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TIMES OF INDIA SUNDAY COLUMNS BY GURCHARAN _DAS

(Appears every other Sunday. This archive contains columns from January 1998 to September 2002)

IN PRAISE OF UNSELFISHNESS February 17, 1998

"In the arena of human life the honours and rewards fall to those who show their good qualities in action," wrote
Aristotle in the Nicomachean Ethics. It is good to be reminded of Aristotle's words for we suffer in India from a bias
against action (and in favour of contemplation.) Because the Brahmin always had the upper hand the author of the
Bhagvadgita felt compelled to extol nishkama karma and the path of action. It is not often that a human worth is
recognised but it does happen once in a while and it did last month, when one Satya Pal Dang was awarded the
Padma Bhushan for a life lived for the sake of others. For a brief day it restored my faith in Delhi. Satya Pal Dang
decided to light a candle when others were cursing the darkness. But he was different from other do-gooders who are
so busy doing good that that they find no time to be good. Satya Pal is a palpably good man. The secret of his
benevolence rests in a fellow feeling that puts him on the same level with the fellow who suffers. He has been lifelong
communist. But uniike most communists, Setya Pal and his lovely wifz, Vimia have lived their iife in the frenches. in
the fifties and sixties they organized industrial labour in Chherta, near Amritsar. For twenty five years they selfiessly
ran its municipality, and the community reciprocated by showering them with affection. In the eighties Sat Pal turned
to fight terrorism in the Punjab through community action. Vimla created a successful campaign to rehabilitate the
widows and the children of the terrorist's victims. Till today they remain on the hit list of the terrorists. Sat Pal, as the
Punjabis call him, was born in district Gujranwalla in the old Punjab, in a village called Ramnager, which flickered
briefly into history as the place where the British forces decisively defeated the Sikh army. it came to be known in our
history books as the "Second Anglo Sikh War," and paved the way for a hundred years of British rule in the Punjab.
Sat Pal came from an Arya Samaj family and went to the Government College in Lyallpur (now Faisalabad). There he
won all the prizes. His family dreamt of a glorious career for him, until one day, to their horror, they discovered that
their boy had become a Marxist and a card carrying member of Communist Party. It was a great blow to their
bourgeois hopes of power, wealth, and prestige. Sat Pal was thrown out of college in Lyallpur for organizing a strike.
He shifted to Government College, Lahore, where he joined the circle of famous leftists--Rajbans Khanna, Romesh
Chandra, Surinder Sahgal Inder Kumar Gujral (Yes, Inder Gujral!). There he also met Vimla, who was also an ardent
activist. In that charmed circle, Vimla was admired for her good looks, her deep convictions, and her glamorous
background. Her father worked for the BBC; her mother had been trained in Italy in the Montessori teaching system;
all her brothers were communists. Her mother taught at Sir Ganga Ram College, headed by the famous Miss
Chattopadhyay who was connected to the nationalist movement through her sister, Sarojini Naidu. They used to meet
at the Indian Coffee House in Lahore and listen to the poetry of Igbal and Faiz Ahmed Faiz. But Mijaz was their
favourite, and Sat Pal used to recite his famous lines: ‘Tere chehre pey yeh anchal / bahut hi khub hai lekin / tu es
anchal se ek parcham bana let / toh accha tha.' it was natural for the brilliant Sat Pal and the vivacious Vimla to fall in
love. | happened to lunch with Sat Pal and Vimla a few months ago in Chherta. After lunch, Vimia brought out an
album of photographs of their younger days. One of the pictures was taken in a Bengal village. It showed Sat Pal and
Vimla, two idealistic faces, helping out during the terrible famine in 1943. "After returning home from Bengal we raised
a lakh of rupees for the starving victims." said Sat Pal. Another photograph showed Vimla in Prague in 1947, where
she had gone to attend the first World Youth Festival. There was triumph in her eyes. She had been elected Vice
President of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. Her self assured smile conveyed the wonderful confidence
that she felt as a youth leader at the peak of the international communist movement. She had every reason to believe
that right was on her side, and they would rule the world. Stalin’s genocides had yet come to light. Nor had the Soviet
tanks moved to crush freedom in Prague one spring morning. How was this innocent face peering out in sepia tones
to know that her God would turn out to be false? What was never false, however, was Vimla and Sat Pal's life long
fight against injustice and poverty. Their small share of happiness exists because they ceased to think of themselves.



Satyapal Dang, the symbol of democratic conscience

Satyapal Dang is a name that the history of struggle for national integration and sovereignty in
India without budging an inch on the issues of social oppression cannot rub off. But at a time
when the Indian democratic life is under threat from Lohiaites like George Fernandes, Laloo
Prasad Yadav and Mulayam Singh Yadav on the one hand and hoodlum-backers such as Shiv
Sena supremo Bal Thackeray and Om Prakash Chauthala dominate the scene and are highlighted
by the media, Dang is forced to keep mum. Rephrasing the well-known Gresham's Law of
monetary economics, we may say that bad and opportunist politicians drive away honest and
dedicated political activists. When the Punjab extremists were calling the shots with Babbar
Khalsa and Khalisan Liberation Force at the helm, Dang waged a principled struggle with one
slogan, Na Hindu Raj, Na Khalistan/ Yug Yug jiyo Hindustan(neither Hindu Raj nor Khalistan,
long live India). He refused to take sheiter under the Biack Cat commandos despite being eligible
to have them for the security of him and his wife, Vimla Dang, even in those days. But instead
cadres of his dearest party, Communist Party of India has been taking care of him and his
comrade wife. Their life style, living deliberately among poorer masses, impressed many scribes
in those days. Today Dang is not even casually remembered. But one who is conscientious
cannot be pushed to hibernation. A former minister of Punjab with very illustrious record and a
former chief of a municipality with a unique track record for several decades uninterruptedly, the
Dangs were on the National Council of CPI for several decades. Satyapal has shot an open letter
to the CPI general secretary, A B Bardhan, and CPI (Marxist) general secretary, H K Surjeet,
blaming them. Hindustan Times' reporter, Gautam Chaudhuri, carried a news item based on
Dang's sharply critical communication but that too three days after the letter was reproduced in
full by the New Detlhi-based weekly, Mainstream. Even then the HT reporter deserves to be
praised for letting thousands of readers know the self-deception that Bardhan and Surjeet as also
their colleagues among the party top brass such as Jyoti Basu, E K Nayanar, Prakash Karat,
Sitaram Yechury, Indrajit Gupta and Geeta Mukherjee have been indulging in.
"Commercialisation of politics has been followed by its criminalisation”, Dang said, adding
further that "the non-Left parties are clearly not in a position to stem the rot. The Left alone can
save India. But can it? - that is the million dollar question. It is too weak and growing weaker. To
me it seems that the main concern of the communists today should not be to somehow get some
more seats in Parliament/Assemblies. It should be to ensure that this process is reversed and the
Communists begin to grow stronger and become a strong national force as early as possible".
Dang's expectation that the two CPs plus some of the major Naxalite groups together may
emerge together as "a strong national force" seems to be a wishful thinking. But the communists
must immunise themselves from what Marx described in the Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis
Bonaparte as "parliamentary cretinism" nearly 150 years ago. Today when we find Surjeet and
Yechury appeasing the fodder scam-tainted Laloo Prasad Yadav for parliamentary gains, it
appears that the spectres of Karl Marx, Frederick Engels and Vladimir Illyich Lenin haunt the
corridors of A K Gopalan Bhavan, the headquarters of CPI(M). Dang's letter might have been
thrown into waste paper box by Bardhan and Surjeet, but he has upheld the conscience of
genuine communists and honest democrats.



Y-- : Blood-letting in Punjab
By Khushwant Singh

-
AT was quite some time ago but having lasted 10 years with more than 10,000 innocent

people killed, bitter memories linger. People who lived through the nightmare are
understandably apprehensive that killings may erupt again. Among the few who stood against
the tide of hate that swept over Punjab were Satyapal Dang and his wife Vimla Dang, nee
Bakaya. They lived in Chheharta, a suburban township near Amritsar, in the heat of the
terrorism let loose by Bhindranwale supporters and protagonists of Khalistan. Not only did the
Dangs refuse to seek sanctuary elsewhere, they made Chheharta an island of peace when
most of the state was in turmoil.

I heard of Satyapal Dang during my years in Lahore. He was a product of Government College
and very active in the students movement. He was elected Secretary of the All India Students
Federation. He met Vimla in his student days, fell in love and married her. They made their
home in Chheharta and organised its municipality: Satyapal was its president for 14 years
(1953-67). He attracted national attention when he pitched himself against Gurmukh Singh
Musafir, Congress Chief Minister of the state. I recall the lethal use his supporters made of the
filmi song Musafir tu jaaega kahaan? He won the election to the Punjab Assembly by a decisive
margin. He held the Amritsar West seat till 1980 and for a while served as a minister in a non-
Congress government.

The Dangs remain the most loved and respected couple in central Punjab. They saw terrorism
at close quarters and knew the main characters of the tragic drama. Perhaps it was this
closeness to events that deprived them of an objective assessment of how and why religious
bigotry and intolerance unleashed by Bhindranwale won so large a following among the Sikhs.
Being communists they saw everything through rose-tinted glasses: all evils that befell India
were due to a conspiracy of imperialist powers like Britain and continued because of American
designs to destabilise India. This is too simplistic and naive an explanation of the division of
the country into India and Pakistan. Satyapal Dang in his book, Terrorism in Punjab (Gyan
Publishing House), goes on to accuse British intelligence and the American CIA of fomenting
trouble in Punjab and Kashmir. "Operation Bluestar", says Dang, "was unfortunate but
necessary." It was not. Operation Black Thunder which took place later under almost similar
circumstances and was master-minded by KPS Gill saw the loss of no more than two lives,
whereas Bluestar resulted in the loss of over 5000 lives and enormous damage to sacred
property. He quotes General K.S. Brar who led Operation Bluestar to prove his point. A more
juvenile book to justify the Army assault on the Golden Temple does not exist. He ascribes the
demand for Khalistan to American agents. It was nothing of the sort: there never was nor is
any basis for the demand. To this day none of its protagonists like Simranjit Singh Maan,
Ganga Singh Dhillon (US), Jagjit Chauhan (UK), Gurmit Singh Aulakh (US) or any other person
has drawn a map of what their notion of Khalistan is. All they do is to castigate the
Government of India for discriminating against the Sikhs. No hard evidence is produced in
support: Sikhs remain the mast prosperous agricultural community of India. Satyapal Dang'’s
book is full of details of events of that turbulent decade but is sadly biased in explaining the
reasons behind it.

Is there danger of terrorism re-erupting in Punjab? Wherever there are disparities between the
rich and the poor, there is always danger of violence. The guif between the haves and have-
nots must be reduced and employment opportunities provided to boys and girls coming out of
schools and colleges. If the situation goes out of hand, stern methods must be adopted to
restore normalcy. The state government and the people must lend full and unqualified support
to law-enforcing agencies. This was done in Punjab when Chief Minister Beant Singh gave KPS
Gill a free hand to deal with terrorists; Gill was able to stamp them out of existence.
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* "-*Khkalistan within India?

The Punjab government is functioning as if Sikhism were the official religion of the state, with no opposition from the
complicit BJP or the electorally opportunistic Congress

The leadership of the Congress in Punjab has appointed a dis ciplinary committee to recom mend action against
Brahm Mohindra, a senior leader of the party — a former Punjab minister and a member of the AICC. Mohindra had
publicly opposed the decision that the Congress would celebrate the tercentenary of the birth of Khalsa (and take out a
deg, teg, fateh procession). His allegation that this important decision was not taken by the executive of the party but by
the president himself has been refuted.

By and large, the matter is an internal affair of the Congress. That, however, is no reason why those outside the
Congress should not express their opinion about the merit or otherwise of the decision, because it concerns public and
political life as a whole.

In our opinion, the decision is clearly wrong and harmful. In the words of the Supreme Court, a party should either be a
political party or a religicus one. The Akali party has been functioning as a political as well as a religious party. The
Congress has been generally criticising the Akalis for that. it has strongly been opposing the Akali thesis that as far as
the Sikhs are concerned, religion and politics cannot be separated. However, for opportunist electoral considerations it
has been compromising its principles, including secularism and anti- communalism. The late Rajiv Gandhi did so in
relation to the Babri Masjid— Ram Mandir issue. His calculation that it would help the Congress proved utterly wrong. It
helped the BJP. In Punjab, the late Giani Zail Singh as the chief minister did the same. He hoped to weaken the Akalis by
fighting against them on their own turf. Laying of the Guru Gobind Singh Marg was a part of this strategy. Speaking on
this issue, this writer (then a MLA) had publicly warned that the attempt would prove counter— productive and strengthen

not the Congress but the Akalis. Subsequent developments proved this assessment to be correct.

The government headed by Sardar Prakash Singh Badal took the initiative and decided to observe the tercentenary of
the birthday of the Khalsa officially. A top Congress leader, who is now demanding action against Mohindra, was the first
to criticise the government[ds decision. His argument was that to observe such religious landmarks was not the job of a
secular government. This could be done by some religious organisation. Congress president Amrinder Singh and other
leaders sharing his views, however, thought otherwise. The decision referred to above was thus taken. No convincing
argument in support of it has been forthcoming. The mere fact that Sonia Gandhi has approved this decision does not

prove it to be correct.

Punjab is inhabited not only by Sikhs, though the Sikhs are in a majority. Hindus are a big minority, Buddhists and Jains
too inhabit Punjab. Will the Punjab government and Congress observe the major occassions of these religions too? No
clear answer has been given to this very valid question. Some have argued that Sikhism stands on a different footing: In
what way? True, unlike Islam and Christianity, it was born on Indian soil — but so were Hinduism, Buddhism and
Jainism. In any case, to make any distinction on this ground goes against the Indian tradition and can only lead to the
disintegration of the country.

The fact is that the Congress calculated that chief minister Badal(Js decision was motivated by a hope of political gain and
the Congress decided to do the same. Once again, this will prove counter- productive. It will strengthen not the Congress
but the Akalis.

Besides, there is also the fact that Congress leaders did not realise the Akali game. The decision taken by Badal was not
merely on account of electoral considerations. His not- so— hidden second motive was to beat down Gurcharan Singh
Tohra in the factional fight between the two. Undoubtedly, there is even more to the Punjab governmentOs decision. This
government, in which Akalis are the senior partners (having gained a large majority on their own in the Assembly), has
been functioning as if Sikhism was the official religion of the state. Here are a few examples:



In government offices, in hospitals, etc. you will find photos of only Sikh Gurus and none of even the national I2aders it
government schools, besides the National Anthem (Jana Gana Mana), Deh Shiv Var Mohe ihe, Shubh Karman se

Kabhoon na Daron, is increasingly becoming compulsory. These shabads of the tenth Guru are indeed very inspiring anc. :

excellent. But the Saraswati Vandana, too, is said to be excellent. Incidentally, these shabads were sung on government
functions too — on the occasion of August 15, 1997 as well as on Independence Day last year (at least in functions held
at Amritsar). Will the Punjab government introduce such songs from every religion in government schools in Punjab and
in other government organisations? In Amritsar at least, on more than one occasion, this writer saw on working days
practically none on duty in almost all the district level government offices and district courts even on working days. The
reason? There was an Akhand Path going on on the premises of the district courts. What will happen if Hindu employees
start Akhand Paths of Ramayana, Gita etc., on working days? Incidentally, in the district courts at Amritsar, | found very
few employees at the Akhand Path, most were just enjoying themselves in one manner or another.

There have been Akhand Paths and Gurmat Chetna camps on the premises of the municipal corporation of Amritsar too.
At least once some Hindu employees wanted to start a parallel Akhand Path of Ramayana. They were wisely persuaded
by some BJP leaders not to do so. Some government schools have started holding Akhand Paths on the eve of
examinations. (It is believed that this would help students to pass/do well in the examinations.) More examples carni be
given, but that is not necessary. It is sufficient to recall one fact. Simranjit Singh MannOs criticism that the Akali Dal
(Badal) after coming to power, had given up its goal of the Anandpur Sahib Resolution. The reply given by one top leader
of the Akali Dal (Badal) was that the Resolution was being implemented (slowly but steadily). The Resolution stands for a
Sikh theaocratic state though within India. The decision of chief minister Badal that the Punjab government officially
celebrate the 300th birthday of Khalsa is also a part of the ongoing effort to have a Sikh theocratic state in Punjab. Many
out of sheer opportunism may not like or may fear to say so, but the fact is not difficult to see. It cannot but have very
negative effects for the country in the long run.

A relevant question is: Why does the BJP not object? In fact, the BJP welcomes this because it will help it to realise the
objective of a Hindu Rashtra which the RSS has openly declared and refused to give up more than once. There seems to
be an unwritten agreement between the BJP and the Akalis that the latter would not object to the Hindu Raj at Delhi and
the BJP will not object to Sikh Raj in Punjab, that is, Khalistan within India. After all, the BJP, which strongly opposed the
Oreligion and politics cannot be separated(] thesis of the Akalis when Khalistani terrorists had their headquarters in the
Golden Temple, are now ardent champions of the same thesis.

The Left must oppose this dangerous game as well as the Congress opportunism. At least the Left must not allow the
long— term interests of the country to be sacrificed for some narrow electoral gains. In India everyone must have the right
to profess the religion of his/her choice and also to worship according to it. However, neither the government of India nor
the government of any state should have any religion. State and religion as well as politics and religion must be kept
apart.

It is time to have a national debate as to whether religion— based parties should be allowed to take part in elections. Also,
whether candidates for elections should also be required to sign a declaration that they don[1t believe in theocracy.
Coming back to Punjab, Amrinder Singh and others would have been perfectly correct had they set up a non- party
committee to celebrate the tercentenary in suitable ways, for example, by running a mass campaign and taking out
massive demonstrations against the caste system and in support of such other teachings of the Sikh Gurus which are

relevant even today.

Satyapal Dang

(The author, the tallest Communist leader of Punjab on the national plane, acquired eminence by his fearless campaign
against Khalistani secessionism—cum—terrorism.)

(Courtesy: Mainstream)
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Lelhi, sth April 2002
Tear Satpal Bhai and Vimla,

I think 10th April is your fiftieth wedding anniversary and
I thought that Kamal and I should send you both our love and best
wishes on the occasion. I hope we are not already late and this
message, witten on plain paper, will reach you in time. I have
a faint memory of the marriage in Bombay and the unfinished house
in which some guests were housed. Uur late friend Manchanda was
there, taking great active interest in making arrangements.

A very long time has passed since then. Soon afterwards you
left for Punjab and Vimla continued for some more time in.Bombay,
working in an advertisement agency. sShe joined you later. Your
arrival in Chheharta should be celebrated as an event now. In
course of time it changed the map of this little suburb of
Anritsar and left a mark on the history of municipalfities of
Punjab. It gradually became the centre of other important activities,
the place fromLpoth of you, one after the other, were elected to
the Punjab assembly. This modest place became an important bastion
against the Khalistani terrorists in the decade long fight
in Punjab. It became the centre from where the TU movement drew
inspiration, from where the women's movement worked at the grassroots
level. T remember when Vimla was visiting us at the IIT in Bombay,
rajinder Singh Bedi came there to meet her and when he heard her
stories about the women who used to come to the Istri Sabha, he
had tears in his eyes. He said, "You have all the stories though I
am supposed to be a writer." -

Important ethical issues were not only theoretically raised
by you for the communist movement, but by your practice you won
the hearts of many not only in the CPI but also in the entire
left and progressive movement.

I think there are no 'ideal!' marriages. Even in the best cases
it is a case of adjustment, understanding and respecting each other's
individuality and opinions and feelings. In this respect too yours
has been an enviable record. You became a strong link for the wider
Dang family, and remain so until now.

Kamal and I send you our love and our good wishes for a long
and even more fruitful partnership in old age,

Affectionately y ours,

I .
o

A



e

helhi, ath April 2002

* Lear satpal Bhai and Vimla,

I think 10th April is youﬁ?filticth wedding anniversary and
T thought that kamal and T shofld send you both our love and best
wiches on the occasion. | hovegwe are not already late and this
message, witten on plain papery will reach you in time. I have
a faint memory of the marriage 'in Bombay and the unfinished house
in which some guests were housed. Uur late friend Manchanda was
there, taking great active interest in making arrangements.

A very long time has passed since then. Soon afterwards you
left for Punjab and Vimla continued for some more time in.Bombay,
working in an advertisement agency. she joined you later, Your
arrival in Chheharta should be celebrated as an event now. In
course of time it changed the map of this 1little suburb of
Amritsar and left a mark on the history of municipalfities of
Punjab. It gradually became the centre of other important activities,
the place from| both of you, one after the other, were elected to
the Punjab assembly. This modest place became an important bastion
against the Khalistani terrorists in the decade long fight
in Punjab. 1t became the centre from where the TU movement drew
inspiration, from where the women's movement worked at the grassroots
level. T remember when Vimla was visiting us at the IIT in Bombay,
Rajinder Singh gedi came there to meet her and when he heard her
gstories about the women who used to come to the Istri Sabha, he
had tears in his eyes. He said, "You have all the stories though 1
am supposed to be a writer."

Important ethical issues were not only theoretically raised
by you for the communist movement, but by your practice you won
the hearts of many not only in the CrI but also in the entire
left and progressive movement.

I think there are mo 'ideal!’ marriages. Even in the best cases
it is a case of adjustment, understanding and respecting each other's
individuvuality and opinions and feelings. In this respect too yours
has been an enviable record. You became a strong link for the wider
Lang family, and remain so until now.

Kamal and I send you our love and our pood wishes for a long
and even more fruitful partnership in old age,

Affectionately y ours,

d |

|



belhi, oth April 2002

" Lear satpal Bhai and Vimla, -

AT )
i \

I think 10th April is your fiftieth wedding anniversary and
I thought that kamal and I should send you both our love and best
wishes on the occasion. I hope we are not already late and this
message, witten on plain paper, will reach you in time. I have
a faint memory of the marriage in Bombay and the unfinished house
in which some guests were housed. Our late friend Manchanda was
there, taking great active Iinterest in making arrangements.

A very long time has passed since then. Soon afterwards you
left for Punjab and Vimla continued for some more time in.Bombay,
working in an advertisement agency. She joined you later. Your
arrival in Chheharta should be celebrated as an event now. In
course of time it changed the map of thig 1little suburb of
Amritsar and left a mark on the history of municipaliities of
Punjab. It gradually became the centre of other important activities,
the place from| both of you, one after the other, were elected to
the Punjab assembly. This modest place became an important bastion
against the Khalistani terrorists in the decade long fight
in Punjab., 1t became the centre from where the TU movement drew
inspiration, from where the women's movement worked at the grassroots
level. I remember when Vimla was visiting us at the IIT in Bombay,
Rajinder Singh Bedi came there to meet her and when he heard her
stories about the women who used to come to the Istri Sabha, he
had tears in his eyes. He said, "You have all the stories though I
am supposed to be a writer."

Important ethical issues were not only theoretically raised
by you for the communist movement, but by your practice you won
the hearts of many not only in the CPI but also in the entire
left and progressive movement.

I think there are no 'ideal' marriages. Even in the best cases
it is a case of adjustment, understanding and respecting each other's
individuality and opinions and feelings. In this respect too yours
has been an enviable record. You became a strong link for the wider
Dang family, and remain so until now,

Kamal and I send you our love and our good wishes for a long
and even more fruitful partnership in old age,

Affectionately y ours,

?

|

=




——

Satvanil Dan Tel. : 0183-2258631 (O)
,\/ gaMtyAa-(FPbél Dang 0183-2258023 (R)
= ) EKTA BHAWAN,

Vimla Dang G.T. Road,

Chheharta (Amritsar).
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In 1943, a terrible famine broke out in Bengal. It was a mai;made

famine, The British Govt. showed comple:e callousness, Instead of

actively ponomoted them since no sericus effarts were made to deal
with the famine situation. The wholesale price of rice in Bengal
shot up by tenfold over that of 1939, Teachers and studenzs famed a
United Relief Committee under Dr, B.Ce Roy,Prcninent National leader
Students Federation set up Relief kitchens an¢ milk booths in Bengal
and organised cultural shows toO raise funds. Thereafter m mate ?
of of famine was terrible leading to a seriocus outbrecak of
epidemics. ¢

The All India Ftudents Federation decided to send students
squads to Bengal. Feur of us went from Punjab including Balraj
Mehta, now a wellknown journalist an¢ Satya Pal Dang. On reaching
Calcutta different squads were formed and sent to different distts.,

I was sent tO Ra":ﬁgpur now in Bangla Desh, satpal Dang went to
Chittageng. We went to Rangpur clty as well a8 the rural areas of
Kathalbari-Nilphamari, Bodarganj walking for miles on foot. Here we

Eq-
saved the semi-starved faces, the desolate huts of peagants who

A

haAd migrated to the city in search of employment. We were aghast
to see women hiding in their hames because they had no clothes to
cover their bodics with. The worst thing was the human skeletons we
came across in the fields. At ?S’cme places we fognd earthen pitchers
lying over raised ground and were told “under this ground are burr-
ied the near and dears ones of those who could not afiord to give
their deceased a proper cremation or funeral? We also visited
visited Refugee camps and zoa\z“;::ée babies with 'Kalaaorcs‘lllall over
tieir bodiEs/ On our return/\wé organised mass collections of clothes
and cash for the famine xkxikxx stricken peonle, At a big function
held in Plaza theatre in Lahore over one lac was presented xm Xl to

the Save Bengal Fund. I remember how women threw their gold rings

contdess




and bangles in the collection bag-Renowned arcists led by

Benoy Roy and Harindra Nath Chattopadhaya performed m?_\cing

cultural items, The singing voice appealing for funds. For
Bengal used to bring tears into the eyes of audience

7.\
whenever it was s*nq

Sheila Bhatia's song

"Who lives if Bangal dies" was the cla' don call given by P«Ce
Joshi)the GPI leader, IPIA artiets all over the country

psrformed plays showing the gad plight of suffering people, of
worrn selling their honour for a morsal of brezd. Balraj Sahni
acted in the famous film *Dharti Ke Lal®, We also sang in this

£4lm 3hukha hai Bengal.



My father &sxtths disd in Landon in 1944. It was sgd because
the same yrar he was scheduled to returm to Indias The family
decided to shift to Dambay.

1 and my younger sister Sarla were givea 5 farewell mIYy
by cur classes., I was keen to give a p.r?' gife to the college,
1 prepared a leather Album containing some usef:l articles.

On the f£irst page I wrote the following m"%ultw of
both Jawahar Lal Nehxu and lLenin.

%Man's dearent poesession is life and since it 48 given to
him to Jive but once e must =0 1live a8 not tO be geared with
the shame of a trivial past, 80 1li.e as not to be® tortured for
years vwithout puzpese, so live thet dying he can say,

"all my life and my strength were given to the f£inest cause
in the Horld che liberation of mankind®,

Qur Principsl Miss Mcnair spoke sbout us both leaving the
college, during the Tharsday Assembly.bade us farewell and gave
us her good wishes.

In summer 1944, I joined kWilson College in Bombey 4in IIXxd
year. It ¥as a co-educatiopal institution wich very different
ataesphere, I seon started taking rart in the extra carricular
agtivities, There was a Deglamation contest. The subject was
Rousseau’s famous saying " Man 1s bom free but is everywhere in |
chain:: X remember I mxuxix worked very hy d and gét the second
prigse. The first prize was won by ur.clt:unh; 7ftl:i best
debator of the college. I was sa:cisgied .ﬁg became very accive
in students fedezation.

In Jan 1945, cn Subhash Sose's birthdey tlmre was comple®
hartal. As I got down from the train o go to collee, I faund
& great stir-shops vere being closed. The angry crowds were
setting to fire shops refusing to cloase, h+ of tear gas
rose in the air. Scunds of shops ~eing fired st Prarthna Samaj.

contteesd
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could be heard., It was the British police shecciny at the

Gemons trators w-:am. ® British imperislisa Murdabad®
Subrsh S¢ne Zindabad® were bsing xa&nﬂ. 1 rushed to the college.

. The students had collecsted in the campound. W8 gave a ¢3ll for a
joint Gomonstration of students federation and stuients congeess
and mazched S0 the pleoe of firing. ‘s first entezxed the ?
whege hundreds had mc‘lod. A gpeaker pointed to two bleeding
faces and th\mdeud. rho blood of those wounded at Prarfina Samaj
a8t be avenged, :a;— s all mazch to v;_:m. Samafe # -
S0 we all ma marching, ¥ wuna our sarees, they will
throw tear ges on ym. m-enﬂnbru@t a8 butket of water.

Shankutla and I dipped the artuux cormersof cur sarees with waer,
Lictle M Kumud who Vforo 8 frock toock out her hendkerche £ to wmake
it wet- “Students Unity iindabed”. Birtish Ispsrislism Murdaded®
Police Repression Muedabad", ihe demonstration was stopied by the
police, I remenbered how the students in Calcutts had nqu.t; ed

on the roads in face of police xepression. I asked my gtoup/\ltt dowm
The protest demonstrstion continued for some time, May people
dispensed as the Police poimted their rifles at thea, Lemomstza —

tions @ ntinued elsewhere,




In the last weck of Pebruary 1946 unprecedented evemts took
place in the country culminating in the Reveolt of ReI.Ne. men when
the Soldiers of the Indian Army, Navy and Airforce turned their
guns against their British Masters, During 200 years of British
slavery these very men had been used to shoot down patriots and
guard the British possessions in India.Boused by the nationwide
anti imperialist demonstrations and indignant at the inhuman
conditions they were living in, they raised their voice, For the
fulfilment of their demands. In Karachi, Bombay, Madras and
Calcutta men of the Royal Indian Ravy struck work and turmed their
guns acainst their foreign masters.

In Bambay mighty solidarity demonstrations were o:'ganised by
all sections of the people in support of the R.I.Ne mén. The AISF
and the Bambay Students Union were in the midst of the struggle.

We aldng with many examinee students left out beooks and came
out to join our collegues. The Govt. imposed a blockade of Ships
on the ports, stopred their supply of coal, Water and food in an
effort to frustrate them, Students in the college hostels observed
mass hunger strikes and gave all their food to be carried secretly
to the shpa My college hostel also joined in this move,

The British Imperialigts let loose the se several repression
to suppress the popular demonstrations outside. Cur-few was imposed
repeatedly for several days.

T Bombay students Union organised a demonstration to
Castle Barracks which was stopped by the police. The Naval ratings
tore down the Union &#mm Jack and hoisted three flags of unity and
struggle, Congress, Muslim league. .

I remember attending a meeting in Red Fl ag Hall in Bambay
where leaders of the Naval Ratings came to report about their
glorious struggle.

The AITUC gave a Call for general strike in solidar ity with
the ratings. Students of Bombay joined the strike.




Qn 26th February 1946 the powerful people's demonstrations coantdi-
nued throughout the strike night. I kmmisdt boarded the Train to go
hame to Jantacrus but the trains stopped at Parel Railway Station.
Angry crowds were setting fire ¢o Rallway Stations and stopping
the trains. I came out and rushed to the office of CGPI and Girni
Kangar Union at Parel. White helmeted police was installed outside
the office. All wemen comrades and girls were asked to go hame,

I was sent to the house of a conrade to spend the night. Armoured
cars and Btitish tanks marched through the streets of Parel
shooting down people indiser iminately with dum dum bullets
althrough the night. Kamesl Dhonde,wife of a Pl leager was killed~
Ahalya Rangnekar snd Kusum Ranadive,sisters of B.T+ Ranadive
received bullet injuries and were badly wounded.

In the morning we rushed to KEM hospital. 200 dead bodies
were lying in the morgue and hundreds of pfople had assembled
to identify their dead ones. It was a terrible sight, Medical
students inclu@fng many belonging to AISF were working round the
clock~Hundreds had gathered to donate blood.

In the night a massive meeting was held on Parel tarrace
oo to condole the death of Come Kamal Dhonde. It condemned
the brutal Imperlalist mpssacre. We were all present at this
meeting.

The death defying courage with which the people fought
imspired onc and all. I ms t be nineteen years old but can never
forget those memorable dayse

The Maval Ratings were forced to surrender by leaders of the
Congress and the Muslim league.

The CPI Forward Block, RSP, RCPI and Aruna Asaf Ali,heroine
of August Revolution supported the strugule and opnosed the
comprdmise.
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VIMLA DANG

Born on 26-12-1926 at Alshabad 1in a middle class Kashmnirie
migrant family-both the parcents ( as also the eldest son)
were talented poets. Mother- Kamle Bakaya- wos one of the
garlist of Indian woman to ¢o abroad in 1932 to got teacher's
training. All th&-childran ( 2 brothers and 2 sisters) joined
progressive movement at an early age, They all became
activistzs of the friends of the Soviet Union organisation,

. Becamo xm® an activist of the All India Student
/Fedaration vwhile a student.of Kinanalrd college Lahore went
to Bengal ( chittagong) during the grest Bengal faomine of
1943 as a membery of the teawa of the Punjab student rederation

J s b - g . -
On retarn helped to railse larce gums of money for Lamine

relief. Later as a gtadent of Wilson college Eombay, She was
—_—

--'""'-FF-‘
very active In the Bombay Student union. From 1947 co 1951,

she repregented the All Indi& student Federetion in the head-
quarters of the Incernational union of students at Prague.

In that capacity she toured almost the whole of Furope-both
Lagst and West. ’

Marriaed Satya Pal Dang in 1952 and shifted to Chhehartae
Thers she began organising the wcdien movemmqt and also took
active part in the trade union struggles. g;s been the general
SCﬁF?tQ,y ot the Punjab Ystrd Sabhe for more then 1% yearge

(O
nna;aiso a membey of the national executive of the MNational
rederation of Indian women, She was electud pregident of the
unicipal Comnittee Chheharta for the firet time in 1968 and
then in every subsecuent electiocn till the committee was
merged in A ocltsar, Under her  gstewardshldp, che Chheharta
¢ivil bocy became one of the best administerad mundcipal
camnittee in the hate,

‘ ¥hen Chheharca vas bonbod dn September 196% by Fakistan
resulting in a nuner of cazualt los inclucing &% deache, she
took the lead in orguniging prowp. anc efiictien., rolict work

vhich won all vround prafse. = lior, she  ud neo colligurs of



- :
fthe Istri Sabha had organised a canteen in Chheharts for
‘[l our Jawange
8he has bren to jJaill for more than hell a doxen times

s

including in 1971 when she was a leadinyg participant in the

\;S stzruggle for the breakup of the Bedi farm in Ferowzepur Distte

/ . . . "y ;
) She mnd her organisatien have bren in the fore front

of the struggle aoainsL Lvrrorium, aupaxthum and camunalism

%kﬁh organising a vary large numbur of maetingg, processions and

paeace marches. In addition, Istri Sabha has Lbeoen devoting

\
\é lot of itus enerxgics in giving sympathy and rendering material

S) 4 aid to families of innocents being killed. It collected about

of. RIe 29,000/« and many clothes for victims of anti~sikh riotg

> of Novemper 1984 in Delhi. Along with other activiasts of

™~
‘.Ei' Istrl Sabha, she has visited many families of innocents killed
\J ff|in Punjab almost all over the statee. Many such fumilieg and
fg g: many Injured persons have been given financial help. The
I’, %_ gcheme of cthe Punjab Igtri Sabha to ¢ive stipends to studying
“;'J‘ !S) "hildrt’n of such famillies to help U{fm) to continue their

educa [on hag won universal acclaim?‘&he numnwr of the guch
j)\.} T_/Yuﬂ !E_ /\ ‘,-—‘,
students being helped is already anove Jithvtivc. While £undp
i

S
g
N ) cane from all over India for the scheme, it is being adminlse
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college Iin nnricsare Was Now &ye  correspondant from 1967
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Dated : 16-6-91 EKTA BHAWAN,
Chheharta (Amritsar)
PIN—143105,

Dear Friend/Sister,

As youknow, T am a candidate from the Amritsar West constituency for
election to the Punjab Assembly as per decision of our party, the CPL

Due to the vastness of this constituency, inadequate time available and other
constraints, I very much regret for not having been able to meet all the voters
personally. Iam therefore writing this letter to you to please make it a point to
exercise your right to vote and to do thatin my favour., My election Symbol is

Sickle and & pair of corns.

T assure you that if elected 1 will work with even greater zeal for unity and
integrity of the country, for peace in Punjab, for strengthening Hindu and Sikh unity,
for an end to terrorism, for greater powers for all states including Punjab and for
development of our state, While demanding effective action to put an end to
terrorism I will “also demand anend to all excesses against the' innocent and for
political, "economic and other initiatives to find a political and lasting solution of
the Punjab problem.

I will continue to fight against unemployment, rising prices.

I assure you thatI will look upon my success as an opportunity to serve
even more our great country, our state and our people especially the needy & the
poor as well to fight for equal rights for women and the scheduled castes and all

other oppressed sections for genuine demands of middle classes, of peasants as
well as of agritural labourers, of workers, employees, youths and students, of smaijl
and middle traders as well as of industry.

1 assure you that I will be able to justify your confidence.

Yours Sincerely,

& J7 T [y‘ (Mrs.\’Fimla Dang)

Sickle and a pair of corn.




Some facts about Smt. Bimla Dang

Mrs. Bimla Dang. General Secretary, Punjab Istri Sabha, is a Champion of
women's rights She is a renowned social worker and won all round recognition
for her relief work for victims of Bengal famine in 1943, for victims of Pakistani
bombing in Chheharta in 1965, for victims of anti-sikhs riots in Delhi in November,
1984 & above all for victims of terrorism (both Hindu & Sikhs) in Punjab. The
latter work has now ‘been taken over by Punjab" Istri Sabha Relief Trust of which she
is the Hon’y Secretary. Ne:arly 530 children Hiadus as well as sikhs-are getting
scholarships from the trust.

In recognition her selfless and non-partisan social work, she has been
nominated a m:amber of the S2aite of th: Giea Naanik D:v Unriversity and has been
awarded Padam Shri by the President of India.

She is a tireless worker for equal rights for women, a sincere friends of ail the
down trodden and brave fighters against every type of injustice.

She has suffered imprisonment for various causes of the people a number
of times.

Thanks to the cooperation of all section of people of Chheharta, under her
Presidentship the erstwhile Municipal Committee Chheharta came to be recognised
as one of th: b2st run com nittee in the state, Perhaps she has been the only woman
President of any Municipil Committee,

She has bzea working tirelessly aszainst killinzs of innocent pcople, for streng-
thening Hindu sikh-unity, for unity and integrity of India, tor development and just
rights of Punjab, for an end to excesses against innocents and for a political solution
of the Punjab problem within the fram: work of Iadia’s unity & iategrity. She has
always stood for just rights of all religious minorities whethar they are minorities in
the country as a whole or in individual states.

AMRITSAR CITY COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF iINDIA




PRAFNRMA

1. Full name in English NIMLEA DA NG :
2. TFull name in Hindi (D=vnagari script) %Cl'a‘lw’ll Z{N

3., Date and place of birth Qbdec 926 (ANM&AQ) U P

4, short biographical sketch including ' ) s
distinctions obtainad and achizvements
(not exceeding one and a half page)

5, Particulars of books etc., 1f any Cm'- Md&g
publishied and significant work done. D('—f’—-}—’g;\b&;%qamm‘p“ c%%
Heve Hyiile~ a G paimp Mel-
th - WS vefateo! o\ smen

G.. Positions held - past ldd,a /H"‘YIZ{&—J’" T\A/'WL ocd Comh— tm
Cide Jf«a

prese?'t G’W'\Sft’ﬂ:r PU—N 7'/‘)-1% .5 f‘rt fCLéM

Horaxary 5QLYO{T\ F o RS SRR bri SabFo~

felisg Iyl
Na}-.c&mf Fed:r {"b”' era._h\w ammﬁ“ﬂﬁ.

- ‘N g Chelian W onfe
7« Permanent addrzss to which communications 5 g

should be sent even after the investiture E kfa B-havshnN
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