aja Kulkarni (INTUC), Bombay

shortbiographical note on RajaKulkarni (INTUC), interviewedon July
30, 2004 in Bombay
RajaKulkarni wasbornin Jalgaordistricton ugust 20, 1917.His thoughts
were mouldedand influenceddeeplyb}* greatsocial reformerand olitical
thinker SaneGurujiwhowashis teacheiat the Prataphigh schoolfrom where
Rajapassedhis matriculationexaminations.

Raja cameto Puneto join college accompaniedy SaneGuruji and got
admissionn SP college.Rajagotinvolvedin labouractivitieswhenthe Quit
India movementwaslaunchedn 1942. He was arrestedandwasin jail for
18 months.It wasin jail that SaneGuruji selecteda girl for Rajawho was
alsoin prison. Rajagot marriedafter he wasreleasedRajagot his degreeof
mastersn Economicsan 1946 andrespondedo the calll givenby SaneGuruji
to the educated/outhof the country. He devotedhis life to the serviceof the
nation.

Rajahasbeenworking on the tradeunion front for lastfifty five years.In
the beginninghe workedin the textile mills of Jalgaorbut was soonsentto
Bombayalongwith mbekar. By 1946, he got awayfrom the Congresgaerty
andjoinedthe Socialistparty formedby JayaPrakashNarayanand charya
NarendraDeo. He joined the SocialistPartyled tradeunion andbecamehe
GeneralSecretaryf Mill MazdoorSabhan 1949 andremainedtill 1959.

In 1959 helauncheda 72-day-strikeof two lakh textile workersin Bombay
for the demand®f bonusandagainsBombaylndustrialRelationsct (BIR).
Rajawasin Jail.for six months,after that..

SoonRajarealisedthattextile mills hadno future asit wasnotto contrib
ute towardsthe developmenof the country. He consideredt a dying initia-
tive. He left for workingamongPetroleumandChemicalworkers.He laboured
hardto build up the union from local to nationallevel.

In 1971, RajaKulkarni was offered Congresdicket for RajyaSabhamem
bershipby Mrs Indira Gandhiin recognitionof his services.He won the
electionsfrom north eastconstituencyof Bombaydefeatingthe tall leader
Major GeneralCariappaHe wasin parliamentfrom 1971to 1977.
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