rabhakar Kunte (INTUC), Bombay

short transcriptivenote on PrabhakarKunte (INTUC) interviewedin
Bombay, orrJuTy 27, 2004
| wasbornon 29 September1922in Raigarh.My fatherKashinathvaman

Rao Kunte was a graduateand lawyer at libagh nearBombaywherel re-
ceivedmy schooledcationafterwhich | was sentto Bombayfor college.

| gotinvolved in studentmovementaunchedy the communistsandbe
cameparty membernn 1939. Soonafterthe secondworld war was declared.
In 1941, Nazi Germanyattackedthe Soviet Union and communistsvanted
to strenghtherthe handsof the llied forcesto fight againstHitler. The}®
namedt as"GreatPatrioticwar andopposedhe Quit Indiamovementaunched
atthetime to pressuriseéhe Britishersto leavethe countrysincethe colonial
regimewastrappedin the war efforts.

| was opposedo it andsupportedhe "Quit India movement. resigned
from the party on Decembe22, 1941 alongwith hundredof otherstudents
and joined the quit India Movement.| was later jailed alongwithmy elder
andyoungerbrotherswhile my cousinwas askedto reportto the police sta
tion everyday.

Fewmonthsafterwhenl wasreleased joined collegeandgraduatedvith
economicsl joined ITUC the only tradeunion organisatiorthatwas the
umbrellsfor all othertradeunionsas well. My tradeunion careerstarted
with theworkersof aunionin asmallhotel.| wassentto Nagpurasa delegate
tothe ITUC sessionl call thesessiorasa “communistshow thoughthere
.werenon-communist¢oo andin largenumber. resolutionwas passedo
offer assistancéo the British Governmentn its indirectfight for the Soviet
Union. Despite oppositionfrom Congressand severalother delegatesthe
resolutionwas accepted! wasdeeplydisappointed.

NM Joshi,the presidenbf the organisatiorinterferedandannouncedhat
the resolutionmustbe treatedsimply as an expressiorof opinion. He said
thatany political resolutionhadto be passedwvith two third majority while
this resolutionhadonly a simplemajority. ny way, NM Joshideclareahat
the esolutionon the anti-imperialiststruggleof Indian peoplestandsvalid.

fter | cameout of jail in 1944, studentmovementwas alreadysplit into
MM ShahandFarooquigroup. The formerwaswith the Congresswhile the
laterwaswith Communists.

In 1944, morethanhundredstudentgyatheredat Nagpurwithout any for-
mal information and formed a third front with studentsfrom Gujarat,
MaharashtraSindh and many other parts.| touredall over the country. |
hadthe activesupportfrom severalcomradedike RamsunieShukla,Ravindra
Verma,RamundaMenon,Jose BN RajhaunsandFrabodhChandraThis group
wasnot affiliatedto anypolitical party exceptthe Congresasthe Shahgroup
hadwoundup.



n 1946/ left studenimovementandjoinedtradeunion andstartedwork-
ing with Sassoorock workers.When NTUC wasformed joinedit.

By this time Hind MazdoorSabhawvasalsoformed,i wasactivein NTUC
for five to six yearsand thenformed a separateunion while working in a
union at Mukesh Textile mills. was electedas municipal councillor from
the area. The workers of the textile factory developedseriousdifferences
with the Majoor Mahajan( NTUC). However, maintainedmy ties with the
leadership.

As generalsecretaryof the engineeringvorkers union, wasalsolooking
after Godrej workersin Vikrouli. Rajni Patelwas Congresspresidentat the
time. Raja Kulkarni was the generalsecretaryof Godrej factory union and
DattaSamanformedhis unionthere.RajaKulkarni hadsignedsomepapers
but the final agreemenwasyet to be formulated.Thesepaperscameto me
thathadRajas signature DattaSamantpeinga Congressnembeithenraised
hueandcry allegingthat hadsignedthe paperghathadanti-workerclauses.

askedRajni andVasantMengde,theleadersof the NTUC to call Dattaand
explainthe confusionto him.

t was a time when hadto visit Berlin to attendan LO meet. ndira
Gandhiwas also there. She askedour ambassadoio conveythe message
thattherewastrouble at Godrejfactory as Dattahadalreadygot killed a sub
iInspectorand severalotherson the issue. realisedthat Rajni and Mengde
haddoublecrossedne anddid not explainto Dattathat wasnotinvolved.
Dattahadfrom the beginningbelievedin formingunionsthatwerebasedn
individual influence.

n fact Jawahatal and SardarPatelbelievedin directnegotiationswith
the workersbut that kind of initiative failed. f was only when GulzariLal
NandaformulatedanAct calledBombay ndustrial Relations(B R) Act, that
providingfor compulsoryarbitrationbecamecompulsory He did notrealise
thatit becamea statutorycompulsionfor the managemento provide such
platforms.However, Communistdike SA Dangecalledit “Kala Quaida

At the endof theday, do notthink thattradeunion movementascon
tributed much towards nationaldevelopment. have beenaway from the
Socialistsaswell asthe Congress. believethat progressivenovementn
the countryhasrecieveda setback.



rabhakar Kunte (INTUC), Bombay

shortbiographicahoteon Prabhakaiunte (INTUC) interviewedin Bombay,
on July 27, 2004

PrabhakaKunte was born on 29 September,1922 in Raigarh.His father
KashinathvamanRaoKuntewasagraduateandlawyerat libagh nearBombay
where Prabhakareceivedhis school edcationafter which he was sentto
Bombayfor college.

Prabhakamgot involved in studentmovementlaunchedby the commu
nists and becameparty memberin 1939. Soonafterthe secondworld war
was declared.n 1941, Nazi Germanyattackedthe Soviet Union and com
munistswantedto strenghthernhe handsof the llied forcesto fight against
Hitler. They namedit as “GreatPatrioticwar and opposedthe Quit India
movementaunchedatthetimeto pressuris¢he Britishersto leavethe country
sincethe colonial regimewas trappedin the war efforts.

Prabhakamwas opposedto it and supportedhe “Quit India movement.
He resignedfrom the party on December22, 1941 alongwith hundredsof
other studentsand joined the quit India Movement.Kunte was later jailed
alongwithhis elderandyoungerbrotherswhile his cousinwas askedto re-
port to the police stationeveryday.

Few monthsafter when he wasreleasede joined college and graduated
with economics.He joined ITUC the only trade union organisationthat
was the umbrelisfor all othertradeunionsaswell. His tradeunion career
startedwith the workersof a unionin a small hotel. He was sentto Nagpur
. as a delegatell the ITUC session.He calls the.sessionas a. “comm_unist
show thoughtherewerenon-communistsoo andin largenumber. reso
lution was passedo offer assistancéo the British Governmenin its indi-
rectfight for the SovietUnion. Despiteoppositionfrom Congressand sev
eralotherdelegatestheresolutionwasacceptedKunte andhis friendswere
disappointed.

NM Joshi,the presidenbf the organisationnterferedandannouncedhat
the resolutionmustbe treatedsimply as an expressiorof opinion. He said
thatany political resolutionhadto be passedvith two third majority while
this resolutionhadonly a simplemajority. ny way, NM Joshideclaredhat
the esolutionon the anti-imperialiststruggleof Indian peoplestandsvalid.

fter Kuntecameoputofjail in 1944, studenmovementvasalreadysplit
into MM ShahandFarooquigroup. The formerwaswith the Congresawvhile
the laterwaswith Communists

In 1944, undertheleadershipf Kunte andseveralothers,morethanhun
dred studentsgatheredat Nagpurwithout any formal injgdiformationand
formed a third front with studentsfrom Gujarat, MaharashtraSindh and
many otherparts. Kunte touredall overthe country.He hadthe active sup
portfrom severalcomradedike RamsumeBhukla,Ravindraverma,Ramunda



enon, Jose,BN RajhaunsandPrabodhChandra.This group wasnot affili -
atedto anypolitical party exceptthe Congressasthe Shahgrouphadwound

In 1946, Kunte left studentmovemeniandjoined tradeunion and started
working with Sassoordockworkers.WhenINTUC wasformedhejoinedit.

By this time Hind azdoor Sabhawas also formed. Kunte was active in
INTUC for five to six yearsandthenformeda separatainionwhile working
in aunionat ukesh Textile mills. Kunte waselectedas municipalcouncit
lor from the area.Theworkersof the textile factory developedseriousdiffer-
enceswith the ajoor ahajan (INTUC). However, Kunte maintainedhis
tieswith the leadership.

As generalsecretaryof the engineeringworkers'union, Kunte was also
looking after Godrejworkersin Vikrouli. Rajni Patelwas Congresgresident
at the time. RajaKulkarni was the generalsecretaryof Godrejfactory union
and Datta Samantformed his union there. RajaKulkarni had signedsome
papersbut the final agreementvasyetto be formulated.Thesepaperscame
to Kunte thathad Rajds signature.Datta Samantbeinga Congressmember
thenraisedhueandcry alleging that Kunte had signedthe papersthat had
anti-workerclauses.Kunte askedRajni and Vasant engde, the leadersof
the INTUC to call Dattaandexplainthe confusionto him.

It wasatime whenKunte hadto visit Berlin to attendan ILO meet.Indira
Gandhiwas also there. She askedour ambassadoto conveythe message
thattherewastroubleat GodrejfactoryasDattahadalreadygotkilled a subz
inspectorandseverabthersontheissue . KunterealisedhatRajniand engde
had double crossedhim and did not explainto Datta that Kunte was not
involved. Dattahadfrom the beginningbelievedin forming unionsthatwere
basedon individual influence.

Accordingto Kunte, Jawahat al and SardarPatelbelievedin directnego
tiationswith the workersbut thatkind of initiative failed. It wasonly when
Gulzari Lal Nandaformulatedan Act called Bombay Industrial Relations
(BIR) Act, thatprovidingfor compulsoryarbitrationbecamecompulsory He
did notrealisethatit becamea statutorycompulsionfor the managemenb
providesuchplatforms.However,Communistdike SA Dangecalledit “Kala
Quaida

At the endof the day, Kunte doesnot think thattradeunionmovementas
contributedmuch towardsnationaldevelopmentHe has beenaway from
the Socialistsaswell asthe CongressHe believesthat progressivemove
mentin the countryhasrecieveda setback.



	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Prabhakar Kunte\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0001.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Prabhakar Kunte\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0002.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Prabhakar Kunte\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0003.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase III\Transcripts & Bio-sketches\Prabhakar Kunte\7_SCANTAILOR\sc0004.tif‎

