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IN THE SUPREME COURT

Life sentence 
for Niyogi killer
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 20

ALMOST 14 years after the 
sensational murder of trade 
union leader Shankar Guha 
Niyogi, the Supreme Court 
on Thursday commuted the 
death sentence awarded by 
the trial court to key accused 
Paltan Mallah to life impris
onment.

The Supreme Court there
by set aside a high court or
der acquitting all six ac
cused in the case, including 
Mallah, and upheld a trial 
court order convicting

him but commuted his sen
tence from death to life 
imprisonment.

The Supreme Court how
ever upheld the high court 
decision to acquit the other 
five — Naveen Shah, Chan- 
drakant Shah, Moolchand 
Shah, Avdesh Rai and Gian 
Prakash.

All of them were industri
alists of Bhilai where Niyogi 
was agitating for better 
wages and working condi
tions for the labourers.

The high court had reject
ed the evidence against the 
accused as flimsy, thereby

Story so far
■ Shankar Guha Niyogi 

killed in Bhilai on 
September 27,1991

■ Trial court convicts 
all six accused - five 
industrialists and one 
hired killer - on June 
23,1997

■ High Court acquits all six 
on June 16,1998

■ SC upholds HC acquittal 
of 5 industrialists but 
overturns killer’s acquit
tal, hands him life term

overturning the trial court 
order that had convicted 
them all and sentenced them 
to life imprisonment.

The Supreme Court bench 
that delivered the judgement 
included Justice K.G. Bal- 
akrishnan and Justice 
Tarun Chatterjee.
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New Delhi: Fourteen years 
after trade union leader 
Shankar Guha Niyogi was 
shot dead, the Supreme 
Court on Thursday ordered 
a life sentence for hired as
sassin Paltan Mallah, but 
upheld the acquittal of the 
other accused, all industrial
ists of the Bhilai area.

Though expressing sur
prise at the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court order acquitting 
Mallah, who was earlier sen
tenced to death for murder
ing Niyogi, the court reduced 
his sentence to life term.

Five other accused sen
tenced to life term by the tri
al court were connected with 
various industries like Ke- 
dia, Simplex or BEC. The 
apex court has, however, up
held their acquittal. They 
are: Moolchand Shah, Gyan 
Prakash Mishra, Avdhesh 
Rai, Abhay Kumar Singh 
and Chandrakant Shah.

CBI’s counsel Amarender 
Sharan and Chhattisgarh 
Mukti Morcha’s counsel S 
Murlidhar, who also argued 
for Niyogi’s widow Asha, 
had sought exemplary sen
tence for the accused who 
had been sentenced by the 
trial court with death or life 
term and a Fme of Rs 10 lakh 
each.



Life term for Guha Niyogi kilter*.
Fourteen years after trade union 
leader Sankar Guha Niyogi was 
killed in Bhilai, the Supreme Court 
on Thursday upheld the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court order acquitting 
the owners of Simplex Industries but 
retained the life sentence awarded 
to his assailant Paltan Mallah. P8
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