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E:Y Phone : 34-2044
WEST BENGAL COMMITTEE

ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

249, Bepin Behari Ganguly Street, Calcutta-12

To, A |
The Secretary, LS e¢ d/u 8778
AITUG, L q u? d{f
New Delhi.

Dgar Comrads,

You ars aware that Wast Bengal is in fermsnt sincs
Febe 16the In face of brutal repression, the BB people
of the State is united and determined to get their
demands fulfillede You must have followed ths avaents
here. A general strike has besn called on 6th. #pril
againe It is expected that on 6th April Bengal Bundh
will also be completed throughout the Stata,

ComeHrishi Banerjee and TeN, Siddhanta togather
with a large number of T.U. organigers ars still
rotting in jail. Myself and Com. Ismail are out.

e donot know if and when the Govi. will take us
back.

Under the circumstances I would suggest two

things for 4he consideration of the ATTIG Secretariate

and the Working Committag ka mseting to be held on
25‘4‘660

1. The date of %he ATTUC Session shoudd ba further
deferred at laast to June.

2¢ In view of the spscial conditiem in Weat
| Bengal and particularly in view of large
nurber of T,U, Organisers arrested during
the present food movement, the Genaral

Council decision for 3 gaars affiliat ign




fees should not bae sirictly adhered to so far
as this Btats is concerned.

The unions of this State should be asked
to pay one year's affilistion fees only as a
spacial consideratione

With greetinge,

Yours comradely,

: CLM—«/”Z&% o)
2 _ ,
/

(/
GENERAL SECRETARY.

P.S« Already sent the
Medical Rgport of
Come Bijoy Pale I am
going to Agonsol end
get his letter to
AITUC. :
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PLEASE PUBLISH FOLLOWING HEWS IN YOUR COLUMNS REGARDIRG
27TH SESSION OF AITUC IN BOMBAY FROM MAY 16 T0 22 BTOP
AITUC IF A CIRCULAR TO UNIONS HAS STATED QUOTE IN VIEW OF
RATIONING COMHA SCARCITY AND LACK OF ACCOM:IODATION IN
CITY IT IS HEGHETTED THAT WE SHA!L NOT BE ABLE TO ADMIT
ANY VISITORS OR OBSERVERS TO THE SESSION STOP S50 URIORS
SHOULD SEE THAT ORLY ERTITLED DELEGATES ARE SENT BY THEM
STOP SA DANGE GENERAL SECHEETARY UNQUOIE

= AITUCORG
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MAHARASHTRA RAJYA TRADE UNION COMMITTEE

> (of All India Trade Union Congress)

President : e

K. N. JOGLEKAR Dalvi Building,

Parel, Bombay-12. (DD.)

Gen. Secretary :

B. S. DHUME il

| g <

Phone Nos. : 63674, 61608 & \’\ Sbafﬁg"t“n'e“""é"‘ ---- 1966.

LJEH, D.LJLHIQ

Dear Com. Ramesh,

I have today a letter from Com.
Shadramurthi Sharma of Visakhpatnam. He says
that a TMO for Rs.100/~ was addressed to ona
Com. Akula Apparaoc, a delegate ﬁﬁ the
Visakhapatnam Harbour & Port Workers' Union

to the AITUC Congress, but that he dic¢ not
receive it.

On making enquiries I uncerstand
™ that the TMO was received in this Office on
& 20th May and was made over to you by Com,
v Kaka Desai, on the same day.
2

I do not know how it remained *o
be passed on to Com. Appa Rao.
Any way, I would request you to
99 Please trace this TMO in your racords, and
arrange to remit it to

o/ Sri Akula Apparao, :

; Garpenter,; C.M.E's Dept., Dry Dock
O Vlshakhapatnamt?ort Trust,

6N Visakhpatnam-1 (indhra Pradesh)
O
T

Ly

Please let me know of any action

%:) aken by you in this behalf.
' With Greetings ///f

(S )
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KUNIGAL EEEDI WOLRKERS WJION, XU N I ¢
Reg.No. 654.

o

To

the General BT o e tiary
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Subjiecty Fominstdon or Deligate to tiTe AL
Confersrice 2t Bombay and request  to sedd
the NecssRary anpl icaiion forms.

TAl 4.

With rel’erence;voliths-subjechicafec “whoimelitinieg He
svate that Beedi VWorkers Unilon,Bunical  has been Orlelué
since 2lyvearslirmck witZsiredgth iof 200 wwerkdte Sy is
tlace. Almeeting ol the woricers ofvitlie #bove Union hesi heen
colled on 4-4-66 wnd ave resclved caililate our newly
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KUNTIGAL BUILDINCG CUHSTRUCEIU
| 0 REG.NO. §77¢6

RIS G, SR, i § A
WU LRGN TUN, KU IGAL .

To
Phe General Secretily,
i 7L SIDRS RS i
R 1o A S

*napca u”l shmi Bal Roud, A ; y y-,{°;H e

Zd?/'f /3?@/%

- omination of deligate 10O ey et Al S G
conference 2t Dombsy and Trequesd to send
necessory acplicitlon 1OTMS.

witl wélfreernice 10 Liie BOOVE s b ect 4l et e B
state the Puilding Jonstuchion Workers Unlor has beeil Sta~
phiad seSaee 1y ess - bRcx. Wit strenghbil of 100 workers 1in

shisiplaces A meetlng o+ +the workers of the Uaion has bean

eallied on 8tk ock,60.znd nove resclved ~Lo affiliate our nevwly

grpieted union L with AJL.T,U.C. snd, request hus been mace

SR e Gt TR D 'S end the Applicetion forms for necessy

e

purposes. But T am sorry bHo write that even Sl e T e

e Y
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peated Toquest FXE Axges Nive 10t Leen received S0 Tal.
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joe mrEiicstizm Thereiore i recucst you kianoly errange o
28 &

send the spplication Ieiis ror-aftilwbicn telong with tes
2ils by eahliss pousible tinme.

In this comnnectior, = would like to write that in recemt
meetin conducied on 6-4-66 we have resolved to send del-

ipate from our union, %o sl T O OfeenTerenc dyas SoImMbay .

The following =are the names of persons proposed.

recuest you kindly accepy Oulr above prep
szl condtidadte as d: c ofi our union %o Dombayconiere-
nee . I also reguest you %o s@md +the spplication {erm

inmediastely.
Thanking you
Kunigal . # 1.-.ﬁj )
Date:-/Z. Yours Falthiwlly
ave /3 4—"/?6& &Fo%ﬁ%u J
-0

~ o Vi 3 LYLA XL\ L e
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;-'f.'"! r;ér"‘. l:_!ﬁfﬁd s f_?&:._'_-_ E
Copy tou: o a'ﬁﬂgmﬁ
Sri. K.S.Vasan, President, K.P.T.U.C. for infomation.
Sri. M.C. Narsniwen, ¥.L.GC. for information.
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KUNIGAL MUNICIPAL WORKERS ULION, KUNIGAL.
REC .XO.

To

the Geredal  Secretary,
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DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO AITUC CONSTITUTION

The following draft amendments to the Constitution of the

AITUC are proposed for the consideration of the 27+th Session

of the AITUC:

1.

Delete Article 4.

In Article 5, sub-section (a) (iii), line 4, delete
the words "by a qualified auditor" and substitute by:

"ag per provisions of the Indian Trade Unions Act.™

In Article 6, the "Note" after (b) to be substituted
by the following:

"(Note: Accounts of the AITUC shall be maintained
in accordance with the calendar year beginning
from January 1 and ending with December 31.)"

In Article 9, sub-section (a)(v), delete the
words "Not more than" before "five Secretaries; and"

After Article 12, add a new Article 18-A:

(1) "SECRETARIAT

il

"lE-A.[The President, the General Secretary and Secretaries
shall constitute the Secretariat.m”

"(ii) The functions of the Secretariat will be defined
by the Working Committee from time to time."

In Article 19, after the sentence ending with "respective
bodies, add a new sentence: "The quorum for meetings
of the Secretariat shall be four."




NOTES ON PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENTS

1. Article 4: This article in the Constitution lists the
"Demands"., These Demands were formulated long ago and xEgxixe
some of them have become outdated. It is not considered
necessary that the Constitution should 1ist the "Demands"
which would change from time to time, depending upon the
situations., Article 3 has dealt with the "Aims and Objects"

- and it is not ‘wensidered necessary to supplement them with

A E“N a list of demandE; Hence the proposal for deletion of Article 4.

a% o ’
Aﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁldw 2. Article 5: The existing provision reads: "It (the affiliated
Qe union)sna send a copy of its rules and regulations, a list of

its office-bearers, a copy of the statement of accounts for
the official year, giving an average paying membership for the
period, duly audited by a gualified auditor and such other
information or materials as the General Secretary of the

AITUC may require." It has been represented on behalf of

the small unions that they do not have to get their accounts
audited by "a qualified auditor" and that two members of the
union may be designated as "auditors" under the provisions of
the Indian Trade Unions Act, for the purpose of annual returns.
The amendment is proposed to bring the provision of auditing
of returns conforming to the statutory provisions.

5. Article 6: Under the recent amendment to the Indian Trade
Unions Act, trade unions have to submit annual returns on the
basis of the calendar year, i.e.; January 1 to December 31.
It is therefore felt necessary that the financial year of the
ATITUC be changed in conformity with the new provisions in
respect of accounting by the unions and hence the proposed
amendment.

4. Article 9: The present pmmxXi®m provision reads: "(a) The
GeneTal Council shall consist of (i) ® President, (ii) Seven

Tice Presidents; (iii) A General Secretary; (iv) A Treasurer;

and (v) Not more than five gecretari ey eand (asi s Iiyiskpropcsed
that the words "not more than" before "five Secretaries" be
deleted, in view of the proposed amendment No.5, and the

proposal for a constitutional provision regarding a Secretariat.

| 9. Article 12-A: There is no provision in the Constitution
relatIng to the functioning of a Secretariat at the Central Office
of the ATTUC. Hence the proposed amendment.

Exikaim

6. Article 19: This Article defines the "guorum" for the
meetings of the various bodies of the AITUC. The addition
suggested is in respect Rmx of quorum for meetings of the
Secretariat, following from proposed amendment No.5.

R e e e R I e e e N
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Report in FREE PRESS JOURNAL,

Bombay, 27 April 1966

TIFF IN AITUC OVER OATH OF LOYALTY
FPJ News Service

NEW DELHI: The right section of the AITUC is believed
to have moot#d a proposal to get an "oath of loyalty"
signed by all members of the organisation in order to
prevent the pro-Peking leftists from "sabotaging® the
AITUC session in Bombay beginning on May 16.

The left faction is dead set against it. Text of
the proposed oath is: "I swear that I have never supported
nor will ever support the aggressive intentions of China
nor have I ever willingly made myself an instrument
of Chinese subversion in India."

The Rightists hope that many of the leftist elements
would not sign this oath and give up important affices
in the AITUC.

Sri Bhupesh Gupta, a centrist, prior to his depar-
ture to Moscow wanted to modify the wording of the oath
by omitting specific reference to China. He feared
ite retention kmxkhmxzffmmt would affect the chances of
left-right reproachment. The leftist leaders
including Sri Sundarayya, Sri Mirajkar and Sri Jyoti
Bagu demanded that the Bombay session should be delayed by
a fortnight in order to enable many leaders who are
expected to be released from jail to participate
in the meeting.

One leftist leader claimed that if the Bombay meeting
was postponed, the leftists would be able to win all the
ma jor offices of the AITUC.

Srli Adhikari, Sri Romesh Chandra and Shri Loomba
- all righsts, are bent on sticking to the original
schedule of the meeting.,

The Working Committee of the AITUC would meet here
soon, after the arrival of Sri S.A.Dange from his
foreign trip.




27th Session of the AITUC
Bombay

Maf 6" t 0 22. 966

16 May 1966

ASDEDEREES SHS

by

BROTHER RENATO BITOSSI,
President,
World Federation of Trade Unions

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let me, first of all, on behalf of the World Federation of
Trade Unions which unites 13% million workers on all continents,
extend to you and your Congress our warrmest fraternal greetings.

The World Federation of Trade Tnions is aware of the fact
that your country was for nearly 200 yvears ruled by the
British imperialists, until it gained 1ts independence in 1947.
The colonial rulers oppressed your people. denied them their
democratic rights, suppressed the trade union movement - in Taci,
barred all cultural, social and economic (evelopment of your
people and country. The working class throughout the world
is well aware of the bitter struggle waged by the workers and
the people of India against British imperiszlist rule to win
their national independence. It also xnows that the trade union
movement of your country made a biz contribution to the success
of the liberation struggle.

The World Federation of Trade Unions has alwagys supported
the s truggles of the peoples everywhere - in Asia, Africa
and Latin America, against colonialism and imperialism, for
freedom, peace, democracy and sqQcial progress.

The World Federation of Trade Unions is convinced that
only strong united action by the working class, by the workers
of the whole world, by the national liberation movement and
by all peace-loving people can defeat the imperialist seilitey of
aggression and avert the danger of a terrible catastrophe. '

It 1s with these aims in view that the World Federation
of Trade Unions took the initiative in organising a broadbased
International Trade Union Committee for Solidarity with the
Workers and People of Algeria when they were carrying on
their heroic battle for national liberation. Towards the same
end, the World Federation of Trade Unions has taken the
initiative in forming an International Trade Union Committee for
Solidarity with the Workers and People of South Vietnam, and

similar committees for solidarity with the workers and peoples
of South Africa and Aden.

The 6th World Trade Union Congress which was held recently
in Warsaw from October 8 to 22 further reiterated its full
support for this struggle of the peoples everywhere. The Sixth
World Trade Union Congress was a trade union event of great
international and historical importance. Over 159 million
workers were represented from all corners of the world,
lncluding more than 20 million workers from trade union organisa-
tions not affiliated to the WFIU.

! ' . 2 |
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The 6th World Trade Union Congress underlined the fact

that the workers, thelr trade union orgonisations and the peoples

ofiibheWor1ld had won: far-reaching wvictorcies in thelir figh? to
free themsslves from the colonial yoke and that the colonial
world is shrinlking systematically.

Their victories are the outcome of the heroic and united
struggles, actively supported by the succusses and the policy
of peace of the socialist camp and by international solidarity
of the workers and trade unions in all countries.

The 6th World Trade Union Congress warned, however, that
despite the heavy defeats and disintegrat the colonial
system, the colonialists refuse to abandon thelr domination.
The aggressive actions by the imperialists in various parts of
the world confirm this. The U.S. imperialist war of interven-
tion in South Vietnam against the national liberation struggle
of the South Vietnamese people, its acts of war against the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, its continuance of the economic
blockade of Cuba, its armed intervention in the Dominican
Republic, are evidence of this.

The imperialists are seeking to maintaln their positions
by also adopting a more complex instrument of domination, inown
as neo-colonialism. Neo-colonialism, at the present stage,
corresponds to the international development of the monopolies
which are aiming at collectively exploiting, for their own
profit, the developing countries. In this, the American
monopolies and the U.S. government, as the worst enemies of
the neoples, are playing an increasingly harmful role and
resort to more and more disgusting methods with the aim of
establishing their agents in power in the developing countriles.

In addition, the American, French, British and West German
mononolies are exploiting the wealth of developing countriess
they are hatching plots and are obstructing the progress of
these countries towards a better life and complete independence.
That is the essential aim of the so~called plans for the
gconomic, technical and military aid by the imperialist
countries to the developing countries.

Nationalisation of key sectors of economy, especially of
foreign capital and investments in developing countries, while
strengthening the independent development of these countries!
economies, hits both at the neo-colonialist plots of foreign
monopolies and at the local vested interests and monopoly
capital exploiting the workers in their selfish interests.

Against this alliance of the forelgn monopolies and
certain privileged sectors and vested interests in developing
countries, the jolnt actions of the workers, both in capitalist
and developing countries become essential. It is with s view
to developing these joint actions that the WFTU took the
initiative in setting up the World Trade Union Committee for
Consultation and United Action against the Monopolies. Its
two plenary conferences, already held, in December 1963 and
December 1964 were broadbased and drew representatives from
affiliatel organisations of the WFTU as well as from non-
affiliated and independent trade union organisations. These
conferences unanimously came to the conclusion, and now
reaffirmed by the 6th World Trade Union Congress, that in
the developing countries'! strugzle for economic and social
progress, the liquidation of neo~coloniallcst economic relations
1s essential. This means eliminating the direct grip of
monopoly investments, ending discriminatory trade, ending
the monopoly .domination in shipping, finance, insurance,
ifp S e es il olfe ard s ok he T L orms” offfmenepoly
inBluence and exploitation in these countries., The anti-
monopolies! committee has also decided to convene a conference

in December this year on the expansion aof world trade in order
to bring atout am sqiitable scolutdon and eypatigion 0
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assistance to the economies of the gdasie ey Rg iCEUmi T ae .

Neo-colonialism also relies on mil
ment of military bases in other countri * alleged defaence
purposcs. This goes for NATO, CENTO and SBATO, The recent
Japan-Scuth Korea Treaty is also the type of anii-democratic
and militaristic alliance being concluded in *he Far Eset under
the direction of the Amcrican imperialisteg. The WFTU considers
the establishment of imperialist military ases on othar neople's
lands as trahszression of the Independence of the'peopl=s of
these countries and demerds their abelition,

tary blocs and establish-
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Lled and open sconomic and militapy policie

1sts and their allies, the reactionary circles i
and feudalism at ho have adverse consaguences: industria
backwardness, resistance to democratic land et SRR ST [almongs 1L 1D
the living standards of the entire ropulasion, unemployment,

LS
anti-trade union and anti-democratic measures.,

The WFTU is fully aware of the problem of food R cie o
and hunger in the developing COUREEA as SOEC 2 ot T EaIcl IR e
We believe that in order to case this gistressing sittuation,
1t is necessary, first and foremost, %o strengthen unity of all
the workers so that their trade union becomes the instrument
for action and struggle that will allow them, first to weaken,

and then to put an end %o the ule of moronoliecs and of nrofiteers,
who are taking advantage of the misery of the neonle,

Thls is true both at national and international level,
The active golidarity of the workcrs who ~oo struggling hard
Siea iR Thel e e R i o 06, monopoly capitalism, on the one
hand; the fraternal help of the workers ir the ol e IEE R R LG
who are engaged in the construchion of a new scclety, on the
other hand, glve a concrete cvidence of ihs feelings of the
working clase of the world towards the pconl s of develoning

countrics,

The warm cupport thet the workows in the canpitalist morld
bring to the struggle for nationsl liberstion and GlCRmel ey o f
Ifriendship of the socialist countrics in tte Torm of invaluable
economic and technical aid, given froo of B p @k e AN S e SR e

conditions, based on resnect for national covercignty, edquality
and mutual benefits, have played a basic rolc in the strugele of
the developing countries for their %oial indeopendence

You know from your own cxperience the trith of this
genulne friendship and sincere fraternal heYp being given ts
your country and people by the socialist countries, particularly
the Soviet Unilon, on a massive scale, to build and strengthen
TSI S el Syey e T a Rl e lndustry, especially ir respect to the
baslce industrles, in this sector.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the balance of forces today is
decidedly in favour of those who arc fighting for noaeel#s ;.
and progress and is daily growing., The policy of the imporialists,
above all, of American imperialists who hava assigned to them-
selves the role of the international gendarme against the national
liberation movements and forces of progress, is doomed to failure.
The victories already won by the forcas of pcace and freedom
against the warmongering and reactionary policies of the impcria-
fERERG e O i S Dig e L oA

The fight for peace, peaceful co-existence and for universal
and total disarmament, the WFTU believes, strengthens the struggles
for natlonal liberation as well and creates favourablc conditions
for the consolidation of national independence and reconstruction
of national economics of the countries which have already won
iEn diapend driee o R S Sl however, in no casc means collaboration
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Or compromise in the workers! fight against the capitalists and
monopolists, in their fight against cxploii~iion and for thoir
Completc cconomic and soccial emancipation,

Howgver, an csseontial condition to deoZcat forces of war
and rcaction, imperialism, colonialism and nec-colonialism, to
defend beace, consolidate independence and develop national
eConomy on an indcwnendent path, to betber the life and working
conditions of the workers and people, is thc unity of the working
class and its alliancs with other secctions of the toiling peoplg.

The realisation of this fact has lcd to tho tremendous
grovth of workcrg! unity these past few yoars. United trade

union centres have been formed in many ccuniries. On a continental
scale, dceisive steps have baon taken. ™o Trade Union Unity
Congrcss of Iatin American-workers mct ir Jenuary 1964, The

Sccond Congress of the All-African Trade Union Federation, which
also met in 1964, was an ilmportant sten towards stronger unity

of thc African trade union movement, The Tri-Continental
Conference held in Havana played a vital rolc in cementing the
Ll A TR ol anti-imperialist forces,

On the continent of Elrope, there is a growing trcend towards
united action between trade union centrcs with different affilia-
tlons., The WFTU welcomos this as,we believe, it is of the utmost
importance in the fight against +ho monopclics and the governments
which assist them, We sincerely hope anc belicve that the Indian
worlreore wlll algaq he able to unite around “hoir common dcemands.
The ATITUC has Played a vital part in stinulating unity in the
past and we know Lhok 3+ will‘continue T ldaiisan

The WFTU welcomes and SUPBOBS & 1B r e s e i @G0 b B o
workers! unity, Division in the trade union movement helps
only the exploiters, the monopolists, the nco=colonialists and
the rcactionary forces. It is necossary for the worke 5
build their unilty on their common demands and intecrcst
irrespeoective of nationality, race, colour, rcligion, o
language or political affiliation, It is only the CXD
and the reactionarics who utilise thesc factors in splitti
workers in order %o wealen and disrupt theoir figh 2
oxploitation, for cconomic and soclal emancipation,

The WFTU is aware of the many gains that the Indian workers
have madg during the past ycars through their innumerablo
struggles, and morc rccently, ¢specially infhe organised
sactor of industry for sceuring the right to get dearncss (cost
of living) allowance addad to their- wages in pronortion to
the risc in the cost of living, and the richt *o get a profit-
sharing bonus CVely year as also an addition to thelr wages.,

The WFIU is also awarc of the secrics of struggles that
the workers, led by your grcat organisatilon, the All-India Trade
Union Congrcss, are today carrying on to cofend and consolidate
thesc cains and to make further advanccs. The rceent widesproad
gencral strikes in various meisl N b country and involving
AN G St workers, clearly demonstratcd tho growing unity
of thc workors and ~trade unions, irrespcctive of i et onG
dlrm ot s strugglesg in alliance wilth other SR oR S o L
the people. In all this, the AITUC and 1ts unions have played
8 key role, and the wide upsurge of the worloers in India in
defence of their rights and for their ‘demands is an indication
of thoir incrcasing militancy. We arc hanpy to obscrve that
more scctions of workers ang people = middlc-class cmploycces,
doctors, professors, university and school tcachers, even
small traders and businessmen arc being dravn into fhe (ohedople
610 S Tl < upsurge. We hava particularly notod the recent success-
ful General Strike of 200,000 toxtile workers in your great
Industrial S AR Bombay, Plcace accept our congratulations
that onc of your affilistgd unions? under the ablec lcadership
of Brother Danga, has won this strike In the facc of the
hostility of the Ty oL s . '

' - :
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n aggrcssors in Victnam

Tha hundreds o mectinga and deorsngtro:
Indlan workers ang beople against the Americ

show their firp soliderity with tho Victnarmcsce peoople's fight
HOE flcs national libcration, An cnd to Ancricen aggrcession
will defeat the Emperitatisrek danger to pece in South Hast Asis

and scrve the cause of world peacce.

SR S =0
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We knov that thoe Indian workers arc 1seply intercsted in
world pcace. The ATITIC is an active flghion Fer this cause.,
The Tashkent Agrccment onding the war betwicn India and Pakistan
has opcncd a now berspcetive of peaceful =nd good~-naighbourly
rclations between the two countrics,

An end to the division of the tradc union movcement and the

st hment of a united workers! front on the basis of a united
and enti-impecrialist brogrammc, the WFTU is convinced, arc not
only a guarantce of thg triumph of the workers! demands but also
the success of thelr strugglc for national indcpondoncc5 democracy
and social progress and pecace,

The WFTU 4ig confident that the Indian vorkers will march
forward on the road to unity in their strugglcs for pEace:;
cconomic and social progrcss and for a better and Nappil.cre bife

The WPTT wishes you all success in this struggle.

Long 1ive the All-Tndia Tradag Union Congrecss!

Long live the World Federation of Tradec Uniong!

Long live the unity of the international working clags!

Lorg live world poacal




27th SESSION OF AITUC
Bombay, May, 16-22, 1966.

Address
by
L.W. PANDITHA,
Asslstant General Secretary, Ceylon
Federation of Trade
Unlons,

' Comrade Chalrman !
Brother Delegates !

It gives me great pleasure to attend and address this 27th
Sesslons of the All-India Trade Union Congress and convey to
all delegates present here the fraternal greetings and warm
wishes of the workers of Ceylon, particularly the workers
organised in the Ceylon Federation of Trade Unions.

India and Ceylon have always been and still are friendly
nelghbours. Our destinies down the ages have been inextricably
connected. In the dark days of colonial rule were united by

g common struggle against the common foe of British imperialism,
It was your fight for national freedom that inspired our own
Ipeedom struggle and in no little way helped its eventual
victory, Since our two countries achieved Independence, our
two peoples have been facing similar problems bequeathed to

Us by British imperialism and we are today engaged in similar
struggles to develop and consolidate our independence from

the lagt vestiges of colonislism and neo~colonialism, That is
why the people of Cegylon have the highest regard and mspect
for and a great sengse of solidarity with the great people
lnhabiting the Indian sub-continent,

Thils solidarity is especially evident between the workers of
India and Ceylon. The heroic struggles of the Indlan workers
have inspired the workers in our country and &t times helped
hem in thelr own struggles. We also remember with gratitude
the help you extended to our workers in very tangible form
sfter the great Hartal that took place iIn Ceylon in 1953,

The great proletarisn solldarity between the workers of our

“Wo eountries 1s greatly strengthened by the fact that a large
part of the working class in Ceylon 1s of Indian origin: But
unfortunately thls factor has also been .used by the capitalist
slass of both countries to create dissension between our :
working classes and even 1ll-feeling between our two countries,

Our Federation wdcomed the agreement eoncluded in late 1964
between the then Premiers, the late Lal Bahadur Shastri and
¥rs, Sirimavo Bandaranaike to solve this vexing problem. Though
there ard still various difficulties in the way of the imple-
nentation of this agreement to the mutual satisfactionnof both
parties, we have no doubt that these will be overcome and the
vasls lald for the ultimate solution of the so-called Indo-
Ceylon problem bequeatheed us by British imperialism, This
will undoubtedly further strengthen the ties of friendship
beiween our two countries, 1n particular the ties proletarian
so.ldarity between Indian and Ceylon workers. :

Brother Delegates !

Great changes have taken place in Ceylon during recent times.
As you know, following closely upon the achievement of inde-
bpendence by Indla in August 1947, Ceylon too was granted formal
independence in February 1948, But until 1956 this independence
only meant for the mass of the people in Ceylon a chmge from
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direct to indirect forms of colonial rule., Politically, foreigners
continued to function under a constitution drawn up by three
British Commissioners, Economically, foreilgners continued to
plunder the wealth of our land through their continued ownership
of the plantations, banks and insurance companies and their :
monopoly of foreign trade. Culturally, Western imperialism
continued to rule the roost through the domination of the mis—
slionary-established system of denominational schools.,

The independence that was supposed to be granted to Ceylon
continued to be vitiated by the presencd in-Ceylon of-British
naval and alr bases - bases that were used by the US / British
and Dutch imperialists to carry death and destruetion to our
fellow Asians fighting for liberstion in Indo~China, Burma,
Indonesia ete, In the field of foreign relations, Ceylon conti-~
nued to tall in the wake of the US and other imperialists and
did not have diplomatic relations with even a s ngle socialist
state. In international conferences as at San Francisco in 1951
and Bandung in 1955 Cgylon became the laughing stock of resurgent
Asla and Africa for the part she played as thestooge of the US
and other Western imperialists.

It was only after the then ruling United National Party was
routed in the general elections of 1956 and a progressive gov-
ernment under the leadership of the late Mr.S.W.R.D, Bandara-
nalke came to power that an end was out to this sorry state of
affairs and Ceylon began to take her place as a fully indepen=~
dent state in the comkty of nations. Under the enlightened lead-
ergship of the late Mr.Bandaranaike, Ceylon began to play an inde-
pendent role in world affairs and together with your late Premier
Nehru played a leading part in popularising the concepts of none
allgnment between power bloecs, of opposition to all forms of
imperialism, colonislism and neo~colonialism, of support to

all peoples still struggling for their independence,

Politically, our independence was made more real by the removal
of the foreign military bases from Ceylon soil and the estab-
lishment of diplomatiec, trade and cultural relations with the
countries of the soclalist c¢amp also. Democracy was strengthe-
ned by the repeal of certain repressive laws such as, for example
those prohibiting certain types of strikes and also by the
extension of electoral and trade union rights,

Ma king use of these democratic freedoms, the workers were able
o win increased wages to meet the rising cost of living and

a.so a Provident Fund scheme for which they had fought for years.
The government of the laté Mr, Bandaranaike also nationalised

the Port of Colombo and the bus services and the workers in

both these nationalised services were able to win better wages
and improved conditiong of service,

"he peasants too won a great victory through the enactment and

- ‘mplementation of the Paddy lands Asg which won them a certain
gecurity of tenure and an Increased share of the harvests. In the
tphere of culture, indignenous arts and crafts which had for
tenturies languished under colonial rule gained a new lease of
-1fe with the establishment of a new Department of Cultural
sffairs, Sinhala, the language of the vast majority of the
2eople of Ceylon was made the official language, replacing
Bnglish which had hitherto ruled supreme in all sheres of public
administration. Local culture was given a further fillip by

She setting up of two buddhist Universities.

Velther the forelgn imperialists nor the local reactionaries
vere ldle while all these changes were taking place, they even
resorted to such tactics as Cabinet strikes by certain Right-
¥ing Ministers in Mr., Bandaranaike's government in an attempt
30 hold back the march of progress. But all thils proved to be
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to be of no avail. nventually Mr,Bandaranaike himself was agsa-
ssinated in 1952 and in the erisis that followed another UNP

governmert was abls to come back to power and remain in power
and remain in power for =o. short period,

But in the generai elections of July 1260 the unity of the
working ciass and progressive forces which had helped Mr,
Bandaranaike to assume power was established once again and
this resulted in the formation of a government led by his
wldow, Mrs, Sirim=vo Bandaranaike. From 1960 till December
1964 her government continued along the path of prcgress opened
up by her late husband.

In the course of these four years, her government took over to
state management the great majority of denominational schools,
nationalised the import and distribution of petroleum hitherto
controlled by three foreign oil companies, nationalised the
Bank c¢f Ceylon and all insurance business and imposed restri-
ctlons on the operations of all foreign banks and wholesale
merchants in Ceylon,

The government of Mrs, Bandaranaike also sought to ensure the
further merch of Ceylon along a progressive path against the
ever-increasing opposition of reaction by taking into her
Cabinet representatives of the ILanka Sama Samaja Party, which
was then associated with the Communist Party and the People's
United Front in the United Left Front formed in 1963,

Although the acdmission of only one constituent party of the

ULF irto her government disoriented the working class movement
to a‘certain extent, the SLFP-LSSP, Coalition governement formed
in June 1984 was an imurovement from the point of view of the
workers and ccher progressive elements and the imperialists and
local reactionavies lost nc time in mounting a massive campaign
1) Ol e i IS Y e e g

The attempt cn the nars of The SLIP-LSSP covernment to take over
the Lake Fouse vress - tne inspirer and organiser of all the
fg¥ces. of oneli Rt ndr oea reaction - was the signal for a

new alllasnce of.all the Rightist and ocbscurantist forces who
were brought toghther to defeat the government. It is an open
secret that the oi companles nusted fom their Ceylon market

the notorious Central Interlligence Agency and all other imp-
erialist outfits functioning in this part of the world played

no mean part In foreing this reactionary alliance.

But to the eternal shame of the working cldess movement of Cevlon
1t must be said that their attempts would not have succeeded if
they did not also have the overt and covert suppori of certain
sectarian end disruptive elements inside the trade union move-
ment itself, While the imperialists and reactionaries attacked
the Sirimavo Band =ranaike'’s government from the Right sehelt IlEra-
Left splitters whicn included sonme renegades from the ranks

of the working class joined the battie from the so-calied extreme
Left. Finally the government was defeated in Parliament by a
vote the only two Trotskyite M.P.'s Joining hesnds with the Right
reactionary parties to stage this Parliamentary coup .

In the election campaign that followed, the Trotsikyites and the
ultra lefti sp litters fucther helped the-UNP and other Right-
wing parties by putting forward splinter candldates to St
the progressive vota. After the Mardh 1965 elections, the UNP
though it did not get 2 clear najority was abis to form a gove-
rnment by joining hands with six other reactionary Right-wing
parties and splinter zroups.

The return cf this recetionary hotch--potech to power on the basils
of a secret agreement between she two main Rightist S gD SH et e
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UNP and the Federal Party, was a sdrious set-baek to the entire .
working class and progressive movement, During their last 14

months in power, this government has sought to take the clock

" back to the old pre-1956 era and make Ceylon a happy-hunting

ground for the imperiaslists by granting them lagescale conce-

ssions in return for th: so-called foreign aid which this

government is fondly hoping to obtain from them.

At the same time, the government, has launched a massive attaclk
agalnst the organlsed trade union movement, A large number of
teachers, clerks in government service and workers in the port
railway and bus services have been meted out serverec punishments.
Some of the galns the workers achleyed during the 1956-64 period
have already been nulilified and maby more seem to be in immi-
nent danger. Nevertheless, the workers have not taken these
attacks lying down and have rallied to fight back this offensive
on the part of the government.

Early thls year the trade union nmoverent with our Federation too
in the lead played a prominent part in Opposing the government
attempt to implement the UNP-Federal secret agreement. This agree-
ment whose terms are so reprehensible that both parties have kept
them secret, is an attempt to divide up the country to further

the interests of the capitalists among both the Sinhalese and’
Tamll people under the guilse of "nationsal et N S o D s L EHIO
to this umprincipled agreement between the capitalists of the two
maln racial groups in Ceylon that is sought to be labelled as
"communalism" to discredit the working class and progressive
movement,

However comrunalism has been and is foreign to our movement, and
workers of all communities joined in a massive demonstration on
8th January shis year to express their opposition to the UNP-~
Federal agreement. This demonstration was brutally attacked by the
police resulting in severe injuries to hundreds of workers. It

was followed by the declaration of an emergency, the censorhsip

o the progressive press ané a ban on =211l public meetings, demon-
siretions and cther forms of opposition to the government.

All these repressive measures testify not to the strength but the
weaxness of the government and its mortal fear of the masses. The
unity of the workers with other progressive sections which reaction-
aries have been trying hard to smash remains fifn as ever. And the
workers in the 11 main trade union centres in Ceylon irregpective

of other idfferences have united in the newly-formed Joint Committee
of Trade Unions on the basis of 15 immediate demands which they
goon hope %o present to the government and the private employers.

- The recent May Day celebrations which announced the agreement on
these 1& demands was one of the biggest demonstrations of working
c.ass and progressive strength and struck fear into the hearts

ol reaction, Today the working class movement in Ceylon is united
=s never before in the history of our trade union movenent, The
splitters and disruptors who helpted reaction to come baglsto
Jower have been decisively rejected by the workers and find a
2lace only in the columns of the capltalizt newspapers.

“oday the alliance between the forces of the working class and
cther progressive sections finding 1its concrete expression in the
tnited front of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the Lanka Sama Samaja
rarty and the Ceylon Communist Party with the support of the entire
srade union movement in Ceylon represented by the JCTU'!'s has deve-
Zoped iInto 2 strong united anti-imperialist and pgogressive move-
2ent and emerged as the decisive force infuluencéng the political
cevelopment of the country, It has already won the support and con-
?idenc e of the overwhelming majority of the pPeople and is ready

~O assume government power the moment the present government 1is
defeated, as 1t uhdoubtedly will be unable as it is to TR

any of the pleadges on which it won last year's general election
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or solve any of the pressing problems faeing the people.

With an economic crisis already looming ominously on the horizon
and the government preparing even to abolish the food subgidies
which is bound to create further public dlssatisfaction and lead
to further unrewt among the masses, the coming defeat of the
government can no longer be in doubt. And when that takes places,
there can be no doubt that the united anti-imperialist front of
the SLFT, LSSP and CP with the backing of the united working
class movement will sweep away the lmperialists and reactionaries
who have today managed to caputre temporary power and lead Ceylon

back again along a progressive path in the not too distant
future,
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10 June 1966

Dear Shankarji,

It was a pity that whiie we were in Bombay,
you had gone away on holiday. Hepe you and family
came back auite refreshed.

I want to trouble you a bit. In the melee
in the office, the speech of the Hungarian Delegate
ai our 27th Session has been somehow misplaced
end we are immediately in need of & copy. Could
you kindly find out from the Hungarian Legation
if they could be having a copy and if aveilable,
post it to us by return post?

There was a poustcard Irow Com.Sundaranm
stating that he would be reaching Moseow on 8th
and would ceteh the next flight to DPelhi. He
should then be coming this Sunday.

Aveiting your feply,
Yours frafernally,

4
L‘--‘
(M.Aschuthan) .
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SOME HIGH-LIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF \A_ e
WOOLLEN MILL KAMDAR UNICK, JAMNAGAR. BN

-
THE WOOLLFN MILL KANDAR UNION was formed in May 1953 when the
entire membership of the INTUC controlled union switchB&d over
to the AITUC for formation of the Union. At the time of forme
ation of this Union the basic minimum wages were s 24/- while
the Dearmess A llowacne was paid at the rate of flat &k 30/-.

The Birlas took over the nanagement of the Mills and were adamant
in not allowing the Unimn Jeadership in the Mills., In November
1953 "Gherea Dalo% was performed by the workers of the Mills

not allowling Mr.R.K.Birla, his manager Mr.Tempest and others

to move an inch frou their seats for 11 hours women workers
taking a very active part in the ghera dalo movement.

The meanagement still was adamant and vietimised four active
workers for the ghera, who were ultinately ceinstaived with
full back wages by the Industrisl Tribunal.

The whole of 1954 and 1955 was = struggle for the Union's recog-
aisation as an only representative for the worlkmen of the under-
taking, which culninated in a 10 day strike in July 1956 when
the workmen demanded a rise in the dearmness allowance, The
General Secretary of the Union Com.Vasa also resorted to a
hunger-gtrike on the 7th day of woriers' strike and in the end
the management was forced to negotiate a settlement and conceded
a b 5/~ rise in Dearness Allowance.,

In 15566 the workers also won & s 2/~ rise in the basie wages
bringing the minimum basie wage to I 26/-,

1957 saw the réanstatement of 4 clerks whose gervices were
terminated iliegally beeause they took initiztive in Jolning
the Union in 1554, They were reinstated with full back wages
by the Labour Aprellate Tribunsl of Bombay.

1968 saw a further rise in dearness allowance of & 13-B0 bringing
the same fo ks 48-00 and a revision in the basic wazes of most

of The categories. For the Tirst time the workers wer. paid
Bonus in the mi.ls the gquantum of bonus was fixed at 1844 of

the total earnings (inclusive of dearness allowance) of the
workmen,

1959 when the General Seeretary of the Union Com.Vasa launched
a hunger-stike before the Divijay Potteries for 10 days on the
aeventh day the Union gave a call for general strike of all
industrial workers and actively agitated or the sueccessful
general strike greatly enhanecing the prestige of the Union
among the middle-~class employees of the iown and other masses.

Benus at the same rate as in the year 1958 was won for the
workmen during the yeear.

1960 saw a negotiated rise in the dearness alléwance by another
B 15-50 bringing the fhgure of dearness allowancs to B 63=50
per monti. The busic wages for many categories were revised
through negotiated settlements and the bonus inclusive of D.A,
was paid at the rate of I%% of the total ezrnings.

1961 bonus paid at the rate of 17% of the total ezrmtngs (with
Dearness allowance) was settled.

1962 Basic wages were revised by the Industrial Tribunal ¥
bringing the basic mininum wages from B 26/= to I 28-08 at

par with the basie minimum wages of Bombay woollen workers;

the same wages (basie) were awarded as in Bombay for most of

the categories by the Industrial Tribunal. The Dearness allowance
was raised o E70/= per uonth by negotiated settiement, Pay-
scales of elerical staff was revised by the Industrial Tribunal.
IThe Bonus issue which was pending before tre Tribunsl was decided
according to Bonus Act and t.e same was paid at 20% in 1968,

1963 Work-load was revised; two looms working was agreed to

e
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in place of one loom with 65% increcase in basic wages of weavers.
Simildr revision of the workload mas sccepted in spinning (from
one and a half side to two sides of machines, 240 spindles to

560 spindles), in doubling (from one side ‘o one and a helf side)
with an inerease ranging from 50% to 65% in basic wages. This
worklcad had tc be agreed to by the Union in light of the-then
exigiing workload at Bomaby and the mansgement's endeavour to
take the issue befiore the Industrial Toibunsnl. The inerease in
workload was accepted on the condition that there should not be
compulsory retrenchment and theose who voluntary prefer retrenche
ment were paid double the retrenchment ccmpensatioq[that was

due to them. \

\
1964 the Uni n wen 5 daya' casual' leave with wages and 10 days?
sick leave with wages and also thed gratulty scheme for the
workers which eame into force from| 1965. Only an interim bonus
of 104 of total earnings has been paid to workmen.

1965 Bonug at the rate of 20% of the total earnings paid to
workmen under the Bonus Act. The Union won, through an award
of the Industrial Tribunal Dearness Allowance anhmbbremman
linking the same with the Ahmedabad Coiton Textile dearness
allowance at 80%, which means an incrcase of about B 35/~

per nmonth on the average. The award was given a retrospeciive
2ffect with ad~bhoe flat increases for the year 1964. The total
minimum earnings of the worimen rising from E54/- per month #m
in 1656 June to Ek 133 in 1965, an increasec by 2464 within a
decade,

Since 1965 the management, under the pressure of the big bosses
of IENTUC and the State and Central Ministers have adopted a
policy of by-passing the AITUC majority union and directly
helining and encouragiéng the INTUC union with a2 view %0 incresase
the INTUC gmajority 8o thet they can enter into setilements
with that union for further inereasés in worklozd for the new
machinery brought by the mills and being installed. The total
recruitment is done through the INTUC union and the number of
the substitute workmen has grown to abiut 300 dmmdhemin against
the total permanent strength of about B0C workmen. Employment
ne even as a subgtitute worker is obly being provided if &he
workexrs brings along with him the membership of any relative

or friend of his from the permanant workers.

Hany attempis are being made to proveka cur Unicn inte a strike
action so that the active leaders of the union can be victimised
without the dislocation of the working of the milils which the
nenagenent is under the illusion 4o run by t.e substitute workers
trained by them fthrough the INTUC union.

The Union, despite the 2 years' éffort of the management, retains
the majority in membership, though the INTUC union has improved
their position by the direet help of the management.
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for the achievemepit of MahaeGujarat State and some of
them wore mentencied for 3 months impxisanment.(lgﬁg)

/i

The members of t:%/vnion perticipated in the Satyagrseha

The Union Iaudnﬂ& 2 mass asitation against the priece rises
in Keroseng and/ Edible 0il in 1960 and brought out mass

demsnatraﬁianﬂg
Anti~Price~R@%e agltaticn was coﬁtinueé in the year 1961
and 1962& e "\_
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Address at the Mass Rally
Bombay, May 22,1966

by

BROTHER RENATO BITOSSI,
President of the World Federation of
Trade Unions, Manber of Italian Parliament

Dear Brothers ana Sisters,

The 27th Session of the AITUC, an affiliated member of the
World Federation of Trade Unions, finished its work yesterday,
after & week of cager and democratic discussion. In the course
of today's session, the General Cruncil elected menbers of the
AITUC's leading bodies.

I am sure I can state that the work of the Session will
bear positive results because it has attained the objective it
was alming at: give a balance-sheet of the activities conducted
recently by your trade union organisation and draw useful
lessons for the work and strugiles awaiting for you in the
near future.

The 27th Session of the AITUC has laid the basis for an active
struggle to satisfy the genuine demands of the Workers. All
workers should be engaged in this struggle from now on to
ensure for themselves the realisation of their demands and full
success of their struggle.

Workers of Bombay, I wish great success to all of you,
to all workers both from the towns andistifereouniryside o
India, and I am glad to edtend to you the warm and fraternal
greetings and our real and effective so ltdiarittysson Theshe 1 teL
138 million workers the world over, affiliated to the World
Federation of Trade Unions.

It is on the basis of unity and solidarity of all the
‘Workers the world over, of various continents, of all religious
creeds and political trends that I extend such greetings to
you, for, indeed, whether they believe in God or not, the workers
who are fighting a common enemy, have .the same class interests,
the same needs for their daily living and their Bamdvlidtes st hie

same love for liberty, the same rassionate desire to safeguard
peace,

This is also why, workers of Bombay, I can assure you that
the persistent search for unity, for ever broader and truer
unity of the workers and the trade unions, inspires today more

than ever before the activity of the WFTU and all its active
members.

In the capitalist countries, the workers must unite to Hasgrt
against exploitation and for better conditions of life, against
the monopolies, against colonialism and neo-colonialism. At the
same time, the working class, the technicians and the intelligent-
sia of the countries already freed from the exploitation of man
by man and where socialism is a reality, will give their active
solidarity to achieve the complete liberation of the workers
throughout the world from the selfish and boundless
exploitation of capitalist monopolies. s

It is also necessary to unite and shake hands across the
national frontiers that divide the peoples, in order to bring about
8 united front against the common enemy. This necessity arises
from the real world in which the international trade union
movement is acting nowadays - a world in which peace is

~
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endangered by the¢ irrsspensible vehaviour of imperialists and
monopollists vainly seeking o strangle “he people's aspirations
to their complete indepenﬂence, to "freedom and true democracy.
Their asetlicn also aims at breventing the implementation of

the workers' rights. . £11 this with & view to defend the
domination of leading economic groups . and of international

big capital. i

These two Toeasures - the danger to peice and struggle for
better living and working coaditions are closely linked for the
Workers, Peace represents for the workers the end of all
imperialist Aggressions, the acknowledgement of the historic
and positive rola piayed by the natiohal liberation movements,
a stop to the aruament race, the .installation of a new type
Of internstional relations, based upon the respect of national
independence, - Tu ‘fignt for Deace is therefors-also to create new
ronditions for the sveceess of the fight for demands, for better
living standards and for the transformation of tschnical and
scisntifie progress into soctal progress, :

v e R i ground, brother workers of Bombay, that the
working cliass of the capitalist world. has hiyecale ol DA et Mgl e S R o
seeking unity of all the wo rkers, inspired by the mighty .
impulse given by the will “or unity of the toiling masses
ever nmore conscious of the L2Cessity to work unitedly., In order
to push forwsrd this unleed mction, the WPIU took the initiative
1in setbing uvp a btread InternaﬁisnalnTrade Union Committee
for Solidarity with the Worl s and Peotle ol South Africa and
Aden . BIO : Ui ke e ’

The 6th Woric Trade Union Congress which was. held recent ly
in VWarsaw from Cctoner 8 to 22 further reitzrated its full
support foer Lhis strecle of the peoples everywhere. The 6th
World Trgds Uhi@n:Cdngresszas 8 trade union event of great
' int ernational #nd- hisforical importance. Cver 159 million
WOIKers were lepresented from 21i corners of the world, including
mwore than 20 million workers Ffrom Srade union organisations
not gffiliated to the WITU,

Ths 8th World Trate Union Congrews uncerlined the fact that
the workers, their +treode anion orazanisations and the peoples of
the world, had won far-reaching victories in their fight to
free themselves from the colonial yoke and that the colonial
world is shrinking Sysdvematicailyr.

e irivicterics ‘are. the outcorme of the heroic and uni ted
struggles, actively supported by the successes and the policy
of peace of the sncialist camp and by internationsl solidarity

of the workers and trade unions in all countries.

The 6th World Trade Union Congress warned, however, that
despite the heavy defeats and disintegration of the colonial
System, the cclonislists refuse +to abandon their domination.

The aggressive actions by the imperialists in various parts of
the world confizm this. The U.S, imperialist war of intervention
It eout heV et Ham againet e naticnal libsration struggle of

the South Viatnamesze pacple, its acts of war against the
Democratic Republic iT Vietnam, its continuance of the economic

blockade of Cuta, its amed intervention in the Dominican Republic,

are evidence of thiz,

“he imperialiste are seeking to maintain their domination,
known as neo-cclonizlism. Néo-colonialism, at the present stage,
corresponds to the intermational development of the monopolies
which &are aiming at collectively exploiting, for their own profit,
the developing countries. In this, the American monopolies and
the U.S.Government, as the wWorst enemies of the peoples, are
playing an increasingly hatmfyul Tole and resort to more ang more

S enEdaite
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disgusting methods with the aim of establishing their agents in
power 1n the developing countries.

In addition, the American, French, British and West German
monopolies are exploiting the wealth of developing countries;
they are hatching plots and are obstructing the progress of
these countries towards a better life and complete independence,
That is the essential aim of the s0~called plans for the
econonic, technical and military aid by the imperialist countries
TO the developing countries.

Nationalisation of the key sectors of economy, especially of
foreign capital and investments in developing countries, while
strengthening the independent development of these countries'
economies, hits both at the neo-colonialist plots of foreign
monopolies and at the local vested interests and monopoly
capital exploiting the workers in their selfish interests.

Against this alliance of the foreign monopolies and certain
privileged sectors and vested interests in developing countries,
the joint: actions of the workers, both in capitalist and develop~
ing countries become essential,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The workers of the whole world are aware that you, workers
of India, have suffered for almost two hundred years the rule of
British imperialists. The world working class is well aware of
the struggle waged by the workers and peoples of India against
British.imperialist rule to win their national independence. It
also knows that the trade union movement of your country made a
big contribution to the conquest of Indian national independence
obtained in 1947, In spite of your struggles, of your sacrifices
and of the great patriotic impulse manifested lately for the
implementation of ‘trie and total independence, the increasing
Of fensive of monopoly capitalism, both inside and outside the
country, against a genuine national policy has met with serious
opposition. For almost two years, your country has been confronted
with a severe food crisis, mostly due to the action of hoarders
in foodstuffs. In our opinion, it is urgent to promote the
broader unity of the masses in order quickly to increase the
production of food; to inspire the peasants by all means in
helping them to cultivate the land left unused, distributing
such land to poor a8 gl euilstur e workers, accomplishing also
genuine land refornms true to the interest of the peasants.

This will allow a rapld escape from the shame of being dependent
upon Anerican food suppliss and obtain for the country self-

The WFTU is in agreement and solidarity with you about the
abolition of the State of Iwe rgency, the annulment of the so-called
Defence of India Act., It welcomes the recent release of all
political prisoners such 8s demcratic and Progressive leaders
of the people and trade union activists and leaders.

The WFTU is well aware that economic, food and social problems
that afflict xma=my your country today also exist in numerous
other countries of the capitalist world. It is well aware that
neocolonialism, as we have already said, props itself on military
blocs and pacts called defensive pacts. BEvidence of this will
be found in $he' recent treaty between Japan and South Korea,
inspired by Auerican imperialism. .

You too, workers of Bombay, suffer from the backwardnsss
and the inadequacy in the industrial development of your country,
from bitter resistance to =a denocratic land reform, from the low
standard of living of the psople, frcm high unemployment, from
anti-trade union and anti-democratic measures. The WFTU is well
aware of the serious character of these vroblens.

(Eryann
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The WFTU considers that to face this serious situation, it
is a necessity to strengthen the unity of all the workers so that
their trade unions become the instrument for action and struggle
. that will allow them, first to weaken and then to put an end
Dos b hellmat e e s monopo Liss i andqo.f profiteers, who are taking
advantage of the misery of the people.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Your own experience has taught you the real meaning of the
true and fraternal friendship of socialist countries, and
specially the friendship of Soviet Union. The WFTU is of the
opinion that in order to defeat the forces of war and reaction,
of lmperialism, colonialism and neocolonialism, to safeguard
pedace, to reinforce independence and develop an independent
national economy, to better the living and working conditions
of the people, one of the necessary conditionsg is after having
united the working class, to establish its alliance with the
whole working people, workers, bPeasants, employees, intelligentsia,
1o promote a real solidarity of struggle among all the workers
of the world. -

The workers in the developing countries bf:the capitalist
world must unite in their fight to obtain genuine independence
and a Tuture worth living.

Brothers and Sisters,

The WFTU is infomed of the glorious Tishts Waged by the
workers of Bombay. And the big general strikes developed lately
in your country clearly show thet the workers are conscious of
the necessity to unite for the defence of their (Al i o
the realisaticn of their demands. We greet with sympat hy
the unity you are building between workers. and employees,
between town workers =and countryside worksrs, between manusl
and intellectual workers. :

Our special greetings go to the textile workers who have

recently victoriously conducted their strike and we wish them
New successes in their struggle.

N N B Industrialised capitalist
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In industrialised capitalist countries also, the workers
have united to struggle for their hasie demands - hettox wc-n
social security, employment, housing, dewrncra a 711 ~wallle 88,

Security of job.

In Italy ang France, big mass battles are Jor=Eiha [ SHATRE e Tk
5] ever-broadening unity, to oblige the respective governments
and employers to consider the workers' demands Ton@berter
living and working conditions. Massive strike movements of
French civil servants are taking place at the scale of the
whole country. In Italy, the metal workers and agricultural
workers have been organising huge struggles in unity of all
national TU centres.

Brothers and 31s ters,

We well know your feelings of heartfelt (=100 Sl L T e il s
people of Vietnam. The fduerican aggression against Vietnam,
the military cperations against the territories of Laocs and
Cambodia, the development of broad attscks against all the
national liberation movements of Eastern Asia, calls for the
vigllance of the working class throughout the worid.

We at the WFTU act in such a L e eR shaatitle e el el Yl
the aggression 2gainst Vietnam; so that the adventurous plang of
the White House be stopped in face of the determination of the
work ers of the whole world to stop the ageression against a
Tree people that cherishes freedomn and its own independenc e.

Thet you will continue to fight for peace, for your own
demands, workers of Bomba y, of that we are convineed and also
that you will go on Tighting to put an end to arbitrary actions
and relen of terror that the war forces of imperialism and
colonialism try to impose shamelessly in Asia, Africa and
latin America,

A few months ago, in Indonesia, the reactionary forces have
come tc power. They have arrested, tortured, killed by the
most inhuman ways over 100,000 persons. The assault initiated by
reactionary forces, the atrocities they committe& cannot fail
to raise the utmost indignation and the wrath of all the workers,
or of any progressive or honest person. Let us act so that
the blood shed by those who fight for liberty and independence
is not shed in vain.

That the will for beace may mature the world over and thet
all the peoples may see their dream of a frees world, become a
reality, with a future of progress, and truse democracy, a world
where the respect of human personality be wholly implemented.

On behalf of the WFTU and of its 138 million Stk Teaybrad
members, let me extend to you our fraternal greetings and besgt
Wishes of bright success in your fight for peace, social

advance and a future, when the entire humanity will enjoy the
right to live and work happily.

Long live the unity of the working class the world over!
Long Iive the AITUG!
Long Live the WFTU!
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CHIKMAGALUR DISTRICT MUNICIPAL WORKERS UNION,
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Cable : AITUC_O_!G/ Telephones: 57787 & 54740

HAlgd AT T JFETA F0g
“ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

5-E, Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi — 1

JL
| G
President: S. S. MIRAJKAR 7)/7 {/bg / 2 May 1966
General Secretary: S. A. DANGE -

Dear Comrade Manoranjan Roy,

Reference our trunk eall conversabion this
afternoon. Tie Confersnce of the AITUC has not
besn postroned, Certain aews appeared in the

presy and as 004 as it came to our notice we
have sontradicted 1%, The cepy of our press
gtatement which was sent to all 320Cs and office

Tae poatplined Yorking Commi%ttee will now need
in Bowbay o1 13th May. Pormal cir iar Wil he

issued shortly,
fhis is in confirmation of ke talks I
had with you on the trank,

#1th greetings,

Yours fraternally,

Ung . ot

(K.é.Sriwastava}
To,

ch. Hanoran jan Roy,

Teat Bengal Som.i*bee of
AITUC,

Calcutta=-12,
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