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326. DISCUSSION WITH GUJARAT VIDTAPITH TEACHERS^

[After /#, 1934^

The real work of the Vidyapith lies in the villages. I have
been stressing this point ever since the inception of the Vidyapith,
but until a couple of years ago, when it was declared an illegal
organization and most of our professors and boys were imprisoned,
we laboured under the impression that the work could be carried
on only through a central institute situated in the capital town of
Gujarat. But under the altered conditions, and now that we
have some breathing time to put our heads together and to collect
our thoughts, we shall do well to hark back to the original con
ception and think of our future work in its terms. Each member
of a live institution must be a living embodiment of the ideals of
the institution, wherever he may be, and when such a state of
things is brought about, it is the same thing whether the institu
tion has a habitation and a corporate existence or not.

I would, therefore, expect every one of you who has cherished
the ideals of the Vidyapith and who is pledged to serve it to go
straight to the villages and start living those ideals there. Each
one of you will thus be a peripatetic Vidypaith, teaching the ideals
by means of his own personal example. It is quite conceivable
that a host of workers, after having lived the life in the villages
according to the ideals of the Vidyapith, re-establish the central
institute in a village. But we arc not in that position today. We
have yet to gain all that experience on which alone you can
build the new Vidyapith.

The centre of this village worker’s life will be the spinning-
wheel. I am sorry I have not been able yet to bring home to
anyone the message of the spinning-wheel in all its implications.
The reason is that my life itself is not a true echo of the message.
But it came home to me again and again during my nine months’
peregrinations in India. We have not yet sufficiently realized that

*&^Thc discussion appeared under the title “What Is Village Work” as
a summary of Gandhiji’s talk, with the following introductory note by Mahadev
Desai: “During his convalescence after the fast, Gandhiji has been giving part
of his time each day to workers coming with their doubts and difficulties.
Among these were some of the professors of the Gujarat Vidyapith.” Gandhiji
broke his fast on August 14, 1934.
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hand-spinning is a supplementary industry of universal application
and scope in India. The village weaver cannot live but for the
spinning-wheel. He gets his yarn no doubt from the mills, but he
is doomed to destruction, if he is to remain for ever dependent
on the mills. Today, the spinning-wheel has established itself
in our economic life only to the extent that it is needed to minis
ter to the clothing needs of the new class of khadi weavers that
has sprung up during the past decade. But a large body like the
Spinners’ Association cannot justify its existence to fulfil that
limited object. The idea at the back of khadi is that it is an
industry supplementary to agriculture and co-extensive with it,
that it is the life-breath of millions of Harijan weavers who derive
their sustenance from it. The spinning-wheel cannot be said to
have been established in its own proper place in our life, until
we can banish idleness from our villages and make every village
home a busy hive. Unemployment and idleness of millions must
lead to bloody strife. Khadi is the only alternative to this and not
the so-called socialism, which presupposes industrialism. The
socialism that India can assimilate is the socialism of the spinning-
wheel. Let the village worker, therefore, make the wheel the central
point of his activities.

The worker will not be spinning regularly but will be work
ing for his bread with the adze or the spade or the last, as the
case may be. All his hours minus the eight hours of sleep and
rest will be fully occupied with some work. He will have no
time to waste. He will allow himself no laziness and allow others
none. His life will be a constant lesson to his neighbours in
ceaseless and joy-giving industry. Bodily sustenance should come
from body labour, and intellectual labour is necessary for the
culture of the mind. Division of labour there will necessarily be,
but it will be a division into various species of body labour
and not a division into intellectual labour to be confined to one
class and body labour to be confined to another class. Our com
pulsory or voluntary idleness has to go. If it does not go, no
panacea will be of any avail, and semi-starvation will remain
the eternal problem that it is. He who eats two grains must
produce four. Unless the law is accepted as universal, no amount
of reduction in population would serve to solve the problem. If
the law is accepted and observed, we have room enough to ac
commodate millions more to come.

The village worker will thus be a living embodiment of
industry. He will master all the processes of khadi, from cotton
sowing and picking to weaving, and will devote all his thought
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to perfecting them. If he treats it as a science, it won’t jar on
him, but he will derive fresh joy from it everyday, as he realizes
more and more its great possibilities. If he will go to the vil
lage as a teacher, he will go there no less as a learner. He will
soon find that he has much to learn from the simple villagers.
He will enter into every detail of village life, he will discover the
village handicrafts and investigate the possibilities of their growth
and their improvement. He may find the villagers completely
apathetic to the message of khadi, but he will, by his life of service
compel interest and attention. Of course, he will not forget his
limitations and will not engage in, for him, the futile task of
solving the problem of agricultural indebtedness.

Sanitation and hygiene will engage a good part of his
tion. His home and his surroundings will not only be a
of cleanliness, but he will help to promote sanitation in the
village by taking the broom and the basket round.

He will not attempt to set- up a village dispensary or
come the village doctor. These are traps which must be avoided. I
happened during my Harijan tour to come across a village where
one of our workers who should have known better had built a
pretentious building in which he had housed a dispensary and was
distributing free medicine to the villages around. In fact, the medi
cines were being taken from home to home by volunteers and the
dispensary was described as boasting a register of 1,200 patients a
month! I had naturally to criticize this severely. That was not the
way to do village work, I told him. His duty was to inculcate lessons
of hygiene and sanitation in the village folk and thus to show them
the way of preventing illness, rather than attempt to cure them. I
asked him to leave the palace-likc building and to hire it out to
the Local Board and to settle in thatched huts. All that one need
stock in the way of drugs is quinine, castor oil and iodine and the
like. The worker should concentrate more on helping people 
realize the value of personal and village cleanliness and maintaining
it at all cost.

Then he will interest himself in the welfare of the village
Harijans. His home will be open to them. In fact, they will turn
to him naturally for help in their troubles and difficulties. If the
village folk will not suffer him to have the Harijan friends in his
house situated in their midst, he must take up his residence in the
Harijan quarters.

A word about the knowledge of the alphabet. It has its place,
but I should warn you against a misplaced emphasis on it. Do
not proceed on the assumption that you cannot proceed with rural
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instruction without first teaching the children or adults how to read
and write. Lots of useful information on current affairs, history,
geography and elementary arithmetic, can be given by word of
mouth before the alphabet is touched. The eyes, the cars and
the tongue come before the hand. Reading comes before writing
and drawing before tracing the letters of the alphabet. If this
natural method is followed, the understanding of the children will
have a much better opportunity of development than when it is
under check by beginning the children’s training with the
alphabet.

The worker’s life will be in tune with the village life. He
will not pose as a litterateur buried in his books, loath to listen to
details of humdrum life. On the contrary, the people, whenever
they see him, will find him busy with his tools—spinning-wheel,
loom, adze, spade, etc.—and always responsive to their meanest
inquiries. He will always insist on working for his bread. God
has given to everyone the capacity of producing more than his
daily needs and, if he will only use his resourcefulness, he will not
be ill want of an occupation suited to his capacities, however poor
they may be. It is more likely than not that the people will gladly
maintain him, but It is not improbable that in some places he
may be given a cold shoulder. He will still plod on. It is likely
that in some villages he may be boycotted for his pro-Harijan pro
clivities. Let him in that case approach the Harijans and look to
them to provide him with food. The labourer is always worthy
of his hire and, if he conscientiously serves them, let him not
hesitate to accept his food from the Harijans always, provided that
he gives more than he takes. In the very early stages, of course,
he will draw his meagre allowance from a central fund where
such is possible.

I have deliberately left out the question of the cow. The
village worker will find it difficult to tackle the question and will
not attempt it, except to the extent of educating the people in
the theory of it. We have not yet hit upon the best way of curing
dead cattle’s hide and dyeing it, as also the best means of protec
ting the cow. In Gujarat the buffalo problem complicates the
situation. We have got to make people realize that to encourage
the buffalo is to allow the cow to die. But more of this some
other time.

I^^niembcL-XhaL-Qur weapons arc spiritual. It is a force that •
works irresistibly, if imperceptibly. Its progress is geometrical
rather than arithmetical. It never ceases so long as there is a pro
peller behind. The background of all your activities has, there-
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fore, to be spiritual. Hence the necessity for the stricktest purity
of conduct and character.

You will not tell me that this is an impossible programme,
that you have not the qualifications for it. That you have not
fulfilled it so far should be no impediment in your way. If it
appeals to your reason and your heart, you must not hesitate.
Do not fight shy of the experiment. The experiment will itself
provide the momentum for more and more effort.

Harijan^ 31-8-1934

327. "GOD BE PRAISED'^

75, 1934Y

Happily nobody questioned the propriety of the fast just
finished. On the contrary, those who have written about it have
recognized the necessity of it. Its spiritual value for me has
been inestimable. Why, I do not know, but it is a fact that man
clings most to God when he is in distress, even as a child clings
to its mother when it is in suffering. Though I was cheerful, I
had my due share of physical suffering attendant upon all fasts
except when required by ill-health.

I was able during the seven days to understand more fully
than hitherto the implications of what I had meant when from
a hundred platforms I had declared that untouchability was not to
be removed without the workers showing in their lives great purity
of character. Therefore, so far as the fast was directed towards
myself, it has, I hope, served its purpose. That I may fail to come
up to the standard I visualized during the fast is possible, nay,
probable. But no fast has ever proved an insurance against human
frailties. We can only mount to success through failures.

The fast was primarily and nominally intended as a penance
for the hurt caused to Swami Lalnath and his friends at Ajmer at
the hands of sympathizers with the movement. But in reality, it is
a call to all the workers and sympathizers to be most exact and
correct in approaching opponents. Utmost consideration and
courtesy shown to them is the best propaganda for the movement.
The fast was taken to impress upon the workei*s the truth that
we can only win over the opponent by love, never by hate.. Hate
is the subtlest form of violence. We cannot be really non-violent

* Vide “Interview to the Press”, pp. 315-6.
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