




 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

230 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Youi' efforts are of the nature of duragrahal. My success
will accept as success. My failure, too, will not harm
it will only prove that the workers were not prepared

society?
everyone
anyone;
to go farther than they did. An effort like mine is satyagraha.
Kindly look deep into your heart, listen to the still small voice
within and obey it, I pray you. Will you dine with me?

[From Gujarati]
Mahadtvbkaini DiaryVol. IV

145. SPEECH TO AHMEDABAD MILL-HANDS

March 7, 1916^

Hitherto we have discussed the workers’ pledge and what the
workers are to do. We have now to declare in writing what our
pledge is and what we have decided to do. Wc shall tell you what
you should expect from us and what, in the sight of God, we have
been planning to do. Whenever you see us committing mistakes or
slackening in our efforts to carry out our pledge, you can confront
us with it and censure us.^

[From Gujarati]
Ek Dkarmayuddha

146. AHMEDABAD MILL-HANDS^ STRIKE

March 2, 1918

Leaflet No. 5

We have so far considered the situation from our point of view.
It is rather difficult to do so from that of the employers. Workers’
efforts may have one of these two results :

Holding on to wrong, as opposed to satyagraha, holding on to truth. The
mill-owners remained obstinate at this time. Mahadev Desai thus anal>*sed
the situation: . .it appeared that the non-acceptance of the workers’ de
mand by the employers was not due to their inability to pay 35 per cent, but
to sheer obstinacy. They had adopted this perverse attitude fearing that if
once the workers succeeded, they would be a source of constant nuisance and
the advisers of labour would get a permanent footing.”

2 The speech evidently refers to Leaflet No. 4.
5 The rest of the speech is not available.
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