Govindrao

shortbiographicalnoteon R Govindrao,a prominentactivistof thetradeunionin ndhra
PradeshiPulpandPapemills, interviewedon SeptembeR1,2004at Rajamundri,ndhra Pradesh

R Govindraowasbom on March 20, 1949 at Rajamundriin a family of farmers.His father
was from ajoint family and had four brothersand four sisters.In getting marriedhis sisters,
Govindraos fathersold awayhis land and cameto Rajamundrifor employmentand educating
his children.

Govind Rao hadtwo elderbrotherswho left homeafter getting married. Therewas the re-
tired fatherand a brotherand sisteralongwithmotherin the family andtherews no earningto
run the huuse.Govindraohadto leavehis studiesafter schoolandtakeup ajob.

In front ofthe housewhereGovindraolived, therewas CommunistPartyoffice whereone of
its mostbrilliant leaderscalledPrabhakaCChaudhrywasa frequentvisitor. He alwaystalkedto
the youngmenmaround,gavethemMarxist literature,andrepliedall their questions.Govindrao
slowly got convincedthatit wasthe only way for him.

t school,in 1971-72, Govindrao becamecloseto Stanley,a local Students Federation
leader.He accompanied&tanleyto villagesaroundto form the organisationBoth visited all the
schoolsin the district. Theyalsousedto haveideologicaldiscussionsandclassesBy thistime,
PrabhakaChaudhrygot electedto the Legislative ssembly.

Govindraojoined Pulp andPapemMills on January22, 1974 and samedayjoined the union
too of which PrabhakaChaudhrywas presidentand Stanley,a prominentleader. Govindrao
soonbecamea committeememberand after three yearsbecamevice presidentof the union.
Whateverthe hadlearnedin the ideologicalclassesGovindraopassedhemon to the workers.

Govindraoalwaysstoodby the sufferingworkersandgaverepresentationor themfor their
medication,leave and salary protection.He usedto take workersto the ESI and forced the
managemenb organisesupply of medicines.

Govindraoalsohelpedto write leafletsanddistributethemamongtheworkerson issueghat
cameup time to time. It wasonly afterthe ceaselessfforts of theseunion leaderghatnegotia
tions startedon the demandgosedby the workers.

In 1976,when CITU union was recognisedand Balaji becameleader,he signedan agree
mentwhich suggestedhat the age of teh workerswould be decidedby the doctors.It wasa
manipulationby the managemento decidethe age of the workers arbitrarily andretire them.
The ITUC unionwantedto launchagitationagainstthe agreemenbut sinceEmergencywas
proclaimed,they could not do so. However, in the next election, Balaji lost and Prabhakar
Chaudhrycamebackwith athumpingmajority.

In 1979, a strikewaslaunchedby IFTU underthe leadershipof Subbaradhatcontinuedfor
88 days.Theworkerswerefedup but IFTU refusedo callit off. t thistime, PrabhakaChaudhry
managedo withdraw the strike with a negotiatedsettlement.



n December,1986, therewas flood in Godavaririver and workers houseswere flooded.
Theyhadnothingto sustainthem. All otherfactorieshadextendedeitherloan or reliefto their
workersexceptthe PaperMills. Whenthe workersaskedfor advancesalary, an officer called
Maheswarirefused.The workers got infuriated and attackedthe officer and beathim up and
thinking thathe was dead,left him. He was alive andlater apologised.

Theworkersassemlbedh the courtyardpreparedo commitmasssuicideastheyfelt disillu-
sionedwith the managementTheyhad clorine dioxide with themusedin paperproduction.A
five hundredstrongpolice battalionwasbroughtin with ordersto shootat sight. Howeverthe
districtcollectorrefusedo issuethe orderto fire andinsteaccalledtheleaderdor atalk. Govindrao
and Stanleyalongwithfew more negotiatecandgot onemonthsalaryin advancevhichwasto
be paid backin monthly premiums.

Govindraois still in harnessandworks for the union.

Govindrao,alongwith Stanleyand manyotherleaders,negotiatedith the managemenand
broughtsuccourto teh sufferingworkers.

However, till early eighties,the managementvas not highly educatecandmanagedhe af-
fairs of the companyirratically. But sincelasttwentyyears,trainedofficers arebroughtto deal
with the workersin a sophisticatedvay. Thusthe treatmentwith the workershasundergone
total change.



Govindrao

shorttranscriptivenoteon R Govindrao,a prominentaetivistof thetradeunionin ndhra
PradeshPulp andPapeills, interviewedon SeptembeR1,2004at Rajamundri, ndhra Pradesh

| wasbom on March 20, 1949 at Rajamundriin a family of farmers.My fatherwasfrom a
joint family andhadfour brothersandfour sisters.In gettingmarriedhis sisters my fathersold
away his land and cameto Rajamundrifor employmentand educatinghis children.

| hadtwo elderbrotherswho left homeaftergettingmarried.Therewastheretiredfatherand
abrotherandsisteralongwithmotherin the family andtherewasno earningto run the huuse.l
hadto leavemy studiesafter schoolandtake up ajob.

In front of the housewherel lived, therewas CommunistParty office whereone of its most
brilliant leaderscalled PrabhakaiChaudhrywas a frequentvisitor. He alwaystalked to the
youngmenaround,gavethem Marxist literature,and replied all their questions.l slowly got
convincedthatit wasthe only way for me.

t school,in 1971-72,| becamecloseto Stanley,a local StudentsFederatiorieader.l ac
companiedstanleyto villagesaroundto form the organisationBoth of usvisited all the schools
in thedistrict. We alsousedto haveideologicaldiscussiongandclassesBYy thistime, Prabhakar
Chaudhrygot electedto the Legislative ssembly.

| joined Pulp and PaperMills on January22, 1974 and sameday joined the union too of
which PrabhakaiChaudhrywas presidentand Stanley,a prominentleader. | soonbecamea
committeememberand after three yearsbecamevice presidentof the union. Whateverl had
learnedin the ideologicalclasses| passedhemon to the workers.

I alwaysstoodby the sufferingworkersand gaverepresentationfor them for theirmedica
tion, leaveand salaryprotection.| usedto takeworkersto the ESI andforcedthe management
to organisesupply of medicines.

| alsohelpedto write leafletsanddistributethemamongthe workerson issueshat cameup
time to time. It was only after the ceaseles®fforts of theseunion leadersthat negotiations
startedon the demandgosedby the workers.

In 1976, when CITU union was recognisedand Balaji becameleader,he signedan agree
mentwhich suggestedhat the age of the workerswould be decidedby the doctors.It wasa
manipulationby the managemento decidethe age of the workersarbitrarily andretire them.
The ITUC unionwantedto launchagitationagainstthe agreemenbut since Emergencywas
proclaimed,they could not do so. However, in the next election, Balaji lost and Prabhakar
Chaudhrycamebackwith a thumpingmajority.

In 1979, astrikewaslaunchedoy IFTU underthe leadershipof Subbaradhat continuedfor
88 days.Theworkerswerefed up but IFTU refusedo call it off. t thistime, PrabhakaChaudhry
managedo withdraw the strike with a negotiatedsettiement.



n December,1986, therewas flood in Godavaririver and workers houseswere flooded.
Theyhadnothingto sustainthem. All otherfactorieshad extendedeitherloan or reliefto their
workersexceptthe PaperMills. Whenthe workersaskedfor advancesalary, an officer called
Maheswarirefused.The workers got infuriated and attackedthe officer and beathim up and
thinking thathe wasdead,left him. He wasalive and later apologised.

Theworkersassemlbedh the courtyardpreparedo commitmasssuicideastheyfelt disillu-
sionedwith the managementThey hadclorine dioxide with themusedin paperproduction.A
five hundredstrongpolice battalionwasbroughtin with ordersto shootat sight. Howeverthe
districtcollectorrefusedo issuetheorderto fire andinsteadcalledthe leaderdor atalk. Govindrao
and Stanleyalongwithfew morenegotiatechnd got onemonthsalaryin advancewhich wasto
be paid backin monthly premiums.

Govindraois still in harnessandworks for the union.

Govindrao,alongwith Stanleyand many otherleaders,negotiatedith the managemenand
broughtsuccourto teh sufferingworkers.

However.till early eighties,the managemenivasnot highly educatecand managedhe af-
fairs of the companyirratically. But sincelasttwentyyears,trainedofficers arebroughtto deal
with the workersin a sophisticatedvay. Thusthe treatmentwith the workershasundergonea
total change.
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