Balakrishna

shortbiographicalnoteon Com C Balakrishna,ITUC, interviewedin Bangaloreon Sep
tember28,2004

C Balakrishnawasborn in Kananoor(Kerala)on Januaryl5, 1940. His parentshad studied
in a schoolrun by the family of Com K Gopalanastherewashardly any scopefor educating
lower castechildren.

Balakrishn& grandmothehadtakenactive partin the movementiaunchedoy lower caste
leadersin 1904-5 againstthe tradition that forbadethe coveringof upperpartsof the body for
women.Finally the feudalking issuedan orderthat Muslim and Christianwomencould cover
their upperpartsbut not the Hindu women. gainst suchan order, one of the friends of his
grandmecut herbreastdn front of theking andofferedit to the nobility to satisfytheirlust. She
becamea martyr and symbol of struggleagainstinjustice. The gauntletwas picked up by the
communistgn the later periodin the statewhenBalakrishnagrew up.

He startedworking for the Communistparty since studentdaysand the party membership
cardwasgivento him by K Gopalanwho belongedo the areaandwas a famouscommunist
leaderand parliamentarianBalakrishnavas alsoinfluencedby ComN E Balaram,oneof the
tallestcommunistieadersKeralaeverhad.

It wasapostKeyyur struggleperiodwhenpeasantevoltwascommon primaryschoolteachers
had launchedtheir agitation. Peoplewere dying of maluntrition, choleraand small pox and
governmentefusedto extendany help.

It wasatthis time whencommunistscameto powerin Keralathoughonly to be displacedn
1959. Balakrishnaresumedhis studiesonly in 1960 and graduatedn 1964 when communist
party wasdivided. In his village at least90 percentwentwith the CPIM. His own family wor-
shippedEMS Namboodiripachnd K GopalanandBalakrishnavasaloneto supportthe CPlin
the area.

s his physical security was threatenedBalakrishnaleft the region. He startedworking
amongthe beediworkers. The workers were fond of readingand a comradeusedto be ex-
emptedfrom work to readfrom newspaperandbooksanddiscuss.Whenveran agitationwas
launched, peoplés committeescameup spontaneoulyo supplyfood grains,moneyetcto the
striking workersfamilies.

Balakrishn& fatherwas a fruit vendorand it was increasinglygetting difficult for him to
sustainthe family anymore. Balakrishnaappearedn thetestfor employmentn Life Insurance
companyandpassedHe got an appointmenin Bangalore.

In BangaloreBalakrishnastartedhis tradeunionwork andbecamestatesecretaryfthe ITUC
(Karnataka)from 1981 to 1989.



Balakrishna

shorttranscriptivenoteon Com C Balakrishna,ITUC, interviewedin Bangaloreon Sep
tember28, 2004

| wasbomin Kananoor(Kerala)on Januaryl5, 1940. My parentshadstudiedin a schoolrun
by the family of Com K Gopalan,one of the tallestcommunistleadersin the state,asthere
was hardly any scopefor educatinglower castechildren.

My grandmothehadtakenactivepartin the movementiaunchedoy lower casteleadersin
1904-5 againstthe tradition that forbadethe covering of upperpartsof the body for women.
Finally the feudal king issuedan order that Muslim and Christianwomen could covertheir
upperpartsbut notthe Hindu women. gainst suchanorder,oneofthe friendsofmy grandma
cut herbreastsn front of theking andofferedit to the nobility to satisfytheir lust. Shebecame
a martyrand symbol of struggleagainstinjustice. The gauntletwas pickedup by the commu
nistsin the laterperiodin the statewhenl| wasgrowing up.

| startedworking for the Communistparty sincestudentdaysandthe partymembershipcard
wasgivento meby K Gopalanwho belongedo the areaandwasa famouscommunistleader
and parliamentarian.nother influenceon mewasthat of Com N E Balaram,one of the most
brilliant communisteadersKeralaeverhad.

It wasapostKeyyur struggleperiodwhenpeasantevoltwascommon primaryschoolteachers
had launchedtheir agitation. Peoplewere dying of maluntrition, choleraand small pox and
governmentefusedio extendany help.

It wasat this time whencommunistsameto powerin Keralathoughonly to be displacedn
1959.1 couldresumedny studiesonly in 1960 andgraduatedn 1964whencommunistpparty
wasdivided. In my village at least90 percentwentwith the CPIM. My own family worshipped
EMS Namboodiripacand K Gopalanand| was aloneto supportthe CPI in the area.

s my physicalsecuritywasthreatened| hadto leavetheregion.| startedworking among
the beediworkers. Theworkerswere fond of readinganda comradeusedto be exemptedrom
work to readfrom newspaperandbooksanddiscus.Whenveran agitationwaslaunched,peoplées
committeescameup spontaneoulyto supply food grains, money etc to the striking workers
families.

My fatherwasa fruit vendorand it wasincreasinglygettingdifficult for him to sustainthe
family any more.| appearedn the testfor employmentin Life Insurancecompanyand got
selected| was appointedin Bangalorewherel startedmy tradeunionwork and bbecamestate
secretaryofthe ITUC (Karnataka)from 1981 to 1989.
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