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Punjab Istri Sabha Relief Trust (Regd.)
Ekta Bhawan, Chheharta, (Amritsan) 143105..
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. Vac Computers

“ 1-Desh Bhagat Yadgar Hall, Jalandhar Ph.: 98140-87063

. iL’I 07 Je0 7
Bill No.................. Date.. 7= 8. L 80 1.
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VTP <P 1V 0V S oA
Quantity Particulars Rate Amount
/ on, A [ ollee(ever
b e
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Total e Mﬂ/ &

For Vac Compugers
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All disputes are subject to Jalandhar jurisdiction
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"SHAHEED PARIVAR FUND

C/O HIND SAMACHAR LTD., Pucca Bagh, Jalandhar. Ph. : 2280104, 2280105, 2280106

RECEIVED with thanks from §4....... Sk W\%a% .................................................
Ah.......

..............................................................................................

Dated [4/[3 (7 e

the sum of Rupees @u\‘_w
orraccount of Donation in SHAHEED PARIVAR FUND.
by Cash/M.O./Draft No. . ZEE. 208 cccocvveiecreirrre

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2

.............................................................

Rs. /Dooif,..—f ]/\Siﬁature

PUBLISHED ON

Exempt from Income-Tax under section 80-G
Vide Letter No. CIT/TLI-l/Trust/66 Dt. 18.7.2005
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DONATIONS AR MPTED U/S 80-G OF THE L.T. ACT, 1961 VIDE NO. CIT-INTO
(TECH)/12A (a)/ 5050 DATED 23-02-2006 VALID UP TO 31-03-2009
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.Aruna Asaf Ali-Memorial Trust

Aruna Asaf Ali Bhawan, Sector 44-A, Chandigarh
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SHAHEED PARIVAR FUND

C/O HIND SAMACHAR LTD., Pucca Bagh, Jalandhar. Ph. : 2280104, 2280105, 2280106
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TAX
JALANDHAR-II, JALANDHAR.

Name & address of the Trust Shaheed Parivar Fund C/o
The Hind Samachar Lud,
Civil Lines, Jalandhar.

Date of receipt of application 04/09/2006

Date of order 0370372007

ORDER UNDER RULE 11AA(4) OF THE INCOME TAX RULES, 1962.

Donatons made to Shaheed Parivar Fund C/Zo The Hind Samachar Lid. Civi Lines,
Jalandhar will qualify for exemption under section 80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961 in the hands ol
the donors subject to the limits and conditions prescribed therein. This exemption will be valid for
years ending 31.03.2005, 31.03.2006 and 31.03.2007 relevant to the assessment years 2005-0b,
2006-2007 and 2007-08.

( K.S. PATHANIA )
COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TAX

NCTES :
I. Receipts 1ssued iv the donans should bear the No. and date of this wrder.
. 2. Statement of accounts iz fncome and Expenditure ete. should be subnutted arvally (o the Addl Commessioner
| of Income Tax, Range 111, Jalandhar.
3. The amendments, made lo the constitution, if any, should be intimated to this office unmediaiely
together with a copy of the resolution/ amended deed.
4. If any further renewal is required, an apphcation has to be made (o this office as per Rules 1144 of the

Income Tax Rudes, 1962.

65 \3 = Copy to:
3:{ 3 v The Sceretary, Shaheed Pavivar Fund C/o The Hind Samachar Lid, Civil Lines, Jalandhar

%A The Addl. Commissioner of Income Tax, Range 111, Jalandhar for information. He
should and sausfy himself that the applicant continues to fulfill the conditions laid down
u/s 80G and instructions issucd by the Board from timie to ime. Violation, if any, should
be reported to this office.

3. The Dy. Comnussioner ol Income Tax, Range ]II,_]alzwdhar.

- [~
7t
-

(J.R.SHARIGA’)’
INCOME TAX OFFICER(TECH)
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FORUM OF ARTISTES, CULTURAL ACTIVISTS
| AND INTELLECTUALS

47, SASHIBHUSHAN DEY STREET KOLKATA - 700012, 9331024425, 9433037767, 9831477676

-e

Received with thanks froﬂgﬂ \g\./ "‘/*) ansl \6‘""/ ,y""/q }SGM .
e of 74’”*«"%&"/ #69 a,y

the sum of Rupees V0 %MMD/ <}""&/ f:dﬂ%’u‘/)

R /
only as Subscription/Donation for . Nm&(g_MM )&«&Q/ %
é »(zq/\u; M. 769242 -

'w//upw.

Prof. Tarun Sanyal Treasurer Cellector
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FORUM OF ARTISTES, CULTURAL ACTIVISTS AND INTELLECTUALS
47 C SHASHI BHUSHAN DEY STREET, KOLKATA-700012

Ref: Date: 0?37&5701'

On behalf of our organization I express my earnest gratitude to you for your solidarity with
the suffering people of Nandigram.
Looking forward to more interaction and co-operation,
In solidarity,
Ypurs truly,
e
AJANTA GHOSH
(Treasurer)



ri ¥
----------‘

1A 13t aHE ganfen
B

WAl feg yga €3 €Y
35 nat J
fa 5 mans § fead's few
gt w3l aws safemr @
a'Ag €t sHgre =Hal B8
<313 J famp |

qft Wt auzm gafen
uwg fensdl As' €1 798
Aa33 3 Uarg @l afulfsne
ugdl € ul wa ift w3t
feusr gig @ wa' /i 3 ArEl

A3 U8 3§, @is9
afi@fsne mResl sy @
GH-H'3" #@l A | WSt
fenws sia 3° feser my @
@ Ru33 & alu@fsnz yracd
3 nHi-<y Bfog '8 HEU3
30 T8 | mue u3l H
garfen gdl AR'E #a AR
gl. g1, Al 835 @ fJenzwal
2913 few a0 I8 HE 3
585 ©f AOHS ST 9F°
ggdt @ €33 W9 R |
My 83 AU3d K ARt
garfen' 3733 & fde-Rtns
fuzazxr zfos @ Gw wma
s 3 afu@fsne urgdl @
a3 <o3l a'gas | AEl mEl
@ 9n ¥l €3 3° ufost ot
ggel few 33 anal & QHa
feg ®giz J famr | QR
8 u3g H{l gt gafemr
e fefemradl Fles few
a1 fefemradt sfog fes
RadigH F5 3 gwe few
FI3-ASIM3 fugexr sfaa
few naaal &5 au FaIe
g | ma as wu afag
| gatesinel fesl few arl
R 3 mfog @ Yans a3 |

At u3! safewr fdas's
few muE &2 sfen § sz
| Bel @@ 32 nE | A@El R
wy fes mwsa uz Za fa
€U ‘A8 &'® Ayl Mg
95 3 At fens wfa §
wyE A 38T E3 & fda-
&g A fuw ) T an’
uarg feazal A &t waded
gai g fu3l star @ (oW
| fea e e A8 aa few
g% 33 I5: "W Wl §
| w5t u3zr BOl fa Qo
| ghal fasl sware 3 1 el
Wy it § g a€ < 933
3l |y Raz |

7l 3l fens' sta, awEs
ga 3 : o3 safem
Ewn: fer mus Sy AW
| 3wl onesEl€e g2 It 3
feaem ew@8 I fa Qust
@ oM @ wiHl FEles gi |

A3 Hw wde



—_——

. S gn— - fadd,

s ‘Lc,"“‘ ~ The only Secular Democratic daily of Punjabi Language.

hawan !’ ooy
6771, (P.B.X.)
za man a Jullundur (Punjab)

R, Dated 29 1972

Mﬁl Am}'w/ﬂuy‘
Mot S Loard ) Tee stk vtemn
n e MQ gowor dher e gk Lok as
b 9 hp werk @wog b Dbl e adorr & W,
e asldacisg S 0 AJ G Dy ﬁ,)d(a7
Hewo S e!-.n,ﬁqn W Ges 5 e oww Atncae ek lon
Y e et .

(g
Yoo vy ol o i, G
: : £g..( S S T )LM)
b PSS < v achy W M (f
- - , ;
c~J> .7%_‘} A, wlhpe Ll on D, ...,

Raci W&':? Vi 3r i L TV Ty

ot CLA&‘L./ }‘V M = ‘/i'L eaf
- L‘fm S Aﬂ,mm rahadnd Ty f"““'—"'lf ?;{:j;h

"“‘m--r 5 e \A.A—-AAQ\ Ao Gl
((zal., By g 2 3 B g i fﬁ“‘"yw



‘ M &f\ﬁ-
‘\J\l"{\

\ ,1, . "“:Cmew
" | 3 A&f%)d@-\
) xRV A . vawj M1
g e : .
A E
Wl |
( N %) )‘;’7(
: owfwk
K,
M'fa.

-

J(w.. X +o j’ XMy
C o o
YV Lok wuran



§ o 4| )

V)
a

& | = :
—=h 1‘%\% vy #WT‘PW%%
23] I | I TZV gIBen R ;&9‘%‘5‘%




N

SRS - ._‘_T_v,-ﬁ. - —ral e

o R et Y ) S

*% —

£y o el s ey
L e oo ol S -4

/j: ) '?3(7[:{ =3 G"cTF‘F\Y; W«TFQ‘éRTIT %ﬁ—

TR Lo X 0 N2
BR-FI 50 SonT €Y SITE-HAR T A%




‘ %2'_7)'-_36’
- '“'*HEEHTE'ES!SH*_- e - [ 1.5.2006
- N e -
TR W Ue 3113!

S %{‘rwmgﬁ *I =

I e dd:i?;m

2 3T €o€<l£7 Oﬂ%!

IT I [T A Iz, T ) s

S £ SR A g Al ST

_oi?«{_l 4{6&1 £ 3 ]drfo'l%‘ﬂ 6‘1'?-%'9T

Tel oW s% [ gQ%( gﬂu%

S U e A o = o G = T4
H yzoﬁz I X

e ?*’ fae—f= R T e

T €3 S 20 L?q/ EB TS

£<H &2, 2 qL; m JZT G
el m;m eql Hl 7(<

147 Jml H dcvzf( alyd 3~H€’/

gAtetd 49 UGH 208\ 7
x| {\\3{% il

U

Sl;‘l’M\Od-_ Mouy\
& f




| S .
L §{

Qu@m ﬁxm\ ant ¢ .

USg 59 e 2 a‘@r
AT @Qarzf »STAR omel-
%3:3 K ey & TR i T3 7
é\ (..I have -?o)-cm ' 1ove wh 1,

gV all D) =BT 3IF mqm

Rt -

EZY WOy '*g@‘thﬂcﬁ SClir +
‘ﬁm‘:f{?‘ﬁf %\Q \c Mg’
TS P-i« m\% SAE FIY

=T G) W%‘:ﬂ“\‘

%\gm A q&q—w@‘aﬁ
5" ¢l .

ST TR
AT X Wl
= 7Y
ko “»D{m

Mrﬁzr e q;-skézva
@m‘f zmru% ofF. Birgps



|
{

A I e S S SR WY T o

ey

R U el B

he Grand Trunk Road to
Amritsar is choked with the
movement of trucks and
buses and this deceptive
sense of pubsating hie ey
tends into the ¢ity: the ‘cating out’ enthy-
siasm which has always been so typical of

the city of Golden Temple, the rush of

haphazard traffic wcaving its  way

. through every inch of narrow roads and

streets. But that is only Amntsar's day-
time visage and reintorcemeny of the in-
evitability of life that must go on cven
amudst death and destruction.

{i is this cominuity of life
which Vimla Dang. founder
member of the Punjab Istn
Sabha, trics to ensure sitting
in her plain, brick-floored of-
fice, Ekta Bhavan in Chhe-
harta, an outskirt of the city
which was at one time an out-

lying village. Her booming
voice startles you into listen-
ing. The questions die onyour
lips as the loud school marm
tone tells you about the agony

R I~

While Punjab still remains a Killing
field, Vimla Dany and the Punjab Istri
Sabha ihat she founded, try to ensure
the continuity of life there. Wife of the
renowned Cormumunist Party of India

leader Satpal Dang, she is busy helping

B EE B
B HEVEEC OE

the victims  of ierrorism  and  the
Sfamilics of the slain,  cutting  across
communal lines. Her organisation

fights for the cause of the victims in

courts and rehabilitates them

of Punjab. The tone seems to
imply a reprimand gnd you
begin to wonder what you _
have done to annoy, till the
hearing aid is noticed and the
realization that the volume is
directed more at herself. And
then the quaintness of per-
sonality, the no-nonsense

manner and yei the distraciod
articwdation, appears Mot
cndearing thun intimidating.
There are moments when you
feel=hie s addressinga class of
cighty,  repeting herselt
slowly. clearly and loudly bt
then that is her great coneern
for accuracy. “There should
be no mistake with refation te
the tacisand hgures, “she vy
over atd over agnn.

Ouncisoverwhelmed by the
factsaswell iy the svolye
ment. by the tears that zather
i har soice as Jic recites
some Punjaba tapryeew ritten by
Satvapat Shant, an eldeh
comricde. And he is guicth
sitting ena bencehatd through,
fetchung amd passing ol the
files that=ho fceds. but when
it comues 1o pociry and his
Frodudton s “our I"!?H ["":
the people’s poct’ he leaves
i mnccuous poreh o jom
Vimbo Dare. Both of them
sing the Tines with fervou
tearsin tiieireyes, oblivious o
the formality of annterview,
conscious oty of the sufter
ings ¢ Pun;

Hengn ohifiany chiliars
Lade e

Vehrean 10 soomph pu
gaee

Seesteny M line 24-30, Foag)
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Ghata kaleean ne
Des?; Punjab mere kisse nazran lacean
ne

(Tears flow freely. The courtyards are
desolate. Dark clouds gather. Someone
has cast an evil eye on my land, Punjab.)
Says Gursharan Singh, street theatre
activist, of Vimla Dang, “She is one of the
most devoted social workers. | admire
both Vimla and her husband, Satpal
Dang, as there is nobody else doing so
much to rehabilitate the victims of ter-
rorism in Punjab. As human beings too
they are a rarity.” He recalls the time
when she was President of the Chheharta
Municipal Committee, “It wasamarvel to
see her functioning as an administrator,
working dayandnighttoget thingsdone.”
In another stark looking room in Ekta
Bhavan sits Satpal Dang, the man who
shot into prominence in the Sixties when
he, contesting on a Communist Party of
India ticket,defeated the then chief min-
ister of Punjab, Gurmukh Singh Musafir,
intheassembly elections. He lifts his head
from his papers and it is a warm, wel-
coming face that greets you, eyes smiling
with kindness and humour. Working at
his desk, he is today more a political
commentator than a politician: no civil

he other face of the
bustling city, the
one that Vimlaand

Satpal Dang encounter, is
the face that has seen the
horror of bullets and now
grapples with the after-
math behind the privacy of
closed doors.

A short distance from
Ekta Bhavan, where the
Dangs function from, is
Tarsem Lal's (40) house.
A sightless Tarsem sits on
his bed. A kindly neigh-
bour talks to him while his
old  mother  hovers
around, bringing in tea,
going out for a packet of

jabi_spirit” of hospitality
cannot be forgotten even
in the most trying circum-
stances. Tarsem had been
a healthy, we_ll-bl\;li‘lt man
with large, sparkling eyes
b_f:for_c:';.sﬂtpr,lMl 21, '19&

rights violation goes

biscuits, because the Pun--

byin « i

That day he was on his
usual duty as an octroi of-
ficer at the barrier on the
Batala road (iwo miles
ahead of village Verka in
Amritsar distfict)and with
him was Amamath, a
peon. Two terrorists
came, looteg ¢he barrier
and then shot at Tarsem
Lal and Amarnath. The
latter died on the spotand
Tarsem got hit by a bullet
in each of his hands and
the third in the middle of
the forehead. destroying
his eyesight forever.
Tarsem relates the sto-
ry with a stony indiffer-
ence. It is his mother who
betrays a sense of sorrow,
her face crumples up at the
mention of that gory night.
She sits quietly shedding
tears till her son consoles
her saying, “What can be
done, it has happened

MENDING BROKEN LIVES

now.” His calm breaks
only when he points out.
“The medicines that have
been prescribed for me
mean a daily expenditure
of Rs 25 whi{e my wife gets
a medical allowance of
mere Rs 30 per month.
The choice is between the
nceds of my children and
medicines for me. I often
long for death.”

Tarsem stopped re-
ceiving his salary after
January 1, 1987. Follow-
ing which Vimla and Sat-
pal Dang pursued his case
so that he was retired on
July 20, 1987, given a
compensation of Rs
100,000 by his employer,
the Amritsar Municipal
Corporation, and his wife
was given a job as a clerk.
Says Tarsem, “] was not a
communist party worker,
just a plain citizen whom

BT o e e

the Dangs helped and they
are like God 1 me.” But
Tarsem had the stoicism
1o refuse the Dangs ofter

to help educate his child-
ren. He told them, “There * 3

are others who are more in
need.” And irn his mind
there is no such thing as a
communal divide. “Sikhs

are also dying, Hindus are
also dying. But we want .

peace,” he says.

This generosity and in-
comprehensive absence |

of bifterness onc comes
across even in the worst
affected parts of Punjab,

Baldev Singh (30). his legs %

encased in braces.

crutches resting by his
side, still has it in himn to
joke about his inability t0
study beyond class six be-
cause “we could not fcarn

English and the school-

master would get cXxase

e




'SPECIAL REPORT

Punjab  without his pen making clepanis  for dinner, Satpal

" Wnrk tares a heavy toils of this cou-

] 6. bringing it to notice. So many pie so that they are [eft with very  Dangcycles to work and back. He used to
" newspapers including the littie timeforeachother—seribblednotes  travel by ordinary buses even as a minis-
| | Timesof Indiapublishhisco-  often taking the piace of verbal commu-  ter in the Gurnam Singh ministry. A way
<k lumns that the joke doing the  nication. Hesendsa notetoher thirougha  oflife chosen by the Dangs out of a sense

£ rounds is that a journalist  messenger asking when siie wouid be  of commitment.
] once pleaded with him, coming to office and the messenger Says Oshima Raikhy, president of
4 “Don't take away our bread.”  comes back saving ‘after she finishes  Punjab Istri Sabha, * admire them both
The fact that he was at one  making the chaparris’ andhejustgrinsar  from the depth of my heant. In Punjab
b % _ time the “best parliamentar-  us—perhapsatthis remnantstercotypein  thereis no one who can match their dedi-
BE ) | ian”in Punjabiscvidentfrom  the midst of their entire revolutionary  cation to the self-chaosen task. Their rap-
the clear and articulate anal-  existence. Over the 30 years in Amritsar  port with thew comrades is based on a
2l ysis he puts forth even in an  they have come 1o be known as the *fagir ~ very personalised concern for them.
. 2 ordinary conversation. You couple’. They have been living in a two-  People love them and even put up their
| can disagree with his politics,  room- quarier in the labour colony with  photographs in their houses.” Perhaps
J 1| but his genuine concern you  minimal comforts. In the absence of a  the only kind of ill-feeling they had
; %1 cannot doubt. maid Vimia Dang comes io office after  cvoked before the  Punjab  problem
: crupted, came from the par-
entsof girls who wanted 0
matry renof their choice and
the Dangs always supported
these marriages. Gursharan

(Left)

Vimla

Dang, and (right)
Tarsem Lal, 210w
sightless, describes
how he was shot

at.  His

mother

cannot help crying

perated 4nd beat us.” This
ts village Dhattal (about 6
km from Amntsar) where
Baldev Singh now spends
his days movingaround on
his crut.hies or on a mo-

tonzed whecelchair which dering his legs useless. The asked if there _iS anything mother, Asha, life
the Red Cross has pro- Punjab Istri Sabha fought to fear in the village, *Ithe changed  dramatically.

vided him with,

On August 17, 1986 he
was walking back from his
first day’s work & a po- -
er-loom worker when he
and his companion were
accosted by three men and
taken to a secluded spot.
Their crime: while being
Sikhs they had cut their
hair. Recalls Baldev,
‘Down that road the next
man who came without a
turban was also asked to
stop. However, another
person they stopped got
scared and set up a noisc
and so they shot him dead,
shot blindly at us and ran
away.” Baldev's compan-
ion died, the other was
shot in the hand §nd Bal-
dev was hit by a bullet in

y : '

his throat. Another bullet
landed in his spine, rea-

his casc and got him the
government  compensa-
tion of Rs 201000 besides
Rs 250 as monthly pen-
sion. Says Vimla Dang.
“At that time compensa-
tion 1o the injured was Ry
5,000 but our plea was

that this was a special case.

It is his old
mother who does every-
thing for hinfand she cries
even as she talks of his
helplessness. In fact the
reason why he has still not
grown his hair is because
that would complicate that
much more the process of
dressing up. But then nor
does he subsequently fear
moving around in his own
village. Both Baldev and

his mother fook uncom-
prehending when tfey are

dar? Lh te apna pind ha
(Fearhere? But this is our
own village).

Asha (39) and her six
children have however
moved to Amritsar from
Basir ki Kalan (8 km {rom
Amritsar) after her hus-
band Dr Chiranjilal (40) a
regisicred medical prac-
titioner, was shot dead on
March 23, 1987. The ed
ucation of the twa eldest
daughters is being fin-
anced by the Punjab Istri
Sabha Relicf Trust under
their scholarship scheme.
The eldest, Babita, an at-
tractive, confident 19 year
old who'is doing her B.A.
second year from Khalsa
College with philosaphy
and home science, seems a

Singh recounts a particular
case of the daughter of a sym-
pathiser of the CPl. He was a
small industrialist and would
not agice to his daughter
marrying an old-time party
worker:  caste  difference
reinforced  his disapproval.
But the Dangs pushed ahead
with the marnage, and the

T

happy cnough youth but
go back with her three ye-
ars and 25 she recounts
that day in 87 ber iips
tremble and  the  tears
cloud her vision. For her

Vimia Dang helped herget
a job as a clerk in the de-
puty comnmussioner’s of-
fice but sk had to reonient
hersell as & working
woman with the respon-
sihility of five daughters
and one son. “Mummy
faced a lot of problems in |
the first one year,” ex-
plains Babita, “but then
she got adjusted.” Asha
draws a salary of Rs 1400.

All the children have
identified a profussion for
themsclves. In one corner
of the room stands a sitar
and onbeing asked, Babita
shyly acknwledges it as
hers. And tor a moment
that same incomprehen-
siple sense of hope seems
} halo everything,




storm that followed engulfed
them as weil.

Both Satpal and Vimla
Dang, nee Bakaya, come from
affluent backgrounds,  butx
the choices they made have
not only brought them aus-
terity, but also threats to their
lives. “Since they are so vocal
against terrorism and viol-
ence, their concern for civil
nights is viewed with suspi-
cion by the ultras,” says Gur-
sharan Singh. The security
measure of an armed guard
behind a few sandbags near
the entrance to Ekta Bhavan
cannot take away from the
-pirit of fearlessness that one
encounters within, Noris it a
fearlessness born ol igno- —
rance. Rather a thoughtful
response after a face-to-face
encounter with stark reality.

Vimia Dang holds oui in
her palm a handful of blood-
soaked  pebbles while  she
fights the tears in her eyes. In
March this vear 13 peopie
had been pulled outofabusat |

Bhaiki  Talwandi  villageand shot.

Yhese pebbles are the silent witness and
Vimla Dang brought them back with her
sn a gesture of hopeless despair since all
the dead and wounded had already been
taken to bospitals.“There was nothing for
me todoai that moment, so 1 gathered up
these pebbies,” she says.

ut then she has been doing a whole
lot more than just symbolic gestures.
she was one of the first women to join the
CPl and then along with Litto Ghosh, she
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well onats way, Donations
have come to them from all
over  the  country—West
Bengal,  Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Bihar, UP, Dclhi—
from people of all profes-
stonal hues And instead of
feeding Brahmins on a happy
occasion or donating monev
toa gurdwara. many people
send cheques 1o the Punjab
Istri Sabha Retief Truat,
From January 17, 1989 1
March 31, 1989 thetrust vave
atd of Rs 25990 10 nearly 34
familics of victims of terror-
4 ™ ism. Memboers of the trus
have visited vicims of <hoot-
ings .nd bomb blasts 1 hos-
b pitals and n their homes in
Amntsar. Batala,  Sirhid,
Moga. Chandigarh. Patala,
Jakandhar and Ludbiana and
distributed aid ranging from
Rs 200 to Rs 1000 per per-
soit. the monthly expenditure
al the trust on this endeinour
being Rs 20,00, Tn 19X the
focus had been ditferent and
the unjab Istri

Aesr

(Left) Vimla Dang,

(above) Baldev
Singh, a victim of
terrorism, and

(right) Satpal Dang:
against the reign of
werror

founded the Punjab Istri Sab-
ha. Looking back at her life,
she says, “We never had
children because there was no
time for rearing them.” And
the Punjaby Istri Sabha must
have exhausted all the rear-
ing she could do.

From  beng anorgansation
that handled the sorrows that everyday
life threw up, the Sabha gradually began
togearitself up to mitigate the aftereffects
of horrors which too had become an ev-
cryday affair in Punijab.

In January 1989, they constituted the
Punjab Istri Sabha Relief Trust which has
been able to continue and enhance all the
proiects of the parent body. With an in-
itial helpful push of Rs 600.000 from
comrade Gurdass Dasgupta, an MP from
West Bengal,.  the reliet trust was

Sabha had  semt Rs 300t0to
Delhithrough the National Federati snof
Indian Women, for the riot affecied. "But
then terrorism became a menace here”
savs Vimla Dang. Istri Sabha's activities
moved back into Punjab.

Evenwhile Vimla Dangis dictating the
statistics, a little girl runs in 1o her mother
(an Istri Sabha worker). saying. = iy are
bringing in three dead bodies on i vartio
the pelice station and two of the Fodies
are completely mangled.” Partof the dai-
ly toll. Coming from a little child one is
shocked into the realisation that this
generaticn of seven and eight yearoldsin
Punjab has seen death in its most brutal
guise. Trying to stem the danger of a
whole gencration growing up embittered,,
the Istri Sabha has been implementing a
monthly scholarship scheme for the
children belonging to  lerronsm-

SUNBAY Mat, June 24-30, 1990
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the Vishva Shikhsha Niketan agrees.
According to principal Seema Verma
of the Police-DAV school, the police
department is not worried about edu-
cating their girls. “But now we have
sent them a proposal to sanction a
girls;hostel,” she says.
¢~ The Punjab lIstri Sabha, which had
| started work during the anti-Sikh riots
\ of 1984, set up a relief trust in 1989
' whenoncertaindays 20-30 bodies were
cremated on the same ground. “In the
beginning we gave the families some
monetary help. But when the govern-
ment launched its compensation
scheme, we shifted our attention to
the education of their children,” ex-
plains BimlaDang, honorary secretary
of the trust.

The trust gives stipends—ranging
from Rs 60 to Rs 500 depending on the
class in which they are studying—to
600 children. Almost all the benelicia-
ries are children whose fathers were

distributes the aid three limes a year.
“Books, shoes, uniforms, are all cov-
ered.” says she, claimingthat theRSSis
doing what the government should be
doing.

Dang and Chawla admit that their
work was at best only symbolic. Police
redcords vouch for it. They show that
the casualties from January 1989 to
February 1993 were: civilians—7723;
policemen—19160; and terrorists—
7353. The figures prove that the chil-
dren of civilians and terrorists killed
during the bloody years may not be
getting a fair education.

Not that schooling, complete with
subsidies and special attention, guar-
antees asecure future for the children.
The government’s job promises remain
mostly on paper. The compensation
amounts, though increased from Rs
10,000toRs 1 lakh, is not always enough
tosustainafamilytilithe children stand
on their feet. In many cases, even the

Ours is a social
organisation. The
terrorists were
anti-social. Why
should we help their
families?

—Bimla Dang,
honorary secretary,
Punjab Istri Sabha

A

Committed
crusaders

But life after school
remains bleak for the
orphans of Punjab

killed by terrorists or accidentally in
police firing. Fund raising has become
difficult with the return of normalcy,
but the applicants for aid continue to
increase, as more children come of
school age. Dang, who believes that
such assistance is the best form of
help, brushes aside questions why the
trust does not help orphaned children
of terrorists. “Ours is a social
organisation. These people were anti-
social. Why should we help their fami-
lies? It is difficult enough raising funds
for those who have been victimised by
the terrorists,” she says. The trust has
referred 40 orphaned children to the
SOS village at Bawananear Dethiand 13
children to the Bal Niketan in Patiala.

The Punjab Pidit Seva Prakalp
Samiti, run by the RSS in Amritsar,
adopted 2,500 children over the years.
Accordingtothe BIP legislator Lakshini
Kanta Chawla, the samiti arranges a
donor for each child’s education and

16

compensation sparked family feuds,
forcing mothers to give the money to
the other members of the dead
husband’s family and walk out with the
kids.

“Ultimately the children are a na-
tional responsibility. We are doing our
bit. Once they grow up, what can we do
with them? asks R.K. Jain. Fven the
misionary zeal of these organisations
may not save every child. For some-
where along the line many become re-
bellious. Nothing can change Sandeep
Kaur's decision to grow up to “kill my
father's killer™. “These children may
never be able to form close relation-
ships.” says Dr Savita Malhotra, child
psychiatrist at the Post-Graduate In-
stitute, Chandigarh.

The wound may heal with the years,
but the scar doubtless is going to be
indelible.

—VIJAYA PUSHKARNA In Amritsar,
Anandpur Sahib and Pinjore

THE LEEL WOCT 3) 1093

HE traumatic years of Punjab had
l thrown schooling out of gear all
over the state, but the waorst hit
were the border districts ol Amritsar,
Gurdaspur and Ferozepur. If the towns
remained curfew-bound or under siege
for an endless period, the countryside
was silenced by militants. Parents pre-
ferred not to send their children to
schools, and teachers, particularly in
government schools, stayed away (rom
remote village schools on one pretext
or another.

Many senior police officers fighting
militancy in the early years sent their
childrento distant restdentlal schools,
where the names of the children were
changed, as those of their fathers. The
schooling of these children was a con-
fidential affair and, according to a po-
lice officer, it was financed from a se-
cret fund.

But when the police realised that
they could not provide security to all

]
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Pt AUTAR LAL BAQAYA Sahib, Son of Pt MOHAN LAL BAOAYA Sahib.

(Translated from Bahar-e-Gulshan-e Kashmir, Vol I, pages 88-93 and 727,
published in 1931 by the Indian Press Ltd, Allahabad (See photocopy placed below).

His father, Pt Mohan Lal Sahib Baqaya son of Late Pt Jiya Lal Baqaya Sahib, Tehsildar
is, at present, ‘Sar-rishte-daar’ to the Sub Divisional Officer, Kasur (Punjab). His mother
is the daughter of Late Pt Mohan Kishen Sahib Haksar of Delhi.He was married, in 1919
to the daughter of Pt Roop Kishen Sahib Agha, who is, at present, Distt and Sessions
Judge, Allahabad.

He was born in Gujrat (Punjab) in 1897. After being educated upto Entrance, which he
passed in the Ist Division, he was admitted to F Sc class in Mission College, Lahore.
But the environment there and, also, the Science subjects were not to his liking. So, he
passed his BA exam from DAV College, Lahore. Those were the best days of his
studentship. Philosophy, Economics and English Literature were subjects he was
particularly fond of. Thus, when he passed his BA exam, despite the fact that it is
difficult to obtain a 1 Division in these subjects, he passed it in the 2" Division,
missing 1* Division by only one mark. He got a prize from the Kashmiri Pandit
Associaton for standing first among the Kashmiri students from Punjab. Thereafter, he
got admitted to Govt College, Lahore with Economics as his subject. But, unfortunately,
he was unsuccessful in attaining this last degree. This failure made him lose interest in
Govt service and he sat at home, doing nothing, for eight long years. During this period
his attention was drawn to Business, but he did not like it.

Finally, in 1925, he went to Malwa and started farming. Though none of his ancestors
had followed this profession, it suited the Pt Sahib very well. And now he is living in
affluence at Basoda (Gwalior State). To pass time, he has taken up a few honorary
assignments,viz, President, Panchayat Board and Chairman, Trade Committee. He is also
preparing for an exam in Law.

For the last nearly three years he has been indulging in literatury pursuits. He was, of
course, fond of poetry and literature from the very beginning, but his feelings were
preserved within his heart. A Mushaira was held in Basoda, which brought his feelings
(emotions) to the fore and he obtained great applause when he recited his first Ghazal in
1928.Now, this is a continuous process.

His style is evident from the following Ghazals of his:
(16 Ghazals and one humourous verse, all in Urdu, are given here. See photocopy placed
below.)
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without Purpose, so live that dying hy
can say "Altmy tife and my strength wer
given to the finest cause in the World-
the liberation of Mankind.”




Lighting up Tives of child labourers

FIRST met Aruna Asaf Ali in

the early eighties. She had

come to Chandigarh with a bus

full of committed women lead-
ers from all over the country. From
Chandigarh, they had te go to Amrit-
sar for spreading the ‘message of
peace’ in the then burning Punjab.
During those days each community
was scared of the other and full of
venom for each other. Terrorism had
already raised its head and Bhindran-
wale was delivering charged speeches
in the name of religion. In those days
people kept away from Amritsar. How-
ever, Aruna Asaf Ali decided to go
there with a message of peace.

I was asked to join the activists in
the bus if I believed in the purpose.
That was my first close interaction
with Aruna Asaf Ali. It was her con-
viction, clarity of thought and unbe-
lievable passion for her motherland
which had inspired me to read all
about her role in the struggle for free-
dom of the country. By the time I met
her, I knew everything about her life.
We continued to meet till she passed
away in 1996. I had noticed that an

: -

Vimla Dang

endless number of fiery women lead-
ers used to look up to Aruna Asaf Ali.
While they revered her, she on her
part, showed her fondness for them
with a hug or tight embrace.

Women leaders even today continue
to hold Aruna Asaf Ali not only as a
role model but also as a leading light.
The person who is leading this pro-
cession of Punjab Istri Sabha leaders
is none other than Vimla Dang. Fol-
lowing in her footsteps are Shiela
Didi, Oshima Reikhy, Urmila Anand,
Mohinder Sambar, Jaswant Kaur,
Hakim Devi and Bir Kalsi. They even
formed the Aruna Asaf Ali Memorial
Trust, a charitable institution, to
spread her ideals. These women
already work for the Punjab Istri
Sabha Relief Trust. This had started
~~with a corpus fund of Rs 8.94 lakh in
1989. It eventually raised its
resources to Rs 47.71 lakh by 1996-97.
Out of this corpus Rs 26.48 lakh was
disbursed to the Dabwali fire victims.

In 1998, the Trust also started to
give 100 stipends in Aruna Asaf Ali's
name to needy primary school stu-
dents studying in government or local
bodies’ schools in Punjab or Chandi-
garh. Each selected student is given
Rs 1,200 per annum.

In 1997, the Trust started as many as

four Child Labour Study Centres for
the benefit of children working in tea
shops, dhabas, brick kilns, factories,
fields, leather and boot polish shops,
and as domestic help. All these children
were required.to put in-just two hours
daily at the Centre. The Sabha per-
suaded the employers and guardians
to spare the children for those two
hours without cutting their salaries.

Aruna Asaf Ali

Children 14 years and below are eligi-
ble to join the Centre. An honorarium
of Rs 50 per child is paid to the teacher.

The first such Study Centre was
opened in Government Senior Sec-
ondary School, Chheharata, Amritsar,
with 14 children. Soon the strength
increased to 18. All of them passed
Class V exam this year. More children
are getting motivated to join the Cen-
tre. The second Centre was started at
Beas, Amritsar, on June 7, 1997. This
Centre was run by Raj Verma, Vice-
President of the Punjab Istri Sabha,
with the help of sarpanch Sham Lal.
The students in this Centre were
given sweaters, shoes, notebooks and
even blankets. The children are
taught Punjabi, Maths and English,
besides being given basic knowledge
of other subjects. The teachers of gov-
ernment schools were motivated to
spare two hours for these children.
The third Centre was set up in Gov-

ernment High School, Sector 28,
Chandigarh, with 10 children, five
boys and five girls, on January 20,
1998. The Punjab Istri Sabha activists
had met the mothers of the selected

rchildren to inspire them to allow their

wards to study at the Centre. They *
told them that in the long run it would
benefit their children. The children
were provided with uniforms, shoes
and notebooks. All these 10 children
have completed primary education.

The fourth Child Labour Centre was
opened on March 13, 1998, at the
Phase X Guru Nanak Colony Primary
School in SAS Nagar with just eight
girls and two boys. All these students
are working as domestic servants. A
JBT lady teacher named Vijay agreed
to spare two hours to teach them Pun-
jabi and Maths. Later, five more chil-
dren and a teacher joined the Centre
and English subject was also added.

The Aruna Asaf Ali Trust, meanwhile,
has been allotted a small piece of land
in Chandigarh. Even though the price
of this land is reserved yet it is still too
high for the Trust to pay. The Trust is
looking for donors who can come for-
ward to help the Trust. I have often
come across people who have donated
crores of rupees or property worth the
same in the name of religion. One
hopes that somebody will come for-
ward to donate in cash or kind to
Trusts like that of Aruna Asaf Ali or
the Punjab Istri Sabha. I was amazed
how Vimla Dang, despite her age and
fragile body, still continued to sit from
9 am to 1pm every day to listen to the
grievances of the people. Driven with
the passion of taking everything to its
logical conclusion, she refuses to offer
lip service alone. Whether it is the
battle of a mother fighting for the cus-
tody of her child who has been
snatched away by her husband and in-
laws, or a case of child labourers or a
marital dispute, Vimla Dang goes into
the details of each and every case.
Undaunted by the load of work, she
goes on despite the fact that she has
to wear a hearing aid in both her ears.
It is ironical that though most of us
can hear correctly yet we are deaf to
the woes of fellow human beings.

Students of the Child Labour Study Centr at Amltsa with their teachers

o= @




national (PGI).”

Although not too many
Indians have taken to buy-
ing chunky platinum jew-
ellery pieces yet sleek

platinum rings are gaining
popularity. “White is real-
ly hot and many young
people, especially men,
prefer the classy look of

AUDIOSCAN/_ ASC
JAUnusual fusion of poetr

Udaas Pat
(Times Music)

Soul-stirring poetry and sim-
ilar music have come togeth-
er many a time but the kind
of fusion attempted here
has rarely been tried. Both
stand out on their own and
yet complement each other.
What emerges out of this
experimentation is indeed
neither music nor poetry
but a collection of inexplica-
ble moods and surreal
images painted on a canvas
of sound.

Gulzar writes of various

human relationships. His
poetry has not been set to
music. He just reads it
while Abhishek Ray’s music
plays in the background.
During gaps in the recita-
tion, the music comes to
the forefront.

Ray has been composing
music for television since
his school days. He says
some of his compositions
based on Indian ragas
“were long wanting to
express their emotions
with freedom and to see
the light of a new day.”
Gulzar appreciated his idea
and shared the treasure of
his poetry.

The raga-based composi-
tions have been arranged
with elements of world
music and forms of contem-
porary orchestration. For
instance, Taskeen ... (Main
chhanv chhanv chala tha
apna badan bachakar/ ke rooh

women have to say about
this white metal? The per-
ceptions and attitudes vary.
“It’s just a marketing gim-
mick,” quips Ritu Singh, a
computer professional.

doon ...) is accompanied by
a composition in Raga
Yaman with soul-stirring
alaaps. Warm symphonic
strings, cellos, brass, Indian
violins and flutes play to the
seven-beat Roopak rhythm.
There are eight such cre-
ations in all. Recording val-
ues are excellent.

Sadma Bewafa Ka
(TIPS)

emotions inrvolved  in

SITES AND SCENES

T’S the magical charm of mountains

that lures one to go beyond Manali to

Rohtang La. Every traveller who goes

to this high mountain pass must tread
upon Marhi, about 10 km before Rohtang,
nestled at 11,220 feet.

Marhi means graveyard. Interestingly,
Rohtang La signifies “a heap of bones.”
History informs that soldiers of an entire
battahion of Maharaja Ranjit Singh led by
his commander Zorawar Singh died at
Marhi due to a snow storm, while return-
ing from Lahaul on the other side of
Rohtang. As per one belief, the soldiers
blinded by heavy fog, fell down from a cliff.
Others say that they were stranded here
and were buried under an avalanche.
Rajinder Kumar Boudh of Marhi’s Cham-
ba Dhaba claims that he has numerous
rusted swords and daggers belonging to
these soldiers. They were excavated while
the foundation of his house was being laid
10 years ago.

All vehicles come to a screeching halt at
the windswept Marhi, which has around 10
eateries serving Indian and Chinese food.
You can get on hire woollen caps and
socks, non-skid rubber shoes and over-
coats. A 10-year-old temple dedicated to
Kali, which is also worshipped by Bud-
dhists, and a small PWD Rest House com-
pletes Marhi’s picture.

In winter, with temperature dipping

ko ek khoobsoorat sa jism de

Roshm Johar

down to minus 35 degrees celsius and
snowfall rising higher than 20 feet, all
activities come to a standstill. Even wind
velocity measures put up by the Avalanche
Study Centre get blown away. The owners
of eateries close their business to idle

Ma

ly streng gold, but there’

no doubt that the metal
hits the right chord wit

the smart, on-the-move
Indian women. (INFS)

Rahim Shah, younge
brother of Ustad Salman|
Alvi, has an impressive
voice. But he has been,
done in by insipid lyrics i
this album. This weaknes§
is particularly glaring in the
opener Tap tap ..., whic
has also been convertec
into a video track.

This is supposed to be
collection of “sentimenta
songs” but many of the
are more fit for the danc
floor. In fact, even the
memorable Ye dil ye pagal
dil mera kyoon bujh gayd
deewangi, made immorta
by Ghulam Ali, has bee
converted into a fast num-
ber with dhol beats.

Original songs by Rahim
fare better. He is also the
music composer.

Yaari Jaan Ton
Pyari (HMV)

The singing style of Ashok
Mastie bears a faint resem-

stranded here after Sept
snow. Rescue operations
him involve trudging for lo
snow to fetch stranded to
This may take hours due t
caused by fog and snow. T

In winter temperature dlps to -35°C in Marhl

away the winter days at lower heights. All
of them jointly run one dhaba, sharing
expenses and profits.

But what is worth noting is the yeoman
service rendered by them. Rajinder Kumar
discloses that innumerable tourists are

first aid is a skilled job. “Hes
be immediately given in sy
damages the skin. First
should be wrapped in blan
they should be treated wi
says Rajinder Kumar, who
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