Shukla (Majoor Mahajan), Ahmadabad (Gujarat) _ _
ManharlalKuljashankarShuklawasbornon 6" January1915. He camein contactwith

T A (Textile abour Association)way backin 1933. Evenasa 10-yearold boy, hewas
pattedlovingly by MahatmaGandhiand askedto servethe commonworkers. Manharlal
becameateachelin Gymnasiumrun by the T A. Thatwasthetime whenthe national
movementvasrising all overthe country. In thatbackgroundtheworkersin Ahmadabad
were comingtogetherto raiseand agitatefor their demandsThe organisationsof textile
workersin particular,and of otherstoo, werebecomingmoreactive. T A wasoneofthe
mostactive andwell-organisedodies.
The sameyearin 1933,therewasa strikein one ofthe textile mills in Ahmadabadwith
over 10000workersparticipating. TheseworkershelpedSardarPatelin his socialwork.
In that phase,alot of constructivework wasdoneby ManharShuklaand his
organisation e.g. organisinglibrary, gymnasiumhospital, stores,creche,etc. Gandhiji
oftenusedto actasandarbiterin the labourdisputesat the requesiofthe workersand
with the agreemenbfthe management.
ManharShuklawas askedby Shri Bankerto work asfulltime TU functionarybecause
both Shuklaand his fatherhadworkedin the Union or the associationand he wasneeded
by the people.Therefore,Manhar Shuklabeganworking asa full time functionaryfrom
Jan1943.Heworkedin theT A, Congressandin Secondaryl eachersAssociation
of Ahmadabadasits vice-president.
Manhar Shuklajoined the Union asa Complaintinchargelistening and registering
workers complaintsandtrying to sortthemout. He also attendedo their personaland
locality problems.He ran specialcampaigrio increaséJnion membershipHe became
very popularduring the workers campaignof 1946 to reduceworking hours.
During the municipal electionsat thattime, 3 workerscandidatesncluding Shuklawere
elected.He wasinchargeof education health, sports& recreation etc.
He wrote a thesison workers childreris healthunderthe University in Baroda.



hukla wasvariously connectedvith the different stagesof formationof INTUC. Priorto
independencdilindustanMazdoor evak angh wasestablishedy ardar Patel. It led
ultimately to the formationof INTUC. everal meetingswereheld e g. in Delhi, Bombay,
Jamshedpuretc.

Besides, hukla did alot of social reformwork e g. enhancinghe moral characteiofthe
ordinaryworkers,Helping non-educateédnd educatedvorkersin their personaland
social problems.He organisedcollectionin “ evapatrd’, 10 paiseperheadperdayin
sevenlocalities, on the patterndemarcatedby VinobaBhave. This work wascarriedon
by the committees.

He activelyworked and campaignedor the TLA candidatesn 1956 and 1964 municipal
elections.He becameMLA in 1966.

erious differencesemergedwithin the INTUC during Indira Gandhis rule. NLO
(NationalLabourOrganisationcameout of it. Latera National LabourPartywasalso
formed, of which Manhar hukla becameahe generalsecretary Majoor Mahajanand
NLO hadanuneasyrelationshipwith the INTUC andthe Congress. hukla visited
variousplacesin connectiorwith NLP, e.g. HyderabadBangalore Calcutta,Bihar, etc.
Manhar hukla wasthe Director of workers Educationin Majoor Mahajan.He visited
severalplacesabroadin this capacity,e.g. Geneva,Germany, weden, Norway, etc. In
1955, hewentto theU A underU AID Program.Hethenwasin Harvard chool of
Economicdor 3 months.

AFL-CIO ofU A wasimpressedvith the systemof socialwork of the MahoorMahajan.
GeorgeMeneyand othersof AFL-CIO visited Ahmadabadand studiedthe educational
and ocial work of Majoor Mahajanbecausesucha work wasnot donein their
organisatiorin the U A.

Manharlal hukla hasbeenon the variousofficial and organisationatommitteese g.
Agrarian, E IC, Child Labor, minimumwages,shopassistants hotel, etc.



anhar Shukla (ajdoor ahajan) | WIEt"C-jIL. J

Ahmedabad

y name js anharlal Kuljashankar Shukla. y date of birth is

January 6, 1915.

In the days of national movement and satyagraha workers in

Ahmedabad were coming together to raise their demands,
particularly the textile workers When | was a 10-year old,

ahatma Gandhi blessedme and asked whether | would serve the
common workers He had come to our house in Ahmedabad. | later
became a teacher in the gymnasium of the Textile Labour
Association (TLA(. | did a lot of constructive work like

organisinglibrary, hospital, gymnasium, storesetc. | was one of

the witnesses, participantsand organisersof the Textile Labour
strike in Ahmedabadin 1933. Gandhiji often used to mediate in

our disputeswith the management

I began working as full time functionary from Januaryl, 1943. |

worked in the TLA and the Congress, as well as Secondary
Teachers Associationin Ahmedabadas its vice president apart
from other organisationsand activities.

| joined the union as a Complaint Incharge, listening and
registering workers' problems, | use to processthem alongwith
their personal and locality complaints. | became very popular
during workers' struggle to reduceworking hours in 1946.

I was electedas one of the three workers' candidateduring the
municipal elections those days and made in-charge of education,
health, sports and recreation. | even wrote a these on workers'
children’'s health and submittedin Baroda university.

I was connectedwith INTUC at its various stagesof development
Prior to its formation a Hindustan aj door Sevak Sanghwas formed
by Sardar Patel. Besides| did a lot of social work also, that is

enhancingthe moral characterof the ordinary workers | used to

help workers in their personal problems also. | organised
"Sevapatra", collecting small amounts of money.
I became an LA iIn 1966. | was one of the organisersof the

National Labour organisations (NLO) which later came out of
INTUC. Later National Labour Party was founded of which | was the
general secretary. | was the Director of workers' education in
the aj door ahajan. AFL-CIO of USA was very impressedwith the
educationalwork conductedby the aj door ahajan.

I have been in various official committees concerning labour and
industrial problems | still regularly attend the ajdoor ahajan
office at this old ripe age.
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