hort biographicahoteon

Kulwant Singh,Jagadhar{fHaryana)

Kulwant ingh, amajorrailwayleaderwasbomin 1933in avillage calledDaduwaliin ialkot district
(Pakistan)After partition,hecameto Indiain 1947with hisfamily. Hewasa 15-year-oldoythen.His father
hadahotelin Rawalpindi.Theydid nothaveanyancestraproperty.As theywerelandlesshotelwastheonly
sourceofincome.While comingto India,thefamily hadlosteverythingandKulwant ingh hadto takeup ajob
in 1949in RailwaysasafourthgradeemployeeBut hecontinuedwith his studiesevenaftertakingup ajob
andpassednatriculationin 1950.

It wasatthis stagevhenhestartedeadingaboutRussiaandalsoaboutChineseevolution. oon hewas
transferredo Jagadharandgotinvolvedin themovemenin theRailways.

It wasatthis stagaevhenatKalka, therailwaymencameoutwith five demand®nwhichtherewas
deadlockFinally, asthechairmanGB Pandeyvasgoingto himla in amotorcarfrom Kalkarailway station,
theworkerstriedto stophim by coveringthetracks.Thechirmanrefusedo evenlistento theirdemandsThe
undeterredvorkerscouldnotbedispersedvith lathichargeandthenthepoliceresortedo firing. At leastfive
workerswerekilled andmanywoundedln supportoftheworkersentireareaventon lighteningstrike.
Kulwant ingh organisedheworkersatJagadharandtherewastotal strike. Eventhecitizensfrom thetown
cooperateavith therailwaymen.

In Punjabwhenthecall for strikewasgivenin 1960,thegovernmentvaswell preparedo facethe
situationandnotto repeatheeventsof 1956.

In 1960strike,Kulwant ingh activelytookpartin theagitationahctivities. Thosedayslargenumbeliof
workersusedto participatan agitations andJullundherBhatinda,Ludhiana Kalkawerethecentresof
agitationin Punjabwhichhadbecomevolatile againstheBlack OrdinanceofthethenPrimeMinisterJawahar
Lal NehruagainstheRailwayworkers movementThestrikecall wasgivenby JaiprakasiNarayan.

Inthemovement2500AITUC cadreswverevictimised.As aconsequencdéheholdofthe AITUC over
RailwayMen's Federatiorgotweakened.

In 1971,the AITUC formedits own organisationn thenortherrzone,calledNorthernRailwaywork-
ers Unionwhichhadoverwhelmingsupporthoughdid haverecognition.Graduallyseveraleaderdeft the
unionbecause&vithoutrecognitiont wasnotpossibleto function.

In 1972-73 therewasbanevenongatemeetingsTheAlITUC unionwasundeterre@andatJagadhatri,
theworkersunderthe leadershipof Kulwant ingh decidedto violatetheban. At least21 workershad
decidedo facepunishmentEveryday sevenvorkersstartedspeakingatthegate, Theadministratiorhadto
surrendeandsincethentherewasneverban.

Theworkersweremilitant andtheentireareafrom Kalkato Jagadhamnwascalled“RedBelt”.

In 1974,whenthecall for agitationwasgiven, strikecommitteevasformedalongwithHM andINTL'C
forjoint action. Thoughtheworkersfrom all categoriecameforwardin this strike,the Loco Running taff



anted to bargainfortheiro n categoryandtheirparticipationas atalo key.

In thejoint actionCommittedor strugglingrail aymen, theprominenunionsere HMS andtheAITUC
ledNorthernWorkers Unoin. Therecognitionfor HMS ledunion.NorthernRail aymen’sFederationas
ithdran andthegovernmeninadeit aconditionthatunlessGeorgd-ernandesesignedhey ould notget
backtherecognition.Finally Georgd-ernandesesignedandthe Federatiorgotbackits recognition.

Ho ever theJCMhadkilled thefighting capacityofthe orkers. Kul ant Singhandotheractivistshad
opposedt atAjmer conventionHo ever, after1974,thereas nonationallevel agitaion.

In thisstrike,themaindemandas bonusandtheygotit. In 1960,thestrike as forminimum ages but
governmentefusedln 1974, age parity as alsodemandetutrefusedHo ever, in 1960and 1968,all
centralgovernmenemployee$iadtakenpartin theagitation hile in 1974,onlyrail aymen tookpartin the
strike.



6- Shorttranscriptive noteon Kulwant Singh,Jagadhari (Haryana)

wasbomin 1933in avillage calledDaduwaliin Sialkotdistrict(Pakistan) After partition,ourfamily
cameto ndiain 19471 wasa 15-year-oldboythen.My fatheradahotelin Rawalpindi. Theydid nothave
anyancestraproperty. Astheywerelandlesshotelwastheonly sourceofincome While comingto ndia,the
family hadlosteverythingand hadto takeup ajob in 1949in RailwaysasafourthgradeemployeeBut did
notleavemy studiesevenaftertakingup ajob andpassednatriculationin 1950.

wasgreatlyinterestedn theworld eventsandfollowedthedevelopments RussieandChina.Chinese
revolutioninfluencedmealot. Soon wastransferredo Jagadharandgotinvolvedin themovementn the
Railways.

t wasatthis stagewhenat Kalka, therailwaymencameoutwith five demand®nwhichtherewas
deadlockFinally, asthechairmanGB Pandeyvasgoingto Shimlain amotorcarfrom Kalkarailwaystation,
theworkerstriedto stophimby coveringthetracks.Thechairmarnrefusedo evenlistento theirdemandsThe
undeterreavorkerscouldnotbedispersedvith lathichargeandthenthepoliceresortedo firing. At leastfive
workerswerekilled andmanywounded. n supportoftheworkersentireareaventonlighteningstrike.
organisedheworkersatJagadharandtherewastotal strike. Eventhecitizensfrom thetowncooperate@ith
therailwaymen.

n Punjabwhenthecall for strikewasgivenin 1960,thegovernmentwaswell preparedo facethe
situationandnotto repeatheeventsof 1956.

n 1960strike, was ableto mobilisetheworkerin largenumbersn theagitationalctivities.Thosedays
JullundherBhatinda Ludhiana Kalkawerethecentresofagitationin Punjabwhichhadbecomevolatile
againstheBlack OrdinanceofthethenPrimeMinister Jawahat al NehruagainstheRailwayworkers
movementThestrikecallwasgivenby JaiprakasiNarayan.

n themovement2500A TUC cadresverevictimised.As aconsequencéheholdoftheA TUC over
RailwayMen's Federatiorgotweakened.

n 1971,theA TUC formedits ownorganisationn thenortherrnzone calledNorthernRailwayWork-
ers Unionwhichhadoverwhelmingsupporthoughdid haverecognition.Graduallyseveraleaderdeft the
unionbecaus&ithoutrecognitionit wasnotpossibleo function.

n 1972-73therewasbanevenongatemeetingsTheA TUC unionwasundeterreégndatJagadhari,
wedecidedo violatetheban. convincedheworkersandadecisionwastakento involve 21 workerswho
wouldfacepunishmentEveiyday,severworkersaddressethemeetingatthegate. Theadministratiorhadto
surrendeandsincethentherewasneverban.

Theworkersweremilitant andtheentireareafrom Kalkato Jagadhanwascalled“RedBelt”.
n 1974 whenthecall for agitationwasgiven, strikecommitteavasformedalongwithHMS and NTUC

forjoint action. Thoughtheworkersfrom all categoriexameforwardin this strike, theLoco RunningStaff
wantedto bargainfor theirown categoryandtheirparticipationwasatalow key.



n thejoint actionCommittegfor strugglingrailwaymen theprominenunionswereHMS andtheA TUC
ledNorthernWorkers Unoin. Therecognitionfor HMS ledunion,NorthernRailwaymens Federationwas
withdrawnandthegovernmeniadeit aconditionthatunlessGeorgd-ernandesesignedheywouldnotget
backtherecognition.Finally Georgd-ernandeesesignedandthe Federatiorgotbackits recognition.

HowevertheJCMhadkilled thefighting capacityoftheworkers.Wehadopposedt alongwithother
activistsatAjmer conventionHowever after 1974 therewasno nationallevel agitaion.

n 1974strike,themaindemandvasbonusandwe gotit. n 1960,thestrikewasfor minimumwagesut
governmentefused.n 1974, ,wageparitywasalsodemandedutrefused However,in 1960and1968,all
centralgovernmenemployeesadtakenpartin theagitationwhile in 1974,only railwaymenrntookpartin the
strike.
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