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Sanat ehta (cClrtTtTu) J

Baroda

y full name is Sanat agan Lal ehta. y date of birth is  April
19, 1925. | have always been associated with  the HS even though
recently | have got my Gujarat Trade Union Council affiliated to
the CITU.

| got my education in  Bhavnagar and as a student while  taking
part in the 1942 movement, | came in contact with the big names
in the national movement.

It was mainly due to the efforts of Ashok ehta that | agreed to
organise  the workers in Bombay. | was already in contact with the
railway and textile workers as a student.

Among the memorable moments are the Baroda Palace Hands' strike
in the late 1940s. It was on the question of security of the

Palace employees after the merger of the Baroda state into Indian
Union .

| participated and organised several strikes and movements in
Bhavnagar, Surendranagar and other places, | organised the
sweepers' historic strike in  Bhavnagar in 1948-49. | used to go
around on motorcycle, contacting the workers. | had the habit of
living simply among the poor and the down-trodden. | used to stay
in the union office, organising the railway, post and telegraph
and other workers .

| became active in the Textile Labour Association (TLA) . |
worked in their office but later developed a conflict with  the
aj door ahajan.

| also worked among the workers of Sarabhai Chemicals , textiles
Baroda Labour Education  Trust, ONGCand many others

| was also active in  Legislative front In fact | was a
municipal councillor for two decades. | was also elected an LA
When | became the Union Labour inister, Indira Gandhi  tried to
prevail upon me to dissociate myself from the HS, but |
refused. As a minister, | amended the BIR (Bombay Industrial
Relations) Act in favour of the workers, | have taken up some
studies and projects related with  workers and farmers and
also on economic and labour questions, | was the first to condemn
the economic policies of anmohan Singh, In my opinion the Indian

trade union movement is not doing any serious thinking on WTOand
similar Issues, as the European TUs are doing.



Sana Meh a (HMS-CITU), Baroda
anat MaganlalMehtawasborn on 19* April 1925. He hadbeenearlier, associatedvith the HM , but
lately becameindependentthough continuing in HM .  Recently, he has got his Gujarat TU Council
iiffiliated with the CITU.
anat Mehta got his college educationin Bhavnagar.As a young student, he participatedin the '42
movementHe camein contactwith AshokMehta,Danga,AchhyutaPatwardhanandothers.As a student,
he was alreadyin contactwith railway and textile workers. He was influencedby Mazzini, Garibaldi,
Lenin, etc.
Into TU movement:
Ashok Mehta convincedhim to go to Bombayto work amongcommonworkers. He camebackto Baroda
to work more actively amongthe labor. One of the memorableand unigue stniggleshe organizedand
participatedin wasthe strike of BarodaPalaceHands trike in the late -40s. Therewere about 1500 of
them,who wereretrenchedhfterthe accessiorof the stateinto the IndianUnion.
anat Mehta usedto roam abouton the motorcyclemeetingand organizingthe workers. He usedto sing
songsto attractthem. He usedto stayin the Union office, organizingrailway, post& telegraphand other
workers.
He participated,during 1948-49, in several strikes and movementse.g. historic strike of sweepersin
urendernagar,etc. He wasin the habit of living simply amongthe poorandthe downtrodden.



anat Mehtawas active in the Textile labor Association(TLA), but later developeda conflict with the
Majoor Mahajan. He worked in the TLA office. He worked amongthe arabhai Chemicalsworkers
Textile, in BarodalLabourEduacationTrust, ONGC, etc.

He wasa municipalcouncilorfor 20years.LaterhebecameVILA andultimatelythe Union labourminister
under Indira Gandhi. he tried to dissuadehim from working in the HM, but he refusedto quit and
continuedto associatavith the HM .

As a ministerheamendedhe BIR (BombaylndustrialRelations)Act to uit thetextile workers.

anat Mehta hasdone lot of academiaowvork on economicand lobour issues.He was amongthe first to
opposeManmohan ingh’s Policiesinside the Congress He hasbeencampaigningagainstliberalization
andglobalization.In his opinion, the Indian TU movements not doing any seriousthinkingon WTO and
otherissues,asthe EuropeanTUs are doing. WTO issueswith help unite workersand farmersin India.
Balco shouldhavebecomean all-India issue.In his opinion, therehasbeenno leaderlike Dange.

anat MehtawantsFidel Castroto be broughtto India to mobilize the peopleon WTO, otherissues;he is
readyto takethe initiative if othersagree.

He hasconductedand guideda memberof studieson the industrialand labourissues,including projects
andlong-termstudies.

At present, anat Mehtais guiding GujaratTU Councilandhasgot it affiliated to the

CITU thoughhe himselfcontinuego bein the HM .
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