4 Short transcriptive noteon J. Narayan Rao

wasbomonJune2, 1936.After retirement organisedhepensionersPresently amworking as
GeneralSecretanpfthePensionersAssociation.

comefrom avery poorbackgroundMy fatherwasfourth gradeemployee. wantedto becomea
teacheandwaskeento go for advancestudies. nstead joinedthe Railwaysaftergraduatiorto earnmy
wagesandlook afterourfamily.

joinedSouthEasterrRailways atNainpurin Mandladistrictin MadhyaPradestin July, 1958.From
theverybeginning, hadthefeelingthatonly RedFlagunioncoulddeliverthegoodsfor theworkers.After
joining theservice, approachetheleadersComBJRajalutookmeto theunionoffice andsoonafter
startedvorkingin thetradeunionorganisation.

n Nagpur, visitedthe Communispartyoffice andmetComAB Bardhanvhoinspiredmegreatly. t
wasundemisinfluencethatlater joinedthe CommunistParty.

Thefirst agitationin my life was 1960strikeof all governmenemployeesVJ Rajuluwasarrestedn
Nainpuralongwithothersvhoweresympathesireef Communisparty.No lessthan90percenhadjoined
themovemenbutnextdayitselfeverybodyoinedthedutiesdueto amisunderstandingd rumourwasspread
that wasnotonstrikewhile thefactwasthatevenwheneverybodylsehadoinedback, wasstill outside
alongwithanothecomrade Thedemandn thestrikewereimplementatiorandmodification ofsecongay
commision Afterit wascalledoffunconditionally all thestrikingworkersweretakernbackwithoutanyvictim-
ization.

After 19631 wastransferredo Nagpur. n five yearghatwerespentin unionactivities, gotmy political
education. wasplacedn SouthEasterrRailwaybranchwhere camen touchwith ComMushtagandPB
Kotaiyya. Theyusedo discusssariousissuesvith me. ComMushtaqusedo bringpolitical literaturefor me.
Finallyin 1963 1ljoinedthepartyin Nagpur.Beforethat did nothaveanypolitical exposureasourfamily was
apolitical.

n SouthEasterrRailways,JM Biswaswasthetradeunionleader.Hewasagainscommunistsand
instructedhll thebranchesotto allow communistsnside. Theyweredeprivedofevenits membershimnd
werenotallowedto conteselections.The Communispartydecidedo haveits ownorganisatiorihatspread
overto locoshedsclerical staffandsoon90 percenoftheworkergoinedit.

wasalwaysmovingwith theworkersandneverusedo sitin theoffice. usedto walk ontherailway
tracksto meetthegangmenThemaostilliterate andpoor,theseggangmemwereevenmanhandledy the PWD
staff. usedto travel50-60milesadayon cycleandlaterwhen hadascootetheareacoveredvaseven
greater.n thisperiod wasableto developateamwith outstandingworkerslike Luxmi Narayan,Kubhiram
andothers extremelydedicatedThusastrongunionemergedNo injusticeagainstheworkerswastolerated.
Alwayswe werepreparedor militant actions.

Many localisedstrike hadtakenplacebetweenl1968 and’ 72. Whenour leaderRoychoudharyvas
aiTestedgcatcall strikewasthere. Two workers.ChaitramandBaliramwereshotdeadwhentheywantedto
meetthe GeneralManagetravellingin aspecialrain in MP. Strike followed soonafter.



hen theRailwaysintroducedcanewsystenchanginghegangsall theworkerscameoutagainsthe
moveandstrikewasorganisedy thegangmerwhichcontinuedor five days.Theadministratiorhadto give
in to theworkers demand Anotherstepwastakento increasghework loadofthegangmerwho usedo
look aftereightsleepersill thenandby thenewmove,theywereto takecareof 12 sleepersTherewas
widespreadggitationagainsthemoveandtrainsweredisrupted.

Theunionwasstrugglingfor thelowestpaidworkersandit wasonly the SouthEasterrrailwayworkers
whotooksuchinitiatives. Onthequestiorofissuing12 kg riceto theworkerswasraisedandthegovernment
showedhelplessnessnothestrikewaslaunchedn December19731 gotarrestecandwasinjail for five

days.

In 1974,strikewasstartecon secondviay itselfinsteadofthecall on May 5 aswe agitatingfor ourlocal
demandsswell. | wasarrestedalongwithothersand 13 ladieswerealsoamonghem. Theyhadpicketedat
thegatesAll ofuswerereleaseafter40daysinjail. ComSK Sanyaklongwithleadersofcoalindustriesand
prominentawyersorganisedRailwaymens SympathisersAssociatiorto helpus.
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Short Biographical noteon J. Narayan Rao

arayan Rao,bomonJune?,1936 andpresentlyGeneralSecretanpfPensionersdAssociationjoined
SouthEasterrRailways at ainpur in Mandladistrictin MadhyaPradeshn July, 1958. Fromthevery
beginning hewaskeentojoin RedFlagUnion. ComBJRajalutookhimtotheunionoffice andsoonafterhe
startedvorkingin thetradeunionorganisation.

Afterhecameto agpur, hevisitedtheCommunispartyoffice andmetComAB Bardhanlit wasunder
hisinfluencethathejoinedtheCommunisParty.

Thefirst agitationin his life was 1960strikeofall governmenemployeesVJ Rajuluwasarrestedn
ainpur alongwithothersvhoweresympathesireefCommunisparty. o lessthan90percenthadoined
the movemenbut nextdayitselfeverybodyhadjoined except arayan Raoandanotheicomrade The
demand#n thestrikewereimplementatiorandmodification ofsecongpbaycommision After it wascalledoff
unconditionally all thestrikingworkersweretakenbackwithoutanyvictimization.

After 1963,hewastransferredo agpur. In five yearsthatwerespentn unionactivities,hegothis
political educationHewasplacedn SouthEasterrRailwaybranchwherehecamen touchwith ComMushtaq
andPB Kotaiyyawho usedo discussrariousissuesvith him. ComMushtaqusedo bringpolitical literature
forhim. In 1963,hejoinedthepartyin agpur. Beforethathedid nothaveanypolitical exposureshisfamily
wasapolitical.

Theywereverypoorandhis fatherwasfourth gradeemployee.arayan RaogjoinedRailwaysafter
graduatiorthoughhewantedo persuéhis studiesandbecomeateacherHe usedo takepartin sportstoo.

In SouthEasterrRailways,JM Biswaswasthetradeunionleader.He wasagainscommunistand
instructedall thebranchesotto allow communistsnside. Theyweredeprivedofevenits membershiand
werenotallowedto contestlections.The partydecidedo haveits ownorganisationhatspreadverto loco
shedsclericalstaffandsoon90percenbftheworkergoinedit.

arayan Raonevewusedo sitin theoffice in steachewasalwaysmobile.Heusedo walk ontherailway
trackstameethegangmenThemostilliterate andpoor,theseggangmenvereevenmanhandlety thePWD
staff. Heusedo travel 50-60milesadayon cycleandlateron atwo-wheeleanddevelopedteamwith out
standingworkerslike Luxmi arayan, Kubhiramandothers,extremelydedicatedThusastrongunion
emergedAny injusticeagainstvorkerswasneveroleratedandmilitant actionsweretaken.

Many localisedstrike hadtakenplacebetweenl968and’72. WhenourleademRoychoudharyvas
arrestedcatcall strikewasthere. Two workers,ChaitramandBaliramwereshotdeadwvhentheywantedo
meetthe GeneraManagetravellingin aspecialtrainin MP. Strike followed soonafter.

WhentheRailwaysintroducedanewsystemchanginghegangsall theworkerscameout againsthe
moveandstrikewasorganisedby thegangmenvhich continuedor five days.Theadministratiorhadto give
in to theworkers demand Anotherstepwastakento increasehework load ofthegangmerwho usedto
look aftereightsleepergill thenandby the newmove,theywereto takecareof 12 sleepersTherewas
widespreadgitationagainsthemoveandtrainsweredisrupted.

Theunionwasstrugglingfor thelowestpaidworkersandit wasonly the SouthEasterrrailway workers
thatwastakingsuchsteps Ontheissueofrationof 12 kg ofriceto theworkerswasraisedandhegovernment



howedhelple ne , anothertrike wa launchedn December1973.NarayarRaowa arre tedandwa in
jail for five day .

In 1974, trike wa tartedon econdMay it elf in teadofthecallonMay5. NarayarRaowa arre ted
alongwithother and13 ladie wereal o amongthema theypicketedatthegate . Theywereall relea ed
after40day injail. ComSK Sanyalalongwithleader ofcoalindu trie andprominentawyer organi ed
Railwaymen Sympathi er’ A ociation,
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