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shorttranscriptivenoteon G Krishnamurthy Presiden¥ijayawadaBank Employeess -
sociation,interviewedin Vjayawadaon Septembe4, 2004

| wasbom on 3 November,1938in a village in Vijayawadadistrict. My fathermigratedto
Chennaiin searchof ajob. | studiedupto high schoolin Chennaiandthenjoined GeneralRadio
and ppliances (GR ) in 1955andwassentto RajasthanMy secondoostingwasin Chandrapur
in Maharashtra.

| joined StateBank of India (SBI) in 1958in Chennai.In 1959,| wasretrenchedrom SBI
alongwith Godown keepersand watchmenfor agitatingfor their demandsLater| was rein
statedandpostedin Vijayawadain 1960.

In Vijayawada,l cameundertheinfluenceof PV Raju, aleaderemployedin Imperial Bank.
I cameto know SanatBhattacharya,lok Kar and Sushil Ghoshalso employedin Imperial
bank. They formed stateunit of SBI that stretchedover to Madras. Later separatecircle was
formedin 1965. SBI managemenivas anti-Communistlt wasdifficult to work astherewere
attemptsofdisruption.Finally theunionwassplitin 1970.In 1970and 1972,theunionlaunched
severalagitationsfor negotiatedsettlementof issuesand againstdisruptionin the union. Fi-
nally in 1972, reppressivaneasuresveretakenandactiveunion memberswverevictimised.

On bank employeesstruggle.Com S  Dangewrote a booklet criticising the government
stand.He referredto the historic strikeslaunchedoy workersof textile and otherindustries.He
advocatedhatthe strugglewasnegotiationn the table for powergameandfight for rightson
the street. longwith my comrades] followed the line seriouslyas by then SBI was called
Mcarthys centre.Laterthe SBI union got affiliated to the IBE  officially.

| havebeenactive in otherunionstoo andwas part of their negotiationsjike engineering
workers.Postand Telegraphemployees.

Howeverl feel dejectedtoday so far as union activities are concernedFor me strikesare
nevertotal as at leasttwenty percentalwaysremainsinside which may matterin the long run.
Theelemenbobfmilitancy hasgone.SinceVoluntaryRetirementScheméhasalsobeenpopularised,
workersfeel no involvementwith theirjob.

In the bank, workersget usedto so many facilities thatit is impossibleto incite them for
agitation. Thereare hardly anyissueleft. Il the employeesareindebtedto the bankfor things
like house,caretc. They haveto pay instalmentand agitationmay disruptthe arrangment.
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trenchedfrom SBI alongwith Godownkeepersandwatchmenfor agitatingfor their demands.
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