handrabhagaSakharantGhagarea womanworkerin
the Girni KamgarUnion

A short biographicalnote on handrabhaga SakharamGhagare,former
worker and memberof the Girni Kamgarunion, interviewedin Bombayon
July 30, 2004

handrabhagaGhagarein her late eighties, does not know her age nor
doessherememberhow old she was when she was married. She lived in
Bombaywith her parentsbeforemarriageand worked in a textile mill when
shewashardlyten-year-old Her fatherwasalsoa textile worker. hnadrabhaga
was working thenin India United Mills numberll.

handrabhagawasmarriedto a small shopowner, Sakharanwho did not
allow her to work after marriage.But financial compusionssoonforced her
to take up a job whenshewasbarelyfifteen anda mother.

In the beginning, handrabhagacould not get a job in any of the mills.
Shewas forced to settledown on a “BadlU worker'sjob, which meanther
serviceswould be hired only when any permanentwvorker goeson leave.
Thereweremanylike herwaiting at the factory gateand shegot her chance
only whenher numbercame.Shehadto work this way for fifteen years.

Shewasdrawnin the movemenby UshaTai Dange,S A Dangeand later
theirdaughteiRoza.Sheremembersvhentheywereall on strike andpicketted
at the gatesof Bitiya Mills. Dangewas arrested.Ushataihada thriteen-day-
old Rozain herarmswhenaheforcibly left the hospitalandcameat teh mill
gates.Sheplacedthe babyat the gateandaskedthe workerswho weregoing
insideto stepon herbefore enteringthe factory premisesWorkerswere all
movedto tearsandrefrainedfrom joining their duties.

They wereusedto varioustypesof agitationsandall the womenworkers
usedto cookin the night andleavefor the mill gateat dawnfor stoppingthe
workers. handrabhagausedto come back only late night and finish her
domesticchords.All womenworkers

were usedto lathi charge,tear gas etc. For rallies, usually women were
keptat the front so that police could not resortto extremebrutalities.

handrabhagaremembersthe torch rally the}* broughtout at midnight
andgharaoedhe management.

handrabhagabelongedto a family where all the membersbelongedto
redflag union. Now her childrenarefollowing the suit. Her sonis the secre
tary of the Bombay Pl unit.

handrabhagarememberguefully the strike launchedby Datta Samant
thatwasthe endof the workers'movement.The union.swerebrokenendthe
movemeniot disrupted.



haiidrabhaga Sakharam Ghagaie, a woman worker in

tSie jii'ii  Kamgar Union

A shorttranscriptivenote on Chandrabhag&akharamGhagare,former
worker and memberof the Gfrni Kamgarunion, interviewedin Bombayon
July 30, 2004

| am perhapsny late eighties,do not know my agenor do | remembehow
old I waswhen| was married.! lived in Bombaywith my parentsbefore
marriageand worked in a textile mill when!| was hardly ten-year-old.My
father was also a textile worker. | was working thenin India United Mills
numberll.

| was marriedto a small shopowner, Sakharamwvho did not allow me to
work after marriage.But financial compusionssoonforced me to take up a
job whenl wasbarelyfifteen and a mother.

In the beginning,| could not geta job in any of the mills. | wasforcedto
settledown on a “Badli" workers job, which meantmy serviceswould be
hired only whenany permanenworkergoeson leave. Therewereman}" like
me waiting at the factory gateand| got my chanceonly whenmy number
came.l hadto work this way for fifteen years.

| was drawnin the movementby UshaTai Dange,S A Dangeand later
their daughterRoza.l remembemwhentheywere all on strike and picketted
at the gatesof Bitiya Mills. Dangewas arrested.Ushataihada thriteen-day-
old Rozain herarmswhenaheforcibly left the hospitaland cameat the mill
gates.Sheplacedthe babyat the gateandaskedthe workerswho weregoing
insideto stepon herbeforeenteringthe factory premises.vVorkers were all
movedto tearsandrefrainedfrom joining their duties.

Theywereusedto varioustypesof agitationsandall the womenworkers
usedto cookin the night andleavefor the mill gateat dawnfor stoppingthe
workers.| usedto comebackonly late night andfinish my domesticchoi-jQs.
All womenworkerswere usedto lathi charge,teargasetc..For rallies, usu
ally womenwerekeptat the front so that police could not resortto extreme
brutalities.

| remembethe torchrally the}/ broughtout at midnightandgharaoedhe
management.

| belongto a family whereall the membersbelongedto red flag union.
Now my childrenarefollowing the suit. My sonis the secretarofthe Bombay
CPl unit.

| feel hurtwhenl remembethe strike launchedby Datta Samanthatwas
the end of the workers movement.The unionswere brokenand the move
mentgot disrupted.
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