om NamdeoRamchandra Shenmare
(AITU), Surat, Gujarat

A briefjjiographicalnote on NamdeoRamchandr&henmargAITUC) in-
terviewedin Suraton July 22, 2004

NamdeoShemaravasbornonApril 21,1927in Vathaphalvillagein Yeotmal
disrict of Maharashtran a agriculturistfamily. His fatherShri Ramchandra
Shenmarevas a peasanwith a very smallland holding. He had ambitions
to educatehis sonproperly.

Com NamdeoShenmarestudiedin the village schoolupto primary and
was sentto high schoolin BadneraHe wasa brilliant studentn schoolbut
his family was so poor that his fathercould not pay the examinatiorfeesfor
appearingn the matriculationexamination It wasonly for ameagresumof
Rs 5 thatCom Shemnmareould not appealin the examination.

As ayoungandspiritedperson,Shenmarevassoondrawninto thelabour
movement.He wasin the AITUC andlooking after the textile mill unit in
Badnera.Therewere at least500 workersin the factory including his two
uncles.Anothercomradeknown as Dr Deewanwasvery activein the area
andwasinstrumentaln inflencing Shenmare.

Com Shenmarebecameactive in the railwaymerns union too. Between
Badneraand Bhusawal,a CommunistParty branchwas formed. Shenmare
wastheir branchsecretaryandalsotradeunion unit secretaryHe was also
Vidarbhaparty secretanyfor severalyears.

After independencdje respondedo the call for All India Railwaymers
strikein 1949. He was arrestedor his revolutidnaryactivities andwas sent
to severalails like Amravati, Jabbalpuiland Sagarbeforegettingreleasedn
1951.

After comingout of jail, he becameateacheiin a schoolfor handicapped
in Akola thoughhe did nothaveevenmatriculationcertificate.Com Shenmare
soonleft his job and becamea wholetimerin railways. It was at this time
that he married LeelaBen, a simple girl with educationupto fourth stan
dard.But as Com Namdeohisselfconfesses|The inspirationfor my politi-
cal careercamefrom Leelaonly. Living in utter penuryand looking after
threesons,shealwaysstoodby me’

After few months.Com Shenmarevas askedto leavefor Suratwherethe
textileworkerswereontherise. Severakeniorcomradedike YashwantChauhan,
VasantMehendale Dhanaji Mharte, NanubhaiDesaiand his wife Sitaben
were active here. They were all living togetherin a communeand invited
Shenmareo join them.

Shenmargoined a small textile mill as a weaver.His first salarywasRs
1.7. He boughta coatandlike othercomradesstartedto surrendehis wages
in the communewheretheythemselvesisedto cook andeat. LeelaBen too
lived with them. Shehadsmallkids andno money.The office andcommune



ere on thefirst floor andthere as only a crumbling staircaseThere as
no ater in thebuilding. Leelausedto fetchup bucketsof ater andcook. It
as only hen shepasseder matriculationexaminationthat shegot a job
in the municipality asa clerk ith a age of Rs 300 every month andshe
could feed herkids andhusbandat leastt ice a day. Butit as only years
later.

ComShenmareas giventhechargeof forming unionsin thetextile mills.
He as soonthro n outof his job andit becamea regularaffair. But hen -
everhe as ithout job, oneof his friends, Kantilal Doodhpak ala usedto
give him shelterandjob.

Com Shenmarealso organisedthe Suratcorporation orkers andformed
a union called SudhraiMazdoor Union underAITUC. He had led several
agitationslaunchedby these orkers.

Com Shenmareas alsoactiveamongsugar orkers andin 1979, he be
camethe vice presidenif the All India SugarWorkers Federation.

In thetextile city of Surat, ith its vastnumberof orkers, onlyto major
unionshavebeenhistorically active,the AITUC andMajoor Mahajan.Both
hadseveralclashedet een themselvesbut both agreethatthe orkers are
no indifferentto the movement.

Com Shenmareas felicitated ith Nagarik Sammanfor his contribu
tionsin 1991.Apartfrom Municipal, textile andsugarorkers. ComShenmare
hadalsoorganisedhe cinema orkers, autoriksha drivers,hotelandhos
pital orkers, grampanchayateandkhetmazdoomunion. Oneof theunique
initiatives takenby Shenmareas to organisethe police pathsin everyvil-
lage ho got a salaryof Rs 35 since British days. He broughtout several
n espaperstoo called“PrajaA az 7, “‘A az " andafortnightly magazinecalled
‘JanataKa Muktisangharsh
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| was born on April 21, 1927 in Vathaphalivillage in Yeotmal disrict of
Maharashtran a agriculturistfamily. My fatherShri Ramchandr&henmare
was a peasantvith a very smallland holding. He had ambitionsto educate
his sonproperly.

| studiedin the village school upto primary level and was sentto high
schoolin Badnera.l was a brilliant studentin schoolbut my family was so
poor thatmy fathercould not pay the examinationfeesfor appearingn the
matriculationexamination It wasonly for ameagresumof Rs 5 thatl could
not appeairn the examination,

As | wasyoungand spirited, | got drawninto the labourmovement.| was
in the AITUC andlooking after the textile mill unit in Badnera.Therewere
at least500 workersin the factory including my two uncles.Anothercom
radeknown asDr Deewarnwasvery activein the areaandwasinstrumental
in influencingme.

| becameactive in the railwaymens union too. BetweenBadneraand
Bhusawal,a CommunistPartybranchwasformed.| wasits branchsecretary
andalsotradeunion unit secretaryl was also Vidarbhaparty secretaryfor
severalyears.

After independence, respondedo the call for All India Railwaymers
strikein 1949.1 wasarrestedor my revolutionaryactivitiesandwas sentto
severaljails like Amravati, Jabbalpurand Sagarbefore gettingreleasedn
1951.

After comingout of jail, | becameateacheiin a schoolfor handicappedh
Akola thoughl did not haveevenmatriculationcertificate.! left the job and
becamea wholetimerin railways. It was at this time that| got marriedto
Leela,a simplegirl with educatiorupto fourth standardBut | mustconfess
thatthe inspirationfor my political careercamefrom Leelaonly. Living in
utter penuryandlooking afterthreesons,shealwaysstoodby me.

After few months,! wasaskedto leavefor Suratwherethe textile workers
were on the rise. Severalseniorcomradedike YashwantChauhanVasant
Mehendale DhanajiMharte, NanubhaiDesaiand his wife Sitabenwere ac
tive here.Theywereall living togethern acommuneandinvited meto join
them.

| joined a smalltextile mill asaweaver.My first salarywasRs 171 bought
a coatandlike othercomradesstarted to surrendemy wagesin the com
munewherewe ourselvesusedto cook andeat,Leelatoo lived with us. She
had small kids and no money. The office and communewere on the first
floor and therewas only a crumbling staircase.Therewas no waterin the



uilding. Leelausedto fetchup uckets of waterandcook. It wasonly when

shepasseder matriculationexaminationthat shegotajo in the munick
pality asa clerk with a wageof Rs 300 everymonththat shecould feedher
kids andhus and at leasttwice a day. But it was only yearslater.

| was given the chargeof forming unionsin the textile mills. | was soon
thrown out of my jo andit ecame a regularaffair. But wheneverl was
withoutjo, oneof my friends,Kantilal Doodhpakwalaisedto give me shet
ter andjo .

| also organisedhe Suratcorporationworkersandformeda union called
SudhraiMazdoorUnionunderAITUC. | hadled severalagitationsaunched
y theseworkers.

| was also active amongsugarworkersand in 1979, ecame the vice
presidenof the All India SugarWorkers Federation.

In thetextile city of Surat,with its vastnum er of workers,only two major
unionshave een historically active, the AITUC andMajoor Mahajan.Both
hadseveralclashesetweenthemselves,ut oth agreethatthe workersare
now indifferentto the movement.

| wasfelicitatedwith NagarikSammarior my contri utions in 1991.Apart
from Municipal, textile andsugarworkers,| hadalsoorganisedhe cinema
workers,autorikshawdrivers, hotelandhospitalworkers,grampanchayats
andkhetmazdoomunion. Oneof theuniqueexperience$or mewasto organise
the police pathsin everyvillage who got a salaryof Rs 35 sinceBritish days.
| usedto ring outseveralnwespaper$oo called“PrajaAwaz’, ‘Awaz anda
fortnightly magazinecalled“Janate&ka Muktisangharsh
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