
/ Meeting of Working Committee of Punjab Khet Masxdoor
Sabba held at Jullundur on 4. 5» 1975»

( Master Hart Singh)
Presents Bhaura( President )> Ruldu Khan, M» Hari Singh, 
saggar Singh and Dana nam M»L»As*, sarvan Singh Charlk end 
Bh&girath Rai, Curaevah Singh, qj agar Singh Ropar. Asad Jullundur 
Santokh Singh Gurdsspur, Sarvan Singh Nagoks, Mobinder 
Singh Kasek, Hari Singh Partiala(14) •

fc&l-OUC&x
Basant Singh Kathania, Shadi Singh Ludhiana, Reeaam 

Chand Hoehiarpur, Svaran Singh 1er ox epur, Anar Singh Sangrur, 
Band Singh Tablian(S)»

Absent» Malkiat Chand Mehli, Joti Ram, Ram singh, Peroxepur, 
Kahar Singh Hoehiarpur, Jaswont Singh Chauhan Lu<fixiana(5)»

Mothu Ram from B&lachaur area also was present» Be 
said that Rebar Singh vaa not quite so veil»

Proceedings.

Com» Ruldu Khan reported on meeting of Bhartya 
Khet Max door union Counoil»

am« ^LHaMowg
On the whole a successful session»

Reoeiption Committee collected &• 13,437 and spent fe.10,533. 
saving was Bs» 2354 of vhioh 5OJ(, Bs» 1427 should oome to State 
Committee of the sehha , net ret paid»

Besides, moneys are also due from certain doners»
It. 720 from one doner»

Two posters 2000 each vere Issued hr the Receipt 
Committee»

200 Wefara meetings and a tiTanvantlon at Mansa in preparat 
tion for the Confer eno a. Rally 5,000 attend» 3000 in procession. 
305 delegates attend while last rear 308 attended» Membership 
had increased from 74000 to 10,3044, but delegate attendance 
had decreased» Discussion on report good, but on Resolutions not 
satisfactory »Diet riot Sessions not well prepared for, vere 
postponed many times due to other pre-occupations» .«orbing 
Committee of 25 with 5 new members elected* Bew Working 
Committee decided to print 10,000 copies of resolutions.

5J|4Jia£422£_3flk22l«» X* »1X1 ba held In the first week 
of June at Moga~ all whole-timers to attend» It will be 
lecture-cumc-dlsousslon on important problems discussion 
on Important problems of the movement»
Land struggles per decision of B.K.M.Ü. lend struggle
will be conducted in cooperation with C»P»I, Kisan fabha and 
other mass organisations» Conventions will be organised at 
local, district and State levels» Wehr a meetings, squad marches 
rallies, demonstrations and conferences will be organised» 
20,000 Posters will be printed and distributed.

In concluding stage of the movement surplus lands of 
big land-lords will be occupied • As lo evacuee lands will be 
retrieved from land grabbers»

the movement is to compii the Government to effect
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necessary amendments In" Pun J all Land Reforms Act and to
implement It effectively!

Movement will also continue on the issue of wages> 
social oppression and fori grant of free house sites*
R.solution» passed oo f liewing etatot eubleote»- 

1* Congratulations to heroic people of Combodla and Vietnam
2« Against auction of evacuee land especially under

occupation of poor abadhara*

3* Exposing State Government claim to have distributed
house plots to about 2 lac persons*

Price of vhe&tfe* 105* bonus*
Faros sour j

one down to It* 6 a day due to 
lasthan labour* Last year harvesting 
cay*

wage In Lambí wage has < 
competition fraa Hi 
wage vas Bs* 8-10 a

Wheat price It* 110-115*
May Day Observed in Gldderycha and Moga Mal out*

. .i.»
Wage for harvestin

X.
<ag
♦ 3 fends of Bhoosa 

In Cash It* 80-75 perl acre*
10-12 or 12 hilos of vheat per day*

85-77 hilos of vheat per acre 
and no meals*

Worh for long hours!

*• WS* bonus.
lull unflijg»

Xbrvestlngi

Threshing! 
Price of vheat

fheh^a system 1/20 to l/21th of harvested 
vhei
Baploymentfe 7 days.
Crop better this year*
Employers imparted*!
Himrchal labour too*
18 Kilos a day *
It* 105 ♦ bonus*
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necessary amendments in Punjab Land Reforms Act and to 
implement it effectively»

Movement will also continue on the issue of wages, 
social oppression and for grant of free house sites. 

Resolutions passed on following subjectst-

1. Congratulations to hero« people of Cambodia and
Vietnam.

2. Against auction of evacuee land especially under 
occupation of poor abadkars.

3. Exposing state Government claim to have distributed 
house plots to about 2 lac persons.

4. Calling upon the Government to appoint Minimum
Wage Committee for Agricultural workers.

It was decided to write to the Chief Minister that 
no challan had been put up in the case of murder of pi ora 
Singh of Goindwal area in district Amritsar.

Districts
■employment cos: ~

reports regarding v ages, hayvesting, 
wheats

District, representatives who spoke gave 
imforsiatlon in the main regarding their own localities.

Amritsar. Harvesting of wheat. Mainly Lavi system. One Bhari 
a day. fheka 1/18 to l/20th of harvested wheat. In some 
cases 4 and or 2 monds of grain per acre.

Employment more than last year.
Yield per acre in good lend is 12.8c quintals per acres.

Pr ic e of wh eat Rs. 105 + Rs.o bonus= Rs.113 per quintal .
Land Convention on 20th June.

Bh at i nda-Gur s ew ak
Drought and canal closures affected cropt. Wheat #eld not good.

Harvesting wage: R%7-8 a day.
Baployment for 15 days- less than last year. 
Land convention on 21st June.
5 Conferences to be held.

Fer qz epur ♦

Harvesting wage l/20th of h&i'vested crop.
li to monds of wheat per acre + 2 pands of Bhoosa.

+tea in the evening.

Cash w ag est Rs. 14+ food per dav. In Fazilka area -Rs.6-7 a day 
Rajasthan labour has affected wage level.

Price of what Rs. 105+ bonus.

to Fer oz epur
Wage In Lambi wage has cane down to Rs. 5 a day due to

competition from Rajasthan labour. Last year harvesting 
wage was Rs. 8-10 a day.

Wheat price Rs. 110-115.
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Hay Day Observed In Gidderbaha and Moga Mai out* 

Ludhiana*

Wage for harvesting B. 65-77 kilos of wheat per acre 
+ 3 pends of Shoos a and no meals*

In cash B* 60-75 per acre*

ïÈxssàla«» 10-12 or 12 kilos of wheat per day*

Work for long hours*

Wheat prices -

Jullwdur
Harvesting

B* 105+ bonus

Theka system l/20th to l/21th of harvested 
wheat*
Employment B. 7 days*
Crop better this year*
Employers Imported Himachal labour too*

Threshing» 

Prloe of what 16 kilos a day* 
B. 105+ bonus*

Hoshlarpur
Mukerlang Kh.M.Sabha has been set up*

Wheat harvesting wage

1/18-1/ 19th of harvested crop*
l£-li mds of wheat per acre» plus a tangar of Bhoosa 
Threshings l/10th of winuowed grain*

Enployment 7 days*
Yields10-12 quintals an acre.

Patiala*

Wheat Yield 8-10 quintals an more*
Wage B* 4-7 a day.
Harvesting l/20th to 1/25 th of harvested crop- 15 days1 work. 
Threshingfe 10 kilos a day + food*

Prloe of wheat B* 105-110-115* 

flgRSEx
Yield per acre- 8-13 quintals*
Wage B* 5 plus food*
Harvesting of wheat- l/20th to l/25th of harvested wheat* 
Eiployment- 15 days*
Price of what B* 105+ bonus*

gsaow:Harvesting
Thekka

20 kilos a day*
90 kilos per 6£ blgha or 1# acre*

Wage for <
_ 16 kilos a day ♦ meals,
other woj»k B. 6-7 a day plus food* 

Gurdaspur Enployment- 20 days,
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?ield per acre 8-10 quintals

Harvestings 2 ads per sore«
Threshings 16 kilos a day ♦ one Pand of Bhoosa.

W Hq^L^UC,3igfa*g*
Harvesting l/15th to l/16th of orqp.

Rs. 50 per aore.
Threshing -16 kilos a day.

Hari Singh.



!’«a. i

[¿> .¡C- — ''X.
3» ____ _________ ___ ___ _

TI .eetlng___ of Mor kin» Coauulttee at on i2.in.7B

Presentí M.Hari Singh, Huldu Kha, UJagar Singh ftopar, Joti Ram, 
Dane Ram M.L.A, Gursewak Singh, Sarvan Singh, Rassaa Chand, 
Bhaglrath(lO).

Late i Jaswant Singh Chauhan, ftiaura, Mohlnder Singh RaeelK>
Amar Singh , Svaran Singh, Santokh Singh, Jag at Singh Az ad, 
Rai^Slngh , Sarvan Singh Charlk, Rebar Singh Biaroval,
Basant Singh RathnanlaXll)» <
Leaves Malklat Chand Meh 11 and Shadl Singh (ft)«
Com. P.R* Kodlyan, Seo ret ary, I.K.M.U, also attended the meeting«

+
Present In time« lx 
Late’ «11

&¡aMSflthgg
Com« P.K. Kodlyan reported on lnternatlonl Conference 

of Agricultural Workers held In Moscow In last May and on 
Reergency, 2o-polnt programme and present situation and 
movement of agricultural workers in the country«
Com. Ruldu Khan made report on work In Gurdaepur, Ropar, Julia, 
dur and Amritsar« ,r
Master Harl Singh reported on two recent decisions of the State 
Government«
1« Decision to distribute 21280 acres of evacuee lend,
now with Forest Department, to Scheduled Cftste agricultural 
workers and tenants« Dlstt-wlse figures of such land have 
been given In the circular issued « Dlstt« Comrades should get 
village-vise figures from Bi visional Forest offioer’s 
Office« Deserving persons should be helped to put In 
applications by 3rd November,1975. Some applications in 
oyoloetyled copies were given to district Imxtti Comrades«
The beneficiaries will pay no price of land« The allottees 
will pay land revenue, water rates and other taxes« They 
will plant trees in the land as Instructed by Forest Deptt« 
and cultivate rest of the land« They will not sell, 
mortgage or sub-let the land; At the death of an allottee, 
evacuee land will pass on to his heirs«
2« District level oommlttee with 3 members each have been 
set up to take cognizance of complaints of agricultural 
workers, especially Rarijans, regarding social dlsaMlltlee and 
Illegal restraints« Official membera are D«C, S.S.P, Dlstt. 
Welfare Officer and Labour-cun- Conciliation Officer of the 
district« Among non-official members two represent landed 
interests and two the agricultural workers« Out of 24 represen
tatives of the agricultural workers In the twelve district 
8 are members of our State Working Committee-two each In Amritsar 
Feroz epur, Faridkot and one each In Julluadur and Bhatlnda«

1 The second representative In Bhatlnda belongs to A«I«T«U«
In Ropar district a representative who has been member of the 
Sabha and C«p«X« for long has been taken. In Rapurth&la 
district President of District Klsan $nbha and a C1TU 
representative has been taken«

A letter has been written to the Labour Minister 
welcoming Govt« decision and demanding the General 
Secretaries of District Sabha Units be Included In 
Committees of Sangrar, Patiala, Ludhiana, Ropar, Hoshlarpur, 
Gurdaspur«

It was decided that District Satohas should make 
use of these Committees for redresaal of grievances of 
agricultural workers about Vakabandl, Social oppression« Those
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who are members of the Committee should go to Committee meeting 
with full preparation»

Complaints should be sent to the Labour .cum.
Cone Hi at Ion Officer who is Secretary of the District Committee»

gxaagrftag-^reaideiLt^A^uide-iine^^ar-lmplejBentatlonoX,,, 
1MKI rglffTMU

Reporting was mads on the subject» Also ch 
proposals jointly mmhhmmxmade by C»?»I, Clean and Chet M az do or 
Sabhas for implementation thereof in case of Punjab»

It was decided that sabha units should carry on agitation 
in the light of these proposals» Resolutions should be passed 
and sent to Government in support of the Proposals»

Miftlmum was?
laving discussed the issue, the working Committee deolded 

to urge the Governments».

1» To set up a separate Directorate under Labour
Comaltbbener for enforcement of minimum wage rates in
relation to agriculture»
2. To appoint Labour inspector in each Block as In Bihar 
for enforcement of minimum wage rates»
3» To frame a legislation on Kerala pattern for protection 
of interests of agricultural workers.

Bls&lsklsBfl&u
Rod art Barolaent« 2500. >aid 800, Committees set up In 25 
villages, w&ge rate ranges between Us.5.10 ♦ food. R.400 
fund collection» One meeting of District W»C. held, co wehra 
asstlngs held since last W.C» meeting» Three general body 
meetings held. They were addressed by Com» Ruldu Khan, Adhoc 
Tehail Committees set up in Kharar and Ropar.

Ho work done in connection with house sites. Govt, 
has set up a Society at Anaadpur Sahib to make available 
Consumer articles at fair prices.

Bifltaist Amritsar.«
8 Working Committee meetings held, one was successful.
A G»B. meeting was held at Vachhoa, Tehsil Ajnala. 150 
attended. A» G.I.meeting was held at Chheherta 350 attended 
from 22 villages* _ .
A Joint agrarian Convention was held in Amritsar on 27»9.75.
350 attended»
Bnrolment» 5000 paid 1000.
82 villages Committees set up»
30 Wehra meetings with attendance ranging between 25 to 50 
40 Applications pUbin regarding complaints in relation to 
house sites»
20 Annlloatlons sent for Corporation loans»

in a pond»
* In ferka Block, the position is better»



There h&e been no Nakabandi this month.
• The Deputy Cotanisfloner will be met on 15th October In connec
tion with house-sites«
Election to Z.P> Our State W.C. member Baaant Slngh Kathanla 
has been elected Z«P« aeaber • Also Kh.M. activist Mangel Singh 
In TaltohaC 5 others elected)«
• 3k Fat eh a bad. There has been one more murder case this time«
Land lord Bavlsher Singh Is responsible for It.
FarldkoV. On 5 th October, W«C. meeting had been held« Present 
22 out of 25«
enrolments 10153« villages covered- 123« Committees set up In 
58 villages. 132 We hr a meetings« 8 Conventions« In 3 of them 
Congress Ranches and Sarpanches participated«.Attendance ranged 
between 65 and 250 •
wakabandl in 5 villages In got Kapur a area for 5 days« Ihose 
villages are Matkm, Burj Jawahar slnghwala, Dal Slnghvala, 
Sedhaslnghwaia, and Jhakharval« It Is In connection with 
wage dispute«

The employees trying to reduce the dally wage from 
7te8+ food« In Jawahar slnghwala to 5 for Instance« 3h

Dalslnghwala to Bs. 6+ food and payment for cotton picking 
from Ps. 1 to 10 as per Paaeerl«

Deputation of the sabha net the S«D«O« who wrote to S«H«0«
J f

In Kot Kapur a path to cremation ground Is sought to 
bs blocked«
indebtedness« in village Shehna Khera Laabl Block money lender 
Marl slngh 8/0 Ganda Singh has loaned !fe. 60,000 - rate of 
Interest 5 to 1% per month« Due from Khet M&gdoors«
In Mlthrl Budhgir« Surin er slngh 3/6 Marchand Singh Badal 
has fe. 80,000 loan to recover &« <5,000 Is due from poor 
peasants and fe. 35,000 from agricultural workers« • ' •

In BsnlalwalK Kot Kapur a) Nalb Slngh money -lender has 
to realise &« 60,000 « A Khet Maxdoor was called In the Police 
Station to press him to pay the debt« Later he was released«

Santa f ingh Bora of Kot Kapura has to recover loan 
of %« 2 lac8 In 1600 pronotes« Bats of Interest Is 6M per month«

Begardtrn fiawgtattta < Deputation have, met the B.D.O’s almost 
in all Blocks« . .
• 2<8 villages surveyed« Plots given in <2 villages«
Deputation met S«D«0« Muktear« He agreed no land for house-site 
village given in a pond« The ponds will be filled up or new land 
acquired«
Depots«! In Malout area- depots started In 3 villages«
3h Block M>ga*I« Deputation have met the officials In connection 
with house-sites« Plots given in 34 villages« Plots given In 
Charlk 168, Kokrl K&ian 220, Dandhar 240«
Perozepur«i Local Committee meetings have been held« 139 villages 
surveyed« Representations sent to Ministers and D«C« Plots given 
in Brahmke 17« Kot I«e Khan 160« In village Behmlwal land Is 
in a pond« Also In Ihhgarh« In Patehgarh, It Is near the cremation 
ground. In village Amlnw&la, opponents have occupied even the 
cremation ground«



I

-4- ?

XKXHXXMgff Whra meetings 139 villages» ?

Biro]sent. 1600» Mo details regarding village Casmittees et up«

Sakabend!. In village Dhlndsa- wage dispute . Landlords reduce 
the wage from *s.8 to 5«50.
Hoshlerpur. Birolment-2500 in 42 villages. Committees set 
up in 32 villages.
Wages. Garhshankar Tehsil fct. 7 with or without food..
In Mukerian side. T*s. 6 without food.

Makabandl. In Chhote Deonwal Makabandl for 6 days- wage dispute. 
It nas ended.
Sarpanch of Mah^dlpur molested a Herljan Girl. Had to apologize.
indebtedness. Mehar Singh money lender of Bhathlan has to recover 
te. 40,0Q0. Putting pressure on loanees.

In village Kafctewal Ilaqa Balachaur- Modi and Lekh HaJ 
moneylenders have to recover fc. 60-50 thousand ruppes. Case 
has been filed against loanee Bachna Bam . Eachna‘moneylender 
of Cathgarh has to recover fr. 30,000.

-laafl« m Tillage Vaohhoi-price par acre 
vent up to &. 8 to ’^.lo,ooo.

Mo. W.C. meeting held this time. 3 local Committee 
meetings had been held. Mo fund collection. Mo wehra meetings hold.

Kassam Chand from Makeriah reported that 1?. 5 were taken 
from each person who was given a Perchi for a plot.. Section 
107/151 used to harass poor persons. Plots given actually in 
a few villages. Dhaula Sher a and Saiehrlan . Sasnra and Lohgarh.

3h Pur na Bhang ala there was dispute over passage of 
water. Congressmen sided with owners. passage for water now 
opened.

Lands reserved for village Panchayats at time of Consolidation 
Offcebeing divided up by the land-owners.
Patiala. Birolmeat- 2000. Payment for 850 aade.fhr the rest 
payment will be made on 14th October.

Two meetings of District W.C. held. Tehsil Committees 5. No 
fund collections. Dues of the State Sabha will be paid at next 
meeting of the W.C.
♦ 27 Wehra meetings. Varticipstion in 4 conventions.
♦ Wage rate Bs. 5-8C«food. In harvesting paddy 1/lOth or 1/llth <f 
the harvested grain.
Plots. Helped secure plots in 13 villages. 3h 15 Villages 
pplications f-end. Plots have been given in most villages.

Mestan Singh, President of the district fabha, hes been 
elected Z.P. member.

Bhafclnda. W»0. meeting held on loth October. Present 11/22.
Mo fund collection. Price of copies of Kesolutions will be paid 
in next meeting of W«C. 50 wehra meetings held. 100 Kh«M. 
ladles took part in Xstrl Conference at Bhatinda.
Makabandl. in four villages. Sardargarh. Phul, Dhanpura and 
-fcaili an ^regarding wage dispute. Deputations met authorities. 
Sarpanch of Sardargarh was arrested.



Wage gatest in some blocks it Is Fs. 8 -6> food and In others 
%• 6*7 ♦ food*

ptots, In sangat Block« In villages Doolftw&ll, Chak Attar Singh 
Gnurddo, Baohal, Nandwali only p«nr pare his given« In V« 
Salawan-70 plots given hut were ploughed up« Plots given 
possession of in Pucoa, Gerl, Dhutke, Mahalan and Daneke 
Kalar« Crops are good« Moneylenders are landlords who 
charge high rates of interest«
pur dasour’J,

Enrolment- 1000« village Ccamittees 15, Wehra nee tings 33,
Fund Collection t&« 300« No district Working Ccnaittee held»
Dues will he paid to the state at tine of next W.C.
Conventional Xh.M« 7-^^bfnt with Congress« Santokh Singh 
ilandhawa addressed 3 conventions.
Makabandl in village Bhaki is going on over lend dispute« A big 
landlord Kesho Dass is responsible for it« In do villages 
surveyed- no plots had been given« Plots had been given in 
village Kale Afghansn« No survey regarding debts« No depots in 
Villages.

Ludhiana, i Enrolment- 1500« In 29 villager« Committees set up 
in 25 vlllares« Paid for membership <00. 8 adhoc committee 
(Block) held • No fund collection« 3 blocks surveyed for plots* 
In Dehlon block *41 plots given only in village Lehsl« In 
Doraha block, Farchls had been given in 21 blocks and none in 
44« There were 67 vlllag*» Fakhowai block« Mo where had 
even p&rchis been given«

Deputations had net B«D«O, and S«D«O*s •
GurdasBam moneylender of Malod« Suits for recovery of debts 
filed by him against over two dosen Khet Maxdooro.
Depot of Baag&rh S ardor an cancelled as a result of our 
agitation- Dharna at Malod« 50 rations nr da restored and 
sugar given.
Jullundur Bnrolment *1400« for 1000 being paid« Two dlstt« 
Working Committee nestings held. 76 Wehra meetings. Landlords 
pay below minimum rate nt in Jadla, Shah pur, Mahalo and Gu Jar purs 
Fs.5 without food«
Vive Blocks surveyed for plots« Mo« of villages- 383« Plots 
given in 8< vilieges • la the other 214 villages, Parchis 
given in sone villages« In 6 village Govt, land has been given«
In 50 villages stay orders«

Two deputations net S.D.O. ftawaaahehr« From 98 villages 
representations had been sent complaining of unsuitable land- An 
ponds«
Indebtedness. Suit filed by 8he<n Sinsh' 8/0 Chhaju Jat v

Âmar Chand S/0 Blroo Xh.M« A loan of Fs. 300 had risen to te«700.
"gan^rur. Biro men t*17oo« Two joint Conventions«
Kakabandlsi Kup Xhrd, Mianakpisl, Xheri Jatan over wage
issue. In XUp Khurd wage increase fron %« 5 to *§«6« In Manakwal 
also wage increased from fc. 8 to Ps.6 « Ba Xheri Jatan wage of 
%«5«50 ♦ food.
Rouse sites, m Malerkotl* Block, there ere 110 villages. In 
80 villages plots had been sanctioned but received only in 40 
villages« In Amargarh 100 plots have been sanctioned«
100 applications put In fcr Corporation loans, 70 for oldsge 
pension«
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In village Gwara, a moneylender Gang a Baa has to recover Bs. 1 
loo mainly from Khet Mazdoors»

ruMtiopiag tear«:»«
It was decided that«

President Com» Bhaura should given 4 days to each district a x 
year except Bhatinda and Sangrur.

Tice Presidents Saggar Singh and Dana Ham M.L.I’s , should 
give 4 days a month outside Fsridkot distt»

i }•*. •• 1 ?..v u , '
Malkiat Chand Mehll will give 2 days a month outside Jullundur.

Office secretary! should have joint*Secretary with state Kisan 
S&hha ana pay half his wage. I

Bext meeting of W.C. Next meeting of W*C. will be held on 
13th and 14th December at 2 P.M. on 13th at Malerlcotla.

> k- v \ Sc t ' :

' • ’ : -f oo
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V meeting of Working Committee of Punjab Khet Mazdoor 
Sabha held at Ludhiana on 7th September,.1975.

• ' 20 out of 25 members were present. . ' .
Îhos^rerents Ï. Ruldu Khan. il.Hari* Singh, 3. Dana Ram, 4. ‘Saggar 
Singh, 5. Jy-^ti Ram, 6* Jawant Singh, 7. Bhagirath Rai-, 3..

e.-g£j-aft-S4ngh, 9. Malkiat Chand, 10. Nagoke,‘ 11. Shadi Singh-, 12.
0 Sarwan Singh Charlk.Late 12. Ssrwan Singh Ferozepur, 14. Ran Singh

15. Jagat Singh Azad, 16. Mohinder Singh Karel, 17 Gursewak Singh, 
IS. Kehar Singh, 19. Basant Singh Kha-la., 2q Rand Sihgh Tahlisn.

Absents Bhaura had written p. letter that be had to attend anti- 
Faso irt Convention in Bhatinda, but that Convention 
had been postpohed. Rassam Chand too had apolied for 
leave. Other absents Santo kh’ Singh Gurdar'pur, 'mar Singh 
Sangrur, Hari Singh Patiala. .‘A

Saggar Singh presided* in the absence, of Bhauha.V X • • V • ** "*• " ■* ' ' ” x *■*" *
4.4? oc e edl ng s

• ’ General Secretary R.K. reported on meeting of’ executive
Committee of B.K.M.U. and. work since last meeting of W.C,. held 
on 12.7^3975. 7J.C. meeting had been held, in all’Districts‘except 
Ropar. They were* successful extended meeting*; In Fërozepur G. 3. 
meetings had been held In 3 places.. Bièrgeney and tasks arising 
out of it had been worked out in each district. Deputation 
of the Sa.bha had met. Housing, S.ocial Welfare,c Civil Supplies 
Ministers and Memoranda were senior presented to -C.M. .and s 
Labour 'Minister. f>00(7 Foldehs on Pergeñe y and Xh.Ms?’distributed.

Master hari, Singhr eported on recent retrograde amendment 
to Punjab Lend Reforms Act and what steps had been taken to 
counter the move including meeting the trover nor.

n *•

Distt. Re sorts, r . . _ . L . .

Faridkot; Enrolment +2427 in 16 villages. - 5 village Committees 
' .set un. Fund col lections-is avi ng =*^62 00 out of About

?>. 10,000. Wehra mee.tings= 179 with attendance ranging
between 60 to 100. " .• *A

•8 Conferences and 2 Conventions' held. o/a.gee ranged 
between p>. 5 to Ps. 10 plus food. In Abga area it-was Ps. 8-10

* plus food, in Faridkot from 6 to 8 with food- and Irtp’Jhkfsar 
c Sub-division from Ps. 5 to 8 with fbodP There had been ho strike

or nakobandi this year. Due' to continuous heavy rains, workers got 
less empio yment•

Regarding* distribution of plots— 248 villages* had_ been 
surveyed.* In 42 villages plots had been distrib’ ted. In 6 villages 
plots were allocated in unsuitable land or in ponds-. No plots 
were given in 190 villages.' In 10 villages, they were dls^aTit 
from the abadi and in 3 no ah., grave-yard. In some cases dona.ted 
Panchayat lends have again been brought under cultivation.

Indebtedness legislationP - Relief is welcomed but'hnxieRzjTlhat 
no credit will be available in ’future from private sources. Need 
for alternate arrangements by the Government.
Two Distt. .forking. Committee meetings had been held in this 
period. Attendance two third of membership, foole-ti -ers 6 -they 
submit reports of? theih Vork..
Condition of crops. 'American cotton crop affected in low lying

areas.
Prices; Wheat selling Ps. 105 to Rs.125,. Gur pr.ice risen from 
P-.2.15 to 2.65 to ^.275 a kilo.
Fan If a a ti: price rises from Ps. 8-Ps.ll-10 . Now 1;?0.50 a kilo.
Suigr Distribution: Instead Of 700 grams only 300 gms. distributed
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In villages* Da'bra, Chak Samkot, T mkot end Phulewal instead of 
/allocation of 33 quintals 11 Quintals given. In most villages

500 grams per person given Instead of 700 grams for August.
-Kh.iiis asked to pay chulah. tax .before distribution of sugar.

- allocation on basis of' U071 census.'.Growth in. population ignored. 
’ • • • . . 3 . ■ 3 , anJ

. n
* * Enrolment 699 in 12 villages- Obm.iltte.ee elected, in all

villages... ;
Six Conventions held- attendance 367 from 51 villages.

• » r ■ t . i «4 r <-■ -4 r • * • . • • ’

fehra meetings- 66- attendance 23-25. ■ - : ;
,. . * { - -i . : n a
Strikes and Nakabandis. They occurred, in three vi llages-TIhara, 
Daulatpur and Dehlcn. In these villages., employers tried to 
Impose wage cut. Akalis* and liaxalites behind then. In Tihara 
attempt to reduce wage from 6 to JJs. 5 ,• in Baulstpur from 
Ps. 5'to 4 and In? Defclon from Ps. 6 to Rs.5. It was foiled*

House sites . 112 villages surveyed. In Hvlilag ©s', plots
.. given. . In Blocks like Dehlon, Sudhar- no, plot distribution.

3vgfclree 1 ■ nd. IWIstance 1 to auction o’f sbhd’kans land successful
in hot Jfenan, Talwara, Hot Umr.a and GursialVlh villages Bhatha

• « bhhla, Balhwalf Banianwal and Ghumnewal àbadkàrs wei
purchase the land. In Bhalnlh. /¿raian auction could in

were able to
not defeated

In auction land fehchefe very high prices in some cases.
6 abreks dT land In one place fetched ".42000 .and 2 -acres P?.225OO 
in another* place. •. ‘

17 persona helped to send .applications for oldage^’
> pensions. Under MFAL-16 buffaloes ^secured with one—third" the

price as subsidy. vo

Working Jommittee- two meetings held* one~'~of"which "was an extended
meeting. ¿rep . . •
drop: . Tlajze crop, dbm aged. _ faddy, groundnut pond sugar-cane good.

. Whole timers-, two .039 01
Prices vheat'available'at ^.loS-lpo per quintal., kugar is not given 
in all villages.
In lamgarh BardC-rcin, sugar not given to 50 families.

- , K
ju*l 1 uhdnr Bi'str 1ct,. . H.s»4d<i)6 fund, collected. 3?. 2000 saved.

. Four conventions held. Kh.I-fe 
‘all 422. In three.of-

'i uiiCi. cou Lecte? . punw savec.
Id. Kh*rfe'. came from 32 villages.- Attendance in 
f them local Congressmen-, also- join.U • J. . V *-■ V * — . *

„•ehr?. meetings 80 One hundred villages surveyéd for house 
plots. 1 ctual distri oution ina few places.. Enrolment 350 in 
5-6 villages. Bo.mmiltees set up only in 2 villages .#
- . rNakaba^di in 3 .villages.., D a u la t p ur, Dhc 1 e t a and Jhak Dan a • 
In" former two villages wage.of lf .8( without food) and r>. -8 
received .? Hakabalidi’ continues in Jhak Dana. . , ,/

/rev a lent rates. . 1. 5 to >. 2 with food, without food
*-.6-10 . bven fs. 1 with food. . "I1- -! • -■ -

u given as. yet. The allotted fanchayat lands had been leased put 
by I auchayats?.

In 'Mahal G?hlah. Panhhavtt land 'had not been- -distributed. ’— v- -j -u. -.— I - FT—n. ■w w V • • •
f * r ’

•In Bhuttf ¿¡ngs. Block) and Psdci J?gir* i.n Gorcya_ Block

Obm.iltte.ee
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-Government allotted ?cjuirod lend, ut owner? have ploughed it 
up. In village falianpur of Aur Block, housd si-tes-demarcated., but L / 
ploughed up again. In village Gharan'J, lend f or h^useT?5tp s i s 
distant and 1 v-lving. In villages Chahol and'Bains, "it it under
water.

Lltage-uehtl ll.v60,000 debt wiped out. In--IndebteGnesg.; In village Hasht< l*.v^0,<
viliege Chak Guru ne r Behranl45000 ’dusC to none/ lender ’Jeeta 
wiped out- in Burj Balma. Is. 70,000. There are ,4 whole-timers in 
the district. • '3C ------

Luo, working Jon H tc a ns icings Extended 103 attended. 6th seat.
>-125

25 villages surveyed. In 4 villages debt of r>-. one lac •wiped out 
'(villages Amargarh,Sahlon, Bains and Chahal Khurd)r La^dy'moriey- 

7 lender Chenn&n of Chahlan loses 25000. In .village /margarh 
moneylender Harm? \Jat loses 40,000.

oe> ■ • v r. : . r

house,-sites. 25 villages surveyed. In 2 villages onargarh and.
Gujarpura plots given. In 23 villages, parc his giyen but no ,1and«.

In village Gujarpura f or mer leas e-hM^eF^ia^oDg35eH' up the 
land allotted -for house-sites. • •" •

Id 3 1 *r. v

Dis trie t H osHl or pur. : -Two At.G. meetihge --held, ^xtende'd meeting 
attendance 161. Fund collected through coupons ^,.2So. Wehra. meetings 90. 
Housesites- In Tehsil Garhshankar, out .of 422" villages plats 
h-rd been given in 300. rr •
? 1 d ag e~ pen si on.. 15 persons assisted to apply. Of them 8 have
received pensions. . , .
Jvacune land ’auction,. 'In 19 out of 30 esses awtion defeated.'1-'

In*.'Bha trans in hoph.iar.au Tehsil suction foiled. : • • •

lor Tlnent: 1200- in 22 villages- Committees set up in 2q villages. 
.«.C. meetings- 3 held.
Crops Good’ in Kandhi side. Damaged in plains. *

Breva lent wages. In Garhshanksr area Ps. 7 to Is.7.50. wi thout food.
JU.V '<--

? is tt. Gurdaspur. 3 working Committee meetings have been held- 
J-ne of- them was ar extended meeting- in which 36 attend’ed’. ’
‘Two D.3. meetings were also held-atisendance in one £5 end in 

antóh^r 60. . n ;
Four" Conventions . attendance’ from 60 to- 225“. *

House-sites... Blotp given in Psthsnkot Tehs.il heirs .and there.
In Gurdaspur and Bat ala. Tehsils no plots given.

..... - •,
In village- Lehofc-i Bra&israanan or the. Basti_ where-Joti“Ham 

liv’es 13 plots given 14 miles from the Best!.
1 Cr Ihdebtedness. Fnxiety^is expressed about future credit nde'ds.

He gave an example of a debtor who took ?s. 90^as loan.,. He had 
already paid Rs. 700^ but it'had only now been*wipe-d 'Out.'-

Bvacuee land: In village Jagowa.1 Bet -auction -was foiled.
Floods: Khet Mazdoors were worst effected but h d not been given
fodder or cash,.

*TCioe. WEe*at price.ranges from Bs*105 to --.125. .

• h------- enrolment 1000 in 2’5 villages*. 5. Committees setup
' < r • ' • ■ 1 -‘i v . ; ui* .....—;,Te hr a , me e ti ng s - 50.

Hjuse-sites : 2o villages surveyed. In village Sandhuan plots given 
.(¿13OX Jhafflk9ur Sahib) In Aopsr and; Mpjri blocks' no ¿lots. ~

o- ./f-- ■..• <rj3 I '

hoph.iar.au
Tehs.il
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0 id - a ge pen s 1 ere : 20 widqnws helped get old age pension. •
'3.0 more applied.; r ' ~ • ,
.¿ep t'.price. n-. 110-125 per quintal’.
Crops : Good. • *- " '

Indebtedness. In village Bjartgarh-inni Lal money-lenders loans 
of 25000 wiped out. r • \ _ '■

• ? < q * - : _ 4 . ’ ♦ ' c • . .
Wages, fó. 4-5 +food.

1
Fund collection^. 400 • ■ ’ ............

~ In at'inda. Chrolment -0. Wehra meeting's- 80- attendance 30 to 100
In joint rally at Bhatinda on 15th August 70> were gh.Ms. 
including 100 womenCjBfig££&§£ Conferences 13. Fund-collection 
--.1215. . ?
Wages; Ps.5-7+food. ’ -• <t ■ ’ . . - w
House-si te So villages .surveyed. Plot distribution in a few • 
placed Hven in village?>3hagiwander where C.M. had performed, 
inauguration plots not giv.en. vX * “

drop -Condition Is g.Òodéj ‘ I ’ - 4 .
Wheat available at fc.125 to r:.14O. In-certain- or ea~s ■ it is not 
available. . . ...
Ferocepur lor Rment 200 in two .vii legesElection held.* -

Whrs meetings- 50- ' q------
3 General Body meetings held attendance .Jalabad-67, Abohar 110 
and Zirc -70. • - * -

01 d a g e p e ns ions 11 applications put in .».5 granted pension.- 
£3vs&uee lands Auction foiled in Sherpur, Fatehpur fhnguan and 
derwan. In village Kishanpura 4J acres auctioned for F .76,000*

Wa;ces s F. I per hour in Jalalabad area and food rnd* £‘ood
per day.
drop condition- good

itser^

’’2.W.J. meetings held , attendance 25 and 20 respectively. Gw,-8, 
mee.tlng 65. • -L / _ .. • •
Enrolment-1800, villages 22, Committee 15, ifehra moetings-57. 
Convention 10(40-100) Successful. ¿1- • - '4-^

Wares : H>. 5-7 pdus food. Average ^'.6+ .food. Jh^na--P^.35-40 ' per
‘acre and food or no- food.•
Nakabandi. la village-Bangsn on wage question forq5 days. .

' dice transplantation wage increased from 35 to r-438-per acre.
?ut in 20 applications for old-age and' 10 for loans.

House-sites In Verka Block 12 villages surveyed. In 7 villages 
plots "given. Applications for -29 villages sent to Housing Minister 
in connection with house-sites. 21 applications sent for depots.

Crops- Maize damaged. £addy good, wheat price ^.110-115 per.Ql.

? und Coll ec t i on . Ps. 322.50 through Conventions and coupons.. _ **
Whole-timers 5. Reports from'them read. - --
Surplus land 18 persons were given possession- of surplus land

^/But the land-owners dispossessed them. .

~d.es/jlutions and decisions : Resolutions were adopted on the following:- 

(1) On Bangle Desh tragedy as counter-revolutionary handi-work of

d.es/jlutions_and_decisions_:_Resolutions_were_adopted_on_the_following:-%281%29_On_Bangle_Desh_tragedy_as_counter-revolutionary_handi-work_of
d.es/jlutions_and_decisions_:_Resolutions_were_adopted_on_the_following:-%281%29_On_Bangle_Desh_tragedy_as_counter-revolutionary_handi-work_of
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of U.S. imperialism and Internal reaction. Tributes to Mujib.

. \z-'~
(2) Sup3ort to Helonski Conference decisions as victory of UoS.S.R. 
policy of detente.1

(3) For relief to food-affected people of Gurdaspur and Amritsar.
Districts-especially to agricultural workers.

(4) Demanded for rescinding recent amendment to Punjab Land
Reforms (Amendment) 3.111.

(5) On indebtedness legislation and for steps to meet 
credit needs of rural poor.

(6) On House-sites question-reports exaggerated- progress 
baiting . Call for acceleration of effort.

(7) For withdrawal of ca.es against workers involved in evacuee 
land struggle in Swatantar Nagar. Gondwrl land struggle
in district Amritsar and anti-Mehngal struggle in Ludhiaiaa 
town.

(8) Regarding defects in sugar distribution and demand for 
chullha tax in some places.

/
01 her dec i s i an s.

I
1. fhe next Annual Session of the Sabha be held in the first 
week of January, 19^ in Dor aha, District Ludhiana.

2. Next meeting of W.C. be held in Ludhiana at 11 A.M. 
on 12th October next.

3O The month of September be observed for Special Enrolment,
drive o

4. Letter be written tovSocisl Welfare Minister enclosing
list of nominees on District keifere Committees. Distt.
General Secretaries be included in the list. Also since 
concrete suggestions be made in regard to Social Welfare 
measures.

xj

'U <jL a *7"

4- Z'-X % 2_0 a

Hsri cJngh. 
9.9.1975. 
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Meetlnf of State Khet Mazdoor Sub-Committee 
held at Ludhiana on 28.9 «197S.

Presidents ftiaura, Ruldu Khsn, Malkiat Chand Mehll, M,Hari Singh.« 

By 8peoial invitations Saggar Singh and Dana Ram, M.L.A'8.

1« pjufoflim’g RtQgrimfr»
Oh 12th October he will adrese working Committee 

meeting on In ter-national Khet Mazdoor Confernce and latest 
position in the country« On 13th he will adress O.B. 
meeting of Kh.M« Workers of Sangrur district at Maierkotla and 
on 14th October e. similar meeting at Patiala«

2. ot
For further development of the movement, it is 

necessary that other offioe.bearere besides the General 
Secretary assist the district, Bhaura and two Vice presidents 
Saggar Singh Bena Ram should give some dyys a month to 
address We hr a meetings, Conf ereno e etc. in the Dlett* Their 
duties will be assigned at each working Committee meeting 
or in between when possible« Malkiat Chand Mehll will also be 
sent to other districts now and then«
3. Functioning of state m. M.°ffloa.

It has become essential to function of ¿led of state Kh.M. 
efflsdftenoyly« It cannot be done without appointing an office 
Secretary« Consultation may be had with Klsan Sabha to have a 
Joint Secretary to begin with«

4. axsxe ¿as teas aiatricf.
Arrears of rs. 503 were still due from districts for 

the period before the Mansa Session of the Sabha l©80,were 
from district as price of Resolutions of Mansa Session« The 
total arrears are ns. 1583« raridkot end Ferozepur districts 
have paid up their dues« Other districts should be prssed to pa..

The Minimum Wage Schedule was published in a Folder 
form last time in 1972-73. The state Labour Department 
should be asked to issue a folder again this time containing 
the Schedule of revised wages and other relevant information.

Khet Mazdocr Sabha Ihits have participated in Anti
fascist Conventions at District and Lover levels« Aiti-F sclst 
Convention at State level is being held at Jullundur 
on 8.9 and 10 November, 1975.

Khet Mazdoor should be mobilised in full for oe for 
participation in the Convention«

7« Efforts should be continued to forge joint front of Khet 
Mazdoor under our Influence and those under Congress 
influence for implementation of 20-polnt programs«

Land Reformsi- Latest position was explained- Congress8.



President's guide-lines on the subject« Joint movement should 
be built for amendment of Punjab Hot In the light of Congress Rresl 
dent's guide-lines and experience of Implementation of the Aot«
9. goua<-Blt»»i Situation r«ti«v«4. Struggl« for
house-sites has become main struggle of the current period« Hass 
upsurge on the issue« Concntte struggle. There is more 
activity on official level too«

10. IfflialattaB* CaspXslnto r—elved of
attachment of property In lieu of court decrsee in B^reta area and 
of Court decrees being issued in An&ndpur«

The Act received assent of Governor on 12th August and 
<es notified in the official Gssette on 13th August. Any 
proceedings against beneficiaries on 13th August end thereafter 
are illegal«

□cm» Saggar Singh reported that A«C.I. Gurdev Singh of 
Bahgapurana had compelled fchat Kasdocr debtor Ja^at Singh of 
Gfeendesna to pay up B« 700 to the money lender« fei was kept 
in rolioe custody for two d ays on 14th and 16th August« He was 
ooeroed into handing over hie buffalo In lieu of debt«

But his wife and other remonstrated with the police and 
money lender«

Sagger Singh brought the conduct of M«8,X« to the notice of 
S.P« Faridkot who retired the official pre-maturely«

. khet Masdocr Sub-Committee of Ludhisna £1 strict had met«
Zt had been decided to collect !b« 15000 for Dor aha session of 
Punjab Ihet Mazdoor sabha«

In this period, there hsd been Makebandi of Sh«Mazdoors 
on Istnie of wages in village Kup Kurd district Sungrur. Khaura 
had talked tol.Q, and D«I.G«<Bswa) at Chandigarh on
this Issue« 8«P« had been telephonic ally Instructed from Chandigarh 
to intervene,

ft.K* had met Housing Minister Girlnder Kaur md also 
Secretory Tohra of the Department# They noted complaints in 
relation to house-sites and promised to write to Deputy 
Commissioners«



PUNJAB KHET M.AZDOOR ,SA3HA

/A. ' J . 345, Ajov Bhavan,
/ ■ Sector 21-A,

. * •• . Chandigarh.
Resolutions adopted by 16th Annual Session of Punjab 
Khet Mazdopr. Sabha held at Mansa" on 21st, 22nd and 
23r d Marph, 1975.. / '

•“ . i
i. ■ ' . - _ ’r ' J.

1. M a^e N ak ab an d i a o ogniz ab1 e of f < oqe . ’

To suppress struggles of agricultural workers for 
better wage and other rights, tb e rural rich enforce’socio-Economic 
boycott or Nakabandi against th> The workers are not allowed 
to cut grass even from foot patK_s' or graze cattle in Common Lands. 
Sometimes shopkeepers are forbidden .to sell them eatables or other 
consumer articles. An employer T? -empl-oyrg.anv-worker at ^higher 
rate is .fined. Kheti Bari Union rich in Ludhiana’’di strict’ even" go 
round neighbouring villages exhorting land-owners not to employ 
striking workers of a particular village*' ■ •

. . . " '. s. 7 .... •• * •*'
j The'Punj ab Khet Mazdoor Sabha. has_.zf or vears agitated 

demanding that such Nakabandis bo declared 'a c ogni zable .off ence 
and the culprits be meted out deterrent punishments.

This session welcomes unanimous adoption by’Punjab . 
7idhan.Sa.bha in the Bud ret S ess i ^n, 1975, of a resolution moved bv 
Sabha WorkingaCommittee member sagrar Singh', M.L.A, to the effect 
that Nakabandi be made a cognizable offence.-

The Session urges the State Government to frame a 
suitable legislation on the subject to defend the interests of 
agricultural workers'. u -• : /•••

.. • , \ • A'A-g .j
The session further demands that imtf-unt'onchability 

(offences) Amending Bill pending before Parliament be passed 
at -an early date and provision h included in it making Nakabandi 
a cognizable offence.

2• Struggle for wa.ge increase

In pursuance of decision of tljiatd Conference of B.K.M.U., 
the agricultural workers of Punj-'h launched wage struggle in the 
summer months of 1974.

» . - • • R. _

. • Working Committee of the Sat ha. brought out 20,000 posers 
» besides hand bills b^ some local units. Dharnas and demon-i tret ions

were held, at twenty district 'and sub-divisional headquarters. For 
a week from 23rd to 29t'h July, twenty-two squads flag-marched 
covering 725 villages. In this period, IS’!’public meetings and 682 
Wehra meetings were held covering tens of thousands of agricultural 
workers..

In dozens of villages in almost all districts of the State 
Agricultural workers struck w^rk to secure‘wage increase and 
better conditions of employment. rn some cases, strikes lasted up 
t o 3 t o 4 weeks •

In most cases, the-' came ou’ successful despite severe 
Nakabandi and secured increase in daily wag^s by Fs. 1 to 2 and

»
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even more. Wages for transplantabi on of p ad d^*’were “'also increased.

This' session demands that:-

1. A fresh Committee be, set up immediately for up-ward revision
of minimum wnro rates for agricultural workers in consonance 
with increase in the cost of living since 1972.when the 
miaimum wage schedule was last fixed. Minimum wage rate 
for a. day*s work be fixed at Rs. T plus food and for 
attached worker Rs.- lSoo a year plus food.

■. ■ .... 2. Daily hours - of work should be fixed at" £“.
3. . Over-time piavment be made at twice the aormalr ate.
4. .A legislation be passed on Kerala patt er# to safeguard

interests of agricultural workers. ’ .

5... A separate Inspectorate under Labour Department be set up
to lb k' after' implementation of minimum / ages for e^ri.cultu>l 
workers"«- • -. . .

3.Question of House' sites.

The’Central" Scheme for distribution -f free h^use sites to 
rural'wage workers iA the Silver Jubilee ^ear of independence from 
15th August,1972 to 15th August 1973 proved a fiasco in-our State*
Narora Congress"Camp had again promised distribution'of house sites 
by 15th February,1975, but it too is eroving Illusory •

In the meanwhile, the oririna.1 scheme has been whittled down.
Due to financial stringency, the Central Govt, has expressed Its 
inability to finance the scheme which has now been transferred to the 
States. Now 40 workers are being accommodated on each acre of lend ns 
against 20 proposed to be accommodated on an acre of land originally.
No finances are being ear-marked to d evoloo. the land. It will lead to 
emergence of slums. '■ 7 '

Of 3.20 lac persons whose applications for- house sites had been 
accepted, only" a small percentage wore given actual, physical possession 
of land. But bv September 1973 a ly4 ng claim was'made that 1.84 
lac-workers had been given' posses-s-lon... ..Butamostly ..it was paper 
allotment. ' .....

The Gram Panchayats had placed 7098 acres of Pane hay at lands 
at the ,disposal of State Government'which has, however, failed to 
utilise them for the' purpose for which they were given. Rs. 1080 crores 

■were bud-petted for 1974-75 for land acquisition and Rs. 2 crores more 
have been;e ar-marked for the year 1975-75. But the pace of land 
.acquisition is slow and the amount so far budpetted will not suffice 
to purchase the area required t^ accommodate all the beneficiaries 
of the scheme.

In contrast to di sma.l record ^f Punjab State Govt., Kers-la Govt, 
had built 1 lac houses by mobilising local resources a<d voluntary 
labour and gifts* them 10 a pricultur a.l w orkers •

This session demands that;-

, 1. The area of Panchayat lands madn available to the State
Govt.‘be distributed immediately.



A note on
Pun j sb Land Reforms (Amendment) Bill passed bv Punjab 
□ tats Assembly on 9b h August .1975

•k»
( 37 Master Har1 Singh)J. u-

The Bill was passed bv the As£-mblv on 9th August after a ver^ 
brief discussion^ Copies of the Bil" were sullied to members verv 
late. . • ' • .

‘ ~. It is a retrograde measures which seeks^to legalise
a caterer^ of Benami transaction i.e. purchase bTT collusive 
tenants'of landlord of surplus' lands under section-18 of Punjab 
Security of Land Tenures Act, 195S, (Called Punjab law under Punjab 
Land Reforms Act of 19?2) In violation of provision of Section lO-A(a) 
(b) fend (c) of one Act,. It is land reforms in reverse gear. It is 
paradoxical that such a measure should have been passed bv our 
Assemble after the declaration of T&ergencv and urgent call given 
b"'r the Prime Minister to step up implementation of land reforms a 
most important Item in her 21-poir.t programme. On 30th Jul,r, Chief 
Minister G?ani Z-ail Singh declared on the fleer of the Assemble that 
813. Benami transactions would be cancelled and land thus secured would 
be distributed among the rural poor, But on 9th August, quite 
centrar'1 o thus declaration, Revenue Minister Uni so Singh 
staged a legislative coup d’etat tv rushing through this Bill 
legalising certain benami transact lens violative of the provisions 
of the Punjab Law<

The Bill makes amendments in the main to section 15 of the Act.

>-LjL :

. HAPii 1 I on . 5

Section 15 of the Act enables a tenant with 6 ^ears of continuous 
occupation of his ten an c’r landt. outside the reserved area of the 
landlord) to purchase his tenancy j/nd at concenssi anal orlce of 
ftn 200 per acre or 90 times the land revenue^ whichever was less). 
This concession was eirsadv An existence under the PEPgU law and was 
now extended to tenants oerst-while Punjab c

Seoti.cn 18^ of, Puni ab Law

Under this section also a. tenant with 6 ^ears, continuous 
occupation of his tenancy j-nd (outside the reserve area) could 
purchase it, but at a. high price ox throe fourth of the market 
price.. Most'of the deserving tenants could not therefore avail of 
their right to purchase land at suen prohibitive price

The landlords h'.»‘/<~v-cr put uc c’f Lu-sive tenants to app!”1 for 
purchase of surplus land^ to defeat uhe objective of the '¿ct.

Ins^n on of Beotian 70-.A

Through amendment of section 10 of Punjab law, provision was 
made to safeguard the declared or pooential surplus area so that 
State Cvt/;.c could ¡All sv It for^rRsstclement of eligible tenants 
( iep, tenants oi small. lhid-^nW<A r those ejected or ejectable 
from reserved areas of landlords).

Sect ion 
applicable 
amendment a

.O-A(a) was added bv Act 11 of 1955 and was made 
th effect irem l,5tn Àpc-l 1,1953, through a subsequent

isSect 1 or 10Af a; r-ead;
r of ate Ocvf, or snTT officer empowered b,r i t in this behalf, 

shaii be competent to utilise an^r surnlus area for the 
r es e ft 1 em an t of to no nt s.

«-*+'• Pi-ru-nectior
surplus area for the 

b ejected or to be ejected, under 
)n (1, of Section 9*h
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This amendment was made to prevent landlords fran iriucting 
collusive tenants on-’surplus lands after the commencement of the \ot 
and making them apply for purchase of land. But the landlords in 
collusion with certain Revenue Officers continued to violate this 
provision. The amending Bill seeks to condone these violations.

Whxr this amending Bill ?

• In the statement of Objects and Reasons, attempt has been made 
to shew that it Is an innocent piece of legislation to enable 
deserving tenants with 6 vears’ of continuous occupation to purchase 
their tenancy lands. If the aim Is to help deserving tenants, why 
legalise purchases made bTr so-called tenants in violation of 
provisions of section 10-A. T he Supreme Court judgment to which 
reference has been made clearlv laTrs down that a tenant inducted bv a. 
landlord on surplus area after 15th April, 1953, i.e. after commencement 
of the Act, Is not entitled to purchase land under section 18 of Punjab 
law. The Supreme Court was not therebv making anv new law. It was 
merelv giving correct interpretation of section 10(A) of the Punjab 
Law.

The judgment was delivered on 21st January, 1974, in Civil Appeal 
N0.17550-1756 of 1967- State of Punjab and others-Appelants 
7s. Amar Singh and on other-respondents.

Relevant portion of the judgment reads»-

” The person who is entittled to purchase under section 18 
is a tenant i.e. a person lawfully Inducted on the land 
as tenant. Once a land Is held to be part of the surplus 
land of the landlord, It rests with the state Govt. Tor 
being disposed of for resettlement of t enants and any 
disposition of the same by the landlord after April 15,
1953, would be invalid, against the Govt’s cle4.m to
dispose of it. That is the effect of section 10-A(a) 

and (b). Therefore in respect of an^ land to which the 
State Government makes a. claim Tor resettlement on-“the 
ground of Its being surplus, any person inducted bv the 
landlord after April 15,1953, would have no right to it as 
a tenant, and would not be able to avail of section 18*.

The logical consequence of this judgment was that &11 purchases 
of surplus land by collusive tenants were invalid and such surplus 
areas shouldhave been taken over bv the Government. If it really 
wanted to cancel benomis, this judgment gave it legal weapon to 
cancel one category of Benamis.

The Revenue Minister, however, as representative of landlords has 
rushed through a Bill to legalise these Benamis.

Was anv amendment of Section 15 needed ?
Under section 15 of the Act, 7778 tenants had applied for 

purchase of their lands. Of them 593 applications had been accepted and 
1649 were rejected, while 5536 were pending as in March,1975. GfriT'r 
one year’s time was given i.e. till 1st Aprii;i974, to the tenants to 
put in applications. Those who could not appl^ in time lost the benefit 
accruing under this section.

Therefore amendment should have been effected to remove this time bar
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sane pro-lend lard Collectors, for instance that of 
Fazlika mis-inter preted the Suprème Court judgment to mean that 
onlTr those tenants were eligible to purchase land under Section 15 
who were tenants of the (tenone^ lands also in 1953. Stach Collectors 
asked applicants to produce Girdawari records for 20 *ears since 
1953 whereas the law provided for production of proof of continuous 
occupation for 6^7ears onlv, •

We have alwavs held and do still hold that this is misconstruc
tion of Supreme Court judgment«

If*, howeveramendment is to^be made to clarify the 
confusion, it mav be provided that tenants with continuous 
occupation of their lands for 6 Years as on the appointed date
i.e. 24th Januarv,197l, or thereafter shall be eligible to 
purchase their lands under section 15.

Mr. In fact an amendment like 
l.C. Puri in the State Lan

agreed to bv us.

It is a paradox'that Punjab State Government in its appeal 
to the Supreme Court fought for securing this judgment and 
when the verdict was given in its favour it has sought to 
nullify fruit thereof through an amending Bill.

J A
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A note on
pvnjhb Land, Rèi'^ms (Amendment) Bill passed bv Punjab 
State Assemble on 9tb August, ±97 5

( 37 Master Hari Singh)-u □- J.

The Bill was passed bxr the Assemble on 9th August after a ver’^ 
brief discussion,, Copies of the Bil' were sullied to members ver^ 
late. ■ " . ’ ' n . ,1 ' ?

' ,•• u Tt is a retrograde measures which seeks'“! o legalise
a cue eg or” of Benami transaction j ,o, purchase b^ collusive 
tenants “of landlord of surplus lands under sect ion-18 of Punjab 
Security of Land Tenures Act, 1951, Copied Punjab law under Punjab 
Land Reforms Act- of 1972) in violation of provision of Section lO-A(a), 
(b) find (c) of the Act,, Tt Is lari reforms in reverse gear» It is 
paradoxical that such a measure si.; ' ' .1.1 C h are been passed bTr our 
Assemble after the declaration of tnerrenc'’’ end urgent call given 
bv the Prime Minister to step up implementation of land reforms a 
most Important item in her 21-poSnt programme. On 30th lulTr, Chief 
Minister G^ani Zail Singh declared on* the Moor of the Assemble that 
ail Benami transactions would he e enelleu and land thus secured would 
bn distributee among the rural pooit But on 9th August, quite 
contrary to this police declaration- Revenue Minister Umrao Singh 
staged a legisla"ive coup cfciat t" rushing through this Bill 
legalising certain, tor. ami transactJ; ns violative of the provisions 
of the Punjab paw-.

The Bill mates amendments in the main to section 15 of the Act. 

What is section 3 5 ?

lection lb of the ?! enables a tenant with 5 5fears of continuous 
occupation of his benan?’r lsnd( outside the reserved area of the 
landlord) to purchase his t enanc? j.-und at concenss’ onal nr ice of 
ftn 200 per acre or 90 time's the laud revenues whichever was less). 
This concession was already in oxi stance under the PBFSU law and was 
now extended to tenants cl erst-woiie Punjab «>

Section 13 of Punjab

Under ibis section also a. tenait with 3 ^ears, continuous 
occupât ion of his b nancy land (outride the reserve area) could 
purchase it. but at a nigh price oi throe fourth of the market 
price- Most of the deserving tenants could not therefore avail of
their right t< purchase land. sue i; pr oh lo it i e pr ice

The landlords however put ur c .u: ve tenants to appl^ for
purchase of

Insérai on

.ns lande -O Jefea'u -.he objective of the ct 

Boot ion 19--A

Through amendment if sootier. 10 of Punjab law. provision was 
made co safeguard the declared or potential surplus area so that 
St;?!te Govt, could utilise it few nfnevtlament of eligible tenants 
( ï,f , tenant s of small land-^wrirb’hr those ejected or electable 
fr cm r e i ere a d ar t as oJ " i an d 1 or 6s ) »

Beetle,a 1O.»AV a) was added bv mt 11 of 1955 and was made 
apptics n^e -nth effect from 15 th Ar~'v Ï, 1953, through a subsequent 
amendment s

Sec t i on AC, -..1(3) reach as îoliousd.-
r Pi cib1 Govt c or emp over e d b’7 it in this behalf,
shall be ecuipetipt to utllu e am-’ surplus area for the 
resettlement of ten; its, ejected or to be ejected, under 
elaut-.-i.-i-/ '-'I ,f j-vC—sd.pion f ? of Sects on 9*h
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This amendment was made to prevent landlords fran irfucting 
collusive tenants an*surplus lands after the commencement of the Act 
and making them apply for purchase of land. But the landlords in 
collusion with certain Revenue Officers continued to .violate this 
provision. The amending Bill seeks to condone these violations*

Whxr this amending Bill ?

In the statement of Objects and Reasons, attempt has been made 
to show that it is an Innocent piece of legislation to enable 
deserving tenants with 6 vears* of continuous occupation to purchase 
their tenancy lands. If the aim is to help deserving tenants, wh’’’ 
legalise purchases made bv so-called tenants in violation of 
provisions of section 10-A* I he Supreme Court judgment to which 
reference has been made clear 1” la,rs down that a tenant Inducted bv a 
landlord on surplus area after 15th April, 1953, i.e, after commencement 
of the het, Is not entitled to purchase land under section 18 of Punjab 
law. The Supreme Court- was not thereby making anv new law. It was 
merely giving correct interpretation of section 10(A) of the Punjab 
Law. _ . • ' ■

The judgment was delivered *n £lst J'anuarv, 1974, in Civil Appeal 
N0.17550-1756 of 1967- State of Punjab and others-Appelants •
Vs. Amar Singh and onother-respcadents.

Relevant portion of the judgment readss-
” The person who Is eitittled to purchase under section 18 

is a tenant i.e. a person lawfully inducted on the land 
as tenant. Once a land Is held to be part of the surplus 
land of the landlord, it rests with the state Govt. Tor 
being disposed of for resettlement of tenants and any 
disposition of the .same by the landlord after April 15,
1953, would be invalid, against the Govt’s claim to
dispose of it. jbvat is the effect of section 10-A(a) 

and (b). Therefore in respect of anv land to which the 
State Government m ues a claim Tor resettlement on*the 
ground of its being surplus, any person inducted bv the 
landlord after Ajril 15« 1953, would have no right to it as 
a tenant, and would nob 13 able to avail of section 18w.

The logical consequence of this judgment was that &11 purchases 
of surplus land by collusive tenants were invalid and such surplus 
areas shouldhave been taken over bv the Government. If it really 
wanted to cancel benamis, tJaia judgment gave it legal weapon to 
cancel one category of Benaris.

The Revenue Minister, hc.weyer, as representative of landlords has 
rushed through a Bill to legalise these Benamis.

Was anv amendment of Sect! on_l5_needed ?
Under Section 15 of the Aa;., tenants had applied for

purchase of their lands* Cf thera 593 applications had been accepted and 
1649 were rejected, while 5536 “rere sending as in March,1975. Cnlv 
one year’s time was given he. till 1st AprI171974, to rhe tenants to 
put In applications. Those who could not applv in time lost the benefit 
accruing under this section.

Therefore amendment should have been effected to remove this time bar
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Some pro-landlord Collectors, for Instance that of 
yazllka mis-int erpr eted the Supreme Court judgment to mean that 
on I57 those tenants were eligible to purchase land under Section 15 
who were tenants of the tenancy lands also in 1953» SUch Collectors 
asked applicants to produce Girdawari records for 20 irears since 
1953 whereas the law provicled for production of proof of continuous 
occupation for 6^years onlvt

We have always held and do still hold that this is misconstruc
tion of Supreme Court judgment» >

If, howeveramendment is to^be made to cla-riF’’ the 
confusion, it mav be provided that tenants with continuous 
occupation of their lands for 6 years as on the appointed date
i.e. 24th January, 1971, or thereafterishall be eligible to 
purchase their lands under section 15.M

' L
In fact an amendment like this proposed b^ former F.C.R.

Mr» I.C. Puri in the State Land Advisorv Committee was readily 
agreed to b^r us.

I# is a paradox that Punjab State Government in its appeal 
to the Supreme Court fought for securing this judgment and 
when the verflict was given in its favour zit has sought, to 
nullifv fruit thereof through an amending Bill.
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