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/ néar Jailianwala Bagh

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, SEPTEMBER 7

The demolition of three shops
adjoining the Jallianwala Bagh
to widen the entry to the
memorial has led to appre-
hensions in the minds of city
residents that it might lead to
the change in the original char-
acter of the historic place.

This has highlighted the
need for the district adminis-
tration to spell out the purpose
behind razing of the structures
which were no less historic.

The district administration
had, on September 5, demol-
ished three century:old shops
and three houses in_the area
after the owners of these build-
ings lost the case and agreed to
move out. The objective
behind the demolition is
believed to be the creation of
a 1,000 sq yard parking area
for the vehicles of VIPs who
visit the Jallianwala Bagh
memorial, especially during
functions organised there.

Satya Pal Dang, a former
MLA and veteran politician,
who interacted with the shop-
" keepers in the area on Sep-
tember 6, said, “There is a
strong apprehension in the
minds of locals that the admin-
istration may bring about
changes in the layout of the
historic place just to make
room for parking for digni-
taries,” he said.

*“The fact that there used to
be two more streets leading to
the Jallianwala Bagh, besides
the existing one from which
General O’Dyer had entered
with his men, but were later
closed, gives rise to suspicion
that there could be further
changes made in the memori-
al’s layout,” he said.

Accompanied by his wife
Vimla Dang, a former MLA,
and Ripudaman Singh, for-
mer secretary of the district
unit of the CPI, Satya Pal
Dang met with the secretary of
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Concem over demolitions

The shops adjoining Jalllanwala Bagh are being 'razed 80
that a VIP parking can come up. — A Tribune photograph

the Jallianwala Bagh Trust.
*He told us that the work had
been undertaken under a proj-
ect of the Indian tourism
development  corporation.
However, he gave an assur-
ance that the narrow lane lead-
ing to the bagh would not be
closed, as the trust had already
taken a decision in this
regard,” he said.

Dang demanded that under
no circumstances, the look of
the historic place be tampered
with by the district adminis-
tration by closing the lane
which finds reference in the
history of the Indian inde-
pendence. “Moreover, the dis-
trict administration has already
constructed a parking lot by
demolishing a historic school
in the area. The razing of
portions of one of the most
popular historic places,
which is seen as a milestone
in the freedom struggle,
should not be the price for
convenience of dignitaries
visiting the place,” he said.

The district administration
and the Indian tourism devel-
opment corporation should
come out with the details of the
project under which the shops
have been demolished to lay to
rest apprehensions about play-
ing with the antiquity.

In November last year, Dang
had protested against the move
to demolish the 155-year-old
Saragarhi school. He had
demanded that the state gov-
emment should initiate an
inquiry to find out who were

behind the decision.
Dang had urged the then
Chief  Minister  Capt

Amarinder Singh to inter-
vene immediately to ensure
the reversa!l of the govern-
ment’s decision to demolish
the school, which had dealta
big blow to the future of a
very large number of stu-
dents of the school. Even
trees, which were as old as
the school itself, were being
cut to make way for the park-
ing in the area.




No change in old
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The district administration has
announced that the old passage 1o the
historical Jallianwala Bagh, from
which General O’Dyer had entered
with his men, would be preserved at
all coats. Being a national monument,
the administration would not allow
any change in the original character of
the place. Instead, a beautify] ipfor-
mation centre would be constructed at
th€ site v the demolished shops,
a&pfmmm-
lianwala Bagh so that tourjsts could
get information on touch screen even
befote_entering the premises of the

naticnal mGnument.

On the other hand, the central gov-
emment has agreed in principal to
i install much-awajted son-et lumiere
1{light and'sound) on the pattem of the
AfidamAn and Nicobar Islands. before

Abril 13 n th
if aniversary of the massacre of Jal-
/1 lianwala Bagh.

Earlier due to the callous attitude of
all concerned, Rs 2.50 crore, sanc-
tioned by the: union ministry of human
resources development (department
of culture) on March 16, 1998, could
not be used for a long time. The
money was sanctioned for installing

hihgt and sound system at the historic
garden and expansion and repairs of
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the national memorial.

The son-et lumiere was proposed by
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Maninderjit Singh Bitta, the then Indi-
an National Youth Congress president,

to Narasimha Rao, the then Prime
Minister. Rao even sent a jatha of 300

Yo! Congress leaders _to the
i ands¥for a

survey of the impressive light and
sound programme instalied there.

A report was later submitted by Bitta
to Rao, who was also chairman of the

on a hi-tech light and sound system would be installed I\
at Jallianwala Bagh. — A Tribune photograph

Jallianwala Bagh Memorial Trust.
On the other hand, notwithstanding
the demolition of three shops adjoin-
ing the Jallianwala Bagh that led to
apprehensions in the minds of city res-
idents that it might lead to the change
in the original character of the historic
place, yet the district administration has
announced that the old passage from
which General O’Dyér had entered
with his men and resorted to unpro-
voked firing on innocent Indians would
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. -national monument.
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be preserved at all costs.

Talking to The Tribune, deputy com-
missioner, Kahan Singh Pannu said a
b_e&u;' | iourist centre would be con-
stracted at the site of demolished shops
where tourists could get complete
historical  information about the
tragedy of April 13, 1919, on a
touch screen, before entering the

He clarified that the glia.of demol |
ished shops would not be used for park- |
ing at any.cost. It may be mentioned™
ere that architects have already pre-
pared a blue print for the expansion of
the Jallianwala national memorial.
However, due to delay on the part of
the government of India to release the
sanctioned funds, the plans could not
be implemented so far.
The district administration had, on
September 5. demolished three centu-
ry-old shops and three houses in thef;
area after the owners of these buildir:?
lost the case and agreed to move oufl
Satya Pal Dang, a former ML.A and
veteran politician, who interacted with
the shopkeepers in the area, said the
shopkeepers of the area were appre- |
hensive that after demolishing the)
shops , administration could enforces
changes in the layout of the histori
place just to make room for parking fo:
ignitaries. Dang demanded that unde
no Circumstances, the look of the hisd
toric place be tampered with by the dis/
trict administration. 4 '




30-day deadlitie for Gamimon
India to improve service lanes
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With the elevated road project
becoming a nightmare for com-
muters, the municipal corporation
| has asked Gammon India Ltd, the
firm which has been assigned the
work, to provide proper service
lanes within a month.

The Rs 173-crore project would
provide devotees a shorter link to
the Golden Temple and the Jal-
lianwala Bagh Memorial. Work on
the project is underway and an
amount of Rs 20 crore has been
already spent on it. A meeting was
called by the new mayor Shawet

Elevated Road Project

Malik on September 11 to do away
with the inter-departmental delays.
The superintending engineer
(civil) of the corporation and Pun-
jab water supply and sewerage
board, executive engineer of Pun-
jab state electricity board (PSEB)
and chief engineer of Gammon
India Limited also attended the
meeting. “The officers concerned
have been told to deliver a daily
report. A review meeting would be
held after a week. We are hopeful
that the work would be completed
within a month” said Malik.
Notably. the local organisations

have been repeatedly highlighting
the problem being faced by com-
muters, who are forced to take long
detours. The service lanes are too
in a bad shape, resulting in repeat-
ed traffic jams. The haphazardly
placed barricades add to the woes
of residents. Also, there’s no pro-
vision of lighting in the service
lanes, making it really difficult to
drive in the evening hours. Doubts
are also being raised over the time-
ly- completion of the project due
to lack of adequate funds.

During his visit to Amritsar in
April 2006, Prime Minister Man-

mohan Singh had announced 50 per
cent central grants for the project.
According to the original plan, the
project was to be funded by MC,
Improvement Trust and Punjab
Urban Development Authority
(PUDA), contributing 60 per cent
to the total cost. The remaining 40
per cent was to be bomne by the state
government. The project had also
invoked sharp criticism from cer-
tain environmentalists as they
feared threat to the heritage build-
ings in the area. The district admin-
istration, however, maintained that
the elevated road would end near
the multi-level parking which is at
a distance of 500 meters from the
Golden Temple.
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