tanley Chaudhry

shortbiographicalnote on StanleyChaudhry,Presidentndhra PradeshPulp andPaper
Mills Workers union ( ITUC), interviewedat Rajamundrion SeptembeR1, 2004

StanleyChaudhrywasbomon 21 October,1952 at StanleyHospitalin Chennai.His mother
was critically ill at the time of his birth and Dr Stanleysavedher alongwith the baby. His
mothemamedhim afterthe doctor.FathePPrabhakaChaudhry by thenafamouslabourleader,
namedhim Vasavarajua courrierin the undrgroundmovementandbeaterto deathby police.

Stanleywasa brilliant studentand soonbecamea massleaderashe startedworking for |l
India Studentd-ederatiorearlyin life. He usedo cycleto thevillagesin thedistrictandorganise
classedor the studentsMany leadersveretrainedin the processvho laterjoined tradeunion.

Stanleywasnotkeento join tradeunionashe felt thatworkerswerenotinterestedn fighting
for others.Evennow he feelsthatthe criticism by the Communistparty thatthe workersfrom
tradeunionmovemeniarenot politicalisedenoughandhencekeepawayfrom the Communist
movemenin the countryhasbeencorrect.

In ndhra Pradeshagainstunemploymenttherewas a greatmovementlaunchedby the
unemployed/outhin which Stanleytook partin his own district. He organisedhe studentsand
youth but could not bring the workersfrom the tradeunionin it. In agitation,therewaspolice
firing andyet busloadsof studentkeptpouringin the district capital.

Stanleyhad organiseda film showof a flop film that camecheapandticketswere sold at
high prices.With this moneyhe organiseda seven-dayschoolto train youth andworkers.

For Stanley,tradeunion movementvas a groundnew experimentsHe wasnotin teh gen
eralunionin the beginningbut organisedhe workersat departmentevel with involvementof
workersfrom all unions.He thuscreatedabody thatsupportedchim irrespectiveof his politics.
It wasnamed |l Unit Federatiortaking up demandsof local nature.The new crop of young
workerssupportedis initiative as he introducedin variousdepartmentgrades,designations
andalso skill levels.He alsomanagedo getpromotionafter completionof every sevenyear.
His methodof working was appreciatedy the ndhra Productivitycouncil asit increasedhe
efficiency of workers.

Themanagemenemovedim thriceandonceevengothim arrestedut everytime theyhad
to take him back. Once he was suspendedor ten monthsbut when he was reinstated,not a
singledays casualleaveor servicebreakwasmentionedn his records.

CommunistPartywantedhim to becomeawholetimerin the party andthetradeunionfront,
but he refusedas Stanleyfelt he could be moreusefulasa workerin the factory.

Till 1964, therewas no gradationfor the workers and no relieverworker. Therewas no
incentivefor commendablperformancesither. Stanleygot all thesemeasuremtroduced.Stanley
alsointroducedshopwisebonusalongwiththe generalbonusgiven by the management.



owever asthe modernisatiorprocessis becominga reality evenin this factory, manage
mentwantsto getrid of extrahands.Stanleyhasforcedthemto introduceVoluntaryretirement
schemewith extrabenefits.

Stanleyhasonly one kidney donatedby his sisterand deathkeepsstaringat him ashe is
oftenunwell. But his spirit is undaunted.



tanley Chaudhry

shorttranscriptivenote on StanleyChaudhry,Presidentndhra PradesHPulp and Paper
Mills Workers union (ITUC), interviewedat Rajamundrion SeptembeR1, 2004

| wasbomon 21 October,1952 at StanleyHospitalin Chennai.My motherwascritically ill
atthetime of my birth andDr Stanleysavedheralongwiththebaby. My mothemamedmne after
thedoctor.FathePrabhakaChaudhry by thena famouslabourleader,namedme Vasavaraju,
acourrierin the undrgroundnovemeniandbeaterto deathby police.

| wasnot badin my studiesand soonstartedworking amongthe studentmassess| wasin
Il India StudentsFederationearly in life. | usedto cycle to the villages in the district and
organiseclassedor the students Many leadersweretrainedin the processwho laterjoined
tradeunion.

| was not keento join tradeunion as| felt thatworkerswerenot interestedn fighting for
others.Evennow | feel thatthe criticism by the Communistparty thatthe workersfrom trade
unionmovementarenotpoliticalisedenoughandhencekeepawayfrom the Communisimove
mentin the countryhasbeencorrect.

In ndhra Pradeshagainstunemploymenttherewas a greatmovementlaunchedby the
unemployedyouthin which | took partin my own district. | organisedhe studentsandyouth
but could not bring the workersfrom the tradeunionin it. In agitation,therewaspolice firing
andyet busloadsof studentkeptpouringin the district capital.

| had organiseda film show of a flop film that camecheapand tickets were sold at high
prices.With this moneyl organiseda seven-dayschoolto train youth andworkers.

For me, tradeunionmovementwas a groundfor new experiments! wasnot in the general
unionin thebeginningoutorganisedheworkersatdepartmentevel with involvementofworkers
from all unions.| thus createda body that supportedme irrespectiveof my politics. It was
namedIl Unit Federatiortaking up demandsof local nature.The new crop of youngworkers
supportedmy initiative as | introducedin various departmentgrades,designationsand also
skill levels.| alsomanagedo getpromotionaftercompletionof everysevenyear.My method
ofworking wasappreciatedby the ndhra Productivitycouncilasit increasedhe efficiency of
workers.

The managementemovedme thrice andonceevengot me arrestedbut everytime theyhad
to takeme back. Oncel was suspendedor ten monthsbut when| wasreinstatednot a single
days casualleaveor servicebreakwas mentionedin my records.

CommunistPartywantedme to becomea wholetimerin the party andthe tradeunionfront,
butl refusedas| felt thatl couldbe moreusefulasaworkerin the factory.

Till 1964, therewas no gradationfor the workers and no relieverworker. Therewas no
incentivefor commendablgerformancesither.| got all thesemeasurestroduced. alsointro-
ducedshopwiseébonusalongwiththe generabonusgivenby the management.



owever asthe modernisatiorprocessis becominga reality evenin this factory, manage
mentwantsto getrid of extrahands.| have forced themto introduceVoluntary retirement
schemaewith extrabenefits.

| have only one kidney donatedby my sisterand deathkeepsstaringat me as| am often
unwell. But | feel thattill my lastbreath,l would be working for the masses.
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