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MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT AGAIN FLAUNTS 
_ItsProkulakbias

The Maharashtra Government contintetsje- to live upto 
its reputation of^state which zealously guards the 
interests of the kulak class, esp. of the sugar barons. 
That is why even while parading its achievements under 
green revolution, it fixed the lowest minimum-wage for 
agriculture labour ( @ Rs.6/-) in the whole country. It 

made no efforts to revise this wage despite sustained 
struggle over past years. There was dharana of several 
thousand of agriculture labour at Bombay for three days 
but to no avail. Then there was a united conference at 
Kopargaon (Dist. Ahmednagar) two years ago attended by 

15000 agriculture labourers when last Loksabha elections 
campaign was at its peak. There were discussions with 
the state labor minister & when it seemed that some 
progress will at last be made, the Khet mazdoor leaders 
were told blunths that the state government did not want 
to disturb the status quo.

It is in this background that recent statement of 
its spokesmen have to be understood. Speaking at a meeting 
at Poona Shri V.S.Page, who is the Chairman of the committee 
to revise agriculture labour wages in the state and who is 
the architect of the present wage structure for them, said.

I do not understand how the centre has decided to fix 
Rs.11/- as the new minimum wage for agricultural labour, when 
we had proposed scaling it upto Rs.8/- only. The agricultural 

workers must get a wage which ensures their bare existence 
and nothing more. Granting them anything above that is 
dangerous for then we shall not get any labour for agricultural 
operations.’’

This has reference to employment guarantee scheme which
A

gives rural^laborjright to work and who would also be benefici
aries of the revised minimum wage. Mr. Page is concerned that 
if such a higher wage is given on government works, the workers 
would not work for kulaks unless they paid same or higher 
wages. Shri Page is very zealous to safeguard the interests 
of this class for cheap labour. In fact it was to permanently 
ensure this that Shri Page had introduced a novel ooncept 
in fixing minimum wage initially. He had then argued that an 
agricultural labour family has two earners and so a minimum 
wage must be fixed taking that i^to consideration. In fact 
at the recently held conference?state labour ministers 

at ^elhi, the labour minister from Maharashtra had argued
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this point and said that with two earners a khet mazdoor 
family in Maharashtra actually earned Rs.12/-* The central 
labour minister had evidently lapped up this argument 
going by press reports. The upshot is that the Maharashtra 
Government is in no mood to grant even the paltry rise of 
Rs.11/— f per day thaljhas been proposed

Reactions to Page’s stand were swift and sharp. Com.
C.D. Choudahary speaking on behalf of Maharashtra State
Khet Mazdoor union fitted the first Malfoy and demanded
Page’s resignation as Chairman of minimum wage committee
as he had openly shown hostitity to the interests of Khet
mazdoors. He called for joint action by all organisations.
working among agricultural labour. At Aurangabad a one day < *
dharana was organised opposite the collectroate in which 
a hundred khet mazdoors and representatives of five organisa
tions participated. The state level coordination committee 
of agricultural labour organisations was activised and it 
held its meeting on 16th June at Poona at which Shri B.N.Rajhans 
of Khet Mazdoor Panchyat, Com. Jeevanrao Savant representing
Lal Nisha^. Subhash Lomate representing Ukrand, ^hri Prabtefretfasr 
Bhuskate^othersrepresenting Kashtakari ^anghatana and other 
organisations in Thane District,Com. Sagar of P.W.P. Com. C.D.
Choudhary^others participated. The meeting decided that the 
proposed Rs.11/- kept the Khetmazdoor below poverty line and 
was unacceptable and demanded a minimum of Rs.1b/- linked with 
index number. It decided to organise protest actions culminat
ing in a state level protest action on 22nd July, all over 
the state. Ps the state assembly is meeting from 22nd June, 
it decided that efforts be made to raise the issue there ami 
force the government to make a commitment. Meanwhile reports 
of actions by different units to protest against Page’s 
statement and demanding his resignation continue to reach 
here. Undoubtely a united and ass sustained campaign will 
be required to force this kulak government to retreat and 
make it accept the just demands of g agricultural workers.
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