unnamura Ramachandrarao

shorttranscriptivenoteon P Ramachandraraanterviewedin Kakinada, ndhra Pradesh
on Septembed 7, 2004

| wasbomon 13 July, 1924in Kakinada.My father wasan yurvedic doctorandprepared
his own herbalmedicinesto administerto the ailing. My grandfatherMallad Sachhidananda
Naike,wasabusinessmaandusedto go to Burmaquite oftenby shipsthathadno motors.He
contributedRs eight lakh for the upliftment of the poor.

| graduatedn 1953.1 was activein Il India StudentsFederation and usedto organise
ndhra Progressiveésabhaluhatwasknownas bhyudaya Sanghaml waskeento know more
aboutMarxismasl| camein contactwith ComCVK Rao,oneofthefoundersofthe Communist
Partyin theregion.In 1946,therewereelectionsand| workedaselectionagentfor thecommu
nist candidate By then| was a memberof the Communistparty in the state. Therewere no
electionsymbolsthen, only colours. The yellow colourwasfor the Congressblue for theradr
calslike Socialistsandred for the Communists.

| usedto go downto severalareaso work for the party. fter 1952] becamehe secretary
of the Kakinadaunit of the party. In 1956, contested for the municipal corporationof the
Kakinadatown andwon. Laterin 1956,1 againgot elected.In 1959,1 got electedwithout
opposition.In 1967,1 was electedVice Chairmanof the municipality defeatingthe Congress
candidatel was the only communistamongall the wardmembersin 1955] was askedby
the partyto contestfor the ssembly seat,but lost. In 1954, CVK Raowas expelledfrom the
partyfor his divergentviews andcontestectlectionsn 1956asanindependentandidatel was
nominatedoy the CPI. In this election, votesgot divided and Congresandidatevon with a
marginof only 500 votes.

CVK Raowas from Kakinada,a coastaltown and away from TelenganaYet all the party
membersveredirectly or indirectly involvedin the struggle.CVK wasaknowntradeunionist
in the areawho hadorganisedor thefirst time manyworkers.He hadstudiedin Oxford univer
sity and got influencedby Marxist ideas. fter returningin 1937, he sacrificedhis careerto
becomeawholetimer.

BeforeCVK Raoenteredhetradeunion,Bullock cartdriverswereorganisedy M Virmayya,
R. Satyanarayam 19 1932-37.Theyhadlauncheda struggleagainstimposition of municipal
tax on carts. Thereweretwo typesof carts,single anddouble. The single oneswere usedfor
carryingthe passengerahile the doublecartswere cargocarryingandtheseweretaxed.

Kakinada,with ananchorisegort, hasstevedoresoo to carrythe cargofrom onevesselto
anotheranddownto theport. Therewerealso cargoboatworkerswho got downthe cargofrom
the ships. t least400to 500 workerswere engagedn thejob. UnderCVK Rao and another
ComradecalledPS Sarma,all theseworkerswere organisedn 1937.

Theregionis greenwith palmtreesandfibresareusedto in varioustypesof products.There
were 500 fiber workersamongwhom mostwereladies. Theywere all organisedoy CVK Rao
andPS Sarmain 1937. The saltworkerswere alsoorganisedn this period.



n 1948-68 pressworkerswerealsoorganisedy NK VishwanatharandK Apparao.

n Kakinada,no secondine leadershipvasdeveloppedn this period. After CVK Rao left,
therewasno onein his generationThough wasveryyoungthen, hadto shouldetherespon
sibilities of leadershign the area.

A TUC alsoorganisedhehospitalworkersledby NK Vishwanathan.n 1962-74,600work-
ers of boatbuilding yard were organisedn a union by me. n this period, the otherunions
organisedby me were FisheriesCorporationworkers union, Andhra PradeshPort workers
unionin Kakinada,Weaversunion. Railwayworkers unionwith 2000workers,engineering
workers,automobileworkers.

The first union organisedby me wasthat of fishermen. introducedmechanisedishing in
1960by launchingsevenmechanisedboatsin the sea.Governmenhadsubsidisedhe price of
suchboats.

am alsoworried aboutthe changingcharacteof the workers. remembethe exampleof
SRMT unionwhereautomobilenvorkerswereorganisedWhenthe managemenrdid notlike the
enterferenceftheunionin its decisionsasthey demanded hike of Rs 40 andagitatedfor the
same the salaryof the unionworkerswashiked by Rs 50 a monthbut on conditionthatunion
mustbe dissolved.Entire leadershipof the union acceptedhe offer andleft the union. was
alonein refusingthe offer. But the unionwasfinished.

am now retiredas am suffering from variousillnessesbut am firm in my beliefthat
Marxismis the only solutionfor the future society.
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ComPunnamurd&Ramachandrarawasbornon 13 July, 1924in Kakinada.His fatherwasan
yurvedic doctorandpreparedis ownherbalmedicinego administetto the ailing. His grand
father,Mallad Sachhidanandsaike,wasabusinessmaandusedto go to Burmaquite oftenby
shipsthathadno motors,only sails.He contributedRs eightlakh for theupliftmentofthepoor.

Ramachandraragraduatedn 1953. He was activein Il India StudentsFederation and
usedto organise ndhra ProgressiveSabhaluthat was known as bhyudaya Sangham.
Ramachandraramaskeento know moreaboutMarxism ashe camein contactwith Com CVK
Rao, one of the foundersof the CommunistPartyin the region. In 1946, therewere elections
andRamachandraraworked as electionagentfor the communistcandidate By thenhe wasa
memberofthe Communispartyin the state.Therewereno electionsymbolsthen,only colours.
The yellow colourwas for the Congressblue for the radicalslike Socialistsand red for the
Communists.

Ramachandraraasedto go down to severalareasto work for the party. fter 1952, he
becamehe secretanofthe Kakinadaunit ofthe party. In 1956, he contestedor the municipal
corporationofthe Kakinadatown andwon. Laterin 1956,he againgot elected.In 1959,he got
electedwithout opposition.In 1967, hewas electedVice Chairmanofthe municipality defeat
ing the CongressandidateRamachandraramastheonly communisamongall thewardmembers.
In 1955,hewasaskedby the partyto contestfor the ssembly seatbutlost. In 1954, CVK Rao
wasexpelledfrom the party for his divergentviews andcontestedlectionsn 1956 asaninde
pendentcandidate Ramachandrarawas nominatedoy the CPI. In this, votesgot divided and
Congressandidatevon with a marginof only 500 votes.

CVK Raowas from Kakinada,a coastaltown and away from TelenganaYet all the party
membersveredirectly or indirectly involvedin the struggle.CVK was a knowntradeunionist
in the areawho hadorganisedor thefirst time manyworkers.He hadstudiedin Oxford univer
sity and got influencedby Marxist ideas. fter returningin 1937, he sacrificedhis careerto
becomea wholetimer.

BeforeCVK Raoenteredhetradeunion,Bullock cartdriverswereorganisedy M Virmayya,
R. Satyanarayaim 1932-37.Theyhadlauncheda struggleagainstimpositionof municipaltax
on carts. Thereweretwo typesof carts,singleanddouble.The singleoneswereusedfor carry
ing the passengerahile the doublecartswerecargocarryingandtheseweretaxed.

Kakinada,with an anchorisegort, hasstevedoresoo to carry the cargofrom onevesselto
anotheranddownto the port. Therewerealso cargoboatworkerswho got downthe cargofrom
the ships. t least400to 500 workerswere engagedn thejob. Under CVK Rao and another
ComradecalledPS Sarma,all theseworkerswereorganisedn 1937.



he regionis greenwith palm treesandfibres areusedin varioustypesof products. here
were 500 fiber workersamongwhom mostwere ladies. hey wereall organisecby CVK Rao
andPS Sarmain 1937. he saltworkerswerealsoorganisedn this period.

In 1948-68,pressworkerswerealsoorganisedy NK VishwanatharandK Apparao.

In Kakinada,no secondline leadershipwvas developpedn this period and after CVK Rao
left, Ramachandrarathoughyoung,hadto shoulderthe leadershipin the area.

Al UC alsoorganisedhehospitalworkersled by NK Vishwanathanln 1962-74,600work-
ersof boatbuilding yardwere organisedn a union led by P Ramachandraradn this period,
the otherunions organisedwere FisheriesCorporationworkers union, AndhraPradeshPort
workers unionin Kakinada,Weaversunion. Railwayworkers unionwith 2000workers,en
gineeringworkers,automobileworkersby Ramachandr&ao,

he firstunionorganisedby RamachandrarawasthatoffishermenHe introducedmechanised
fishingin 1960by launchingsevermechanisethoatsin the sea.Governmenhadsubsidisedhe
price of suchboats.

Ramachandrarasasalsosadaboutaboutthe changingcharacteofthe workers.He offered
the exampleof SRM unionwhereautomobilewvorkerswereorganisedWhenthemanagement
did not like the enterferencefthe unionin its decisionsastheydemande@ hike of Rs40 and
agitatedfor the same,the salary of the union workerswas hiked by Rs 50 a month but on
condition that union must be dissolved,all workers acceptedthe offer and left the union.
Ramachandrarawas alonein refusingthe offer. But the unionwasfinished.

Ramachandrarais leadinga retiredlife ashe is suffering from variousillnessesbut he is
firm in his beliefthatMarxismis the only solutionfor the future society.
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