adala Ramarao

shortbiographicahoteon PadalaRamaraoa memberofthe ITUC GeneralCoucil since
thetime of NM Joshiandan active memberof the ProgressivaNriters ssociation in ndhra
Pradeshinterviewedon SeptembeR2, 2004in Rajamundri, ndhra Pradesh

PadalaRamaraovasbornon pril 22, 1922 in anextremelypoor family. He could not get
anyformal educatiorbutlearntHindi, English, Teluguand Sanskriton his own whenhewasin
prison.

Padalahaswritten 103 booksandoneofthemis his biographyof lluri Sitaramrajua mass
leademvho foughtfor the causeoftribal andgotkilled by police. Padalaalsotranslatedarx on
TradeUnion andalsoLenin on TradeUnion.

Padalastartedtradeunionwork in 1941 and organisedhe weaverswhich wasnot included
in ITUC till 1957. Padalaand his friends launcheda movementagainstscarcity of yran in
1936in which manyweaversamewith themandafterfew yearstheir organisatiowasformed.
t thattime therewere 1600 handloomswere functional in teh twon out of which more than
1600families sustainedhemselves.ll overthe country,therewereonecroreandtwentyfive
lakh weaversin the country. Padalahelpedto organisethe weaversall over the country and
wentto Sholapurin Maharashtraalso which was consideredo be one of the main centres.

Padalawvas electedvice chairmanof the stateunit of the ITUC.

Padalehadbeeninstrumentalin organisingthe sweeperemployedby the munieipality at a
salaryof only Rs6 amonthin the 1940s. t the momentthey are gettingRs 6000 a month.

Padalavasparticularlyinterestedn the causeof unorganisedabourandorganisedhebuilding
and constructionworkers.He evenled themto Delhi. He wasparticularlythankful to late Com
Indrajit Guptawho alwaysrespondedo his call and came.Padalas the statePresiden®of the
Building and ConstructionworkersFederation.

Padalahad also organisedhe shopassistantandled their agitationseveraltimes.

In 1941, Padalahad helpedto organisethe Papermill workerstoo when the production
capacitywasonly 30 tonnesa daywhile now it is morethan300 tonnes.

Padalavasalso activein organisingthetimberworkers. The timbermerchantsvere selling
the logs on the basisof its length and size but the workerswere getting only very nominal
payment.Padalaed their agitationin 1946 and governmenbroughtMalwa police which was
consideredo bevery cruelto crushthe agitation. Padalavas detainedvithout any chargesand
keptin severaljails and subjails. Later whenthe Communistparty was banned.Padalawas
keptinjail from 1947to 1952.It wasin this periodthathe learntlanguagesand startedwriting.
fter he cameout ofjail, he earnedhis living throughwriting books.

Forwriting the biographyof lluri SitaramarajuPadalavisitedthe tribal areasextensively.
His book is consideredo be the only authenticone on the theme.
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thetime of NM Joshiand an active memberofthe Progressivé@Nriters ssociation in ndhra
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| wasbomon pril 22, 1922in an extremelypoorfamily. | could not getanyformal educa
tion but learntHindi, English, Teluguand Sanskriton my own whenl wasin prison.

| havewritten 103 books and one of them is the biographyof lluri Sitaramraju,a mass
leaderwho fought for the causeof tribals and got killed by police. | alsotranslatedvarx on
TradeUnion andalsoLenin on TradeUnion.

| startedtradeunion work in 1941 and organisedthe weaverswhich was not includedin
ITUC till 1957. longwith my friends,we launcheda movementagainstscarcityof yamin
1936in which manyweaverscamewith us and after few yearstheir organisatiorwas formed.
t thattime therewere 1600 handloomsfunctionalin the twon out of which more than 1600
families sustainedhemselves.ll overthe country,therewereone crore andtwenty five lakh
weavers| helpedo organisgheweaversall overthecountryandwentto Sholapuin Maharashtra
alsowhich was consideredo be one of the main centres.l was electedvice chairmanof the
stateunit ofthe ITUC.

I hadbeeninstrumentalin organisingthe sweeperemployedby the municipality at a salary
of only Rs 6 amonthin the 1940s. t the momentthey aregettingRs 6000 a month.

| was particularlyinterestedn the causeof unorganisedabourand organisedhe building
and constructionworkers.| evenled themto Delhi. | am particularly thankful to late Com
Indrajit Guptawho alwaysrespondedo our call andcame.l havebeenthe statePresidenbfthe
Building and ConstructionWorkersFederation.

| hadalso organisedhe shopassistantand led their agitationseveraltimes.

In 1941,1 had helpedto organisethe Papemill workerstoo whenthe productioncapacity
was only 30 tonnesa day while now it is morethan 300 tonnes.

| was also activein organisingthe timberworkers. The timber merchantavere selling the
logson thebasisof its lengthandsizebutthe workersweregettingonly very nominalpayment.
| led their agitationin 1946 andgovernmenbroughtMalwa police which wasconsideredo be
very cruelto crushit. | wasdetainedwithout any chargesandkeptin severajails and subjails.
Laterwhenthe Communistpartywasbanned] waskeptin jail from 1947to 1952.It wasin this
periodthatl learntlanguagesndstartedwriting. fter | wasreleased| earnechisliving through
writing books.

For writing the biographyof lluri Sitaramaraju] visited the tribal areasextensively.My
bookis consideredo bethe only authenticoneon thetheme.
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