atancherry. T..Abu fromedagroupandbeatup thesesoldiersand stoppecdhis
misbehaviourThenin 1944 T. .Abu resignedhis P&T job in thegovt. His fatherwas
very sadanddiedin 1945. In 1945 hejoined CPIl asawholetimer. In 1946 T. .Abu
startedwork with thelegendryTU leaderof Keralai.e. GeorgeChadayamurin the
CochinPort& CargoLabourUnion. T..Abu wasmadeGen-Secretarand Georgewas
the President.It wasthetime when Achutanandanvasthe StateGen-Secretarpfthe
party. Thefirst demandoverwhich T. .Abu beganhis TU work 'wasfor end ofthe
contractsystem for the port and dockworkers. The British govt, rejectedit thoughthey
wereregularisingport anddockworkersin UK. ThenRIN utiny took placeandthe
famousPunarpayalastruggleand uprisingtook placein the heartofrural Kerala. Party
wasundergroundand everybodywas evadingarrest. After independencen 15 August
1947 all arrestwarrentsagainstthe communistsverewithdrawn. But then Calcutta
congresof 1949took placeandBTR replacedP.C.Joshi and startedthe armed
revolutionagainsthe ‘runningdog of imperialism i.e. P Nehru. In 1948the GOI
passedhe Dock WorkersRegulationof EmploymentAct but the party being
undergroundhusthey could not do muchfor workersthroughit.

In 1949all including T. .Abu werearrestedand remainedin jail for over2 anda half
years.The TU movementwaslostin somewaysto themdueto thefact that much ofthe
main leadershipvasbehindbars. After comingout ofjail in mid-198 T. .Abu started
work in the port and dock workers. Fromthenhavebeenin the struggleofthe port
workerstill today. In 1960sandlate 50sbecamea key functionaryofthe TUI in WFTU
that dealswith portsanddocks. In 1969waselectedas Councillor of the Cochin
Corporation. LaterbecameGen-Seand Presideniofthe All India Portand Dock and
WaterfrontworkersFederatiorandremainedherefor manyyears. Apart from the Port
andDock workersT. .Abu wasalso Presidenfthe StateHeadloadworkers
Federatiorand also CochinFisheryFactoryWorkersUnion. Also wasoffice bearerof
many Shippingand Transportcompaniesvorkers. Now trying to influencethe State
governemto declarethe Cochinport as aninternationalport like Vizag becauseCochin
is only 8 nauticalmilesform all the majorworld searoutesthat passfrom the Eastto the
West. This accordingto Abu would help the populationin Keralagain lot ofjobs.
T..Abu wasoncealsothe ayor ofCochin. Overall T. .Abu is oneofthetowering
leadersofthe port and dock workersof Keralaandbeingfrom the uslim community
anda committedcommunistmakeshim one ofthoserare TU veterans.

K.C. ATTEWS

K.C. atthews is anotheweteranTU leaderof Keralaand hasalso a uniqueplacein
Keralds rich TU history. Hewasbornon 8 Septembel924in Trichur. Hewashis
fathets first child and studiedhis primary educationin Trichur. His motherdied when
hewasonly 9 yearsold of penemoniaandtyphoid. Fatherworkedasan engineetrin the
British camp. It wasdifficult for him to bring the childrenup so he putthemin a
boardingschool. Thenstudiedin CC adras. Thoseyearsi.e. 1939-40werevery
turbulentasnationalmovementwasat its peak. Joined SO which wasaffiliated to
AISF. Then did B.A. from Allweyae. FormedCPI cell in college. In 1940becameCPI
member. In 1942 CPl waslegalized. Wenton a oneday hugerstrike in his college. On
9™ Aug. 1942all leadersnverearrested. In protestthe collegeAlSF organisedorotested

andtheywerearrested. Thensuspendedrom collegeashe from AISF issuedsome



tatement again t C.P.Rama wamyyer. In 1943 tarted working with AITUC a

a itant to theoffice ecretaryandfirt wa entto work with Coir Worker . At that
time therewereover 50,000coir worker . Then tarted organi ing truggle for themon
i ue like working hour andincrea ein wage andlot of otheri ue of coir worker .
In 1946the Diwan calleda Tripatite. K.C.Mattew organi edtheworker again tthe
udden declarationby the maharajahat hewill not be part ofthe Indian Union. In thi
truggle over 100 werekilled by the maharaja police. K.C.Matthew wa targettedby
theking police andarre tedin 1946for 2 year RI. Gotrelea edon India
independenceéay. In 1948-49K.C.Matthew organi edarmedraid into police office
onethe BTR line cameinto being. In thatarmedraid to getout ome arre tedcomrade
K.C.Matthew him elf wa arre ted. Injail byjudgemenftfor 7 year but actuallyin ided
from 1950 April to 1957 April. Whenthefirt EMS govt, cameto powerin 5" April
1957thatthe detainee of BTR * armed truggle gotrelea ed. Onceout tarted working
in TU. BecamePre identof KSTC union. Thenbecamepre identof Kerala State
Electricity Federatiorandwa oneofit foundingfather in 1970. Thenwa Vice-

Pre identof National Federatiorof RoadTran port Worker for over 15 year. In 1984
Gen-SecretaryUIl Tran portin WFTU. Wa al o in manycommitte of ILO. Thu
K.C.Matthew i oneoftho e toweringfigure know particularlyin theleft circle for hi
hi toric role in the armed truggle launchedby the CPI in 1949underBTR andlateral o
CR.



.C.MATTHEWS, Eniakuhun.

.C.Mathews is a legendof a tradeunionistin erala. Heis in his 80sbutis of very excellenthealtli. He
is famousfor hisrole in organizingturnedraidsinto police stationsduring die post1949periodwhendie
CPI had decideddia5 the only way out was total armedrevolutionandfor this all die symbolsof the GOI
led by tin imperialist hickey called Nehru shouldbe destroyed. .C.Matdiews led nituiy suchraidson
police stationsand after dial wasarrestedn April 1949andremainedn jail till 1957 whenthe EMS gowt,
cameto powerin erala, d hiswasreally oneof theimunreasondor his legendrystatusin erala.
Howeverhedid a lot of TU work raid is a bhisniapitaman thatrespectoo. He led die Coir Factory
workerswhich numberedver 50,000evenin thosedaysandled mtiny of their historic strikeswhich hada
lot of violencetoo in it. In fact die coir workersstrugglein erala is alsolegendand .C.Matdiews is
regardedasoneits towering leadersof yesteryears Thenafterdie jiarty split luid formation of CITU

.C.Mathews revivedluid in factkeptup the AITLIC in 60s,70s,and80s. Theodier unionsheled were
the erala StateTransportEmployeedJUnion for moredial 15 years. Thensimihalyfor over 15 yearshe
led die erala StateElectricity Federation.Similar wasdie casein National Federationof RoadTrtuisport
WorkersUnion. ThenhewasTUI Gen-Secretargf transporin die WFTU andwasleadingover 20
million Irivisp



rt wrkers wrldwide. Hethusbeeiuneae Il sus asfar astransp rt w rkers is ¢ ncerned. Thenheled
the Aluminium w rkers andFACT w rkers f Allwaye andvari us ilier unins, lliugh dieab ve were
hismain. Thusdie interview with K.C.Madiewspr ved very insightful ashir aslab ur hist ry is

c ncernedandlt f usefulinfrmatin wasgt.
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