ranscriptive notes based on interview

P D Gandhi (Gujarat)

.1 am known as Purushottam Das Gandhi. | am clarifying it to save
confusion since there are so many PD Gandhis! My date of birth is

11 January 1928. | belong to Jamnagar in Saurashtra. Jamnagar was
a famous princely state.

Do you know how my date of birth was confirmed? It was when my
mother said it was on 'the day Viceroy Vvisited Jamnagar." hat

day turned out to be 11 January, However discripancy was there

even then and real date was mentioned as January 13 and not
January 11 = Eventually January 11 stuck to me as the day when |
was born.

| was very active as a student in social, political and cultural
fields. When the call for  participation in  '42  movement was
given in Jamnagar, | responded immidiately. We organised  sabotage
in and around Jamnagar and got arrested. However on the gounds of
being underage, | was released and the Queen herself asked me to
keep off politics and concentrate on studies.

| met several literary figures in the course of my youth movement
work. | also came in contact with  the famous socialist youth
leader Yusuf  Maherally.

| was sent to Bombay and later Kanpur by my guardians, heir
aim was to keep me away from politics, but the reverse happened.
| joined a mil 1 in Bombay as a clerk and organised the clerks in
textile mills and formed Bombay extile Mill Clerks' Union in
+1946. | got highest number of votes in the union elections and
became joint secretary. | came in touch with  famous trade
union leaders in  Bombay and Kanpur, Meanwhile | organised the
sweepers in Jamnagar. | used to take food with them which was

quite  shocking for the community those days.

| worked in a large number of wunions in Bombay like Goanese
workers in  Mazegaon Docks, banks, textles etc. We organised a
12-day strike of textile workers  alongwith  Ashok Mehta protesting

against the recommendations of the Wage Committee of Bombay
Government .

he Sikka strike in Jamnagar in 1951 became famous because
teargas war -rai  for the first time and even BBC made a broadcast

of the news. We compelled Digvijay Cement to pay for the strike

period. | joined at  first as a store keeper but soon got
involved in trade union activities and organised them in a union!
| also worked among the salt workers on the sea shores. Salt
workers' movement in Salaya became famous for the militancy of

the workers. We had launched several strikes that continued for
quite  long periods

| also organised a movement that had its own significance in the
context . he harijan workers were given the job that was called
“to suck the shuttle” . Earlier the high caste workers had never
.accepted to touch the shuttles that were wused by the harijans
this way but after the agitation they had to surrender. Vie also
“libera ted "' several parts of Okha in 1952.

Later | became a councillor and then a legislator in mid '50s and
continued to be for almost a decade and a half. | remember one of
my first achievements when we reached a decision unanimously

except one oppositon to take the Ilives of the stray dogs who had



been growing in  number. We were about implementation
when the opposing member, a devout and pious Jain councillor,

fainted.- He was too shocked at the "inhuman violence against the
creature”! Any way, must confess our failure to find a way that
could destroy the canine population and also sooth the hurt and
justified feelings of our councillor.

Later became the general secretary of the Saurashtra Regional
Trade Union Committee. However, the eruption of communal riots
among the workers in 1969 had a stunning  effect on me. had to
"break away from normal TU work as was too shocked to continue,
After  recovery, resumed normal trade union work again.

After 19 80 s, had to give up active trade union work due to

deteriorating health.



.D.Gandhi (Gujarat)

urushottam Das Gandhiwasbornon 1 _January1928in a middle classfamily in the
princely stateof Jamnagarnow a district and town of samenamein Gujarat. The date
wasfound by referringto the “datewhentheviceroyvisited Jamnagar, astold by his
mother. The dateofbirth in reality is 13* Janbut 11” Janhasstuckas 'the date.

As ayoungstudent,’ D ', asheis fondly called,joined variousliterary, semi-political
andlater, political activities. Nau JawanSahityaSabhagot startedin thewake ofthe '42
movementn Jamnagarlt washerethathe metthe laterfamousliterary and political
figureslike BhanubhaiVyas, “Kavikant’, ShantilalVasa,and others.He alsocamein
contactwith youth and socialistleaderdike YusufMeherally. The youth and students
organisedsabotagen Jamnagaandthe neighboringstates.

Contactwith TU movement:

D wasarrestedn the'42 movementand keptin inhumanconditions.He wasreleased
on the groundsof beingunderageandwaslecturedto keep off politics by Queenherself,
andlook after his career! of course,all this wasfutile.

To keephim awayfrom politics, D wassentawayto Bombay,andthento Kanpur,
wherehe had somerelatives.In Bombay D wasa clerkin Mills. In Kanpur, he camein
contactwith TU leaderdike S.S.Yusuf,SardesaiShafigNaqvietc. D got his
elementanygroundingin tradeunion movemenin Kanpurin the Mill MazdoorSabhaof

S.S.Yusuf,D wassoonbackto Jamnagar.



ne ofhisfirst TU activitieswasamongthe sweepersn Jamnagathrough Safai
Karmachariunionin the '40s. He and his associatesisedto takefood togethemwith the
sweepersdn their housesIT wasquite a shockingthing for thosetimes. PD alsoworked
in the Girni KamgarUnion in Bombay,wherehe spentseveralyearsin the '40s.

P.D. wasamongthe organisersand leadersof BombayTextile Clerks Union, probablyin
1946. Theywereearlierwith INTUC, but laterjoinedthe AITUC. INTUC wasunseated
aftera generalpoll in 14 textile mills. PD waselectedoint secretaryofthe Union,

polling a high numberofvotes.

PD organisedandworkedin severalunionsin Bombayin thoseyears: Goaneseavorkers
in MazagaorDocks, Seametrts Union, bankworkers,textile workersand severalothers.
In 1948, the wagecommitteeof Bombaygovt, madecertainrecommendationghich
discriminatedagainstworkersofwarping and drawing sections.Theseworkerslaunched
variousagitationin which PD wasvery active. In his area,a 12 day strike took place. He
collaboratedvith Ashok Mehtaand severalotherprominentleadersn the agitation.PD
wasarrestedand let out after severalmonths.

In responseéo his arreston anotheroccasiorthe sameyear, workersin 17 mills in the
Sewri Areain Bombaywentto strike. PD wasin jail for | and /2 yearsin 1948-49.He
wasexternsto the Gujaratareaofthe GreaterBombayin ctober '50.

In GujaratTU movement:

PDjoined as storekeepein a cementfactory nearAhmedabadput he continuedhis TU
activities. In 1951, he formed a strongUnion of all the workersincluding casualworkers,
andthey later on went on a generalstrike.

In 1951 alsotook placethe famousSikka strike in Jamnagarlt becamdamousbecausét
wasthefirst time thatthetear-gasvasused,which wasreportedon BBC radio.

PD wasamongthoseleaderswho compelledthe Digvijay CementFactoryto pay for the
strike period, which hadlasted 17 days.

PD Gandhiwasactive amongthe Saltworkerstoo, who worked on the salty water-shores
to preparesalt out of the sea-waterHe wasin the thick oftheir movementsn a place
called Salaya,which becamégamousfor and synonymouswith workers militant
movementsA particularstrike of saltworkerslastedfor 17 days.

Besides,PD Gandhiled and organisednmovementdor wagerise, workers unionin
Maharanarextile Mills in Porbandar,TataMills, Petroleumworkersin kha, etc. in
1952. In a notablemovement he got the Harijansthe right to “sucK the shuttlesby
monthin weavingsections.

Therewas particularlya notablemovementand strike of workersin kha in 1952 lasting
severaldays,duringwhich they“liberated big areashopingto spreadtheir movement
further.

Between1952and 1964, PD led and organiseda numberof movementsstrikesand
unionsofthelabourin variousplacesandindustries.In 1953 he waselecteda municipal
councillorin Porbandarandhis legislativelife lastedalmostfor one-and-aalf decade.



e wasactivein the Kandlaport workers, Ganhidham Bhuj, Rayonworkers,teachers,
govt, employeesandin severalothersectionsand places. e wasassociatedavith all India
Textile workers federationand all India port & dockworkers federation.

A Saurashtr&egionalTUC (TradeUnion Committee)wasformedin 1952,and PD
becamaédts generalsecretary.

P.O. wasparticularly shockedand disillusionedwith the communalriots of 1969, which
engulfedthe working classtoo in Ahmadabadandworkerskilled eachother. So shocked
washethat he withdrewto Jamnagarandbecameactive againonly after alapseoftime.
After the 1970split in AITUC leadingto formationof CITU, heremainedn AITUC
becominga prominentGujaratand India-levelleader.

PD left active TU work in the 80sdueto ill healthand seriouspersonatroubles.But
continueso educateand advicetheworkers.
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