rancjipptive Note
M. Muniandy (Madurai)

The interviewtook placeon 15 March 2005 in Hotel Duke, Maduraiin the afternoon.
The respondenthimself took the trouble of coming to the hotel, and displayedgreat
interest.Due to languageproblem,the respondenspokein Tamil, which was interpreted
into Englishby oneof his colleaguesHe wasinterviewedby Anil Rajimwale.)

My father was himself a timekeeperin Harvey Mills long back. | becameare
electrician.It waswhile working in an spinningmill thatl camein contactwith the T.U
leaderseg. Balu, Ratnam AKG andothers.

It was since 1941 that| beganmy work of organizingthe T.U.S. In thosetimes, there
were no placesor offices; thereforewe had to hold our meetingsamongthe coconut
groves.As on electricianl had an advantagel could go to everyloom for electricwork
and thus could take to every worker. My fatherwas a time-keeperin the samefactory.
One of the congresdeaderswho had his own union in the factory insistedand saw to it
that my fatherwas removedfrom the factory. But that only madethe mattersworsefor
the congresdeaderand his union. We took a firm resolveagainsthim and formed our
own AITUC, union.

| participatedin the 1942 movementMyselfbeingan electricianmadeit easier.

ChakkaraiChettiar,the famousT.U. leader,taughtme a lot. In the late 40s, | began
preparingdemandchartersand otherdocumentsand it was appreciatedy him. In 1948,
| wasaskedto resignmy job andbecomeawholetimers.

During the undergrounddays, two of my co-workerswere shot deadin one of the
incidentsby thepolice. | barelyescaped.

We felicitated me of the famousTamil PoetsM. Manickamon behalfof AITUC and
otherorganisatiorin abig gathering.

My associationwith P. T. Narayananstartedin 1950 when he was madethe office
secretary.

| becamea secretaryof Textile Workers Union in MahalakshmiMills in 1950. We
formedunionsin severalothermills, | keptworking asAITUC activistright till recently.

M. Muniandy TN) Bio-note

He was bom in Madurai on 26 Aug 1920. His father worked as a time-keeperin
HarveyMills 1915 onwards,an importantpositionfor thosetimes. Muni himselfbecame
an electricianafter SSLC. He joined as an electrical operatorin Kodairamanspinning
mills in 1938. A. K. Gopalantook their classesn 1940 and askedthemto work in the
TU.

The unionwasstartedin 1941. Muniandyorganisedhe meetingto establisithe union
in acoconutgrove. It waseasyfor him to contactworks as electrician.

He also participatedin 1942 movementsHe worked with ChakkaraiChettiarin TU
movement.He barely escapedeing shotdeadin 1948;two of his colleagueswvere shot
dead by police. He operatedunion office in 1950. He becamesecretaryof Textile
Workers Union in MahalakshmiMills. Therewas a big strugglein 1965-66. Then he
formedan AITUC unionin SitalakshmiMills, a difficult thingto do.

Thoughhewentto CPI M) for sometime heremainedn the AITUC continuousltill
today.



