PARVAT KR SHNAN, Coimbatore.
Theinterviewwith ParvatiKrishiitui yieldedvery interestinginformationasit dealtwitli viirious aspectof
the politics of ndia both communistandevenCongresaswell asthetradeunion movement. Parvati
nmratedtlie fact that shewasbornin a very illustruiousandsocially progressivefamily whereher latlier
andmotlier were both activein the freedommovemenwith the Congress.Her fatherhadbeena minister
in the pre-indcpcndenc€ongressministriesmid evenafterindependencée the Nehrucabinet. Parvati
emphasize@notheraspectof her family life i.e. her fatherwasanon-braliminmid her motherwasa
brahmin. t wasan inter-castemarriagewhich itselfwa.ssorevolutionaryin tliose days. Sofrom her
childhoodshegrew up shesaidin an atmospheravhereany kind of injusticewasnot toleratedmid hadto
be fought. Parvatisaidher later growth into die communistpmty when shewas studyingin Oxford mid
herfriendswerethelike.s of ndira Gandhi,Jyoti Basu,BhupeshGupta, nderjit Guptamid N.K.Krishnan
wa.svery much shefelt dueto her family inlluence. Therebelin hertook herto tlie left. Thenshenarrated
all heractivitiesabroadas a communistandtlien how shestartedwork asa tradeunion worker witli
N.K.Krisliiimi in Coimbatorein the 'exiilc mills workersof TN. Thenshealsoworked amoungdie
platation workers. Thesetwo sectiongemainedher main areaof TU work diougli asTN statelevel leader
really worked for all worker.sin TN mid alsoat the nationallevel . Thereiire manyimportanthistorically
releventthing.sshebroughtout in die interveiw aboutthe TU movemenin TN andtheCP .



ARVATI KRISHNAN:-

arvati Krishnanwasbornin 15* March 1919in Ootty. Her fatherand mother
wereboth leadersn the Congressand part ofthe freedomstruggle. Her father
wasa hon-Brahminand mothera Brahminandtheir marrigein thosedayswas
very mucharevolutionaryactby itselfasit wentagainstthe prevailingnorms.
arvati Krishnaris motherwasafirst in manysortsin thosedays. Her mother
wasthefirst to be electedto the Senaten Madrasandfirst womanto the
arliament from Congressn 1938. Her fatherwasalsoin the Congressaandwas
Minster of Transportin the Union Cabinetin 1958-59andalso Ambassadoto
Indonesia. Thenshewentabroadto UK to do herschooleducatiorandthereshe
cameinto touchwith Communism litrature aboutthe SovietUnion and alsothe
struggleagainstGen. Francoof Spain. Shealso attendedvariousYouth
conferencesind becamepart of the InternationalY outh BrigadesagainstFascism.
The otherinfluenceson herwereher brotherMohan Kumaramangalamand later
whenshewas studyingin Oxford herfriend who laterbecameher husband
N.K.Krishnan. Thereat Oxford shecamein touchwith Jyothi Basu, Inderijit
Gupta, Nikhil Chakravarty RenuChakravarty, N.Haksar, BhupeshGupta, Indira
Gandhi,and RomeshChandra. Most of thesepeoplebecamecommunistsn
Oxford. Thensheworkedin the India Leaguealongwith KrishnaMenonand
FerozGandhi. After comingbackfrom UK in 1941shestartedworking in the
studentmovementandlittle later startedworking for theC . Then .C.Joshi and
N.K.Krishnanaskedherto startworking in the TU movement.In thatperiod
arvati Krishnangot marriedto N.K.Krishnanandlittle laterhada girl child. She
startedhe TU work in BombayAITUC office. Thenfrom March 1948 shealong
with all otherC 1 membershadto go undergroundduringwhich period she
workedin variouscapacities. Shewasundergroundill 1952. In 1952 partywas
legalisedand C | participatedin the elections. In MadrasshestartedTU work
underthe famousA.S.K.lyengarwho shesayswasherguru asfar asTU
movementwasconcerned. Thensheworkedin Tamil Naduwith ress workers.
Railway workers,and Municipal workers. Thenalongwith herhusbandshe
movedto Coimbatoreand startedTU work with N.K.Krishnanin textilesand
plantations. In 1954 shewas put up by the party for the Rajya Sabhaseatand so
becamea RajyaSabhamember. In the RajyaSabhaalsodid lot of TU work. In
the arliament shebecamea leadingmemberofthe arliamentry lantation
Committeeand alsowentto ILO in a parliamentarydelegationandwasone of the



irst MPsin Parliamento startpushing or a Bill to be passedn Parliamento
Equal Pay or EqualWork or women. Laterdueto ParvatiKrishnans e orts
this got passed. Laterin 1957 shewasputup asMP. During the courseo her
TU work in 1956 shehadto dealwith the plantationworkersand particularlythe
ValparaPlantationiring in 1956. Shewasthe VP o the Plantatiorworkers
union. As an MP shealsorepresentedhe caseo theMine disastelin MP. As a
AITUC leaderand MP shewasthe irst to raisethe slogano ‘NationalizeTextile
Mills” in late 1950swhenmosto the privatetextile mills werein crisis and she
demandedhe ormationo whatlatercameto be ormedasNational Textile
Corporation. Shewasthe membero the irst Tripartite Committeeon
Plantations. In 1960oneo the key organiser the GeneralStrike o Govt.
Employeesor WageRevisionwhich led to laterwagerevisionsandimprovement
in pay scaleso the PSUemployees.In 1967 ParvatiKrishnanagaincontested
butwithdrewin avor o the CPM candidate. In 1967waselectedvVP o AITUC.
In 1967 July organiseda generalstrike o thetextile workersto demandreopening
o closedtextile mills. In Dec. 1967 shemovedto Delhi alongwith herhusband
N.K. Krishnanwho hadthenbecome a member o the Central Secretariab the
CPI. Meanwhileherinvolvementwith the textile mill workersstrikesin
Coimbatorewenton. In Delhiin 1973 shestartedworking with the Railway
workers. In 1973 shewaselectedagainasMP by anarrowmargin. In 1974 she
alongwith Dangeand otherAITUC leadersormed anotherTU a iliated to
AITUC o the Railwayworkers. Thentherailway strikeo May 1974was
withdrawn asthe strike izzled out. A ter the Vizag con erencen 1986 shewas
electedto the Gen. Councilo WFTU andher irstjob in WFTU wasthat asthe
Chairmano the ResolutionCommittee. Wasactivein the WFTU in its woman
ront and later organizedthe Asian RegionalCon erencen Delhi. WasMP till
1980. In 1988 N.K.Krishnandecidedthattheyboth shouldretire rom positions
o responsibilityand sothey camebackto Coimbatoreand startedworking to
developthe union and havebeenin Coimbatoresince 1988. Her husband
N.K.Krishnandied and sincethen shehasbeenmainly active asan advisorto the
CoimbatoreTextile Mill WorkersUnion or which shealongwith otherscollected
over 30 lakhsandbuilt ano ice. As 0 now sheis above80 yearsandis activein
an advisorycapacityin Coimbatoreor AITUC unionsin textiles, plantationsand
others.
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