
leader of the opposition 
Legislative Assembly
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H&n'ble Shri Manubhsi Shfch, 
Minister for Commerce, 
Government of indie, 
H8y ERL HI.

Bear Shri Manubhel Shah,

I wish to recall to you my diacuseion with you on 13.1.66 

in connection with the srl Bharathi Textile Mill, pond io harry, 
which stands closed since October last, on the representation 

made to you in this respect by Sri. Inderjit Gupta,M.p. 

and ne, you have assured us that the newly constituted 

Enquiry Commission would be directed to exped late its work 

and submit the report in a nonth and that the Govt, would 

take suitable action for running the mill at the earliest.

I need not point out to you that the employees of 
Bharathi Mill with their families - about 8000 lives — have 

reached the brink starvation death and are loosing all 

hopes and patiences, If the Commission's report had been 

submitted to you^as anticipated by you within a month, I 
hope the Govt, will not loose any more time to take up to 

the next step of running the Mill. Contrary to our antici
pation, If the report has not reached as yet, the Govt, in 

the circumstance, should not hesitate to take up the mill 

and ensure employmsnt to labour before long. I am reiterating
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this suggestion a® the col sure of the MH has thrown 1600 

workers families to r state of untold misery and starvation 

death. ipnce, the situation does not brook any further delay.
I^am confidant that you will use^/good office to Intervene 

in tlse and restore morreal working of the Mill and thereby 

save the workers from the •byes of starvation death.

As I have suggested to you In ay last meeting, i have 

also endeavoured to get any private party to undertake the 

running of the sill. 1 have conveyed to grl. sund&raveljr of 

Madras, your assurances 13^ help by the Govt, in th? event 
of his purchasing erf the mill and running It. I have also 

approached two more financiers interested In textile industry 

with the same objective,- Till now there is no responsltt^ 

move from any one of them, Inas much as, every buyer is scared 

by the huge financial liability of the Mill and its implication 

in the above situation, I do not see any other alternative 

but to urge the Govt of India to take up the mill at the 

earliest.
I shall be much obliged if you can kindly let me know 

the views of the Govt, and what action you propose to take 
in tine matter.

>/ith respects,

1'ours sincerely,
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U(^dfl^D^ (d $ TTfffft) ft 6fl (J &W&ID
(PONBICHERRY TEXTILE MILLS LABOUR UNION)
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qgJSTOGU.

<S$;fi..A4th...Februar.y., 166.
Comrade k. G-. Srlv? stava, 
Secretary", e 
A.I.T.U.C. 
yew pel hi.

Comrade k.G« Srivastava,

I believe you would have received conies of the telegrams 
sent by the Joint Action Committee of the Textile inions of Pondi
cherry addressed to the Govt of India urging the immediate taking 
up of the Bharathi Textile vill which stands closed since October 
1965. As you/fully aware* from previous reports sent tn you 
by our union, of the circumst nee s in which the Mill was closed 
down, I need not repeat them here. The management has deliberately 
played deception both on the creditors, the Govt and the emnloyees 
and fie deserves to oe prosecuted under the criminal paw.while 
the business account has not shown any loss in the past, the manage
ment has shown a liability to the tune of over Rs." 91 lakhs.

Com. inderjit Gupta raised an unstahred in November last 
regarding the closure of this Mill to which the Minister replied 
that the Govt has going to appoint an Enquiry Committee and awaited 
for its report for further action. Again on 13.1.66 Com. Inderjit 
Gupta and I met together sri Manubhai Shah and represented the 
case. BP told us that he would make the Enquiry Commission 
expedite its final report within a month. But nothing has come out 
so far. i doubt very much whether the Enoulry Committee hrs 
started its work at all and where it stands, ’mu might be aware 
that the Bharathi Mill started reducing its production as early as 
from March 1965 end gradually laying off the lac^ur. The ultimate 
closure came by the end of October but officially said to be 
from 20th November 1965, through the locant wfs nnt declared 
as such till now by the management. Due to this prolonged unemployment 
of a"inut 1699 workers, the condition of their families has become 
iauserabie beyond discrirtlon.

A joint committee of all Textile unions affiliated to 
ATTUC, I^nC, HUS, D'"K ; nd other local 1 nd®■' 'ndent nisr-tlons, 
was constituted on c»ur Initiative 1th Com. r.. Alwtr, secretarv 
of our T’-'z-lle Union os the convenor -S this j-int Act!" Commltt e. 
A public r'••• s ■•eld r.n 13.2.66 und r k 1? "^1 t auspices of 
Tr^ 1 s < '? o”l 9 1. ? C< 1 ' 5 p t 4 FJ e ? 4 “O -'.Tp < ’ -- TV — r
wherein a •?e grnuti^n wf s mossed ur the Govt India to t " he 
up the ''ill 'Ithr ut delay wendiny the suomfssi^n nf the report 
bv the Eno dry tnmmir don. • n.l secnnsl;’ ' ski • ” 4 ■ -
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joint demonstra tinns, relief fund collections/ etc are ceding 
organised by this Joint Committee. Besides, a series nf telegrams 
are being sent to the Govt signed by Legislators, Mayors of munici
palities and other public organisations, .joint Committee is 
contemplating further actions like hunger strike, etc at a certain 
stage.

I could not go to the .General Council meeting of the AITUG 
as i am laid up with sickness, please kindly see that a resolution 
is massed, inter alia, by the General Council demanding the 
Govt of India to take up the ghrathi Mill. I know that there 
are similar problems from other states too. whatever action 
the general Council decides to force the Govt tn take up the Mill 
closed down by the management with the malatide o-ject of attacking C. 
rights of labour such as increased D.A.. wage Board recommendations, 
Bonus, etc. our grade unions here will carry it out.

please request Com. inder jit Gupta to meet sri. yanubhai 
Shah tn press the Govt to act expetiously in the matter.

warm greetings.

■gours fraternally,



THE JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE
(Bharathi Mill, Mudaliarpet)

(ALL PONDICHERRY TEXTILE LABOUR UNIONS);

Shri. K.G.SreevastaTa, 
Secretary* 
A.I.T.U.C.\

Rani Jhansi Read, 
Jandawalla, 
NEW DELHI.

called

PONDIGHERRY-4:

D^lMk.fabnmt*96 6
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Mantos of the Joint Action Canutes Puttie Meeting held

msolutims wr« adapted la th* said Meeting »

1* On account Of the closure of Srl Bharathi MUI* Ltd*, Pondicherry about 
1*500 fasdLlios ef workers are suffering and am going without feed* Ths frauds 
oconitted by the MU Mmagcnont* the leek of AAMMctmtim efficiency ate* ham 
been brought te the kind aottoo of the Gomrnmnt sufficiently la advance* Because 
the Geommnt bam f died to take suitable redrossal mssurns la tine the present 
admms circinntcnvso for the labour hem secured* Th* Gomnaacnt feel that with 
the eels constitution of a Coad idea their responsibility Is omr* TH* le not 
correct* The food oof m constituted as early as Decenbcr last did not mot for a 
single tine UH now* With a viw not to allow the production of the country 
suffer a eet*back* It io necessary for the Gcmnaaat to take issndtato steps for 
reopening the Mlle* Xt is the lode out of the Gomrasent to support the 1*500 
aggrieved fcsllio** The Defence India Rules can be applied for taking omr the 
Menagamnl of the Mlle by the Gommsmt and recaamnee work there lanedlatdy* 
Zf the nammoant delay say further it my boms* necessary for the mrkorn In all 
sectors to Jain together end enter into any suitable direct action for supporting 
the Starving workers of Sri Bharathi Mlle Ltd* 

2* The various item of fronds comittcd by the Msnagenent am (1) Misuse of 
the workers* Providant Fund accuonlatiene (11) Abuse of the amunts medmd frm 
the SMtt H*X*D*C* as loan (ill) Non-paynent ef electric and other tamo duo to th* ► 
Gommmnt and swindling ef the sonsy (iv) Taking further loans frm fsoai the 
Indian Bank on frnduleat term etc* In spite of all those crinlnel acts it is regret
ful to keep the sills dosed any further end allow the Managing Directors and others 
concerned officials of the sills to move about as happily as ever* Xt is desirable 
that they should bo clappod in Jails and suitable measures taken to unfurl the 
truths involved In the closure of the Unit* Xf the notables of the Mills am arrested 
various new truths will com to light helpful to successfully cosplete the investi* 
gation ef the root causes of the failure of the Units*

3* Before the Mils are taken omr by the Government, a* intorin subsistence 
allowance my kindly be allowed to be granted to the starving worker* on any basis 
whatsoever as deetoed fit by the Governnent*

For The Joint Action Comittee - Pondicherry



25 February 1966

T o.
Com. Subiah, 
Pondicherry.

Dear Comrade,
Yesterday myself and Com. Dange met Shri 

Manubhai Shah regarding Bharathi Textile Mills’ 
closure. Shri Shah informed us that because of 
sudden heart attack of the Chairman of the Enquiry 
Commissioner the work could not proceed. Now Shri 
Pattabhi Raman has been deputed for this work. 
.Ind he has assured him to give the report by 1st 
week of March. He is leaving for Pondicherry 
soon. After the report is received the take over 
will not be difficult.

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

(K.G.Sriwastava) 
Secretary



1) PHUS MINISTER N&W DELHI

£) K)i£ MINISTER NEW DELHI 
MULTIADDRESS

3) LABOUR MINISTER NE< DELHI

a) COMMERCE MINISTER NEW DELHI

gj INDRAJIT GUPTA MEM&R PARLIAMENT IKW DELHI 
g) MANOSARAN MEMBER PARLIAJSNT NEW DELHI

7) INTUC NE tf DELHI

8) AITUGONG NEW DELHI
T- - - - - ■ - - - - - - -  ; - -   1--   - - —- - -------------- -- -----------------------------------  - - - -........ .

BHARATJK TEXTILE MILL PARTIALLY CLOSED SINGE ONE HEAR TOTALLY CLOSED 
SINCE OCTOBER RENDERING THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED WORKERS UNEMPLOYED FACING 
STARVATION DEATH STOP RUSH RELIEF MEASURES IMMEDIATELY STOP PENDING

ENQUIRY COMMISSION REPORT UR(^ GOVERNMENT TAKE OVER ENSURE EMPOYNSNT

PONDICFBRRY, JOINT ACT JOB COMMITTEE

t Mi* v AXJuxft.vjQK KUNIU3EPALITY



*1) PRIME MINISTER M&Y DELHI 
MULTIAWESS "a) HOMS MINISTER ME W DELHI

3) LABOUR MINISTER N&V DELHI 
ft) GOMNEROE MINISTER ISM DELHI 
6) INDRAJIT GUPTA MEMBER RAJYA BAB HA NBW DELHI 

MANOHARAN MEMBER LOI SABHA JKW DELHI

7) INTUC HE|f DELHI

8) AITUCONG M8V DELHI

SEQUEL CLOSURE BHARAT HI XX TEXTILE MILLS THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED WORKERS 
FAMILIES SINCE OCTOBER WSMPLGYED UNDERGOING UNTOLD HARDSHIP STARVATION 
STOP PRAX GOVERNMENT EXPEDITIOUS ACTION FOR RELIEF AND TAXING MILL 
RESTORE WORK

V ATT HIL INGAM, MAYOR MUDALIARpET MUNICIPALITY

NARAYANASAMY, MAYOR OUL^RT MUNICIPALITY

SUBBIAH , ISMBER LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY v
tfE* <^«/va Fma™ z ry f r iVe a ss g /

GURU SAMY, JSM^R LEGISLATIVE ASiSMBLY

thangavelu, msmssr legislative assembly

ABDUL RAHNSLN , DEPUTY MAYOR VILLIA^OR MUNICIPALITY
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S. Mohan .Kumaramangalam
ADVOCATE

VIII High Court Chambers
Madras-1

Radha Nilayam
8/5 Nungambakkam High Road
Madras-34 • Tel: 84369

16.3.66
Date

L.. — " •*jDear Satish, I enclose 2 copies of a note on Sec.34 of Payment of Bonus nct — one to you and one for S.A.D.Could you go through it and let me have your opinion9
Yours sincerely,



19 March 1966

To,
Com, Mohan X Kumamangalam, /

Advocate, 
Radha Mlayam, 
S/5 Rungambakkam High Road, 
Madras-34.

My dear Mohan,
I thank you for sending me your views on Section 34 of 

the Payment of Bonus Act, S.A.D. has left for Bombay enroute 
to Prague and Moscow. *

I had already discussed the question of Section 34 in 
my pamphlet on Bonus Bill and then in the amendments sent by 
us to M.Ps for moving when the Bill came up before the Parlia
ment, The amendments suggested by us were the same as you have 
suggested. In the last General Council meeting of AITUC on 
February 18-20, I had presented a report on Bonus. Com. K.M. 
Sundaram and Parvathi have copies of it. XX Hew Age of 20th 
March,carries an article on the same lines.

I feel that apart from moving for amendment of the Act, 
it might be worthwhile challenging clause (1) section 34 
itself. Amendment of the section might or might not come 
about and at any rate will take quite some time. But if imme
diately we could have section 34(1) struck down then all 
subsisting agreements etc. would prevail. Of course the option 
would go. But any way the position would be better than what 
14"now is.

Otherwise if Section 34(2)
alone goes and section 34(1) remains, then even in those 
limited number of cases where seotion 34(2) confers some 
benefit, we will be deprived of it while not restoring any of 
the subsisting agreements etc. What is your opinion?

We are intervening in some disputes before the Supreme 
Court and there we are broadly adopting the line suggested by 
you.

I feel that before the cases come up for argument before 
the supreme Court, a meeting of some of our. leading lawyers and 
bonus experts should be called to discuss a common approach 
and the most appropriate line of action.

If you agree, I will go ahead with this. Please let us 
know.

Yours sincerely,

(Satish Boomba)
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etr&to 4a rr^co rr^s^ts^ Qu rra&) u&L Q&as^A gtA^
^unA cr^fA AsArbA jstrA

&GRfj^s>A Qunah uimL to. 4«Ca ^JL.^urrs Qu n&^uasA
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QsfT(b&^AuL-fTfl SiA(b gw M&aMiiifA Qffh^^ Qsrr(b^<s Q rrti
^ALDsrrfffgiu Q '3£.&&Q&rr&&p&.
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4 frin rraaib 6.
Q^KfTtSsu rrgr?fr«0i ^t^ucnih Gurr&, arrdL^rti

pMQuiL.tr ^atraairi VpUL_& pavfiwrri eArt-ira a^u jteaa 
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^j^aK^njrra $&id\i Qarrfyia GafabiDirCi ^tbtAafTaau O^tlcb&Qsfr^J^.

4 tun rraA 7.

<sA« A Q0fTijhjndla®b& a^atorra Qair&i^^iuL(b ojs^ Garr ft gain 
amrrtr 8 & rr^arrsuLO rra Qarr&ia6uL,M Sa. jduq. QafTQ^i a6uL.tr 
tDrrfl&agi&b Qah$9 CanCmabi Qarr&6u&-& asn^rrp QfirT&orr&traa 
•K Saa®i®& & np rrm rr^& Gami^aA Qarrtbia Qa&tbuiirh ^Amarraau 
GaC.(biQarriji^.
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Ga Sgoia^^ai Qarobia GaA^inrrb Q&iDarr&au GaC(bi^^^MiMf.
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