VenkateshwaraRao

shortbiographicalnote on T Venkateshwar&ao ( ITUC) formercity mayorandtrade
union leaderinterviewedat Vijayawadaon SeptembeR4, 2004

T Venkateshwaraowasbornon Novemberl2, 1916in avillage in Guntur.His fatherwas
afarmer.He studiedupto graduation.

Venkateshwarpinedthe CommunistParty of Indiain 1938whenthe partywasformedin
the state.He wasbasicallyfrom Gunturwherehewasactivein Il India StudentsFederation.
He was alsoin-chargeof Railwaymens unit. t thistime S Guruswamywasthe presidentof
the Il India Railwaymens Federation.

In 1940, Venkateshwaravas askedto cometo Vijayawadaandwork amongrailwaymen
here.His taskwasto contactthe workersandrecordtheir problems.He usedto walk downto
the gangmerastheyusuallywerein betweertwo stations.Therewereno hotelsaroundandthe
gangmernhemselvesnostly from backwardcastesyereextremelyreluctantto offer anyfood.
Quite often, Venkateshwarasedto go hungry.The salaryoftherailway staffwaspaid on post
by the treasurethimselfwho visited eachof themon salaryday. Comradesusedto meetthe
workersafterthey got their salaryand collectthe levy which ws only twentyfive paisa.

LaterVV Giri becaméahepresidenofthe IRF. It wasthe periodwhenSecondworld War
had alreadystartedand gavea boostto the union activities. Discontentwas on the rise every
where.Priceswere soaringup andgeneralconditionof peoplewas extremelypatheticasthere
wasno food. Theblackmarketingof goodswas soaringup.

t thispoint, Venkatashwartelt hewasmoreneededn thepartyandslowly left therailwaymens
organisatiomafterworking for threeyearsamongthem. Venkateshwaravas takenin the city
committeeof the party andwasdivertedto otherfronts.

Venkateshwaravas also instrumentalin organisingthe pressworkers, municipalworkers
and cementcompanyemployees it was a time when agitationswere launchedfor fair price
shopsforbasic necessitiedike food and keroseneHe also led teamsto dehoardgoodsfrom
blackmarketeeranddistributethem.

CommunisPartyhadorganisedood committeedor the starvingpopulationandVenkateshwara
activelyparticipatedBy 1945-46,Telenganarmedstrugglewasatits heightsandVenkatashwara
collectedfunds for themand got the injured comradedreated.

By 1947,the countryattainedndependencandnationalflag washoistedeverywhere Soon
on 30 January,1948, news of MahatmaGandhis assassinationameandthe entire city went
into gloom.Howeverin VijayawadaGovernmentollegetherewasaunit of RashtriyaSwayamsewak
Sangh(RSS)andits membersventintojoyful celebrationsTheydistributedsweetsandbrought
outrallies. Generapublic in thetown could not takeit anymoreandattackedheirrally. Police
was called and in the firing severalinnocentpeoplewere killed. Comunistswere arrested.
Venkateshwaravas one amongthemandwas sentto Rajamundri.In thejail, the Communists
believedthat Telenganavarriorswould stormthejail andreleasehem. However,Nizam of



yderabad againstwhom the strugglewaslaunched,surrenderedo JawaharlaNehruin 1948
to join the bndianUnion, thoughfor somemoretime, the strugglecontinuedevenagainstthe
Nehrugovernmet.

Venkateshwaravasin detentionfor four yearsandwasreleasedonly when electionswere
declaredn 1952.

After 1952 elections,Venkateshwaraontestedhe municipal corporationelectionsand got
elected.By then he was also working in the Road TransportCorporationwhere many rural
workershadalsojoined. e remainedn theuniontill 1967 fighting theirmaincontendefNTUC
in the process.

In 1967,Venkateshwaraecamehe secretanofVishalandhra&CyanVigyan Samiti. In 1981,
he was electedagainmunicipal councillor and laterbecamehe first mayorof the corporation
andremainedsotill 1983.In 1987,CPIM supportedlreluguDeshamPartyandasaresultCon
gresscandidatavaselected.In 1995, againVenkatashwaravas askedoy the CPIto contestfor
Mayorship. e got electedandremainedmnayortill 2000.

Venkateshwar&ao is now 88-year-oldand extremelyhumbleabouthis achievementse
hasa scientific temperamenandremainstrue to his committments.



Venkateshwara Rao

shorttranscriptivenoteon T Venkateshwar®&ao ( ITUC) former city mayorandtrade
union leaderinterviewedat Vijayawadaon SeptembeR4, 2004

| wasbom on Novemberl2, 1916in avillage in Guntur. My fatherwasa farmer.| studied
upto graduation.

| joinedthe CommunistPartyof Indiain 1938whenthe partywasformedin the state.| was
basicallyfrom Gunturwherel wasactivein Il India StudentsFederationl wasalsoin-charge
ofRailwaymensunit. t thistime S Guruswamywasthepresidenbfthe Il IndiaRailwaymerns
Federation.

In 1940] wasaskedo cometo Vijayawadaandwork amongrailwaymenhere.My taskwas
to contactthe workersandrecordtheir problems.| usedto walk downto the gangmerasthey
usually were in betweentwo stations. Therewere no hotels aroundand the gangmenthem
selves mostly from backwardcasteswere extremelyreluctantto offer anyfood. Quite often, |
usedto go hungry.The salaryoftherailway staffwaspaid on postby thetreasurehimselfwho
visited eachof them on salaryday. Comradesusedto meetthe workers after they got their
salaryandcollectthe levy which was only twentyfive paisa.

LaterVV Giri becameahe presidenofthe IRF. It wasthe periodwhenSecondWorld War
had alreadystartedand gavea boostto the union activities. Discontentwas on therise every
where.Priceswere soaringup and generalconditionof peoplewas extremelypatheticasthere
wasno food. The black marketingof goodswas soaringup.

t thispoint,| felt| wasmoreneededn thepartyandslowly left therailwaymens organisation
afterworking for threeyearsamongthem. | wastakenin the city committeeof the party and
wasdivertedto otherfronts.

| wasalsoinstrumentaln organisingthe pressworkers,municipalworkersandcementcom
pany employeeslt was a time when agitationswere launchedfor fair price shopsfor basic
necessitiesike food andkerosenel alsoledteamsto dehoardgoodsfrom blackmarketeersand
distributethem.

CommunistPartyhadorganisedood committeedor the starvingpopulation andl| actively
participated By 1945-46,Telenganarmedstrugglewasat its heightsand| collectedfundsfor
themandgot the injured comradedreated.

By 1947,the countryattainedndependencandnationalflag washoistedeverywhere Soon
on 30 January,1948, news of MahatmaGandhis assassinatiomameandthe entire city went
into gloom. Howeverin VijayawadaGovernmentollegetherewasa unit of RashtriyaSwayamsewak
Sangh(RSS)andits membersventintojoyful celebrationsTheydistributedsweetsandbrought
outrallies. Generalpublic in thetown couldnottakeit any moreandattackedheirrally. Police
wascalledandin thefiring severalinnocentpeoplewerekilled. Comunistsverearrestedl was
oneamongthemandwassentto Rajamundri.ln thejail, the CommunistdelievedthatTelengana
warriorswould stormthejail andreleasehem. However,Nizam of Hyderabadagainstwhom



he s rugglewas launched,surrenderedo JawaharlaNehruin 1948 o join he Indian Union,
houghfor somemore ime, he s rugglecon inuedevenagains he Nehrugovernme .

| wasin de en ionfor four yearsandwasreleaseanly whenelec ionsveredeclaredn 1952.

Af er 1952 elec ions,| con es ed he municipal corpora ionelec ionsand go elec ed.By
henl wasalsoworkingin he RoadTranspor Corpora ionrwheremanyrural workershadalso
joined.| remainedn heunion ill 1967figh ing heirmaincon endetNTUC in he process.

In 19671 becamehe secre anofVishalandhr&CyanVigyan Samii.In 1981] waselec ed
againmunicipalcouncillorandla erbecamehe firs mayorof he corpora ionandremainedso
il 1983.1n 1987, CPIM suppor edTeluguDeshamPar yand as a resul Congresscandida e

waselec ed.In 1995, againl wasaskedby he CPI o con es for Mayorship.l go elec edand
remainedmayor ill 2000.

| amnow 88-year-oldbu sill | wish o work for he masses.
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