CBI probe: Hope for best, prepare for wordt

Bibhuti Bhusan Nandy

ALCUTTA Hirh Court
ordered the CBI to investi-
gate the Nandigram mas-
sacre and subrsit a report to the
Court within a week, a direction
that has been appreciated by the
nation. The extreme urgency of
an impartial inquiry into the car-
nage that has shocked and frau-
matised India was beyond doubt.
But what of the CBI? Should it
not, whilst carrving out the
Court’s orders to the hilt, also
respectfully point out that the
deadline fixed for the report on
fhis caime of 2@nocidal proper
tons is unrealistic? Should it also
not enter a plea that its task will
not be made easier by the fact that
there are no specific and well-

defined terims of reference? {(And
this would make the mquiry an
open-ended exercise which, given
the pressures on the CBI, may end
up in botched-up findings?) It will
be in the fitness of things for the
CBI to pray for adequate time so as
to do at least minimum justice to
the inquiry which is of immense
public interest ~ and for that the
nation owes a debt of gratitude lo
Calcutta High Court.

The macabre episode involved
multiple deaths (14 confirmed so
far) and unknown numbers of
injured and missing persons.
Thousands of police personnel
drawn from differcat disiiicts and
vatious units were deployed in the
operation, not to speak of the
other dramatis personae ~ the
chief minister, his party cohorts

and trusted bureaucrats, conspir-
ators ali, who planned the tinal
assault. Ar least the key decision-
makers in the state capital and
officials ut district and local levels
mwust be questioned and their
actions scrutinised i depth, over
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and above examining the foot sol-
diers.

The CBI's task has become all
the more complex with the gov-
o Qiid vspeciindy the pobice
doing cvervthing in their power
to conceul rather than reveal the
truth. This was evidenced by the
fact that the state DGFP brazenly

evaded, hours after the operation
was over, giving reliable details
rezarding the number of casual-
ties (he claimed only six pecple
had died) or the number of

rounds of armmmunibion fired i

the course of the operation. i
Saturday’s Press reporis are to be
believed, CPFI-M activists and
senior police officers camping at
Nandigram have jointly launched
4 mussive cover-up operation,
freely tampering with records
regarding deployment of torce,
arms and anununition issued, the
actual drill of the operation fol-
lowed, the fire-control order(s),
idenivivanon vi ihe dead ci ai.
The CBI will, hopefully, be
wary of accepting such concoct-
ed evidence at face value, as well
as the likely corroborating stite -
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mienis by prartlsat wimesses pro-
duced pv party activists, Its past
experience of official resistance it
has taced in tvestiQutiny, politi-
cal crimer i the state should
stand it 1 geod stead n the con-
duct of the present inquiry.
Withisni  thirty-six  hours  of
Calcutta izh Court passing the
ordes, a UBE team, headed by «
joint director, reached
Nanciataom on Thuesday and
straichiway got down to the job
at hand. The reward for this
pronpt action was the discovery
of siznificant pieces of tell-tale
> of the @ruesome opera-
Ser TR Or Tpioon on e
bridee, recovery of live bullets
from the bridge, and bullet-
marks on bridge walls are

Turn to page 9
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o-ared’in a’landmine explosion.

Seven otherg were hurt in the blast trig;fered by suspected rebels near a bus
tegrinal in,Srinagar on Saturday. AFP;,.

CBI PROBE...

significant finds, which, if
properly pursied, should
lcad to other evidence
regarding the true dimen-
sions of the carnage and
yield clues as to the identi-
ties of its perpetrators.
Fin-point information on
this score can be provided
by locals, but they will not
share if with the investiga-
tors unless they arc fully
assurcd their identities will

not be divulged. The
Intellizence Bureau (IB)

could certainly heip the CBI
in its invesiigation. The IB
has a massive presence in
cvery state capital and every
district, it 1s equipped with
excellent  transport  and
sophisticated communica-
aon facibities. Its sleuths are
nositioned in strength at tne
remotest reaches of each
distnict. East Midnapore dis-
frict 1s no exception o this
rule. Nandigram has been
on the boil for months
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together over the West
Bengal government’s land
acquusition policy. The area
witnessed eruption of wan-
ton inter-party violence that
took a toll of at least six
innocent lives on 7 January.
Since then, thanks in major
part t0 instigation by the
likes of CPI-M leaders Mr
Binoy Konar and Mr
Laxman Scth, the situation
has been deteriorating fast
and was heading for a hor-
rific showdown.

There 1s no question that
the IB would have reported
cvery bit of intelligence on
the evolving catastrophe as
well as the disastrous police
operation that was finalised
by the chief minister and his
trusicd bureaucrats to, and |
am quoting the state home
sccretary here, “occupy”
the lost territory. On D-day,
Intelligence
Ministry mandarins in
North Block as well as the
National Security Adviser in
South Block surely received

and Home.

®

all details on a minute-to-
minute basis over the hot-
line between 1B headquar-
ters and its office in Kolkata.
And yet, in making their
statements on Nandigram in
the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha respectively, Union
home minister Mr Shivraj
Patil and his minister of
state Mr Shiv Prasad Jaiswal
merely parroteci the tenden-
tious half-truths and distor-
tions reported by the state
government. Did they do so
because the survival of the
UPA government ninges on
CPI-M suvport? Cleariy, the
CBI will get no intellizence
support from the IB and wall
have to take as zospe! truth
whatever information the
state police and infelligence
decide to share. In the cir-
cumstances, we can only
hope for the best but prepare
for the worst regarding the
outcome of the CBI inquiry.
(The author is a former
additional secretary,
Research & Analysis Wing)
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and of these nearly 11,000 remain
untraced. This is just a tentative
estimate because the data has been
from police records.
Maiy criminal cases are either not
reported, and if reported not reg-
istered, by the. police. NHRC
rescarch has shown with hard da-
ta that every year the percentage of
untraced, persons continues” to
Increase.

State police agencies have their
own procedures for tracing miss-
ing persons. Wherever, the case of
a missing person 1Is reeived, no tfor-
mal FIR is re<istered i the police
station, and only a nussing person

collected

detailed an officer exclusively for °

investigation. The child was traced
in Mumbai by the invesngating
officer after a week. However, this
1s not possible in every case
because of manpower constraints.

In the USA private non-~profit
organisations like the National
Centre for Missing and Exploited
Children provide free services for
the familics of the kidnapped and
sexually-exploited children. 1t also
serves as a clearing house of infor-
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ssure from their senior officers,
and the laiter from their political
bosses, to ensure that crime fiqures

do not show any disproportionate.

increase. There 1s a conspiracy of
silence from top to bottom when
station house officers refuse to reg-
ister the case and drive away the
complainants, The performance ot
the ruling party in the mainte-
nance of law and ordcr in the floor
of the assembly 1s judged o the
basis of manipulated crime fig-
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v Police brutdhty and high-handedness are not a recent phenomenon They have
: remained unaddressed because of stluctural infirmities Replged

1 r 1E Nithari scrial killings & i ferers and the Nit}i_ari;fkilling are a
S| 1ave caused a sensc of — REEREEERAELCEN T e R e L et A e S RS tragic illustration. of the outcome
L. shock and revulsion all the cx131111g drmnqcments f01 alone to bear the brunt of the of this monstrous malpractice.

y over the country. Every- crime. prevention and control. problem. The UP. govemment after bifter
st day more skeletons are NHRC’s study has shown that Further in all cases of missing public criticismhas decided to sus-
ly tumbling out of the cupboards. many of these missing persons, person a “zero FIR” can be regis- pend two. senior IPS officers and
s The number of children and particularly women and children, tered to enable the police to take  dismiss some subordinate officers.
d  women abused and killed, as CBl  are trafficked for commercial sex- -~ up sustained investigation. How- = While disciplinary‘action is called
- investigators are now finding, will ~ ual exploitation, forced labour and  ever, there is a-reluctance on the for, the hard fact rémains that this
n  bhe far more than what has s far  cther forms of abuse. part of the police to regisier com-  does not address - the  systentic
ft come to light. The conduct of the [ recall with some ‘measure of plaints ‘because any upswing in malaise eating into thie vitals of the
\d  police has been appalling and the  satisfaction that when posted as  crime figures is viewed as lack of police organisations. -

fe. criticisms of police apathy and cal- ~ DIG in a Range Headquarters: in - efficiency and competent perfor- Police brutality ‘and highhand-
th  lousness arc more than justified. Orissa I could help a father totrace - mance on the part of the field offi-  edness are not a récent phenone-
m  However, Nithari killings raise his on,ly rmssmg son because 1 cers. They are under constant pre-  non. Fven as- early”as in 1850
in some  wider issues of police Wr ' Torture Commission, and- later on
lis  administration and investigation S the Police.Commission (ISO -02)
1¢  which must not be lost sight of. and. subsequcntly many other
t-  Otherwise, similar scandalous out- commissions. hlghhghted Misco-
of rages of graver of lesser dimension duct of police station officers and
of  will erupt. their lack of concern-for the rigiits
ily The problem of missing per- of the.people and particularly of
of sons in our country has not so far the poor and downtrodden. They
at  been properly addressed. The have remained unaddressed be-
at  path-breaking research study of cause of structural infirmities in
fn  National Human Rights Commi- the 'police which today function as
1~ ssion conducted by the Institute of the ‘ruling party’s police ‘and not
i Social Sciences. has shown that in the people’s police. '

st India on an average nedrly 45,000 Today in dll states, with. greater
- persons go on missing every year or lesser: degzees thexe is constant

political interference in the trans-
fer, poshng and- investization to
cases done by the police. In some
states.the .police wili not register
FIR unless the party apparatchiks
nod- their appréval. Hence, the
pritne concerir of the. police ofti-
cers is:to. keep the politicians .in
power happy and do their bidding,
They have no time for helping the
people in: dlsn ess, and particularly
if they arevoiceless migrants.
Many experts’ and cm.tlystb kave
mehasxsed the nced for improv-
Ing and humamsu\g police train-
ing for atntudmdl fransformation.
Buit trammg, thou;..h a very iapor-

entry is made n the police station  mation about anissing and exploit- . ures. This tyranny or statistics is  itant input, ¢annot ‘overcome the
diary. The station house officer edchildren. In India also there are  wreaking havoc. On a conservative

forwards the intormation to the
superintendent or deputy commis-
sioner of police who in turn for-
wards it to the office of the police
chiet. The local police officers pub-
licise the particulars of the missing
persons in the mecha by circulat-
ing the available identification
detalls and the photographs. No
further efforts to locate the nussing
persons who are soon abandoned.

At the police headquarters,
information regarding the missing
persons is lodgzed with the “Miss-
ing Persons Burcau™, a wing of the
state CID, and they in turn forward

it to the National Crime Records

Burcau of the Government of
Lt which-seis < a documenta-
Hon cenire, but piays no role n the
iracing. Thus virtually under the
existing arrangements no serious
effort worth the name is-made at
any level to trace the missing per-
sons. This 1s a gaping loophole in
A Senior Fellow, Institute
Social Sciences, the author had
served as Director, National
Human Rights Commission, and
the National Police Academy.

of

NGOs" like Children India Fo-
undation aind National Centre for
Missing Children. They have host-
cd sites displaying the photos of
missing persons and children ‘on
whom the police 1s conducting
imvestigation.

However, there 1s no systematic
coordination and cooperation
between the police and NGOs ded-
icated 10 fhe endeavour. Indeed
efforts to trace missing persons are
ad hoc and slipshod, and in conse-
quence a large number of persons,
particularly women and children,
remain untraced. Resources and
time at the disposal of police agen-
cies are totally inadequate to deal
comprehensively with the growing
magnitde of the roblent. — Furs
ther, the police ‘have displayed
utter lack of sensitivity in deploy-
Ing even their limited resources to
tackle the problem anddisplayed

no concern for the plight of the -

victims. A national centre for miss-
ing and exploited ehildren should
be set up with links between the
government and non-government
agencics working across the coun-
try. It is nol possible for police

estimate registered crimes in India
are not even one-tenth.of the actu-
al incidence.

Victimisation survevs are done
In-many western countries to
know the actual incidence of
crime from the victims because
police statistics are viewed as
unreliable. This, however, 1s never
done in india because this may
reveal the massive ihe risig crimc
graph all over the country. In UP
the malaise has surfaced in an
aggravated form because of con-
stant . polifical pressures on the
police to keep crime figures under
control. =~ -

One retired DG of UP police had
tormally complained to the NHRC

__about the illegality of instruction
issued by the then chief raitister o

the ' police officers that crime fig-
ures must show a decline. Thus
crime statistics are like a scene
from Alice in° Wonderland. The
images of crime figures in UFP in
1996 were less than those mn
1905. How many of our newspa-
per reporiers know or mention
this? In such a scenario the poor,
voiceless people are the worst suf-

impact of ‘the organisational cul-
ture. Very. soon:pelice subcuiturs
prevails over pnnClples and norms
taught during training, The ans-
wer is to insulate: the police from
corroding . exfrancous’ pressurcs
and influence. Henee the abiding
importance of struetural police rec-
forms- recommended - by the
National Police: Lommlwon Re-

cently the Supremer Court in the
case of . Prakash Singii-has i
directions o central-and state gov

ernments for pohce reforms wi lh a
view 10 ensuring police autonory

and accoumabmty and freeing it
from asphyxiating political con-
frol. There is ‘determined resis-
tance from state: gdvernments, ir-

respective of the golour of the rui-

Ing parties, to mgplemcnt theb\, re-
ff\un1g
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There 1s necd tor QF cater pubm
awareness ;and - VIZOLOUS pressitre
to implement these reforxm direct-
ed by the Quprcmc Gourt other-
wise, tragic Nithari Killings, -will
remain just another grim episode
i the annals of Country’s mis-
governance and dack of resolve (o

break the noxious pohce politician
HEXUS. -
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The Terrible Plight of Women in Palistan

Women in Pakistan, ov rather
throughout the world, hear the
brunt of increasing poverty, colos-
sal human deprivation, poor gov-
ernance; discrimination based on
custom, tradition, and civil and
wmilitary streife,

While growing up in Pakistan
IS a perpetual struggle. to be a
woman in this region is to be al-
most a non-person. Women coms-

prise 48% of the population of

Pakistan. This differencc in the
gender ratio is also a reflection of
neglect and social prejudices
against female babies. But even this
huge percentage 1s ignored or dis-
criminated against by the political.
social and economical structures
of countrv. That horror affects
women above all:.and most cru-
elly in the so-called “third world™.
In Pakistan women face numerous
problems of different kinds. includ-
ing obstacles 1n emplovment.
higher education. low wages. sexual
harassment. draconian laws. restric-
tions in taking part in mainstream
politics, social differences. domes-
tic labour, honour killings, poot liv-
ing standards and conditions, etc.
The rcason for this social degra-
dation is acute poverty.

The vast numbers of poor
people in the region are starved of
sustainable livelihoods and a com-
bination of basic nceds. While both
sexes suffer due ‘to being locked
in their rigid and narrowly defined
gender roles, it is the women who
pay the price in a much more obvi-
ous way. Underlying the incquali-
tics faced by women in all arcas ts
one fundamental dilemima: poverty.
But Pakistani women personify a
gender and class-specific poverty
of opportunity. In order to under-
stand women’s position in Paki-
stan: we must addreas the way

vender determines power. status
and control over resources™.

In Pakistan. the hierarchices,
through which not only women but
also entire communities are op-
pressed. are far more associated
with the semi-feudal’semi-capital-
1st system than with religion or
culture. A gender division of labor
reinforces unjust and discrimina-
tory practices. Although women
perform some of the heaviest. dirti-
est and most labor-intensive work.
much of the labor remains invis-
ible as it occurs cither within the
household or in the unregulated
informal sector. Women comprise
ol 30% of'the total fabor force. but
65.7% of this female labor force i1s
officially accounted for in the in-
formal sector. For many informal
sector workers, perhaps the major-
ity. working conditions and terms
of labor are cxploitative. charac-
terized by low wages and long
working hours with no protective
laws. These are due to the poli-
cies demanded by the IMI. The
informal sector is growing, which
is making conditions for the work-
ing class even worse. Thc infor-
mal sector has grown 8 10 9 times
since 1978-79. Oneexample of tivis
problem is that of the brick kiln
workers in Pakistan, An estimated
100.000 females work in brick kilns,
but they arce not “officially™ em-
ployed because whole families work
in a form of bonded labour. i which
only the male head of the family 1s
registered. '

Globalisation has benefited only
a miniscule elite class ol wounien,
lcaving the vast majority of wonen
in the agricultural, formal and
informal sectors (o cope with the
negative impacts of this “liberal-
czation™, Some 66.4% of the fe-
male ibour force works for a liv-

_ing tn the rural economy. The ru-

ral women are said to work between
(2 to 16 hours a day. The female
tabor force has grown at an aver-
age annual rate of 16.7% over the
last [§ years, although their po-
sition is becoming less secure day
by day. Oun the other hand, women's
paplicipation in the formal indus-
trial labour force is 34.3%,
whether self-employed or con-
tracted, they are exploited by ev-
erybody, from law enforcement
authorities to petty moneylenders.
The capitalist system regards
wonten as a convenicen( source of
cheap labour and part of the re-
serve army of labour to be drawn
on when there is shaqrtage of
labour and then discarded again
when the need disappears. The
absolute domination of imperil-
ism and the giant multinationals
ensures that the last drop of sur-
plus value is mercilessly squeezed
out of men, women and children
without distinction.

The slavery of women is worse
today thatin any other time in his-
tory. Up to 80% of wonien are sub-
jected to different forms of domes-
tic violence in their lives. Violence
against women includes not only
physical violence, sexual, psycho-
logical and emotional abuse. Physi-
cal violence includes murder,
sometimes in the guise of honour
killings, notoriously known as
“KKaroKari”, female infanticide,
stove burning and acid throwing.
Sexual violence includes rape,
mavrital rape, custodial rape, gang
rape, incest, public stripping, and
harassment through language,
acsture and trafficking and forced
prostitution. According (o the
United Nations Population IFund
(UNPEFA) 80% of the 600,000
peaple rafficked across in(erna-
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tional borders each year are women
‘and girls. These include more than
25,0000 women from Pakistan. This
trade has an annual profitof 12
billion dollars.

Discrimination against women
often starts before birth and lasts
throughout their lives. The birth
of a girl is regarded as a mistor-
tunc. kvery year some 500.000
women die from complications aris-
ing from pregnancy and perhaps
a further 200,000 die from unpro-
fessional and clandestine abor-
tions. The annual GDP growth rate
IS 6.6%. but whatever the growth
has beenatis largely limited to the
elite in the region. Any so-called
“benefits™ of competitive markets
and other mainstays of globaliza-
tion have been tilted towards. the

“ehtenunority and-have campletely+-
failed to-alleviate the poverty of

Pakistani women. Unemployment
is increasing due to privatization
and downsizing associated with the

race to become more competitive.

Globalization has also failed to
address the issue of economic and
environmental sustainability: in-
stead it has foree poor and uncdu-

cated women into a more acute situ- -
ation of deprivation and subjuga-

tion than ever before.

The political history of Pakistan
in the post independence era has |

been turbulent. Women remain
severely underreprescated in po-
litical ollices, civil services
other local bodies. They have hardly
a voice in the decision-making fo-
rums. Their entry into politics is
hindered by a corrupt money-cen-
tered violent political system.
Women form less than 5% of the
membérship of any political party

in Pakistan. Female participation

in parliament is abysmally poor and
most of the women elected to par-
liament on reserved séats belong
to the traditional ruling elites.
Things are even worse for.women
in Pakistan, where the Islamic Sharia

-
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and

is the law. Despite “constitutional’
guarantees of equality. legal dis-
crimination against womep persists
in terms of criminal punishment,
property. citizenship. marriage/di-
vorce. tenancy. adoption. abortion,
rape and trafficking.

These discriminative attitudes
were a part of our primitive cul-
ture but ironically during the dic-
tatorship of general Zia-ul-haq
these were made a part of our law.
Women were bonded in the name
of Islamisation and were restricted
in the disguise of “protection
word “protection™ was potgntially
damaging for women. In Phkistan
it meant a greater prohibition of
women participation in social, cul-
tural and political activities. It

_strengthened the perception of

women as subordinate weak: and
incapable; a trend that is retlected
in both laws and policies. Pakistan;
in addition; is home to two consti-
tutionally created bodies with su-
pra-constitutional and extra-judi-

cial powers. These “parallel judi- .
... claries”

- the Council of Islamic
Ideology and Federal Sharia Court
- have taken decisions that vio-
late fundamental rights guarantecd
in the 1973 constitution.” One of |

". The .

with these is that do not under-
stand that not every individual man
subscribes to an overt patriarchal
idecology and not every individual
women is in a subordinate paosi-
tion. They fail to sce the overall
structure of this capitalist soci-
ety. We must oppose a partial ap-
proach, which plages the cultural
battle at the cenlcr of our cam-
paign independent of class origins.

In the past woimen were condi-
tioned by class society to be po-
litically unorganized and passive.
thereby providing'a. 'social base for
reaction. The bourgdoisie utilizing
the services ofreligton. feminism,
the press and media, bases itself
on this laycer to kecp itself in power.
But this situation is chang,lnu The
role of women in society,is being
more widely discussed. ‘The con-
stant attacks of capitalism on
women will further radicalize ever-
broader layers of women and push
them in a revolutionary direction.
The only road to a better life is the
road of organized.labor’s struggle

*against capital -against all oppres-
sion, evil and exploitation. The in-

téycst of working men and women
are equal.are one. Only in a united
- striggle together with male work-

the worst examplcs is the Hadood ., ers shall we obtain our rights and

law. Zina ordinance. introduced in
1979 by the vicious US sponsored
dictator Zia-ul-haq. Under the Zina
ordinance, cases of rape have of-
ten been converted into sexual re-
lations outside marriage. which are
considered offences under the or-

- dinance. Thus the risks for women

reporting rape are manyfold.
Those really responsible are the
imperialists in Washington and
their stooges in Pakistan who
armed and financed these monsters

in theirs “struggle” against *coin-

munism”. Feminisin has nothihg
in common with the real struggle
for the emancipation of women.
They merely channel the revolu-
tionary spirit of women away from
the labor movement. The tragedy

wifi a better life. No nation can
davelophalf free and half chained
- women have to organize them-
selves to abolish political, social
and economic opprression. But this
organization has to be on the ba-
sis. of class rathee. than gender.
Attitude shifts in society as a whole
are required to overthrow the capi-
talist system and Yhis is why the
gender issue istnot just one about
women, bt about both men and
women and their interaction.

Achieving gender equality re-
quires trans formative change, its
need to aware aud inobilize women
workers and struggie unitedly
agaiust the exploitation. S
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Hhave to follow
c‘amiahsm Buddha

Chaitanya Kalbag
Kolkata, July I8

IT IS like being thrown about in an iceological cock-
tail shaker. You get off a gleaming passenger jet and
drive over a soaring expressway to the 227-year-old
Writers’ Buildings in Kolkata to meet a very capital-
ist communist politician. -

West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee says there is no place for jobless growth,
and now that the communists’ radical land reform,
wi: ch broke up large zamindar land-holdings among

' and marginal share-croppers, has nearly run its
course, L2 logical next step is industrialisation. This
isnot mu: .0 the ears of the CPI()\')'s allies in the
Left Front _oalition that has ruled the state, unchal-
lenged, for the past 30 years.

v “Iam very clear in my mind. This is capitalism. I just
cannot build socialism in one part of th = country. They
(leftist critics) theoretically cannot acci2pt this position.
Academically they cannot accept this pcsition. I cannot
build socialism in one state of India. I have to follow
capitalism. But we have to protect aga.nst the negative
effects of a capitalist society,” Bhattacharjee told the
Hindustan Times in an exclusive two-hour interview.

| Continued on Page || r
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I have to follow capitalism: Budd

West Bengal chief manister in conversation with Chaitanya Kalbag

Continued from Page |

“The world is changing, Com-
munists are also changing. We
can't stick to our old dogmas.
Deng Xiaoping used to say
‘Learn truth from the facts, not

rom dogmas’.”
~ The Left Front won power for
the seventh straight time in the
May 2006 state elections, with
235 seats in the 294-seat legisla-
}_\Ilje. The CPL(M), riding on the
slogan of industrialisation, won
a crushing majority on its own
with 176 seats. But the euphoria
of that victory has dimmed
sharply in"the ferocious con-
{rontation between the govern-
ment and protesters in Nandi-
gram, where a chemical hub was
séught to be set up, and in Sin-
gur, where the Tatas plaﬁ'—to
Build a small-car plant. Four-
teen people died in police firing
at Nandigram on March 14, and
six more in subsequent group
clashes.

“What we learnt from Nandi-
gram is that we should move
fast, but cautiously...l admit
that we failed to reach the mass-
es. Before we explained what it
“Was all about, what the chemical
hub was, what benefits they

would get, the opposition suc-
essfull

c y misléd the peoplg,”

hattacharjee said. He said

Nandigram would not go ahead,

but a chemical hub was essen-

tial “in or around” the port city

. of Haldia. “If Ifail. then jt wiil
} £ to Gujaral.” he added.

" Bhattacharjee made clear

competition for investment was

\. intense. West Bengal beat out

seven other states to win the
huge chemical hub project,
whose anchor investor is Indian
0Oil Corporation. The project
would also spawn downstream
industries like polymers and
rubber.

“We should speed up the
process of industrialisation be-
cause new proposals are com-
ing. We cannot just wait,” Bhat-
tacharjee said. “If I miss the
trend, I will miss the bus. Be-
cause (investors) ca it for
West Bengal for months togeth-
? They will just move to anoth-

r state. There is keen competi-
tion between states like Gujarar
Maharashtra and West Bengal.
Therefore time is a factor.”

He ;idmitted that there has

been “opposition from _the
CPIM)S Left Front partners.
“We are st

debating among
ourselves the need for manufac-

turing investment in West Ben-
gal. If we sit content with what
we have done in agriculture, it
will not help us. We have to move
from agriculture to industry.”

He said the “traditional left is
a ljittle confused”, and the Tri-
namool Congress, the largest op-
position party with 30 seats, was
taking advantage of the situa-
tion.

“Without industry how do you
prog¥ess” This is the genegal
trend of all civilisafiti — from

Village to city, from agriculture
to industry. You cannot stop it,

you should not stop it. And for
that you need private industry,
privat ial. you need big
Business. We need™Rultination-

What we learnt from Nandigram
is that we should move fast, but
cautiously... | admit that we failed
to reach the masses. Before we
explained what it was all ahout,
what the chemical hub was, what
benefits they would get, the
opposition successfully misied

the people

" Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,

: ANA
s — the onilzf\_'éservation 18
t we won't let them enter the
getail sector.

“We need big investment, we
need manufacturing industries.
At the same time, we just cannot
say we do not want FDI (foreign
direct investment). We have dis-
cussed all these things in our
party — FDI, SEZs (special eco-
nomic zones), taking loans from
the World Bank./But our Le

(partners are still vacillating.”

Bhattacharjee described his
vision of replicating the miracle
of Haldia, which was a sleepy

fishing village on the Haldi river

West Bengal Chief Minister

30 years ago and is now a thriv-
ing industrial town with 106 fac-
tories, on the opposite bank in

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT

change the quality of life in that
area...Therefore Singur is very

important for us.” He said thep
Nandigram. “We thought we , Tatas, and the government,

would build a bridge over the “would do all they could do to

river and create another Hal-
dia,” he said a trifle wistfully.
But now that Nandigram wilt
not happen, Bhattacharjee is de-
termined to push ahead with
Singur, where the Tatas are try-
ing to buy land from 12,000 farm-
ers. The Singur car factory

train the “land-losers” to take up
other occupations.
“Only a small number still op-
ose it “And they are being patro-
nised by the opposition. But this
is not the whole story. I think

Singur is now a closed chapter.

C: : They have got the message that i¢
would create 4,000 jobs and¥ just cannot roll back.”

spawn a host of ancillary indus-
tries. “It will change the entire
economy of that area. It will

The chief minister said he
has tried very hard to reason
with Mamata Banerjee, who

mounted a 26-day hunger strike

over Singur and has said she
will never allow the plant to
come up. “I am trying again and
again to talk to the opposition. I
have written at least six letters
to Mamata Banerjee, to discuss
and try a dialogue,” said Bhat-
tacharjee wryly. “I have not writ-
ten six letters to any of my
friends, boy or girl friends, in
my college days.”

Bhattacharjee said he was
keenly aware that West Bengal
received little or no major man-
ufacturing investment after the
Durgapur steel plant. Now, in-
vestors are flocking to the state,
drawn by its political stability,
law and order, and communal
harmony.

So what differentiates Bhat-
tacharjee from Gujarat’s Naren-
dra Modi? He says the “Left al-
E.-_:_-ymiw" means supplying free

ooks and mid-day meals in the
state’s 68,000 primary schools,
cOVering 72% of the population
in state-run hospitals and clin-
ics, and setting up 600,000 self- .
help groups for 5.6 million)
women.

“Some economists think that
the market economy is omnipo-
tent. We don’t think so. We live
in a market economy, but it giar-
ginalises a secti  the peopled
Who will take care of them?";
asks Bhattacharjee.

As an example. he said of the
38,700 villages in West Bengal,
the zovernment has identified
4,612 that are the “poorest of the
r)'qm, “We have to take care of

them. This is the Left alterna-

’——"

tive,” he said. “We have to pro-
tect people against the negative
effects of a capitalist socie-
ty...We have enrolled more thar.
one million workers in the unor-\

ganised sector for provident{:

fund.”
Bhattacharjee told the Hin-

dustan Times there were three
major projects i ine.
The first was a seaport, the
largest in India, on the Bay of
Bengal. to take advantage of In-
dia's “Look East” policy and be
the entrepot for trade with
Southeast and East Asia. The
second, an elevated mass-transit
system in Kolkata using Czech
technology, would cover a 46-km
route frem Joka to Sodepur. And
finally, a new east-west corridor
for the Metro, from Salt Lake to
Howrah station.

The chief minister is also ex-
cited about horticulture and
agricultural exports, and setting
up cold storage and cold chains
for vegetables — West Bengal pro-
duced 11.6 million tonnes last
year. the most in the country.
Flowers from the Kolkata max‘!g
ket are now flown to the Nether{\'\
lands.

The 63-year-old Bhattachar-
jee, a poet and playwright who
has translated two Gabriel Gar-
cia Marquez books, said he had
no time now to write. He is cur-

rently reading Orhan Pamuk,
the Nobel Prize-winning Turk-
ish novelist.

With Rajiv Bagchi and Anirban
Chaudhury

(FULL INTERVIEW ON
www.hindustantimes.com)
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PUNJAB 5

Assembly Elections and Move for

Second Chamber (Upper House)

SATYAPAL DANG

Many features of the electoral battle (2007) for
the Punjab Assembly need to be noted and
seriously pondered over by all. There were two
contenders for power—the Congress and
Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal). The Congress had
hoped to return to power. Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh’s claim that his government had
performed better in the matter of fixing
remunerative prices for wheat, paddy, etc. and
that timely and prompt procurement of crops at
the prices fixed by the government had benefited
the Punjab peasantry was not baseless. This has
also been proved by the results. Although the
Congress has lost power, its share in the votes
polled has increased—a fact which has not been
highlighted by the media.

There was, however, a negative factor. Captain
Amarinder Singh had been playing the Sikh card.
For instance, crores of rupees were spent on
celebrating religious (almost exclusively Sikh)
festivals and on big advertisements in the media
even though Hindus are by no means a small
minority in Punjab. This violated the norms of
secularism and irritated not a few Hindus.

The interests of the industrial workers and
agricultural workers were completely neglected.
Minimum wages were not revised even once
during Amarinder’s five-year rule though the
prices of even essential commodities had been
shooting up. A large number of industrial units
were closed down but nothing was done to.revive
the industry. Nor was anything done to improve
the lot of women.

In the list of candidates of the Congress as well
as the Akali Dal (Badal) were included several
relatives of the Chief Minister on the one hand
and Parkash Singh Badal, the SAD(B) strongman,
on the other. Many candidates of the two
contestants for power were crorepatis, some having
declared assets worth nearly 100 crores of rupees.
Distribution of money and liquor took place on
an unprecedented scale. Interestingly, it was
reported that many voters availed of the offers

The author is a distinguished CPI leader in Punjdb.
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from both the main contestants.

The percentage of voting in the State was very
high. Women too did not lag behind this time.
“However, their representation in the Vidhan
Sabha is meagre.” (The Tribune editorial of March
3, 2007) There was-only one woman candidate of
the CPI and she was given the ticket because her
husband (who was to be the candidate) had died
in the course of campaigning as a result of an
accident. There are only two women Ministers in
the 18-strong Cabinet—one from the Akali Dal
and the other from the BJP.

There are four near relatives of Parkash Singh
Badal in his Cabinet: Manpreet Singh Badal (his
nephew); Adesh Partap Singh (his son-in-law);
Bikram Singh Majitha (his son’s brother-in-law);
and Janmej Singh Sekhon (a relative of his nephew
Manpreet Singh Badal). According to a report in

The Tribune (March 3, 2007),

The surprise was Majitha. He is the brother of
Harmindar Kaur, the wife of Sukhbir Badal. Being a
first-time MLA, political observers had thought that he
would at best get the chairmanship of a board or a
corporation. In fact his name was cleared for a Cabinet
berth around midnight after the name of Sarwan Singh
Phillaur, elected for the fifth time, was dropped.

As a consequence resentment in the ruling
Akali Dal was natural and inevitable.

There is resentment in the BJP as well. A report
in Dainik Bhaskar/Jagaran has the heading:
“Ludhiana, BJPwalas again disappointed”. The

report says:
The BJP has not got anyone included in the Badal
Cabinet from the Malwa region, (not even) Satpal
Gosain who had been elected in 1992, 1997 and now
for the third time...The BJP will have to pay for
overlooking Ludhiana.

The Badal Cabinet visited Amritsar on March
5, paid obeisance at the Golden Temple and
Deorgiana Mandir and also offered floral tributes

at Jallianwala Bagh.

Badal has made the welcome declaration that >
there would be no political vindictiveness and K

policy of constructive cooperation with the Centre
would be followed. The Congress boycotted the
oath-taking ceremony by the Ministers. This was
unfortunate. Maybe it was a kind of retaliation
because in 2002 the Akalis had done the same
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and perhaps also the BJP. However, two mistakes
do not make one right. The slanderous manner
(using abusive and even filthy language) in which
the two leaders (Amarinder and Badal) conducted
the election campaign is not conducive to
strengthening our parliamentary democracy. The
rank-and-file of all parties miust demand that
electoral campaigns must be carried out in a
civilised way.

Parkash Singh Badal has declared that he
would start two new departments, one relating to
employment and one relating to non-resident
Indians, that is, NRIs (mostly Punjabis in Great
Britain who, I believe, have dual citizenship).
Many of these NRIs had descended on Punjab to
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Bengal. He was also the supporter of the princely

order and thought it would not be a bad idea if the
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help the candidates of their choice by money and
also by influencing their relatives living in Punjab.

‘What all rights the NRIs should have in Punjab/

India is a controversial matter and a ticklish one
at that. The announcement about starting an NRI
department should have been discussed first in
the new Vidhan Sabha and even at a meeting of
all recognised political parties. '

¢

THE would-be Chief Minister announced on March
2, 2007 itself that he would take steps to ensure
the revival of the Vidhan Parishad (Legislative
Council) in Punjab. This was quite surprising and
shocking. ‘About four decades ago (or perhaps
earlier) it was declared that there should be
Legislative Councils only in big States. In Punjab
the Council was abolished. At present only five
States have second chambers. |

This move in Punjab has been sought to be
justified on the ground that this would help to
get the valuable contribution of intellectuals who
are generally not inclined to contest elections.
However, help from such intellectuals can easily
be availed by the Vidhan Sabha setting up, from
time to time, commissions and committees on
specific issues. But if there are intellectuals who
think that they can help only by becoming
legislators, then they must be ready to contest the
elections. That alone would enable them to have
contact with the masses which is essential to
voice, defend and fight for the latter’s general
interests. The move to have a Vidhan Parishad is
a move to have a second chamber of legislature
in Punjab that would provide accommodation for
politically ambitious persons who are not ready
to get or who think they would not get elected to
the Vidhan Sabha in a direct election. It is hoped
that the Congress will not support the Akali-BJP
attempt to revive the second chamber of legislature
in Punjab that would only turn out to be a big
financial burden on the common people.

The CPM (Pasla) has- already come out in
opposition to the move. It seems to me that the
CPI and CPI-M are still silent in the matter. (I shall
be happy if I am wrong.)If that is true, I would
strongly appeal to the two parties that they should
take the correct stand without further delay, and
mobilise people to ensure that this effort for a
second chamber is scuttled at the earliest. This is
what the interests of the people and democracy
demand. =
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