Deepak

shortbiographicalnote on M Deepak,PresidentBangaloreDistrict ITUC, interviewed
in Bangaloreon SeptembeR8, 2004

M Deepakwasborn in a village called Kothanoorin Bangaloreon October28, 1935. His
fatherwasa farmer. Theyusedto live in the outskirtsofthe Bangalorecity and Deepakstudied
upto classeight here and laterwent for high schoolto Bangaloreafter which he did a training
for vocationaldiplomafor eight monthsat Vizag port in planttraining which was part of the
coursein 1957.

Deepaloined BharatElectronicsLimited (BEL) in pril, 1958asamechanidrainee. fter
ayearhe wasabsorbedn the plant. Deepakwasretiredin 1993 andjoined the district commit
teeof Bangaloreasvice presidentandafterayearbecamepresidentlLie looksafterEngineering
and GeneralWorkers Union in which thereare4000workersalreadyregistered.

The day Deepakwasmadepermanentn BEL, onewomanemployeevassuspenden the
pretextof misconductThe WorkersUnion in BEL refusedto takeit andall thethreethousand
workerswent on strike. It wasthe first suchexperiencefor Deepak.The managemenked by
managingdirector K Ghoshsurrenderedind the womanworker wastakenback as charges
werewithdrawn.

Thenextstepwastakenby the radiowire makingsectiondominatedoy womenworkerswho
werenotregularisedandunionwas agitatingfor their causein 1962. Insteadof acceptingheir
demandsthe womenwere askedto go homeon the pretextthat therewasno work.

Thewomenaswell astheunionlaunchedanagitationagainsthe stepandagainthemanegement
led by anewmanagingdirectorBB Baligahadto surrenderThe unionwasled thenby ComM
S Krishnan.

In 1966, therewas anotherstrike for eighteendays and factory was totally closedagainst
suspensiomf union vice persidentMSS Raowhen he confrontedthe managementaking up
workersdemandslt wasatime whenworkerswereemotionallychargedandrefusdto leavethe
factory premisesevenalfter the shift wasover. t leastthousandvorkersremainedinside the
factory for five dayswithout food. Thw omenworkers cameto their help who lived in the
hostelsaround.They usadto bring food packetsand throw it overthe gate. Thesegilrs were
from all overthe countryincluding Bengal,Kerala, Tamilnaduand ndhra.

On sixth day, police cameand chasedout the workers. t this stage,someworkersstarted
vascillating.But 505 workerswere firm on their stand.

ComS Dangewasthenmemberof Parlimentandtook up the causeofthe agitatingwork-
ers. ThethenPrimeMinister Indira Gandhirepondedo his appealandworkers demandsvere
accepted.

The managemenihadalso senta reportthatthe union led by the ITUC wasnotoriousfor
creatinginterruptionsin the productionwork astheyhadlaunched350 strikesin aperiodoften
yearsfrom 1956 to '65. However, even after all such allegations,the managementailed to
crushthe union.

Deepakgot actively involved from 1966. For a hike of Rs 25 in teh wages,theworkershad
to launcha strike for 77 dayswithout wagesandthenagainfor a month. However,finally they
got whatthey had demanded.

fter MS Krishnan,the union was led Babu Mathew for nine years. They broughtout a
history of tradeunion movementin BEL.
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| wasbornin avillage calledKothanoorin Bangaloreon October28, 1935. My fatherwasa
farmer. They usedto live in the outskirts of the Bangalorecity and| studiedupto classeight
here and later went for high schoolto Bangaloreafter which | did a training for vocational
diplomafor eightmonthsat Vizag port in planttrainingwhich waspart of the coursein 1957.

| joined BharatElectronicsLimited (BEL) in pril, 1958 asa mechanidrainee. fter ayear
| wasabsorbedn theplant.| wasretiredin 1993 andjoinedthe district committeeof Bangalore
asvice presidentandafterayearbecameresident! look after Engineeringand GeneraWork-
ers Unionin which thereare4000workersalreadyregistered.

Thedayl wasmadepermanenin BEL, onewomanemployeenvassuspendedn the pretext
of misconduct.The WorkersUnion in BEL refusedto takeit andall thethreethousandvorkers
wenton strike. It wasthe first suchexperiencdor me. Themanagemened by managingdirec
tor K Ghoshsurrenderedndthe womanworkerwastakenbackaschargesverewithdrawn.

The nextstepwastakenby the radiowire makingsectiondominatedoy womenworkerswho
werenot regularisechnd unionwas agitatingfor their causein 1962. Insteadof acceptingheir
demandsthe womenwere askedto go homeon the pretextthattherewasno work.

Thewomenaswell astheunionlaunchedanagitationagainsthe stepandagainthe manegement
led by anewmanagingdirectorBB Baligahadto surrenderThe unionwasled thenby ComM
S Krishnan.

In 1966, therewas anotherstrike for eighteendays and factory was totally closedagainst
suspensiorof union vice persidentMSS Raowhen he confrontedthe managementaking up
workersdemandslt wasatimewhenworkerswereemotionallychargedandrefusdto leavethe
factory premisesevenafterthe shift wasover. t leastthousandvorkersremainedinsidethe
factory for five dayswithout food. The omenworkerscameto their helpwho lived in the hos
tels around.They usedto bring food packetsandthrow it overthe gate. Thesegilrs werefrom
all overthe countryincluding Bengal,Kerala, Tamilnaduand ndhra.

On sixth day, police cameand chasedout the workers. t this stage,someworkers started
vascillating.But 505 workerswerefirm on their stand.

ComS Dangewasthenmemberof Parlimentandtook up the causeof the agitatingwork-
ers. ThethenPrimeMinister Indira Gandhirepondedo his appealandworkers demandsvere
accepted.

The managemeniad also senta reportthat the union led by the ITUC wasnotoriousfor
creatinginterruptionsin the productionwork astheyhadlaunched350 strikesin aperiodoften
yearsfrom 1956 to '65. However, even after all such allegations,the managementailed to
crushthe union.

| got actively involved from 1966. For a hike of Rs 25 in the wages,the workershad to
launcha strike for 77 dayswithout wagesandthenagainfor a month. However,finally theygot
whatthey haddemanded.

fter MS Krishnan, the union was led Babu Mathew for nine years. They broughtout a
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