ri Ramulu

shortbiographicalnote on Sri Ramulu (INTUC) interviewedon Septembef9, 2004 in
Bangalore

Shri Ramuluwas bom on November20, 1918 in Bangalore.His fatherwas a textile mill
worker. Ramulicouldnot getany educatiortill hewentto jail wherehe appearedn the school
final examination.

Ramulustartedworking in the textile mill from the ageof twelve with halfwageashe used
to attendschool for the rest of the day. He was deeplyinfluencedby Congresdeaderslike
HardikarandK T BhashyamIn 1932 hews amembeioftehsewadal. Laterhe startechicketting
atwine shopsandgoing to Harijan bastis,he was cleaningandteachingthemto stayclean.

In 1041,therewasstrikein tehtextile mill, andRamuluwasarrestedandjailed for morethan
two years.He studiedTamil, Telugu,KannadaEnglishandHindi in jail andpassedis school
final.

fter release,Ramuluwentjoined Mysore textile mills which is now declaredsick. The
presidentof the union ws Bhashyamwho was a senioradvocatepractisingin Bangalore.In
1941, theunionwasregisteredby Ramuluwhere5000workerswereemployedandin Minerva
Mills, 3000. The nameofthe unionwasMysoreMill Labour ssociation andwas affiliated to
INTUC. Ramuluwas electedpresidentof the unio in 1951.

Thework in the textile mills was donemanuallywith threeworkersin onerow, while now
eightto nine rows aremannedby a singleworker.

Ramuluwas active for the welfare of the workers.He collectedRs 10 from the workersand
got housesconstructedor themandalso providedfor the courtcasesandpolice actions.

Ramuluandhis unionraiseddemanddike bonus,leaveandwagehike. In 1947,theyraised
thecall of “ChaloMysor€ againsthe stricturesmposedby the Maharajaandfor the mergerof
Mysorein the Indian union.

Ramululaunchedagitationagainstonemill andoneunionsupportedy MysoreLabour ct.
In the leadershiptherewerethreeladiesand four men. They sufferdpolice atrocitiesand lathi
charge,but neversteppedback. The building constructedoy Ramulufor his union office and
now givento the ITUC hason its foundationstonethe namesof all thesesevenleadersen
graved.

In this period, Italian prisonersof war were broughtby the British to Bangaloreand the
workerserectedvoodenhuts for themfor which theywere paid Rsthreecomparedo the three
annapaidinthetextile mills. Laterthe areawastakeroverby HMT.
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| wasalsogoingto Harijan bastis,was cleaningandteachingthemto stayclean.

In 1041,therewas strike in the textile mill, and| was arrestedandjailed for morethantwo
years.| studiedTamil, Telugu,KannadaEnglishandHindi in jail andpassedny schoolfinal.

fter release) joined Mysoretextile mills whichis now declaredsick. The presidentofthe
union was Bhashyamwho was a senioradvocatepractisingin Bangalore.ln 1941, the union
was registeredoy me where 5000 workerswere employedand in Minerva Mills, 3000. The
nameof the union was Mysore Mill Labour ssociation andwas affiliated to INTUC. | was
electedpresidentof the unionin 1951.

Thework in the textile mills was donemanuallywith threeworkersin onerow, while now
eightto ninerows aremannedby a singleworker.

| wasactivefor thewelfareoftheworkers,| collectedRs 10 from theworkersandgothouses
constructedor themand also providedfor the court casesandpolice actions.

| raiseddemanddike bonus,leave and wage hike. In 1947, we raisedthe call of “Chalo
Mysore againstthe stricturesimposedby the Maharajaand for the mergerof Mysore in the
Indian union.

| launchedagitationagainstonemill andoneunion supportedby MysorelLabour ct. In the
leadershiptherewerethreeladiesandfour men. They sufferdpolice atrocitiesandlathi charge,
but neversteppedack. The building constructedy me for my union office andnow givento
the ITUC hason its foundationstonethe namesof all thesesevenleadersengraved.

In this period, Italian prisonersof war were broughtby the British to Bangaloreand the
workerserectedvoodenhutsfor themfor which theywerepaid Rsthreecomparedo the three
annapaidin thetextile mills. Theworkerain from thetextile mills startedpouringin. Laterthe
areawastakeroverby HMT.



	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Sri K. Ramulu\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0001.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Sri K. Ramulu\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0002.tif‎

