iographical note
. Vaidyanathan, CITU leader(Tamilnadu)

Hewasbomon 13 January,1929in TravancoreHe studiedupto class
tenth. He lostboth his parentsearly. He wentto Punein 1944andjoinedthe
army. After war, hejoinedaschool.In Pune heheardandsawmanynational
leadersHe usedto attendGandhijis prayemeetingswvhich helpedhim for-
mulatehis political ideaslater.Hehadalso seenC Rajagopolachari.

During 1946-48,0ne of his classmatesirew him into politics. He had
alreadya feeling that Congresgolicieswerewrong. He slowly movedto-
wardsCommunismandtradeunionism.Hejoinedcommerciaklerks union
in 1948.Laterhebecameactivein thelabourmovement®ofteh Frenchterri-
toriesofKaraikkalandPondicherrywhereheworkedunderV SubbaiahHe
wasalso activeamongtheworkersoftextile andotherunits.

Vaidyanathamecamewholetimerin 1960.Hewasoneoftheorganisers
of the Aurobindo AshramHousekeeperdissociation.Pondicherryhad its
own distinctsystemofworking discipline.

After the party (CPI) got split, he had seriousdifferenceswith boththe
parties,particularlywith the ideaof formation of a separatéradeunion. So
he withdrewto Karaikkal in 1968to work amongthe grassrootsvorkersin
the sectorsof bidi, cigar, electricity etc. He ultimatelyjoined CPI(M) and
CITU in lateryearsof 1960s.

He hasbeensinceat thetop levelsof CITU leadership.

XXXXXXXXX



ranscript! ve note
. Vaidyanathan (Cl U), Chennai

( he interviewtookplacein the stateheadquarteref Cl U in Chennaionthe
morningofMarch 13,2005 K Vaidyanatharnhada fractureandwasconfinedto his
room, hencegettinghis consenfor the interviewwasnotdifficult. —KrishnaJha,
Anil Rajimwale.)

My fatherwasalawyerin ravancore.| lost my parentsearly. It waswhile in
Punein the decadeof 1940sthat| sawandlistenedto the nationalleaders.| wasin
thearmythen.| sawMahatmaGandhiandMahadevDasaiamongothers.Gandhiji
was stayingin DinshawNatural CureClinic. His prayermeetingdnstilled politics
in me.

| had also seenhow C Rajagopalachanivas being kept away from official
meetingsandhow he managedo addresgparellalmeetings.

Laterl shiftedto ravancore andtookup ajob in arationshopin 1946.0Oneof
my schoolmatemademeasubscribepf” Janashaktihere.Anotherfriend brought
meacopy of rotsky 's“MoscowPatHh'. It wasin this periodthatl wasintroduced
to moreliteratureonworking classpolitics. | joinedandorganisedCommunistClerks
Association,and was initiated into practicaltrade union work. | met Com A M
Gopuwhowasabrilliant studenthenandalsoatradeunionleader.

Becomingawholetimerin 1960} workedmostlyin KaraikkalandPondicherry
whichwereunderFrenchoccupation.here wereseveratextile mills in Pondicherry,
andl workedamongtheworkersthere.ComV Subbaialwasagreatinspirationfor
all of us. We fought for eight-hourworking day. We had amongus manywomen
workerstoo. | also worked amongthe toddy tappers. here was the Aurobindo
AshramHousekeepersunion, with the Frenchsystemof work placediscipline
prevailingall overPondicherry.

After partygot split, | decidedto go awayto Karaikkal to work at lower level
as| hadlot of differenceswith the leaders.Particularlydifficult wasthe issueof
forming anothertradeunionbody. In 1969-70,ultimately| decidedto join CPI(M)
andCl U. Sincethenl havebeernworkingin severalcapacitiesamongtheworkers
of differentunionsof CI U.
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