iographical note

G Rajaram
Secretary,Tamilnadu Retired Electricity Workers Association,
Chennai

Rajaramwasbom on July 1, 1940. He comesfrom a very humble
backgroundHis grandmothewaswidowedearly andworkedascookto
runthehouseholdRajaramwasbroughtup by his grandman the bestof
traditions. Shetaughthim that servingthe peoplewas tme devotionto
god.Rajaranwasalsoinspiredby SwamiVivekanandashe studiedbooks
authoredby Swamiji. Rajarandid his post-graduatioin political science
atthe ageof 56.

Hejoinedthe Tamilnaduelectricity oard asatypistin 1959.Hemet
severafamoustradeunionleaderdn this period,butit wasin 1969when
heactivelyjoinedtheunionin Vellore andlatergotit affiliatedto AITUC.
Hewasgreatlyinspiredby the speechmadeby MohanKumarMangalam,
thenacentralminister.S C Krishnanimpressedhim asaleaderof electric
ity workers movementlt wasatthistimethatin Vellore, famousKhadija

i caseandhistoricaljludgemenifthe SupremeCourtcameout.

In Vellore, a movementwas launchedwith greatpopularsupport
againsteducingthenumberofworkersin differentcategoriedrom 87 to
26 undertheleadershippf Rajaram.Soonhebecameahedistrict secretary
ofthe AITUC unitin Vellore.

Rajaramalso organisedhe retiredworkersof the Electricity oard
in Tamilnaduand formedtheir associatiorin 2004. Com Rajaramis the

generalsecretaryofthe same.
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ranscriptive note

(A shorttranscriptivenoteon C G Rajaraminterviewedat CPI office,
Chennaion March 13,2005.A calmandcool-headeghersonhewentabout
replying the questionsin a very systematicmanner—Krishna Jha, Anil
Rajimwale.)

| amdistrict secretaryof Vellore Al UC andgeneralsecretarnyof Re
tired Electricity Workers Associationof amilnadu. he stateelectricity
workers federationvasformedby leaderdike S C Krishnan,V G Raoand
others.My grandmothewasagreatinspirationfor me. Shelostherhusband
earlyin life andtook up cookingjob in housego runthefamily. Shealways
usedo askmeto visit thetemplesandpraynotonly for myselfbutfor all the
sufferingpeoplel knew.

My anothersourceof inspirationwas Swami Vivekanandand| have
studiedhim in detail. | got postgraduatedegreein Political Scienceat the
ageoffifty six from MaduraiKamraj university.| joined amilnadu Elec
tricity Boardin 1959andafew yearslater,| becamean activetradeunionist
in “MDS 125, whichis theregistratiomumberof ourunion. We hadto face
attacksandpressure$rom the DMK andultimatelywrestedtheunionfrom
them.

MohanKumarmangalanaddressea gatemeetingin the endof 1970
andtold us aboutthe Al UC history andits major achievementslt wasa
memorableexperienceMy associatiorwith SCK (S C Krishnan)wasalso
very educative.

It wasfrom Vellore thatfamousKhadijaBi caseoriginatedin 1980.

| beganorganisingemployeesandworkersofVellore Electricity Cen
tral office, whichwasearlierwith DMK. We hadlaunchedmajor struggles
againsthemandamongthemwason the questionofrevisingthe numberof
categoriesof employees/workerdt wasto be slashedfrom 87 to 26. We
ultimatelywonthebattlein 1978despitehedisruptingattemptdy the DMK.

We got aroomin the amilnadu Electricity Board office. We began
with severmemberandgrewupto2000.In amilnadu, we arebettermplaced
thanotherstatesn termsof serviceconditionsandlegislations.

| workedfor increaseandexpansiorofpensionschemesWe alsofought
for filling upthevacancies.he issueof contractlabourwasraisedin 1987.
he tradeunionsandthemanagemergelectecandconfirmed12006ashelp-



rs throughouth stat, auniqu st p thatwasnotinitiatd anywhr Is in
th country.

| organis dth rtird |[ctricity work rs andform d th ir associatiorin
2004.1t has3000m mb rs. Th numb rofr tird p rsonsisincr asingandso
alsoth ir probl ms. Labourcommissiontoo hasits r s rvations againstth
rtird workrs formingaunion. Thr ar 25000rtird prsons.

| amalsoworkingamongth labour ngag d in non-conv ntional n rgy
s ctor, bidi, andsugarcoop rativ s.
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