itaram Ramchandra Jagtap, (AITUC), Bombay

shortbiographicainoteon Com SitaramJagtap( ITUC), Bombayinter-
viewed on July 28, 2004, Bombay

ComradeSitaramJagtapwas born sometimein July, 1927 at Sripore il -
lage in MadangarhTalukain Ratnagiridistrict in a agriculturistfamily. He
hadto leave schoolas his father, Shri Ramchandradagtapwas not able to
financehis studies.

Jagtapcameto Bombayin 1937looking for ajob. In the beginninghe took
up smalljobs. His auntwasworking in SriniwasTextile mills. Shetook him
to themill thoughhewastoo youngto be employedthere. For sometimehe
learntthe work thereandthenworkedfor almostsix months. fter thathe
joined Saksarialextile Mills, now calledBombayTextile Mills. He wasgiven
job in the warping sectionwith a salaryof Rs 20 per month.

It wasin the Saksariamill thatJagtapcamein contactwith the commu
nistswho were popularlycalledLal Baotawale(red flag holders). The com
munistsleaderdike S Dange,Mirajkar, Patkarwerefrequentvisitors there.
Meetingsusedto startfrom 6 am andgo on till late night. On everyissue,
attemptsvere madeto coverall the shifts.

Ontheissuesf bonus,wagehike andvictimisation,everybodyusedto be
interestedIt wasat this point thatto negotiateon bonusissue,arepresenta
tive was neededandthe union askedJagtap to contestasit wasto be de
cidedby election.However Jagtapnvaselectedunoppsed.t thistime, 4000
workerswere engagedn themill in threeshifts.

In 1946, Jagtapandhis comradesvent on strike andwere supportedoy
almostall the workers.However,Jagtapwas soonthrown out of job. t this
time hewaspresidenofthe Girni Kamgarunion.Jagtapattendedhe Calcutta
sessiorof the ITUC andwaselectedto its generalcouncil.

From Sholapur,coal was sentto run the Saksariamills. But after second
waorld war, therewas acutecrisis of coal and severalshifts were closed.
Jagtapcameto Sholapurandtherewas a meetingattendedoy 10000work-
ers.

fter Jagtaplosthis job in Saksariasomeoneaskedhim to meetPausea
size masterin Chinamills to get a job there.Jagtapwas takenin andre-
mainedtherefor threeyears.

It was a time whenall the CPI leaderswerein jail andmovementvasin
the handsof youngpeoplelike Jagtap.Therewas a public rally in Lalbagh
attendedy 3000workerswherethe only speakewasJagtap Fromthere, a
demostratiorstartedand police openedfire killing Bhiku Kulelkar at Bilal
road. Severawerewoundedbut escapedHowever,JagtapaskedDr Sawant,
anundergroundcom”radefor advice.He askedlagtapto join his duties.The
next day police cameat the factory gate and arrestedalongwith 56 others

fter threemonthshewasreleased.



agtapwasapopularleaderandsupportedy even‘Lal Nishari andRashtriya
Majoor Mahajanworkers.

In 1950, agtap joined Kamla Mill andworkedtherefor nine years.Soon
agtap contestedor Bombaycorporationcouncillors postandgot electedin
1961.The entireareawasdominatedoy workers. agtap organiseda housing
societyfor the* hopadpattidwellers, calledGanapatsociety. agtapwasits
president.

agtap alsoorganisedhe unorganisedvorkersunderthe bannerof Brihan
MaharashtraBhade Karu Parishad,a front that constitutedof Republican
party, PrajaSamajwadiParty andthe CommunistParty and continuedeven
after the communistPartywas split.

Split in the Communistmovementhadan adverseeffect. ThoughCPhM)
hasno hold over textile workers, but hasunits in the engineeringsector.

Girni Kamgarunionwasnot arecognisedunion but hadmill committees
inside 50 factoriesin Bomibay. here were 700 committeemembers.Total
membershipvas 250 lakh.

agtap was keento study further and he usedto read booksunderthe
bridgein thelight of alamp post.

agtaphadorganisedhebidi workersin Bidi Kamgarunion, GhareluKamgar
Union, milkmens informal organisatiorandits movemento getfair price,
Hawkersunion,Constructiorworkersunion. agtapopenedchoolsn Ratnagiri
tehsilwhenhe was a corporatorandnow collegesalso.

agLap alwayswantedto build up the organisatiorandkeepthe factional
fights outsidethe limits.
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| wasbornsometimein July, 1927 at Sriporevillage in MadangarhTaluka
in Ratnagiridistrict in a agriculturistfamily. | hadto leave school as my
father, Shri Ramchandrdagtapwasnot ableto financemy studies.

| cameto Bombayin 1937 looking for a job. In the beginningl took up
small jobs. My auntwas working in Sriniwas Textile mills. Shetook me to
the mill thoughl wastoo youngto be employedthere. For sometime learnt
the work thereandthenworked for almostsix months. fter thatl! joined
Saksariarlextile Mills, now called BombayTextile Mills. | was given job in
the warpingsectionwith a salaryof Rs 20 per month.

It wasin the Saksariamill that! camein contactwith the communists
who were popularly called Lal Baotawale(red flag holders). The commu
nists leaderslike S Dange, Mirajkar, Patkarwere frequentvisitors there.
Meetingsusedto startfrom 6 am andgo on till late night. On everyissue,
attemptsnveremadeto coverall the shifts.

Ontheissuesf bonus,wagehike andvictimisation,everybodyusedto be
interestedIt wasatthis point thatto negotiateon bonusissue,arepresenta
tive wasneededandthe unionaskedneto contestasit wasto be decidedby
election.However | waselectedunoppsed.t thistime, 4000workerswere
engagedn themill in threeshifts.

In 1946,1 wenton strike alongwithmy comradesandwere supportedy
almostall the woi'kcrs. Hov/ever,| was soonthrownoutof job. t thistimel
was presidenpf the Girni Kamgarunion. | attendedhe Calcuttasessiorof
the ITUC andwaselectedto its generalcouncil.

From Sholapur,coal was sentto run the Saksariamills. But after second
waorld war, therewas acutecrisis of coal and severalshifts were closed.|
cameto Sholapurandtherewasa meetingattendedy 10000workers.

fter |lostmyjob, | contactedPausevhowasa sizemasterin Chinamills
for a job there.l wastakenin andremainedherefor threeyears.

It wasatime whenall the CPI leaderswerein jail andmovementwasin
the handsof young peoplelike us. Therewas a public rally in Lalbaghat
tendedby 3000 workers where the only speakemnwas me. From there, a
demostratiornstartedand police openedfire killing Bhiku Kulelkar at Bilal
road. Severalwere woundedbut escapedHowever,| askedDr Sawant,an
undergroundcomradefor advice.He told me to join my duties. The next
day police cameat the factory gate and arrestedme alongwith 56 others.
fter threemonths| wasreleased.

| was popularamongworkers and supportedoy even“Lal Nishari and
RashtriyaMajoor Mahajanworkers.
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