allapudi Suryanarayana

shortbiographicalnote on Mallapudi Suryanarayanaterviewedon Septembeg2, 2004
at Rajamundri

Mallapudi Suryanarayanaasbomin avillage calledRamarapuranwhich washis maternal
grandfathes placeon 13 March, 1924. He belongedto a poor family thoughhigh casteBrah
min. His fatherwas an intellectualand wrote a critical analysisof RamayanaHe was also an
authorityon Sanskrit.He was generallysympathetido nationalmovement.

When Suryanarayanafatherhadto sell all his landto paybacktheloan, the childrenhadto
leave school. He could study only upto eighth standardand insteadlearnt Sanskrit.His elder
brother,the famouslate leaderBhadramhad alreadyjoined the CommunistParty as a whole
timerin 1939.

By this time the SecondWorld War had started.In Vizag military canteertherewasa va
cancy.The Communistparty in Vishakhapatanamantedsomecomradeto work thereamong
the soldiersand Suryanarayanained. He wasselling partypublicationsandsoonwasaskedoy
the managemerib leave.

fter gettingout ofthe military canteen Suryanarayanaentto the CommunistPartyoffice
planningto leavefor his village. The party secretarypersuadedhim to becomea wholetimerat
jute mill workers union at Chitti Valsawherehis elderbrotherBhadramhadbeenactive and
was arrested.Therewere chargesagainstBhadramthat he did not understangarty line and
couldnotleadtheworkerstowardsstrike. The founderpresidenbfthe unionwas Subbaraand
he was closeto the Congress.

t Chitti Valsa, Sryanarayanaasworking with advocateK VenkateswaraluHardly three
monthshad passedvhentheyboth reorganisedhe union. By 1944, governmentamewith an
orderto gagthe union activistsby not allowing themto speakwithin aradiusof onekm from
teh factoryfor two months.Suryanarayanaasarrestedandputin Tanjavuiail. Howeversoon
boththe brotherswerereleasedrom jail thoughwerebannedfrom enteringVishakhapatanam.
He was arrestedagainin 1949 andwasin Kadloor Centraljail for two years.

fter hisrelease Suryanarayaneamebackto Kolaseemaandbecameawholetimerwith a
wageof only Rs 16 a month. However,by 1952, all whole timerswere askedto takeup jobs.
Sincethen, Suryanarayananevertook any financial help from the party.

However,afterhis releaseéromjail, Suryanarayanaasaskedoy his closefriend Prabhakar
Chaudhryto cometo Rajamundriandbecomedistrict party secretaryof EastGodavari.

Suryanarayanhasbeenexpelledfrom the CommunistPartyfor his anti-partyactivities.



ullapudi Suryanarayana

shorttranscriptivenote on Mallapudi Suryanarayananterviewedon Septembe@2, 2004
at Rajamundri

| wasbornin avillage calledRamarapuramvhich was my maternalgrandfathées placeon
13 March, 1924.1 belongedto a poor family thoughhigh casteBrahmin. My fatherwas an
intellectualandwrote a critical analysisof RamayanaHe wasalsoan authorityon Sanskrit.He
was generallysympathetido nationalmovement.

Whenmy fatherhadto sell all his landto paybackthe loan, the childrenhadto leaveschool.
| could study only upto eighth standardand insteadlearnt Sanskrit.My elderbrother,the fa-
mouslate leaderBhadramhad alreadyjoined the CommunistPartyas a wholetimerin 1939.

By this time the SecondWorld War had started.In Vizag military canteertherewas a va-
cancy.The Communistparty in Vishakhapatanamantedsomecomradeto work thereamong
the soldiersand| joined. | was selling party publicationsand soonwas askedby the manage
mentto leave.

fter getting out of the military canteen] wentto the CommunistParty office planningto
leave for my village. The party secretarypersuadedne to becomea wholetimerat jute mill
workers union at Chitti Valsawheremy elderbrotherBhadramhad beenactive andwas ar-
rested.TherewerechargesagainstBhadramthat he did not understangbarty line andcould not
leadthe workerstowardsstrike. The founderpresidentof the union was Subbaracandhe was
closeto the Congress.

t Chitti Valsa, | wasworking with advocateK VenkateswaraluHardly threemonthshad
passedvhenwe togetherreorganisedhe union. By 1944, governmenttamewith an orderto
gagthe union activistsby not allowing us to speakwithin aradiusof onekm from teh factory
for two months.l wasarrestedandput in Tanjavuijail. Howeversoonl wasreleasedromjail
thoughwere bannedfrom enteringVishakhapatanani.was arrestedagainin 1949 andwasin
Kadloor Centraljail for two years.

fter my release| camebackto Kolaseemaandbecameawholetimerwith awageof only
Rs 16 a month. However,by 1952, all whole timerswere askedto take up jobs. Sincethen, |
nevertook any financial help from the party.

However,aftermy releasdromjail, | wasaskedby my closefriend PrabhakaChaudhryto
cometo Rajamundriandbecomedistrict party secretaryof EastGodavari.

| havebeenexpelledfrom the CommunistPartyrecently.
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