IONOTE
Prabhakar Saiizgiri - CITE, Maharashtra
oni in Septemberl921. Primary educationin Gujarat. He was active in student
movementtoo. Worked in the GKU leadership. 1942-48, fought for strike in 1944
within the leadership. Dange had prepareda detailed chart of dearnessindex for
SassoorMills in 1928. This patternwas adoptedto preparesimilar chartsfor other
textile mills in the 40s. Participatedin the struggle for living wagesduring the
standardisatioschemeof 40s- 50s. INTUC agreeabldo lower limits, but the Party
(CPI) line wasalsobeing stretchedo the otherextreme.
1948 wasa sectariarline; did lot of damageo the workers movement.

Sanzgiriworked in the Prabhadeviareabeginning as areaorganiserfor four mills
with a combinedstrengthof more 50 thousandvorkers.

He worked actively in the electionsfor workers constituencywhich electedDange
to the LegislativeAssembly.

In 1950 he concentratean readingandwriting. He was active at top levelsin 1956
during amyukta Maharashtranovement.

After party split in 1964joined CITU. He is at presenfpresidentof Mumbai Shramik
Sangh,servingin this capacitysince 1971.

He hasorganisedyre workers,particularly of the CEAT, who getthe highestwagein
tyre industry in India. Their averagesalaryis Rs. 10000/-. It is the only factory in
Maharashtrao recruit workers; it has recruited 500 workers in the last one year.
Sinceone of the units had no future for cycle tyres, the union suggestegroductionof
2 wheelertyres. The union evenagreedto shift the workersto Nasik.

For modernisationin his opinion, onehasto moderateonés demands.

He hadbeenvice-presidenpbf CITU atall Indialevel.

Thereare Shiv Senapeoplealsoin his union.

At presentbe is concentratingpn writing books.

Presently PresidentA-1 CITU.

PrabhakaSanzgiri CITU, Maharashtra



ranseriptive Summary
The interview was conductedoy KrishnaJhaand Anil Rajimwalein the Maharashtra
stateCITU office in Mumbai on 27 June2003 in the afternoon)

My primary educationwas done in Gujarat. As a student,! was active in the
movement. Later ! Joinedthe textile workers movementand becamean activist of
the GKU. | wasin the GKU from 1942 to 1948. We prepareda mill - to - mill
survey of workerson their D.A. index. This was done on the pattern of the work
done by S.A. Dangein 1928, when he preparedindexes for the workers of the
SassooMills.

My work in the beginningwas in the Prabhadeviareaas Area Organiser. Workers
weremy Guru. Therewere four mills in the areawith over 50 000 workers. There
was, for example the CenturyMills with 13000workers;now it hasonly 5000.

We prepared for a big movementin 1944 but the party tried to hold us backin the
nameofthe Tine'. We gavenotice. In 1948 also, sectariarline wasadvancedwhich
did immensedamagéeo the workers movement.

In the meantimecamethe Divetia CommitteeReporton the living wage. The INTUC
was agreeabldo lower wagethanthe one recommendedby the committee. On the
otherhandthe party also stretchedts line too much and causeda break. This wasthe
time of the standardisatiolscheme.

We fought the electionsfrom the Textile Constituencyin 1946 for the provincial
Legislative Assembly.S.A. Dangewas our candidate. Membersof the textile unions
usedto be the voters. Dangegot electeddefeatingthe congresscandidate. We took
the votersto the Maidan at 4 AM; many sleptthere during the night. Thuswe could
queueup morethan 2000 workers for voting.

tn 19501 concentratean studies,teachingand reading/writing. In 1956 | wasone of
the secretariesof the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement along with Madhu
Dandavate. | was in jail during the Chinawar. After the split in the CPI in 1964 |
joinedthe CPM and CITU.

| havebeenpresidentof the Mumbai Shramik Sangathan&om 1971 to the present.

| am dealing with the CHAT tyre workers. They get the highest wagesin tyre
industry in India, more than Rs. 10,000and 20 per centbones. It is the only factory
in India that recruited 500 workers.

One unit had no future for cycle tyres. We suggestegroductionof 2 wheelertyres.
The managementvantedthe unit shifted to Nasik. We agreed;we said "“we will tell
the w'orkersto shift”, 1200 workersshifted.



ou haveto moderateyour demandsn caseto needof modernisatiorand increaseof
production. | wasattackedwith swords,scythesn JK Tyresunit in Udaipur.

| havebeenthe vice-presidenbpftheall India CITU for 2 terms.

(My dateofbirth is September921).

At present amthe presidentof All India CITU.

ThereareevenShiv Senamembersn our tyre unit. Regularclassesve held.
Numberof regularworkers,on the whole, is goingdown but productionis increasing.

| havewritten a numberof books,andat present am concentratingpn writing.
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