short transcriptive noteon Man Singh Walia, Jagadhari (Haryana)

wasbomon Decembed, 1931 at Shiropuranow in Pakista. studiedupto fourth standardn the
villageitselfandafterwardgoinedShiropuraHigh schoolandpassednatriculation After partitionmy family
cameto ndia. joinedRailwaysin 1950andbecameaunionmembelin 1955.

n childhood, usedto readaboutnationalleadersandusedto keeptheirphotographsn my room
againsthewishesofmy family members. supportedheCongresshenwhile my family wasstaunchlyanti
Congress.

wasfrom arich landlordfamily andwastheonly malechild. As in British days,votingrightsweregiven
accordingo thelandrevenuepaidby afamily, mytwo unclesandfatherhadvotingrightsaswe hadthree
votesin thefamily. usedo persuadeny uncleso votefortheCongress.

n 1955,when joinedNorthernRailwayWorkersUnion, NTUC, HMS andA TUC usedto work
togethein it. Laterwhenthe NTUC capturedheunion,A TUC andHMS cameoutandformedtheirown
union. Soonaftein 1969,A TUC formedNorthernRailwayswWorkersUnionbecausé& wasnomorepos
sibleto workwith HMS who usedo dominateandgetthe A TUC workersvictimised.However A TUC
unioncouldnotgetrecognisedndattackscontinued Finally theyhadto mergewith HMS led All ndia
RailwaymensFederationn 1992.

TheA TUC ledNRWU wasverypowerfulin JagadharikKalka, Ambala,Delhi andGhaziabad.t was
alsostrongin SoutherrandEastermregions. n 1985-86 therewasapowerfulmovemented by Shanti
Swaroop Gitaram meandothers.Therewasmassiveagitationledby thesdeadersspeciallyyn Ambala
wheremassiveeppressioffollowed. Alongwith severabthers wasalsotransferred.

TherewasalsotheincidentatKalkain 1956wherefive workerswerekilled in thepolicefiring. East
PunjabRailwaysectiorthatusedo coverfrom Amritsarto



A short biographical note on Man Singh Walia, Jagadhari (Haryana)

omrade Man SinghWaliawasbomon Decembei,1931at Shiropuranowin PakistaHe studied
uptofourthstandardn thevillageitself. ThenHejoinedShiropuraHigh schoolandpassednatriculation After
partitionhecameto Indiawith hisfamily. HejoinedRailwaysin 1950andjoinedtheunionin 1955.

In childhood,heusedto readaboutnationalleadersandusedto keeptheirphotographs hisroom
againsthewishesofhisfamily membersHesupportedhe ongressthenwhile hisfamily wasstaunchlyanti
ongress.

Hewasfrom arich landlordfamily andwastheonly malechild. As in British days,votingrightswere
givenaccordingo thelandrevenuegaidby afamily, Waliashadthreevotesfor threebrotherancluding
Walia s father.Waliausedo persuadéisunclego votefor the ongress.

In 1955 ,whenhejoinedNorthernRailwaywWorkersUnion,INTU , HMS andAITU usedo work
togethein it. LaterwhenthelINTU capturedheunion,AITU andHMS cameoutandformedtheirown
union. Soonaftein 1969,AITU formedNorthernRailwayswWorkersUnionbecausé& wasno morepos
sibletoworkwith HMS whousedo dominateandgetthe AITU workersvictimised.However AITU
unioncouldnotgetrecognisedndattackscontinued Finally theyhadto mergewith HMS led All India
RailwaymensFederatiorn 1992.

TheAITU ledNRWU wasverypowerfulin JagadhariKalka, Ambala,Delhi andGhaziabadlt was
alsostrongin SoutherrandEastermegions.ln 1985-86 therewasapowerfulmovementedby Man Singh
Walia, ShantiSwaroop Gitaramandothers.Therewasmassivegitationledby thesdeadersspeciallyin
Ambalawheremassivaeppressiofllowed. Man SinghWaliaandseverabthersveretransferred.

TherewasalsotheincidentatKalkain 1956wherefive workerswerekilled in thepolicefiring. East
PunjabRailway sectionthatusedto coverfrom Amritsarto Delhiwentonhundredbercenstrike which
continuedor 72hours.FerozeGandhiintervenedandall five demandsvereaccepte@xceptheoneonHiill
Allowance.In all theseactivities,MansinghWaliawasaleadingfigureandAITU workerswereatthe
forefront.

In 1960strike,thoughnot consideredo beveryeffective,atleast40percentvorkerstookpartunder
hisleadershipMan SinghWaliawasarrestecaindsentojail with 80workers.Hewasinjail foramonthand
wassuspendetbr ayearwhich endedonly aftertheinterventiommadeby JagjivanrRam,thethenRailway
minister.Laterhewastransferredo Kalkafrom Jagadharin 1961.

In 1968strike,therewashundredercentstrikein thisregiondueto aneffectiveplanning.Eventhe
accountdranchoinedthestrike. Man Singhwasby now divisional presidenbftheunionofsevernwork-
shopsMassarrestgookplace.Latertheywereall release@xcepffive includingMan SinghWalia. As partof
punishmenthewastransferredo Bikaneemworkshopfrom wherehewasshiftedto Saharanpurnn 1968
strike,only AITU workershadbeenvictimisedin largenumbersTheHMS cadresemaineduneffected.
Thereforeadecisionwastakenbythe AITU to formits own union.
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