ionote
Ramsubbu (Worker-leaderHMS/INTUC/AITUC) (Tamilnadu)

He enteredthe movementas an ordinaryworker, androseto be-
eomea leaderof his union after intensestrugglesand even physieal
beatingshereceived.

He is 70 year-old. He joined as a worker in a match factory in
1956. It wastherethathe cameinto contactwith the HMS union.P.S.
Chinnaduraiof the PrajaSocialistParty (PSP)was the leaderat that
time. Ramsubbuwsedto work as adomestichelpin hishouse He used
to heartalksaboutTU activities.

HethenjoinedJanardhaMills andthenNarasimhalills at4 annas
aday. Thenbeganalongjourneyof changingmills andtowns. His wife
alsowaswith him in thethick andthin of life. He wastakenasaworker
and then thrown out for belongingto this or that faction of the TU
organisationsHe cameinto contactwith the INTUC andthe AITUC in
the courseof his travels.He wasbeaternon severaloccasionssometimes
fatally, andhe wassavedonly by the skin ofhis teeth.He formedunions
in the Arnie sisterconcernsandamongl19 coopmills in theVellore area.
Workedin Madurai, Tirunelvelli, andothertextile areasconstantlychang
ing hisjob. He hasgreatexperienceof organisingthe textile workersof
the spinningmills in particular.

At presenheis associatedvith the AITUC.



ranscriptive note

Ramsubbu (Worker-leaderHMS/IN UC/AI UC;  amilnadu)

(he interviewwasgivenin the stateheadquarterefthe CPlin Chennai
on 12 March2005 at noon.He is anordinaryworker, andas suchhaddifficul -
ties of language. herefore he managedn amil, aswell as smatteringsof
EnglishandHindi, helpedby others . He gavefascinatingdetailsofhis life with
enthusiasm—KrishnaJhaandAnil RAjimwale).

I am70yearsofage,andl do notknow my dateofbirth. | belongto thedistrict
of irunelvelli. | havestudiedupto Sth standardOriginally | wasatextile worker; |
alsoworkedin amatchfactory.| workedin Janardhan®ills in Coimbatore.here
| cameinto contactwith the HMS people.l usedto work asa domestichelpin the
houseof anHMS leader. here | usedto overhearteh conversation®n the trade
unionproblems.l hadto leavehis placeandjoin amill again.l now camein contact
with the Al UC people.l hadgot marriedandit wasdifficult to earnaliving. Sol
hadto go from placeto place.Also becaus¢hevarious U leadergpunishednefor
belongingto this or that U faction. Managementasdeadagainsime, because
usedto asktheworkersto protestagainstanyinjustice.

Oncemyselfand my wife walkedwith our child for about100kmsto goto a
newplacebecaus&ve hadno moneyto butaticket. At theendofthejourneyalorry
driverpickedusup anddroppedat aplace whichherecommendebr work. It was
nearMadurai. here | tried to form a union andwas beatenby the management
peopleandthrownin a pond for dead.Fortunatelyl survived. here wasa protest
strike andit wassuccessfull wastakenbackonwork. | camein activecontactwith
the Al UC leaderdike P. RamamurthyandP. . Narayanan.

Betweenl1958 and 1961 | hadto changemanyplaces.| wasdismissedseveral
times.IN UC triedto win meover.| wasdismissechgainin 1967.Met A.M. Gopu
of Al UC. | alsohadthe privilege of meetingR. Murugesanone of the railway
driversandleaders He wasoneofthosepersonsvho in 1947wererequestedy Pt
Nehruto drive trainsacrosshe newly-createdndo-Pakbordersbecausetherem
ployeeswerenot preparedo do so.

In oneoftheincidentsin my life, the Cl U peoplepuredpetrol on oneofthe
roomsin whichwe werestaying.3 peoplewereburntto death;l survived.l worked
in the Arnie group of textile factories.| alsoworked amongthe 19 coop societies
neartheplacein Vellore, andformedtheirunion. | wasinstrumentaln establishing
Al UC intheSholinger-Vellorearea.

oday theseandotherareasarrrrehavinglot of units andstrongunions. here
are largenumberof spinningmills. Windmill generatiorof powercanalsobe met
with. his is alsothe areawherethe ‘sumangali systemof work is in operation,
whichis avery exploitativesystem.

| amvery activein the Al UC unions.
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