iographical note

Kuchelan
Leaderof Working Peoplés tradeunion Council, Chennai,Tamilnadu

Kuchelanwas bom on 4 July, 1936. His fatherwas a middle peasant.
Kuchelanstudieduptonpostgraduatiomut decidednottakeup ajob like oth-
ers.He hadheardgreatpeoplesayin their speechedeliveredn his collegethat
insteadof taking up jobs to earnmoney, one shouldtake up the service of
people.Hencehe optedfor legal studiesand servedpeopleby becominga

lawyer.

Mohan Kumarmangalan(MK) was instrumentalin bringing Kuchelan
into themovementAfter MK becameCentralMinister, Kuchelarhadto shout
dertheresponsibilityof all his unionsandtheir activities.He wasalreadytak-
ing up workers cases.

After the split in the CommunistParty,he first joined CPI(M), but soon
left themto join the Naxalites,which too he left as he got disillusioned.He
startedworking with the AITUC thoughhe neverjoinedthe organisatiorfor-
mally.

It wasKuchelanwho gavethesloganofdemocratisatiomfthetradeunion
units by holding their electionsin whateversectorsthey were, andwhatever
affiliations theyhad. He washimselfworking independentlyHe alsopressed
for closecooperatiorofthe unions.

Kuchelanhadalsoorganisedhe first MadrasChinglepetradeunionco-
ordinationcommitteeandlaterWorking Peoplés TradeUnion Committee.



ranscriptive note
Kuchfilan (Tamilnadu)

(he interview wasconductedn the afternoonof March 11, 2005 at
Kuchelans residencecum office in Chennai.lt was the union office of
WorkingPeopléstradeunionCouncil. he interviewwasconductedn calm
surroundingandR Kuchelanwasalreadyeagerlywaiting andlooking for-
wardto theintervew— KrishnaJha,Anil Rajimwale)

| did nottakeup ajob afterfinishing my postgraduatiorbecausegreat
peoplewho cameto our collegeto speaksaidthatbetterservepeoplethan
servesomebodyor money.Sol did law andbecamelawyer.| hadthought
thatit wasonewayto servepeople.

It was in this professionthat | camein close contactwith Mohan
KumarmangalaniMK) andbecamehis apprentice Soonl myselfbecame
an advocate. hat wasin 1963. Besidesseveraltypesof workersusedto
approachMK like thosefrom wagonbuilding etc. When MK died in the
aircrashin 1964, all his tradeunionwoork aswell aslegal responsibilities
cameto me. | not only hadto conductcaseshut also had to talk to the
managemerindconductgatemeetings. hough | amnotamemberofthe
Al UC butl amwith themideologically.

| am againstthe multiplicity of unions.| am for one union. | began
functioningindependentlyand gave a call for the democratisatiorof the
unions. Independentunionsled by Al UC leaders,if not directly by the
Al UC itself, supportedhe call andled it. A numberof unionsheldtheir
electionsandelectedthe office bearers.

he first unionto be democratisavasthe | Cyclesin 1967. Other
unionsdid not paymuchattention.| wasalsoelectednthe | Cyclesunion
elections.| wasalsolooking afterDunlop union. here wasa strike alsoin
VS group.

In 1967] formedMadras-Chinglepdtadeunioncommittee. his was
toolonganame.Laterl formedWorking Peoplés tradeunion Council. A
onetimetherewereatleast110to 120unionsaffiliatedto it. | gotinvolved
with the constructionworkers problemstoo andorganisedheir union.
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