om Balaya
shortbiogeaphicahote on Com C Balayainterviewedin Kadapaon Septembe26,2004

C BalayawasbomonNovember26, 1926in a family of weavers.n his village alone,there
were 30000looms.

Everyfamily hadseveraloomsandusedto weaveyamof 60 countwhich is very fine. They
usedto weavesariswith beautifuldesignsand colour combinationsandfine white dhotis that
were popularin Gujarat, Karnataka,Tamilnadu,Bihar and also in Dacca,the then caputalof
East Bengal. Therewasalso availablecoarsematerialfor poor families.

Balayawas engagedstarchingthe clotheswith Ganiji, a preparationof rice. The weavers
usedto getonly Rsten for twelve saris. TThe entirefamily togetherusedto weavefourteento
fifteen sarisandthe monthlyincomewas nevermorethatRs 15-16.

Balayawas a Congressvorkerthenand was impressedyy PattabhiSitaramayyaPrakash
PantuluandGandhiji. WhenGandhigavea call for Khadi, theweaverggot organisedandstarted
supplyingkhadi.

It was a time when supply of raw materialwas almoststoppedand therewas droughttoo.
Balayastartedtaking meetingsof the weavers.He had adressedit least300 meetingsin this
period. The weaversformed ChenetaCongresgWeaverscongresspfwhich membershigee
wastwentyfive paisa.Therewere 8000weaversn the organisatiorthatspreadn otherdistricts
too.

In 1951, therewasrelay hungerstrike by the weaversfor yam in Madrasand everydistrict
wasrepresented.

Laterthe weaverswere given a card accordingto his capacityand got yam accordingly.
minimum of ten laddis (a measuremendf yarn) of yamwasgivento eachweaveron this card.

Therewas a satyagrahdor 53 daysand everydaypolice usedto pick up the agitatorsand
leavethemtwentyto thirty miles awayto disruptthe movement.Therewasa move by textile
mill ownersto stophandloomsandhencethe businessmerefusedto increasehe prices.

It wasatthis stage thatNuxalitesenteredhe sceneandorganisech separateveaversunion
in Poddatorevillage led by Dr MV RamanaReddybetweenl1967-70. s the stmggleturned
violent, severalpersonsgot killed. In 1985, the followers of RamanaReddy attackedBalaya
also.

Balaygjoined ITUC in the postindependenceeriodand organisedcooperativeoo.



om  Balaya
shorttranscriptivenoteon Com C Balayainterviewedin Kadapaon SeptembeR6,2004

| was bom on November26, 1926in a family of weavers.In my village alone,therewere
30000looms.

Everyfamily hadseveralloomsandusedto weaveyamof 60 countwhich is very fine. They
usedto weavesariswith beautifuldesignsandcolour combinationsandfine white dhotis that
were popularin Gujarat,Karnataka,Tamilnadu,Bihar and also in Dacca,the then caputal of
East Bengal. Therewas also availablecoarsematerialfor poor families.

| wasengagedstarchingthe clotheswith Ganiji, apreparatiorofrice. Theweaverausedto get
only Rstenfor twelve saris. The entirefamily togethemusedto weavefourteento fifteen saris
andtheir monthlyincomewas alwaysnot morethatRs 15-16.

| wasa Congressorkerthenandwasimpressedy PattabhiSitaramayyaPrakashPantulu
and Gandhiji. When Gandhigavea call for Khadi, the weaversgot organisedand startedsup
plying khadi.

It was atime whensupply of raw materialwas almoststoppedandtherewas droughttoo. |
startedtaking meetingsof the weavers. hadadressedt least300 meetingsn this period. The
weaverdormedChenetaCongresgWeaverscongresspfwhich membershigeewastwentyfive
paisa.Therewere 8000 weaversin the organisatiorthat spreadin otherdistrictstoo.

In 1951, therewasrelay hungerstrike by the weaversfor yam in Madrasand everydistrict
wasrepresented.

Laterthe weaverswere given a card accordingto his capacityand got yam accordingly.
minimum of ten laddis (a measuremendf yam) of yamwas givento eachweaveron this card.

Therewas a satyagrahdor 53 daysand everydaypolice usedto pick up the agitatorsand
leavethemtwentyto thirty miles awayto disruptthe movement.Therewas a move by textile
mill ownersto stophandloomsandhencethe businessmenefusedto increasehe prices.

It wasatthis stage that Nuxalitesenteredhe sceneandorganisecdh separateveaversunion
in Poddatorevillage led by Dr MV RamanaReddybetween1967-70. s the struggleturned
violent, severalpersongyot killed. In 1985, the followers of RamanaReddyattackedme also.

| joined ITUC in the postindependencperiodand organisedveaverscooperativeoo.
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