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VIB4S OF B.ﬂ.f. ON THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SITUATION,

A o S —

Country to-day i8 facing a grave aconomic i
crisis of an unprecedented magnituds, This is not of
a day's making but the cumulative effect of the wrong
sconomic policies pursuéd over the 'decades by the
Suyccessive éovernmanta at ths centre, Whoever may be
rasponsible for the creation of such a situation, the
stark reality has to be faced by one and all,

'/

The situation is very complex and unpara-
llellad ., It therefore requires immediats drastic and
affective remedies, It would be futile to search for
a way out through 8stsreotype or dcctrinare approach,
Even 8o the Goverament and the people Should ensure
that ths basic goals of the nation ares not forgotten
or compromised, Some of them ars sovereignty,achieveing
8glf reliant economy, econcmic indaependance, Social

Justice atc,

Keaping the above points in view whatever
unpleasant and drastic sSteps the government mey have
to take, these should bes of a gne time affair and for
a short term, The government should take the psople
into confidence and all its actions should be open,
Thess measurses 8should be utilised to strengthen our
ecbnomy and to enable it to stand on ite legs, Thus
the massive loan now being negotiated with the IMF
should be not at the cost of our basic goals but
should ba put to usa to eventually achieve thas above

goals,
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The devaluation of our curepency, by whatever
auphemistic name it is called, should ultimatly result
in the steady increass in the intrinsic value of the
rupes in raelation to the foreign currency, through

accelerated sconomic grouwth,

The balance of paymsent position is very
unfavourabls, This has to be ovsrcoms by imposing
strictest control over imdorts and enceouraging exports,
It should be ensured that the full valus of exported
goods is realized and comes to our country and dges
not go in foreign banks, Government expenditure should
ba‘raduced. Petrol con8umption s8hould bes curtailed,
The Government as well as the industrialists, the
trading community and affluent Section of the Socisty
Should adhare to financial discipline, They 8should set
example® by their honest and transparent actions about
their seriousness in improving the country's economy,
In such an event even the ordinery citizens and
Uorking people will not be wanting in making adequate

sacrifice8 which they may be called upon to maks,

The coming budget should limit the deficit
to the barest minimum apd steps should bs taken for
better collaction of revenue from ths saections of
spociety which could affeord to pay it, The govaernment
should not levy such taxes as could be easily passed
on to tha-qommon man 8t the lguest s8trata of the

8ociety,

A Y e



There is a greac nsad to revive the
swadeshi s8pirit in which the workers should take a
lsad, Indigenouss industries should be emcourageds
and the existing installed capacit! should be fully
utilised to increase producticon, To give the worKers
a 8sense of bslonging with the public sector units their
equity should bs throuwn open to the workars, Partici-
pation in the management by workers at varigus stages
.should be ensured, The prices of food and other articles
of daily use should not only be not increased but u
effective Staps should be taken to reduca to reasgnable
leval, The Bublic Bistribution Systsm should be

strengthened under the supservision of citizens committces

it is unfoétunatc that the Government has wide
opaned the doors of our ecaonomy fully to Multi-National
Corporation and forseign capitaly, Instead, the Govarnment
Should have preferad to invelvs the NRIS in the Natiods®
sconomic reconstruction activities, kven now it is not
too lata, A detailsd scheme sShould be draupm to attract
the saving® of tha NRIs to be invested 1n our eccnomy,
Intensive and extensive afforts should be sut afoot
to tap NRI resourcses as well as their talent skill and

tachnological sexperiencs,

If the help of MNCs and foreign capital is
absglutely found necaessary, it should be So regulated
as to benefit our country, They should not be allowed
to axploi£5u8. Their share of capital holding Shculd

not be increasad from the presant levsl and at any

cessost/=



rate not to 51% as is proposed, There should be restri-
ctions on the import of modern technology taking into
consideration our huge human resourcss, In this visu

a National Technology Policy to suit ouex sjituation

should be framad,

Qur licencing system has bred corruption
and sustainsd red tapisgp, Soc the propesed dselicenciing
- measure Should help to aliminato these malaise,

But at the same time it 8hould be ensurad that the

warkers intserests are not jeoparadised,

In all matters uhere workers are dirsctly
involvsd such as closure, privatisation, prior
negotiations shguld be held with workers and their

considsred visws raespacted,

The small scale sector and the Tiny Sectors
should ba sncouraged to flourish ,3c alsg the Bself-
employed sactor, Similarly technology aof import

substitution also sSnould bs encouragad,

It has to be closely watched hos the
Government Wwill be implementing its policies which
it has bean airing for some time now,, If instead af
taking adequate proper measurses to strsngthen our
national goals, The Government policies Stray away
from thesq goals, then BMS will be constrained to
mobilise induatrial and agricultural workers against

such wrong policies of the Govarnment,
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Camments fram BMS

The following paragraph may replace point Fo,.6 of the draft ,
6, Consumer Price Index Series,

At presert the consumer Price Index with 1982
as base year 1s prevalent with a conversion factor
to get the equivalent of 1960 series., The present
1982 series has been shrouded with controversy even
from the begining especially because the family
budget survey i8 not considered as fool proof and as
same of the unanimous recammendations of the Rath
Carmittee were not accepted by the Govermment in
restructuring the new series. To mollify to a certain
extent the opposition of the I'rade Unions, the then
Govermment revised the conversion factor from 4.75
as suggested earlier to 4.93 which has given same
.immediate relief in the matter of D,A. But still .
the Trade Unions feel that the present series is
defective and requires certain cocrective steps,

However, the 'rade Unions feel that a fresh
family suxvey be conducted rectifying the defects in
the earlier ones and a new series be introduced taking
the major trade unions into confidence and associating
them with every step of evolving the new series,
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para 1 = o change,

para 2 ¢

Bora 3 =

pPara 4 =

ﬁaxa S =

The 8ocund gantance giving tha raason for the erisis
is not acceptable to 8BNS a8 it 1s of bhe opinion on
that tne wrong @ccnaowic p&liciau have basn pursuaev
aven in tha danru sra unich Nenry himdslf admitiaed
at the fag end of his life,

S0. thae Bacond santence &hould be commerided on thae
Pallowing lines "But this 48 the result of wrong
econonic policied pursuraed aven from the early

years of our Lndependanca and cor' laued by
Sycoedsive Jovornmants,

Ne change.

This para may be changed a3 fpllouwss

"The Govarnment should take the nation into confidance
to Steor claar of the prosent crislis, as it aexpects all
8actions of tha paople to co-oparata in this task®, '

In the Pirst ventence after the words Industrial

nolicieies, dulete tne naxt thres woros and raplach

by “such as "

&) <o are in Pavour of delicencing as it uwguld recuce
curruption and nence tnis pura ady Le dulated,
Regal.ing 914 of Lthe edquity copilal therae 15 a
ra3fer:ncue Ln point.b

h) This L8 uK,

c) This is 0K,

d} Thero 18 thrust en saployment in uhe vill five

year plan, Policy 18 contracictes=workers must
be given alternative joba,

@) May ue chanyed as follgua:
“Raported larje #ask privatisatlon of Banks and
some of tha profit waking undertakings should not
bs rushed through, It must be given a sacond throug

¥) This is oK,
o) In vies of the inflation and high cost tha limit ¢

the monopoly definition will natusaliy go up @8 in
all casaes pf Such mattaers,

h) This is UK,

At tha snd, following may bse aduau®At vav Same tiaw “L‘

appceld Lo the workers Lo exteau cooperdthen im ail |
possiole ways in tiding over the present grave crisis®

This appeal 12 a must in the praseat unudual clircumste

Shannaadan



NATION AL T MPAI'N COMMITIEE OF TRADE UNIONS nNCC

_ _ Ry
NEW DELHI = //{

o 3oth December 1989

nri Ran 31193 P aswan ]
Ministe v of Labour and ARLlfgre

overmrent of Incia
Shran Fhakti Bhawan
New Delhi = 110 001

e ur Sl Paswanii,

The National Zampaign Committee welcomes the, fomation of the Nationgl
Front Joverrment and ts happy to note that you have become the Mirdster of
Labour and W 1fare. W hope under your tepure as a Minlster s¢swral problems
shich were kept pnding inordinately by the previous Coverrment would be
solved to the satisfaction of the Indian workers.

The National Camnpaign Comonittee of Tr.de Unions was fomed in 1981 to
fight for the common demands of the Indian workers. It consists of eight
®entral Ir.de Union organisations namely All India Trgde Union Congness(AI’lUC)
Bharstiya Mazioor Sangh(BMS), Entre of Indian Trgde Unions(ZIW), Hind Mamoor
SabhalHMS), Indian Trge Union Congressi ITUC), Trge Union Co-ordination
Gentre( UCC), United Trde Union Congress(UTUC) g United Trade Union Congmss
lenin SaranilUTUCAS), over 95 imdustrywise natiornal federations belonging .
to Central 4 Styte Govermment empleoyees, Railwavs, Banks, Insurgnee, Deterce
St-el, Zoal, Engireering, Fertilizer, Cil, hemical, Construction and othe r
industries. The NCC has organised several ngtioral movements in support of |

many of the workers demards.

The previous overment giopted anti-working class policies which has
hit the interest of the workers severely with the result that acute discontent
is prevailing gnmong them. W are drawing your attention to some of the
problems and we hope you will give due consideration to theése problems {n
the overall interest of the working class.

1. Wthdrawal of Industrial Relations Bill and Hospital and Other

Institutiops Bi1) - . —

The previous overmient introduced draconior Iilustrial felations Bill
in g surreptitious mgnreT in Rajya Sabha in May 1988. The trade unions
opposed this black Bill snd cmpaigned all over the country which forcea the
oveEIMmEnt Not to pursue the Bill so far. Hovever, since the 11 was
introducel in Rajya Sabhgs i1t still remains on the agnGa. It is therefore

nécessary to officially withdraw the Bill.

Similarly the Hospital anc other Institutions 3ill was passed in Rajya
Sabhy and was e fore Lok Sgbhi. The Bill depiives the employees of hospital

sno educitional instiwutions all trge union rights including even right to

o



raise dispute. "W request you to take steps to withdraw this Bill also at
ah egrly date,

The employees of defence industry have been arbitrarily excluded from
purview of the Industrial Disputes Act denying right of collective bargaining
ad ratsing any dispute. They have been further victims of Articles 309, 310
and 311 of the Constitutions and their services can be teminated without
assigning any reason. W would, therefore urge upon you to t ak€ NEC«sSary
legal 1€ asures to ensure that these workers are jiven their legltimate Trage
Union and democratic rights. -

#® would further request you to take necessary steps to bring a compre-
hensive Bill governing injwstrial relations in consultation with centraltrgde
union organisgtions.

At present the qestion of recognition of trge unions is left to the
mercy of the managment and the bureaucracy. ® would urge upon you to introc
central law providing for mcognition of a union through scret ballot of ok
the worke rs employed in g factory or establishment.

2. Scrappina of the New Series of Consumer Price Inde x:Bage 1932 = 100:

The previous Cove mment arbitrarily intmwduced New Series of Zonsumer Pri

-
Index with 1982 as the base year since October 1938 despite opnosition of wos

Py

of the trgde unions. Even the INTUC, later gAmitted the faulty charscter of
new Index. It is surprising that the intmduction of the new series was done
wi thout implementing some of the important recommendations of Rath Commi ttee
appointed by the Central Jove mmment as well as the directive given by the ILO
on the subject, W would therefore request you to scrap the new series of inde
introduced in October last year which is resulting in loss of rightful DA to
several lakhs of workers in our industrial undertakings.
3. -?nnvening-c;f Tripartite Committee on DA for Auplic Sector Updert,kings:
This Committee, even oneyx year after its appointment could not take any
decision so far. The (Bntril Govermment has not given any positive pmposal
to ensure full neutralisation of DA to workers. About 20 lakh workers are
awaiting the outcome of the Committee. Since the Union Labour Minister happens
to be the Chaiman of the Committee, it is necessary that expeditious stﬁpS
ar® taken to complete the work of the (Committee so that the Public Sector

workers receive full protection for the rise in prices of essential comnodities
4, lfRemoval of Geilings in the Pawment of Bonus Act:

As & result of the outmoded ceilings prevailing in the Pamént of Bonus
ict many workeTs stand to lose. The workers shose salary is above Hs 1600/ -
@t bonus on}y on the basis of the ceiling of R 1600/~ . Moreover, the

ceed/-
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worker cannot be pald bonus if his salary exceeds Rs 2500/-. These oceilings
were fixed when the price index was on the lower side and these two ceilings
virtually defeat the purpose of Bonus Act. There is also ceiling of 20 per
cent bonus even if there is gvailable surplus with the management. W
therefore request you to amend the Payment of Bonus Act to memove the three
ceilings so that workers right to bonus is properly protected.

5. Ceptral legiglation op Agrigulturs] lapbours
The Central Trade Union have been demanding central legislation on

agricultuTal labour since long. The Government of India appointed a Committee
to prepare a draft of the Bill . Though the Committee submitted a Report
giving our outline of the Bill, but it was not discusssd properly with the
Gentral Trgde Unlons with a view to give a final shape to it. Crores of
agricultural workers do not have any machinery to redress thelr grievances,
Though agriculture is a stat® subject a comprehensive central legislation will
bring unifomity in the matter all over the country. Me hope you will take

up this question on a top priority basis.

6. VUYporginised/Migrant/Bopded lapour:

The condition of over 15 cmres of workers in the uncrjghised w@ctor in

the country is most pitigble. The Minimun Nages Act covers only a snall mxx
portion of it while whatever wages are fixed by the machinery are not beling {
implemented . The §tanding Labour Committee decision to the effect that the
Minimun MNages fixed by the Committees would be above the poverty line has not
been implemented. National Minimum wage is to be fixed as per ILO Convention .
These workers DA 15 not linked with prices with the result that therm 1is no
automatic gljustment. The wages are not also revised periodically.

The conditions of migrant labour axd bonded 1gbour are beyond description.
Even the legal provisions ar® not being fully implemented ad feudzl loxds
in the villages openly violate the law. Apart from ensuring pmper imple-

méntation of law there is a3 need to impmww the legal provisions to extend
more benefit to these workers.

7. Ratification of ILO Conventions:

Various important conventions and recommendations of the ILO are not yet
been ratified py the Goverrment of India. Even conventions such as Freedom
of Association and Right to Organise are yet to be ratified, It is requested
that Govermment should discuss with the Central Trade Unions this matter in
depth and take suitable steps to ensure ratification of at least thé major
convention so that Inte mational Labour Standams are properly observed in
India.
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8. Closures and Ipdustrial Sickness:

The closures and industrial sickress is increasing at alaming proportion
with with 2 1akh 5 thousand @nits have 3lready been declared a3 either sick
or closed., Several lakhs of workers are rendered jobless due to this situation.
There is urgent need to consider the situation in depth in consultation with
the trzde unions so. that steps can be initiated to revive as maay units as
possible. Proper consultation with trade unions on a regular basis can
prevent sickness of several units. However the previous Govermment falled
to tackle the question in consultation with trgde unions and was fully
depending on asdministrative megsure. With new ovemment in power, we hope
expeditious measure will be taken to involve the trzde unions in an effectiwe

machinery to tackle this problem on a national basis.

These questions deserve urgent attention by the Gove mment. Ihere are

many other questions we would like to raise but we are refraining from doing
0. M may raise them when a bipartite dialogue is initaited by the Central
Government with the &Entral Tragde Union Organisations. .

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,



NATIONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE OF TR\Q_E_UN_I_O_X_V_S_ o™
New Delhi=l ’
11.7.91
shri K.Ramamurthy rf L
Minister of State for Labo.r \g (, ‘
Government of India \

New Delhi=1

Dear shri Rgmamurthy,

The National Campaign Comrittee of Trade Unions which
consists of Central Trade Union organisations namely,

All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC), Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU), Bharatiya Mazdoor Sanga (BMS),Hind
Mazdoor sabha (HMS), United Trade Union COngress (vruc).
United Trade Union Congress (Lenin Sarani), Trade Union
Co-ordination Cehtre (Tucc) and Indian Trade Union Congress
(ITUC) and 55 Industrial Pederations welcomes you on the
assumption of office as an “nion Labour Minister. We wish to
draw your attention to some of the most burning problems
agitating the minds of Indian workers so that expeditious -
steps are taken to settle them in the overall interest of
industrial relations in th= country.

1. Convening of the Tripartite Committee on DA in Public

Sector Undertaking;:

The Union Labour Minister is the ex-officio Chairman.of. the
27 member Tripartite Comm: ttee on DA for the public sector
undertékings. Though the Committee was appointed as early
as in November 1988 and was expected to complete the work
in six months. The life ¢f the committee was extended'fram
time to time till Septembc - 1991, As a result of the
inordinate delay there is acute discontent among the workers
in public sector undertakings. What 1s surprising is that
the Government representatives have not yet come forward
with any reasonable.propo:al for a settlement of the
dispute. The meeting of the Committee was repeatedly
postponed at short notices which is only adding to the
resentment among the workers. We would request you to
convene the meeting at ar early date so that the matters

are sorted out without any further delay.
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2. Removal of Ceilings on Bonus:

The trade union movement of India has been repeatedly deman-
ding removal of ceilings on bonus. However, despite repeated
assurances the ceiling rem-ined stagnant for several years
which resulted in exclusion of large number of workers from
the purview of the pPayment of Bonus Act. As a trade unionist
you are well aware of the »roblem and we would earnedtly
request you to bring an amendment to the Act providing for
removal of all the ceilings under the Act so that all
employees are paid bonus without any restrictions whatsocever.

3. Bill on Workers Participation in Managementg:

AS you are aware, the prefious Government introduced a Bill

on Workers Participation in Management providing for secret
ballot to determine the representation of the workers. Due

to uncertain political situaation, it could not be pursued
further. Trade upions have given some suggestions for imprdve=-
ment in the Bill. We would suggest that without basically
altering the Bill it should be improved and passed in the
current session of Parliarent so thatinvolvement of workers

is ensured in our industrial undertakings as soon as

possible.

4, Pension scheme for Wor'<erss

The workers in public and _-ivate sectors have been agitating
for a pension scheme for some time and in some public sector
undertakings, such as, SAIL and Coal India agreements had been
signed providing for a pension scheme with equal contribution
from the ﬁanagement and t*. workers. However, a recent.
circular issued by the BPE debarrs the managements from
making any contributions to the pension scheme. This would
create a serious situation in public sector undertakings. It
is necessary to take urgent steps-éb withdraw the circular

so that public sector workers are given the benefit of the
pension scheme at an early date.

Meanwhile the scheme worked out by the PF organisation also
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celee
requires some improvement. ﬁcco.aaxy steps should be taken
to improuve the scheme so that all workers can be covered by
the pension scheme which would be an important social

security measure in the country,

S« Bills on Agricultural and construction Workerss

Bills to govorn the working and living conditicnsg of Agri-

cultural and Construction workers havebeen promised by
successive governments on several occasions but have not seen
the light of the day. These two sectors which employ vast
sections of our population do not Jet any legzl protection
and are facing inhuman exploitation. Trade unions have been
agitating to bring these Eills since long while the matters
were raised in Parliament ‘rom time to time. Delay in
bringing these Bills will only add to the already accumula=
ted discontent among the workers.

we hope you would take per onal interest in the harrowing
conditione of these workers and bring the promised Bills at
an early date.

6. Fradulant series of Consumer Price Index 1382=100

At present the consumer pr.ce index with 1982 as base yeax

is prevalent with a conversion factor to gat the equivalent

of 1960 series. The present 1982 series has ;oen shrouded
with controv-rsy even from the beginning especially bucause
the family budget survey i: not considered as £00l proof

and as seme of the unenimous recommendations of the Rath
Ccommittee were rot accepted by the Government in restructuring
the new serlez. As a result of the opposition
of the Trade Unions, the t :n Government revised the canverw
sion factor from 4,75 as suggested sarlier to 4,93, But

ctill the Trade tUnions feel that th? present sories 1is
defective and raquire cert-in corrective steps.

Howevcr, the trade unions re of the view that a fresh family
survey Le conducted rectifying the defects in the earxlier
ones and a naw series be introduced by associating trade

..‘..
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unions at every step of evolving the new series, which

alone will restore confidence of the workers in the

consumer Price Index Numberse.

7. Convening of the SIC -nd'the’'ILC

The Tripartite consultation has not received sufficient
importance in the countrysince long and the trade union
movement has been demanding activisimg these committees.
The Indian Labour Confererce is not being convened regularly
while the meeting of the standing Labour Committee was not
called since the last Indian Labour Conference. Naturally,
the conditions of other tripartite committees can be easily
imagined.

We would reques£ you to convene at an early date a meeting
of the standing Labour Committee so that preparations can be
made to hold the Indian Labour Conference as socn as »

possible,

We hope you would give serious consideration to the proposals
given by us so that suitable steps can be taken to settle
them without any further <elaye.

Thanking you,

yours sincefely,
fh N Lﬁ ) Tht)
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Press Statement

Central Trode Unions Congratulate Working Class

W congratulate the working class of the country for successfully
obse rving strike on 30th August and joining the Bharat Bandh. Reports
reccived so far from a number of States indicate that despite threat ard
subve rsive activities of the managements the strike was successful in the

industrial céntres and other establishments.

The bandh was almost total in the States. Road and rai1l services

were dislocated at various places and shops and establishments were closed.

it condemn the Gove rmnment for unleashing brutal repression and arresting
thousands of people. W appeal to the working class and the trade unions
to further carry forward the struggle unitedly for a change of the Government

which only can meet their demynds.

Sd/- P K Gangquly(CITU)
sd/~ Homi Daji (AITUC)
Sd/~ Veere shwar Tiagi(HMS)

To

The Mews Editoxr/Spl. Correspondent

Sd/~ D D Shastri (TUCC) .
S/~ Abani Roy ( UTUC)
s/~ F.N. Mand a1(UTUC-LS)

Issued by =

—— ;I .
\ o SO Ly s®”

R e T

L} "‘.'. -

Yy

(p x ‘Ganguly)
Te lephone : 384071

For favour of publication



Press Release

Joint Fight Against C mﬁunall “m_ Dy

Central Tra de Unions

211 maior central trode union orgenisaticns have
decided to jointly launch =2 massive natiocnwide campaicn against
communalism 2nd Jivisive forces.

At &8 meetine 22l? ac New Delhi on 12tn July evoning at
the CITU Cffice, which was attended by the renresentatives of
the INTUC, MIMS, CITU, ~ITUC, TUCZ and UTUC under the chairman—

shin of Vireshwar Tiagli{(HMZ), it was Jecided tc start the anti-
communa:ism campaion by holding a naticral convention at Delhi
cn September 12.

The meeting voiced grave concern over the activities of
tigoted fundamentalists like Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Babri
1i¢ Action Committee whoe are whipsina un the corraunal
emotiong of the pecple at large, thus endangering the unity
end integrity of the country.The decision ©f the Vishwa Hindu

Farishad to gc ahead with the-Shilayanas at the Ram Janam

Bhoomi and demoliiicn of tho Babri ilasjid has ushered 1n an
explosive situ=ticn in the country as a whole., Crganisations

and parties like thne X535, BJP, Bajarang Zal, Muslim League,
Jemaite Iclami, ets are deliverately spreading communalism to
get thelr own narrow =2nds served. Added to thi:sc is the
terrorigic 0f secegsionict forces in J & ¥, Punjab, Assam and
oth>r states. All these divizive Iorcss are aided and akbetted by
foreign powers. Farocnial organizaticne like ths Shiv Sena
in Bombay are raisinj chsuvinistic and divisive slogans.

It is an issue of grave caoncern to the country' s trade

f‘“G&m@nxall~t

union movement, that has all alens bzen fr-e from rellgloua,l
communial, casteist and linguistic concideraticns, th-t such
divisive elements are systematically tryving to infiltrate
intc warious incdustrial centres like Jazmshedour, Ranchi,
Mocerut, Hyderakad, Kan:ur, Kota, hmedabad, Baroda, etc and

disrurt the unity of the worlers.

The country 'z working class movament can ill afford to
ba silent witness to these dangersus tronds and should fully
utilis=s the org=snise’ strength of the workers t effectively

meet the challenge .

oo/~



The Trade Union Centres _
/ thercfore appezl

2

o
°

to all unions

of workers to jein the naticnal conv-ntion at Delhi on
September 19, 1990, so that a countrywide joint
movemenrt can be launched to isclate the divisive and communal
forces to safeguard thz unity and integrity of the country.
. 1
\ / b
: REESe
e : 5 3¢
S.1.Rao (m170C) Vecereshwar Tiacgi (HMS)
| Mieas e
D.D.S h]SIIJ( VCC): Mah ner Qhwrmu\lﬂf‘
3 f
/ ‘a { .
{8 AL i 2 =
1\\"“*’“’ A BAGUA A S g ¢
K L Mahendra{x F 2bani Roy (UTUC)
{'A ‘ ‘. ' r— e '.‘,.l’.u

M.K Pandhe(

To

The Wews Editor/Spl.Corr

For

P K Canguly (CITH)
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Press Handout issued by the Central Tracde Unions
in the Press Conferencs held at Delni on 11.9, 90 Ko
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JOINT FIGHT AGaTHST J\.!L\'UUCT’XLTS‘L‘I ANDY DIVISIVE
FORCES BY CEWIRAL TRADE UNIOIS

..... - . - -

All major central trale union organisations have Aecided
to Jjointly launch a massgive nationwide cam aign arainst
communalism and Jdivisive forces.

At a mecting held at New Delhi on 12th July evenin:; 2t
the CITU office, which was attended by, LLM renresentatives of
the INTUC, W3S, CITU, AITUC, TUCCLagikbmbﬁ under the chairman-
shi» of Vireshwar Tiasi{HM3,, it was Jecided to start the
anti-communalism campaizn by hoidingzg a national convantion
at Delhi on Sestember 19.

The mseting voiced srave concern over ths activities of
bigoted fundamentalists like Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Sabri
Masjid Action Committee who are whipoing ud the comaunal
emotions of the peonle at large, thus endangering the unity
anad integrity of the country. The decision of the Vishwa
Hinduw Parisha? to 2o ahea?l with the construction of the lem
Janam 3hoom1/Proq October 30 and demolition of the Dabri
Masjid has ushered in an exilosive situation in the country
as a whole. Orcanisations'and narties like the R3S, BJP,
sajarang Dal, Muslim League, Jamaite Islami, etc are deli-
berately spreading communalisn to get their own narrow ends
served. Added to those are the terrorist of secessionist
forces 1liks the J.K Liberation rront, Jamoite Islami,
Khalistanis and the ULFA in J & X, Punjab and Assam res,ec-
tively. A11 these divisive forces are aided and abetted by
foreign porers. Parochial orranisehrtions like the Shiv 32na
are raisin. chauvinistic and divisive slogans.

It is an issue of grave cencern to the country’'s trade
union movement, that has 2ll along been free from religious,
fundamnentaiist, communal, castcist and linguistic conside-
rations, that such divisive o2lements are systematically
tryins to infiltrate into various industrial centres like

Jamshedrur, Ranchti, Meerut, Hyderabad, Kan-ur, Kota, Ahmedabad

7

Baroda, etc an! disrupt the unity of the workers.

The country's working class movemeant can 111 afford to
be silent witness to those lanserous trends and shoula fully
utilise the organised strength of the workers to effectively
meet the challen:e.

The Trade Union Centres thercfore anneal to all unions
of werkers to Jjoin the nationzl convention at Delhi on

e weie O =
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September 19, 1999, so thot a comwmtrywide joint movenent
can be lauachzd to isolate the divisive and con1u4qv forces
TQ "safdguard: the uniltyand intesrity ok be €ountry.
Subsequently soves2) ameetings were held to nrerare for
the.Convention and nlan out joint trnde union action Hroa—
ramnes on an all India lev:l. The meetin s were attended by
Gopeshwar, S N Pao, hamlal Thakkar{INTUZ); Veereshwar Tiagi,
Mahendra Sharma, Ramesh Agarwal(MMS); D D Shostri{TUIC):
Avani Roy.UfUC)s Pritish Chaanda, R.X Shama!UrUC-LS) and

i

il K, Pancdhe, P K Ganguly, Jibon dovy, Raniit Basu CITU).

o

It has bLeen planned to orpanise state level and
c¢istrict level conventions, rdllies communal haiiony,
marcies, etc all over the country to cammaign and isbl“tp

thuse divisive and communal forces. It has also been ﬁkanned
to organise an all India mlly at Ayo’hya/!alzabﬁ‘ G
Octobesr to »rotest amginst the decision of the VHP to

construct the temple at the disputed spot.

34/~ S.N.Rac{INTUC) Sa/- Veereshwer Tiagi (IS
3d/- D D Shastri{TUCC) 58/~ Abani: Roy. {UIUC)

Sd/-~ Pritish Chanda (UTUC-LS)
Si/- Homi Daji, K L Mahendra {AITUC)

.83/~ PK Ganguly, S B 3haradwaj {CITU)

Released by
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@ PUBLIC SECTOR T UNINS
Wew Delhi
23rd, Sept.1990
PRESS_COMIUNIQUE
R W TO \

1. The inordinate delay in settling the DA

question of the Publiec Sector workers on industrial DA
patéern 4is causing strong resentment among laks of
emplovees. Despite repeated assurances givem by the
Govermment the wark of the tripartite committee on DA
has reached bottleneck due to recalcitrent attitude of
the Gowt., representatives on the Committee.The trade
union moverment in publie sector has showm great patience
to settle the mafter amicably but 1t failed te yield
any results, "

18 The refusal of the Govt. of }-nﬂu to remove the
ceilings in the Payment of Bonus Act is dapriving lakhs
of public sectaor workers their right to bonus.Demand of
the trade unions to remove tie ceiling on eligibility e
and entitlement is falling on deaf fears.¥Whem the
festival is advancing ¥ery near this delay is
responsible £or acute d4iscontent among the public
sector workers alongwith the ocemeral working class.

3. The question of pension schemes in several Publiec
Sector undertakings is hanging fire for a long time.In
sans industries the deducticn fram wages of workers has
Started since 1989 but the pension schomes are not being
implemented so far.More than 2 vears have pasaed since
signing of settlements the dilatory tactics adopted by
the Govermment is only evoking bitter feclings among
the large sections of Public Sector Workers.

4, The representatives of Contral Trade Unions mot
the Uniomn Pinance Minister on 7th. Septenber 1990 who
assured that he would take same early staps.Nowaver,
the Central Govt.has not moved in ths matter so far,

S. In vigw of these developments we have been
loft with no other alternstive but to resort to direct «
action €0 prevail upon the Govt, of India to settles all
these prddlems without any further delay.We therefore
call upon all the publigc sector waekers 0 ddserve
STRIKE ON FRIDKY 13T™M. OCPGSER 1990 o protest

Contde 2.



sgainst the attitude of the Govt, of India en
these pressing issues.

.18 A meeting of representative; ef Publie
Secter unions will be held in New Delhd om 2nd.
Oztdber 1990 to planm effective steps to make the
strike sultBessful.

Yo We call won all the Publiec Sector unions
to cbsexve Zth. Ootcber 1990 as Dgmands Day by holding
Conveutions, mssting,demonstrations ete., to mdbilise
the workars for tihw strikae.

6. Na further appeal to the workers of all
affiliations to rally behind the Publiec Secter Workers
in this struggle so that they can achieve their

longstanding demands. v N
G NPT OV f Y ( | A M
" ¢ R.L.Mshendra ) (¥ K.Pandhe ) °
AllS India Trade Uniom Centre of Indian !ndo
Congrese. . Uniong
: 4 Wy s \/1\0"‘ ‘a;;am //(J/r'\f) itant
(n.g.muku} .. {ReKoSamant Rai )
Bharatys Magdoor Ssbhecongh  Uind Kaszdoos Ssbhy
' g 2 ; ; e
------- { Ootalghd ) - -- “““"‘J”“.”' A
sovgh Gaptre of Indian Trade Uniony
S a/;
----- f 8¢ Xe al -+« { Michael Pernandes)
MLl on_Congress Joins Scuicn Fromt
tangalere

( Rarzsimhe Reddy)
Lnation Committeg
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE.

New Delhi,
8 april '91

AITUC & _HM

TRADE UNION UNILZY TALKS BEGIN

- pal

The folloWing mempbers of Hind Mazdoor Sabha and
All India Trade Union Congress met to-day to discuss
the issues of unity between the two organisations.
S/snri Umraomal Purohit, General Secretary,S.C.C. Anthony
Pillai, Vice-President, Vasant Gupte, Secretary, Veereshwar
Tyagi, Secretary, A.D. Nagpal, Secretary of Hind Mazdoor
Sabha and Homi Daji,General Secretary, B.D.Joshi,
T.N.S8iddhanta, K.L. Mahendra and S8.K. Sanyal Secretaries

represented the All Incia Trade Union Congress.

They reiterated that the principle of trade unions
being independent of Government, Employers and political -
parties was the basis for effecting such a unity. On this
basis the widest possible trade union unity be achieved.
Such unity is extrenely important and urgent to fight back
the growing attacks on the working class .and unite to
fight the socially ficiparous tendencies like communalism

AXquo{gm;Awyan& saeizir<ay to ensure that the desirability of unity
/percolates at grass-~root 1l2avel, the meeting decided to

form a Co--Ordination Cormittee,

The Committee also appealed to all trade union centres
and independent trade unions and trade federations give
affirmative support the aforesaid objective, and participate
in the effort to forge a united trade union centre.

4 L .
[ /7(/{ Issued by : 20
/{1 by 1"1/‘ /7‘;4' v b {}\1

UMRAOMAIL, PUROHIT HOMI DAJTI
General Secretary,HMS General secretary,AITUC
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NATIONAL CAMPAIN COMMITTEE_OF TRADE UNIONS

‘ New Delhi,
PRESS STATEWMENT 12.4.8 \

NZC Demands Diglogue with Central Trade Unions
on New Sexies_of Consumer Price Index

The National Campaign Committee of Trade Unions in its meeting held
on 11th April evening discussed the situation arising on the ‘introducticn
of the new series of Consumer Price Index based on 1982 by the Government
of India unilaterally without considering the joint letter and memorandum

of the NCC respectively of 21st October and 25th November, 1988.

The meeting noted that all the Central Trade Unions were concerned
over the heavy financial loss as reported from Maharashtra. The meeting
demanded of the Government to start immediate dialogue on the issue with

the Central Trade Unions.

Struggle of Scooter India Viorkers: The meeting expressed serious concern
over the situation in Scooter India Ltd, where the workers have launched
a programme of indefinite sit in. The meeting extended full support to*
their struggle and demanded immediate withdrawal of the move of its

privatisation taken by the Covernment.

Syupreme_Court Verdict on Bhopsl Gas Disaster: The meeting also expressed

serious concern over the Supreme Court verdict on the Bhopal gas disaster
which failed to fix the liability of the crime and zllowed a paltry sum
to the victims. It decided to meet in the first half of May again to

formulate the concrete demands of the NCC on tre issue .

IS 2 T N
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(P K Gal‘.guly) 7

Te le phone ¢ 384071
To
The News Editor/Spl.Correspondent

For favour of publication

##% The meeting was presided over by D D Shastri of TUCC, and attended by
P ¥ Ganquly(CITU); T N Siddhanta (AITUC); British Chanda (UTUCIS);
Mahendra Sharma, Arun Daur (HM3); and G.Prabhakar, R K Bhakt (ms).,



Cable : “AITUCONG"
Telephones :

afeer wiadr 2= aftaT s
ALL INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

President : CHATURANAN MISHRA M.P. |
General Secretary : INDRAJIT GUPTA M.P. A New Delhi .

June 6, 1989.
NATIONAL ChMP&IGN COMMITIER OF TnADE UNIONS
Press Commun_iqug_i -

NCC TCO LAUNGL MOVEupENT AGsLNoT LOGKQITS,
CLOSULES AL rOR UNOKGANT SeD WO BLHS

The National Campaign Committee of Trade Unions in its
meeting held on 5th July,1989 expressed its serious concern
over the growing lockcuts,closures and industrial sickness all
over the country and decided to launch a countrywide mov:ment
to force the Govt. of India to take immediate measures against
them Jearly 2 lzkh industrial units are either sick or closed
resulting in l1oss of jobg of lakhs of workers,With a view to
chzlk out a countrywide programme of action the NCC has decided
to call e broader meeting along with industrywlse National
Federations in New Delhi on 30th July, 1989.

The meeting was presided over by J.S.Dara of INTUC (Dara)
and attended by Indrajit Gupta,Homi Daji,K.L.Mahenira,T.N.
Sidéhanta (AITUC),M K Jpandhe,P K .Ganguly (CITU),V.Tiagi and S.P.”
Singh (IMS),K .P .M shra,5.B,8ingh (BMS),Susheel Fhattacharya,
Abani Koy (UTUC),D .D.Shastri (TUCC).

41 India Convention of Warkers in Uncrganised sSector .

The NCC discussed the question of workers in the Unarga-
nised Sector who ere paid extremely low rate of wages and are
facing extremely difficult working and living conditions.Benefits
of Latour-Laws are not extsended to them.The meeting, therefore,
decided to orgeaiize a aauional convention of workers in the un-
organi sed Sector in the last week of September in New Delhi so
that a countrywide programme of joint movement can be organi sed
to press th. demeards ol these workers,

The meeting furtner considered the question of introduc-
tion of new series of Consumer rrice index with 1982 as the base
year &nd demended the scrapping of new series.lt decided to teke
joint steps in co.operation with other Trade Unions including
INTUC so that the Govt.ol India is prevailed upon to teke
measures to discontinuc the series. A joint delegation of ail
the Centrel Trade Unions will meet the Labour Minister and

submit & memorandum in this respecte. o " /
With grectings, [{ It At
( K .T#¥Mehendra)
Secretary,AITUC

Telephone No: 387320,386427


series.lt
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All India Trade Union Congress
24, Canning Lane NEW DELHI-110001
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EATIONAL CMPAIGN COMMITIEE OF TR\DE UNIONS -
New Delhi eS
315t . DecempeT, 1989
PIESS_COMMUNIQUE : S S | L LTS

Sub : _NCC deputation to Upion iinister{labour)

. ideputation led by the Mitional Campaign Committee met th
Union' Labour Minister, Shri dgn 3ilash Paswan on 30th Decemher, 194

at Shrama Shakti Bhawan. The deputation handed over a3 memorardum
to the Minister seking the withdrawl of number of anti working
class policies adopted by the previous Congre sst 1) Goverrment arc
legislation of new policies, ensuring cognition through
sscret ballot, minimum wages to aJiricultural and  unoryaniscd
workers. The Memorandum demanded the withdrawal ceilings in
payment of Borus “ct and also for immediate finalisation of

the D.A. Committee recommerdations for Fublic Sector workers.
It was demanded the ratification of vital inte rnational
gonventions and rcommendations of Inte rmnatioral Labour
Organisation. The Memorardum demanded urgent consultations
withthe Trde Unions for the initiative to revive as many

sick and closed units. _

The Union Minister has given patient hearing to the
deputation and assured pogitive conside rations of the issués
raised in the Memorandum. He stre ssed the need of mutual
consultation to 1€ solve the vital cuestions conce ming
industrial relations.

The deputation consisted of Shri Samar Mukhe rjec,

i, K. Pandhe, Jibor Roy( CIT), Indrajit Qupta, D.h. Sidhanta
(AITUC), Brij Mohan Toofan ( KIS ), R.K.Bhakatl RS ), J.5.Dam
and 3alaram Shama{ IMNC ), Pritish Chanda( UTUC-LS) and
D.D. shastri ( TUCC ).

Memnrandum to the Unicn Labour Mirnister is rele ased

for publication.

4 dssued by
[ alren— P2
JION ROY ) f

Phone : 38-4071



NATIONAL CAMPATON COMMITTEE OF TRADE UNIONS

NEW DELHI-1
DATED: 15.2, '1990

PRESS STATEMENT

The National Campaion Committee of*Trade Unions hails the
relezse of Jelson.MandQla,_nfter 27 Years of detention who was -
the symbol of the liboration struggle of the people of South
Africa against the racist regime and apartheid. The South African
racist regime has 2lso beon forced as a result of the intensified
struggle of the South African pcople and pressure of VYWorld
Fublic Opinion, to logalise the African National Congress{ ANC),
The South African Communist Party and other 2ntisapartheid orga-
nisation. But the emergency has not yct been fully lifted, not
all political prisoners have been set free nor the Apartheid
Stracture yet dismantled. The struggle therefore has to continue
and the pressure on the racist regime stepned up.

.

The N G C hails the historic victory of the South African
peoples loang drawn struggle and 2ssures continued support and
sclidarity in this new phase of struggle.

]

(KANAT BANERITEE) (BRIJ MOHAN TOOFAN )

it T R APl B S
( G. PRABHAKAR ) ( ARANI ROY ) ( DD SHASTRT )
BM S 3 A T G
( T. N SIDDHANTA) ( PRITHIS CHANDA ) & 3 S.D;%RA )
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The News Editor/Spl. Correspondent
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New lelhi-1
Press Statsaent 12791
The new economic measures amqmmounced by the Prine Finister
Shri P.V Rarasimha o in his talevision breoadesgt to the nation

recently is a clear indiontion that the new Governmant has acoented
in toto, all the conditionalitlias of the World mank and the Inter-

national Monetary fund., This virtumlly tantsmounts to India giving

up its efforts to bulld & self-reliant eoonomy,

The dewalutation of rupe=e to the tune of 22 percent vill make
imports costlier for the country. NMoreover, wa wlll have to export
more com:odities to eam the ssme smount of foreign exchange . This
is posaidle only £f the domestic consumption is reduced hringine
doﬁ the standari of living of ths peorer section of the notiety.

The situation will be further agzrevated by the steep rise
in prices of essential commoditiecs The relamation and removal of
ocontrols vill give & free reign to the oapitalists to charge higher
prices for tholr productss The withdrewsl of subaidies will essen-
tially hit the ruml and urban poor peoples

The 30 called removal of hurdles for foreisn fnvesters and
Nilds will only lead ¢to strangthening their grip over Indian economy
and aske its adwance stagmnt. The sultintionsl coapanies have
already made hesvy inroads in the country and ths new rolioy will
open floodgates for their panstration in our cowntry, The increase
in the foredgn equity participation with further enhances their
strangle~hold over our economy.

Indian indlgenous incustries will fin? it more difficult
to compete with foreign companies and may decome increasingly sick
or face closure.s This will only add to the already swelling amy
of the unempleyed.

Privatisation of public sector wndertskings is ouming in a
big wvay wiich will further damapge Incdia'’s gtrugplc for selfe
reliance. Deapite trade wnions prepa redness to co-oparate in
improving the perfomance of the public wniertakings the Govemsent
is not prupared to involve wrkors in effectively running the

ssas 2,.
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public sector wnits.

The Prime Minister's e¢all for facing hardship is only meant
for the wrkers and the toiling people while hig Husiness houses
and landlords are given free reign to loot the pesple of the country,
The forthcoming statement on industriacl p:licy and the budget in
Parlisment will hit very bard the comsong people of the couwntry.
Over andaucdasmisossbtaaeanent abo e that the wage freeze offe-
nsive will create difficulties in,/tromnhmmg ware negotiationa.

The trads union movemant cannot remain ag a szilent spectator
wvhen an all round attack on their standard of living 18 in the
offing. The National Campaign Committee of Traide Union therefore
calls upon tha working class to mise £ its voice of protast agninst
these poliocias all over the country. “ithout a sustained stmg@.é
against these policies tne standard of living of the working class
capmot bde protacted and self=peliance of the economy cannot be
preserved,



NATTONAL CAMPAIGN COMIITTEE OF TRADE UNICNS

New Delhi
15.7.91

PRESS STATEMENT

Trade Unions ExXpress Resentment at Govt's Economic Policies.

The chift in economic policies announced by the Prime Minister
Shri P V llzsrasimha Rao in his televiéion broadcact -to the nation
recently, the statem=nts made by the Finance and Commerce Minis-
ters, is @ clear indication that the new Govermnment has acceptad
in toto all the conditionalities of the World rank and the
Internaticnal JMonetary Fund., This virtually tantamounts to

India giving up its efforts » build a self-reliant economy.

The serious balance of payments crisis crested in India was mainly
due to reckless imports of luxurious items of consumption, imports
of products which con ke proiuced indigenously, wasteful governmen-—
tal expenditure. The foreign debt burden reached a collossal figure
cf .1,20,000 crores while internal debt was estimated to be

cver 2,00,000 crorz2s. The emcessive dependence on multinational
companies for ecoaomic develorment in India now come home to

roost.

The devaluation of rupee to the tune of 18 percent will make
imports costlier for the country. Moreover, we will have to

export more comuodities to ¢ :rn the same amount of foreign
exchange. This is possible only if the domestic consumption is
reduced bringing cown the standard of living of the poorer section
of the cociety.

The situation will be furth: o aggravated by the steep

rise in prices of eszential commodities. The relaxation and removal
of controls will give a free reign to the capitalists to charge
higher prices for their procucts. The withdrawal of subsidies

will escentially hit the rural and urban poor people.

"he so called removal of hurdles for foreign investers and NRIs

will only lead to strengthening their grip over Indian economy

LA D
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and make its advance stagnant. The multinational companies have

alrzady made heavy inroads in the country and the new policy will
cpen floodgates for their penetrration in our country. The
increase in the foreign equity participation will further enhance

treir strengle-hcld over cu - economy.

Indian indigenous industries will find it more difficult to
compete with foreign companiesand may become increasingly sick or
face closure. The acceptance of the right of the private sector
units to close down ths uni* at their sweet will will only ada

to the alreacy swelling army of the unemplcyed. The delicensing
of nzw units will lead to umplanned growth of units and the

natioral planninmg will become meaningless,

Privatisation of public sector undertakings is coming in a big
way which will further demace India's struggle for self-reliance.
Despite trade unicns prepareaness to co-operate in improving the
performance of the public undertakings the Government is nct
prepared to involve workers in effectively runmning the public

csector units.

The Prime Minister's call fcr facing hardship is only meant .for
the vorkers and the toiling people while big business houses and
landlords are given free. reign to loot the people of the country.
Jver and above that the wage freeze offensive will crezte

difficulties in the forthcoming wage negotiztions.

The trade union movenent can-ot remain as a silent spectator when
an all round attack on their standard of living is in the offing.
The Neticnal campaign Coranittee of Trade Unions therefcore calls
upon the working class to raise its voice of protest against ‘
these policiesaull over the country. Without\a sustained struggle
ag=inst these policies the ¢ andard of 1living of the working class
cannot be protected znd self-reliance &f the economy cannot be
preserved.

Issued by

To
The: Editor/News Editor/sSwl.Correspondent
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Press Release agf L C,// 26 July 1991

TRADE UNICNS DEMONSTRATED BEFORE PA\RLINMENT
PROTTETING NIV INDUSTRIAL PCLICY, INMF LON,
GINZRLL BUDGET AND DEV. LUATION OF RUPEE_

At the call of »ITUC,CITU,HMS,UTUC,UTUC(LS),TUCC, ITUC
more than three thousand workers unitedly voiced thelr strong
protest against the new industrial policy of the Cong(I) Govt.
IMF loan with anti--national conditionalities, devaluation of
rupee and gereral and railway budget on 26th inctant before the
Farliament. ] N

The worlcers men and women from different factories in andg
around Delhi assembled at the Jantar Mantar Park with flags and
festoonz shouting slogans. The gathering was addressed by the
national leaders of the participating trade unions.

The speakcrs sguarely condemend the new industrial policy
of the minority Cong(I) Government which they termed as complete
reversal of the Industrial Policy Rescolution of 1956 and departure
from the path of building self-reliant economy. They pointed cut
that the new policv hags opened the flooagate of our economy to
the foreign capital and multinational ccrporaticns which wouls
deal a sericus blow to our economic covereicnty and ultimately
the sovereign democratic polity too. The public sector has becn
drastically shrunk and with the dismentalling of MRTP Act and
delicensing of industrices the big businesz and monopcly capital
has been given to playv the commanding role in our economy hei~
therto rlaved by our public sector. The leaders have opined that
the new policy would result in closure of the cick factories
and unemplcoyment would further shoot u»n. With free hand given to
the foreign capital and big business/monopoly capital, the eco-
nomy will be completely out of Govt's grip as a result of which
the planning wi.l have no meaning and there will be distroted
growth of industry.

Criticising the budget the lesders said that it has given
severa . concessions to the capitalist whereas the poor people
are going to be hard hit due to increase in the prices of sugar,
petrol, cockinag gas and particularly fertiliser which would have
its adverc= impact on the prices of all agricultural produces
consumad by the people. Further due to huge amount of deficit
there will be inflation in the economy causing further price

rice.

The leaders said thet conditiowalities of the IIF loan is
the result of the new industrial policy and the budget and

devaluaticn of rupee. Thev rejected the proposal cf IMFP loan

e s -2/’—
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and said that there are alternetives to the same.

The tracde unions unitedly asked the workers to prepare
for a countrywide massive mcvement to compel the Government

to change its anti-working class policies.
taken
After the meeting a procession was / out from the
- L
park and proceded towards the Parliament. The procession was
stoppred by tne.pclice near the Patel Chowk. There the workers
were addressed by Indrajit Gupta,M.P and thzs concluding speech

wvas deliv~ored by M.¥.Pandhe,General Secretary,CiTU.

The mecting was addreszaed by ».¥.Pandhe and S B Bharadwaj
(cITU); Homi D= ji(AITUC); samarendra rundu(iMs); J S Dara(Iwuc);
R.Il.8harma (UTUC~-LS) ¢ and Maurya (TucC).

Releaced to the press by

K A CF,G W\H”VU
—4Kana&—ﬁanerjee
Thone: 3714071
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FOR INFORMATION TO THE YORKING COiDMITTEE L
M BER OF AITUC
PO.ER DEVELORMLNT CONVENTION. CJM SEMINAR DEMANDS HALT TO
PRIVAT ISAT ION

Te National Cempaign Committee(NCC) of Electricity employees
anions h2s demanded & halt to wholesale drive for privatisation of the power
sector and formulation of 2 comprehensive erlergy policy 4o remedy the ills
facing this vital industry. Bxperts, economists, parliamentorians and trade
unionists expressed wwpgerp over the policy of economic liberalisation pur-
sued over the last many years by successive govermments while participating
in a Seminar—cum-Convention organised at the Gandhi Memorial Hall in New
Delhi, on January, 13, 1991.

The Seminar was orgenised on the initiative of the 4ll~India
Federation of BElectricity Employees and the Rlectricity Smployees Federation
of India. It discussed the t.rrig. Privatisation in Pouer Industry and Power
Development and Envirowment.

The convention was presided over by AIFEE president A.B. Bardhan and
EEFI president E.Balenandah, M«P., vwho also acted as-co-moderators of the
Semiinar. Nearly 300 participants of electricity employees unions and some
pover engineers' agsociations participated in the convention.

thout 20 trade union leaders spoke on the declaration which was
moved =nd seconded by Shri Meel, Zxecutive Engineer,R2jesthan State Tlectri-
¢ity Board, and Shri Chakradhar Prasad Singh,General Secretary, AIFEG, Tes-"
pectively.

The declaration whith was 2dopted unanimously ha8 called for a2 campai
which includes seminars at all state capitals, rallies and demonstrations
at all district hesdquarters, and 2 mass dharna before parlizment during the
budget session. If the Govermment presisted in its drive to privatise desgpi-
te the public awareness campalgn of power workers, it has been proposed to
call 2 one-day token strike to protest ageinst the official policy

In 2 parallel meeting, the All-India Pouer Engineers Federation
hzs also resdlved to join in the seminars and coampaign 2g2inst privatisation
along with workers and their grade unions. This was conveyed to the conven—
tion by their spokesman, Shri gharma, Executive Bngineer and Shri N.D.Bais.

C.P.I.General gecretary Indrajit Gupta ssid while addressing the
Convention that a comprehensive power policy which took into consideration
2l1l the aspects of the problem should come from the platform of the federa—
tion of Trade Unions as a popular—denocratic alternative to the 111- 5v i
ved official policies.

With the power crisis getting severe every day, country would soon
be confronted with an 211 round crisis because electricity is & vital part
of the national econony. He admitted that there can be a combination of priv.
ate and pablic sector participation in the industry, tut giving control of th:
sector to the private business has to be combrtted with all their strength
by trade union movement. He s2id that it wag strage that the govermment did
not consult the trede unions vhile formulating its policies through the work-
ers who run power plants. They can not be ignored, he stressed.

Gupta said that India is one of the few Third world:countries which
manuf agctare the entire range of power eq uipnent. There is no 1limit to which
the BIEL can be expanded and modernised for the power industry's self rela-
iant development. The CPI General Secretary also fej4 there was need for im-
vrovenent of work ethics 2t the workplace.

ATFEE president A,.B.Bardhan said that the policy direction which
initiated privatisation has been followed over the last eight yesrs. Unfor-
tun2tely; the National Front govermment too contimmed the policy.

Now the policy was being pursued with a vengefal fervour.Power
Minister Kalyan Singh K=2lvi has been going a2round wooing businessmen to
enter the power sector. The problem of privatisation has assumed serious
dinensions in four states, he siad.

P.T.Q.
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In Mcharashtra, ~here Chief Minister gharad power a v4 that hie state
is showing the way, global tenders hAave been flo-ted for forulgn varticipation
in power generation and distribution . 1200 MW have teen ezrmarked for privati-
s2tion.

In Bihar, Tenughat @nd Chandil are to be turned over to the private
sector and Goenkas znd others haw been invited to invest in the industry. In
indhra pradesh,; the Chenna Reddy Govermment has teen following ssame course.
Similar statements are being made in U.P. 2and suggestions are bsing made to bi-
burcate the UPSEB into generation and distribation units. Trade unions, he =i&

xix said, have gone into action t5 oppose privatisation and to press their other
demnands.

In an inpressive exposition of the problem, Prof. Rajni yothari said
that spectre of privatisation should be taken serious note of in as much as it
undernines the very constitationel suthority of the state. Delivering his keynote
2ddress, he termed it as a doctrine which is becoming 2ccepted not only in India
but the world over.

The State has a constitutional responsibility to the workers and the
socieity. The private scctor and TNCs don't. The massive attack on the public
Sector is an attack on the rights of the workers, he said. Mege projects finan-
ocd by the orld Penk and TNCs are becoming increasingly caepital intensive whlch
ignore technologies which sre employment-—oriented and decentralised. =

Speaking of the doctrino of economic liberalisation, he said that giving
the plea of resource crunch 2nd b2l~nce of payments (foreign exchange) problens,
we are advised to tzke 12 export-oriented indust?ialisation. Such projects over—
1ook the basic necessities of the people. In fact, there is 2 nexus between
privatisation, Bxport-orisented development, decline in Bnployment opportunities
and enviromental distribution,

Prof. Kothari equated privatisation to the elimination of the people's
rights and the decline of the state's sovereighty. He exhorted various Ieft and
democratic forces to join the struggle to onge?g2in recapture the model of gelf-
relia ce of 1960s 2nd to restore to Indian state its prinacy.

Bx—Chairmnan of the Bihar State Electricity Board B. N. Ojha siad
previously power industry was run by priv-ote compsnies. It was nationalised to
increase its efficiency. low, strangely, there is talk about privatisation. If
denocracy fails, he asked, can we bring back monarchy 7 Then why this clamour Yo
revert to private 7.

Ojha felt that the po&er policy pursued over the years have been suil-
cidal one as we copied big contralised systems from other Western countries.

We could have set up more efficient and employment-intensive smaller
systens. Today the M2ga units are under utiliscd. There is huge westage on the one
hand, while we are unable to provide power to the villages, on the other.

K. 4shok Ras of the N2ational confederation of Officers' Associations of
Centrzl Public Sector Undertakings said there is no standerdisation in the power
sector despite 1its very high capitzsl intensiveness. Foreign equipments are not
made to our specifications as we get them under some 2id project which has
8o nony strings tied to then.

He said that while the world power equipmnent industry faces reeession
it sees in India =2 big markst. The HEL wgs not getting enough orders while we
£o on buying equipment =broed.

CITU leader M.K.Pandhe said that while Indi2 purchases equipment from
abrozd at prices tuyo to three times of the internctional rates, the BHEL is not
getting endugh orders. If all orders for our requirement are given to the HIEL,
its cost of production will also come dowm.

NTPC Executive Director $.M.C.Pillal s~»id that India‘'s per capita
power consunption was behind China ~nd even marginally behind Pakistan.

Contd..page 3
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EBEFI President B. B2lanandan said that the govermment wants o
racklessly pursue privetisation, it has issued a circaler to ensare 15
per vent profit to privote bhasiness houses which enter the power sector,
Privete conpanies will have to invest 11 per cent and financial instidutions
will praovide 40 per cent. Rest can come from ~bro~d. He wanted to know vhat was
nesnt by ' coming from abroad' will it not come in form of machinery and

equipment when our own power nanufacturing “industry has capacity to produce,
he ~gked.

He ridiculed the logic »f lacking resources given by govermment
saying that the Tetas and Birlas can enter the power industry investing just
five to six per cent. The rest will come from Public financial Institutions.
Yet they are assurcd 15 per cent returns on their investment.

Renowned economist Ashok Mitra and B2lraj Mehta had sent their
papers to be reasd out at geainar.

Deb Kumar Ganguli of World Federzation of Trade Jnions and K.
Vijayachandran,Secretary, Bareaa of Public Enterprises, Kerala, also spoke.
Ece i, B - ol
( Chak.radhar Pd. Singh)
General Secretery
{THEE i
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Dear Friends,

The meeting of NCC-CL on 8.9.90 at Indian Law Institute, New Delhi
under the Chairmanship of Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer, viewed with
gravity the situation wherein the Govt. of India, has failed to
introduce the Bill during the monsoon session of Parliament, in
spite of the repeated assurances of Union Labour Minister.

Moreover, the officials in collusion with the construction contractors,
have been trying to dilute the content and import of the central law
by delegating the power of setting up the Boards to State Governments
if and when each State likes ané thus to avoid the implementation of

a Central Act and create discrimination. The shirking of responsibi-
lity by Govt. of India, the biggest employer of construction labour,
has shocked the members of NCC-CL and the constituent Unions.

So, it was unanimously resolved to draw the attention of Govt. of
India to the long-pending demand of construction labour for Central
Law to requlate employment by construction labour boards at Central
State District and lLocal levels and registration of employers and
workers by the Board, recruitment of workers through the Board,
implementation of safety, social security such as ESI, PF, Gratuity,
Pension, minimum guarantee of wages and welfare measures such as

housing creches etc.
The Program would be

(i) to campaign from Oct 2 all over the country by
organising padayatras, public meetings and cycle
rallies of construction workers.

(1i) rally and picketing at Raj Bhavans in State Capitals
and at Shram Shakti Bhavan, New Delhi on Nov 12, 1990

by construction workers all over the country.
...2.-.



(iii) To pressurise Parliament Members of all political
parties in respective constituencies to support
the cause of construction workers.

This phase of agitation would be reviewed in a meeting of NCC-CL on
20th Nov. 1990 in New Delhi and further course of agitationfin the
form of rail roko by the end of this year and a strike in Govt.
Constructions by the end of financial year would be planned.

We have all been very anxiously awaiting the Union CGovt. 's favourable
action as promised by Union Labour Minister and our expectations have
been belied.

The Constitutents of NCC-CL as well as the Central trade unions and
the entire trade union movement in the country must rise to the
occasion and demonstrate the strength and might of construction labour
as well as the support of the working class on the question of +
Central Law for construction labour,

We request every organisation of construction labour and each and
every person and organisation intercested in the welfare and rights

of construction labour to join in the campaign, mobilise the mass of
construction labour and other workers in the agitational program and
also contribute by raising the issue in newspapers, journals by
writing articles, letters to editor, etc. talk to members of
Parliament and members of public, as well as raise financial resources
and make the agitation a great success. 1

We request the Central Trade Unions, Confederations, Fedexations, and
Unions at State District Taluk and local levels to convene their
respective committees at the earliest and plan the action program

in terms of campaign during Oct. 1990 and the agitation on Nov. 12.

We request you to write and inform the office of NCC-CL at Delhi
at frequent intervals so that the information could be shared with
everyone and the press as well as to cnable the participation of
members of NCC~CL in each others program.

L ..3. * e 9



We suggeSt that the following be included in your publicity material
such as pamphlets, leaflets, posters as well as in the memorandum to
Govt. of India through Governor, MPS ectc.

* The 20 million construction workers of the country

demand Construction Labour Boards -
at Central, State, District & Iocal Levels -
to regulate cmpnloyment and -

provide social security such as ESI, PF, Gratuity, Pension,

Insurance -
Welfare measures such as housing, creches and -

safety at the work spot.
* Enact the Central Law immediately as proposed by NCC-CL, P

* Implement -
the Recommendations of the Petition Committee of Lok Sabha,
the Assurances of the Election Manifesto of National Front,

the Promises of the Labour Minister, Sh.Ram Vilas Paswan.

Yours,
Wt

= —— /

X, AT
ol re -
< ’,..'

(SUBHASH BHATNAGAR)
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1st July 19¢0.

Dear TFriends,

Thnis is further to our circular dated 10th April 90. We resgret
the delay that has occurred in conveying to you the decisions taken at the
"CC-CL meeting of 9th May 90 at Delhi. Sarv Shri T.S.8ankaran, R.Venkat-
-ramani, S.Bhatanagar and V.Vijayalakshmi from Delhi, D.Thankappan and Ms
Gayatri Singh from Bombay, Vishnu Shukla from Kanpur, Geetha and Subbu from

Madras, M.M.Deshkar from Nagpur, and Gargl Sen, Ranjan and Sujit from Saha-
-ranour, were present at the meeting.
Siri Sankaran and Geetha reported the stand taken EE=S=m on the qué&sti’
-on of the central legislation for construction workers at the 29th Session
of the Indian Labour Conference., ‘

A Committee of Shri T.S.Sarnkaran, R.Venkatramani and S.Bhatnagar was

constituted to finalise the revision of the NCC=CL Bill and Scheme and to
get it printed by June 90.
Tt mas also decided that the CC-CL representatives should meet the M.Bs,

the Speaker and the Chairman of the present Petitions Committee with regard
to the central legislation.

Mainly due to the unavoidable involvement of the Delhi-based NCC-CL
activists in the situation arising from the enmasse demolitions of jhuggi
bastis of construction workers in Delhi,and efforts for their subsequent
rehabilitation in May-June, the above decisions could not be implemented

as per schedule., However some other activities were undertaken as reported
below.

A Press Conference was called on 9th May 90 to express our strong
reservations and protest against the two-day Seminar on the Constriction
Industry organised by the Planning Commission which completely ignored the
requirements and suggestions of the construction workers.A one-day conven-
-tion on the construction industry and a meeting with members of the
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TUI-RB was organised by the A.I.Confederation of B&C.W. on 27th May 9u
at New Delhi,

A short-notice meeting of the NCC—CL was held on 21st June 90 in
Wﬁiﬁb bes%%gid%ggwghiirman - Justice V.R, Krishna Iyer, T.p. Francis,K 7.g
D.Thankappan and S.Bhatnagar were present. It was reported that a draft
proposal of the Central Legislation on Construction Labour was being
circulated by the Ministry of Labour for the comments of the concerned
ministries. Despite the assurance of the Labour Minister that a copy
of this would be sent to Justice Krishna Iyer for his comments, no copy
had been received till then .

It was noted with concern that while the Minister of Labour Shri Ram
Vilas Paswan has been announcing and giving assurances from various
platforms that a Central Legislation on Construction Labour(with the
provisions of tripartite boards to regulate employment and provide social
security and labour welfare)would be enacted shortly; we have, on the
other:%g%y bitter experiences of the role being consistedtly played by
the bureaucracy unger the influence of buillders and contractors , to
sabotage the Rill, water down its provisions or lobby against its content.

The memory of the unscrupulous move of the DG(LW) in suppressing the
Sdb—group Peport &ter the deliberations of the Tripartite Working Group
on Construction Industry, and his attempt to replace the final draft
report by a BAI document is still fresh in our minds.(In fact the fate
of the final report is yet unknown!)

The bureaucrats also deleted the reference to the NCC-CL proposal
and the Revort of the Petitions Committee of the Lok Sabha from the Theme
Paper prepvared for the Seminar called by Shri Ram Vilas Paswan on 12th Feb
1290, Thus its more thanpossible that despite the Ministers assurance
that a copy of the draft proposal would be sent to Justice Iyer , that
the bureaucrats have obstructed it. We have also learnt that the Fuild:cr
Lobby ,who have been obstructing the Legislation so far, have been man-
-ipulating adverse reports on the draft proposal of the Labour Ministry
from the concerned ministries and public departments.

I¥ VIEW OF THE 4BOVE IT WAS DECIDED TC CALL TEE NEXT MEETING OF THE
NCC-CL ON 1lst AUGUST 1990 AT DELHI. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS NEXT MEETING
IS ZXTREMELY CRUCIAL AND THE PRESENCE OF ALL THOSE CONCERNED WITH THE
ENACTMENT OF A CENTRAL LEGISLATION IS IMPERATIVE,

At this meeting it is proposed that if a copy of the draft proposal
of the Govt., Bill be available, then we should critically assess it and
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1 pose ammendments accordingly. You are requested to come prepared for

such a discussion on behalf of vour organisation.
If the draft Bill is not available by 1lst August 90 and there is no

likelihood of its being introduced in the lonsoon Session of Parliament
then the meeting will discuss plans for an agitation to pressurise the
govt. for the early enactment of bthe legislation. /e must ensure that the
governnent is run by the elected representatives of the people and not by
bureaucrats controlled by vested interests. We must also ensure that these
revresentatives do indeed act in the interest 6f construction workers

who constititute a sizable number in almost every constituency of the

conntry. You are requested to prepare for such an agitation on behalf

of vour organisation

As soon as we recelve a copy of the draft Bill we shall post this to
all tre constituents of the NCC~CL. Kindly make efforts on vour own vart

also _to obtain a copy of the draft Bill through your organisation or

embers of Parliament known to you.

Ve request you once again to send your contribution (Rs. 500/~ for
state -~level organisations and Rs. 1000/~ for National-level organisations
if vou have not already done so, so as to meet the 17000/~ debit incurred
during the March to Parliament (30th March), Please remember that liberal

contributions from vou are our only source of funds.

Tinally we reiterate the importance of your presence in the lst August
meetines of the 1CC-CIL at Delhl., Please confirm your participation
immediztely.

Thanking you,
Yours

g

(S.Bhatnagar)
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We hope that you are already aware of the struggle at TVS employees
since lst May, 1990 in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka & Tamil Nadu for very
fundamental trade unioen rights i.e., workers freedom to form a trade
union of their choice and reference of disputes raised by the unions to
adjudication by the government. Both of these rights have been denied
to them since decades. Since many of the activists of NCC-CL are
involved in this struggle we take it as our duty to form a campaign
committee at Delhi to provide support to the struggle of the workers of
the TVS group of companies.

We are enclosing the photocopies of the recent material on this
struggle. Tomorrow i.e. on 25th July '90 the representatives of various
central trade unions will be joining a dharna at Madras in support of
this struggle. On this occasion we request you to issue a press
statemen and letters to the Chief Minister & Labour Minister of Tamil
Nadu expressing your support to the struggle.

Since the government of Tamil Nadu has turned a deaf year to the
fundamental rights of the workers it may be appropriate to seek an
intervention by the Union Minister for Labour to call a joint meeting of
the respective managements and unions. After our preliminary rounds of
discussions with Delhi offices of the Trade Unions we will inform you
the date, time and venue of a meeting to discuss the support we can
provide from Delhi to this struggle. We request you to kindly give us
your availability and we shall be thankful to you if you can provide us
your office space for such a meeting.

Thanking you,

Yours,

g

S. BHATNAGAR.
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February: 2. 1991
Dear Friends

Thise circular is to report on the meeting of the NOCC-CL held on  February
ist 1991 at Keralaza House, New Delhi to plan the future course of the cam-—
paign. Jdustice V R Eristina Iver, Shri T & Shankaran, R Venkataraman, Swami
Agnivesh, K K Bhakt, Rakest Bhardwai, ¥ Chandramouli. Ms Geetha and Ms
Mirmala Sundharam partacipated in the meseting, Shri F K Ganguli discussed
the agenda over the telephone with the Chairman, during the meeting.

(1) The repeated non—availability of the Minister of State +for Labour
inspite of prior appointments and the necessity to seek an appointment
with the Frime Minister (who is also in-charoe of the Ministéy of

° Labour) was noted in the meeting. Inspite of the continuous persua-
sion since the last five vears, the Central Government has failed to
enact a comprehensive legislation for construction labour. Therefore.,
the nesed to mobilize the support of all organizations of construction
workers +or a nationwids mass agitation was endorsed by all.,

(2) It was decided that the NCC-CL will organize a two—-days National
Convention of Construction Warkers in Delhi during the last week of
April 1991. This convention will debate upon the implications of the
regulation of emplovaent by Tripartite Comstruction Labour Boards at
Central, State, District and local levels, registration of employers
and workers by the Board, satety and social security provisions by the
Board such as ESI. PF, Gratuity,., Fension, Minimum Guarantee of Wages,
Weltare Provisions bv the Board such as housing/creches et education
and skill trainino and fimally the motitication of the Labouwr Minis--
try, Dovernment of India dated 19th October 1990 amending the EFF

\ Schems 19352. The convention will finalize the plan for a nation—wide
anitation of construction workers to imprsss upon the Central Govern-—
ment the need for an early enactment of a comprehensive Central Legis—
lation for twenty million construction workers. The convention will
alsn invite the leaders of all political parties to seesek their support
for this cause.

It was also decided that in the event of & declaration of the General
Elections in the country, the National Convention will be postponed
till the nest Government assumes office. State level conventions mayv
then be organized wherever possible to seek the support of all politi-
cal parties and cendidates ftor the Farliament elections and state
legislatures for the cause of construction workers.

Contd., Faages - 4
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€3) The National Convention of Construction Labour will be followed by &
three-day Workshop on the "Role of Construction Labour Unions in Skill
Formation and Low-Cost indigenous Technology in the Construction

Industry”. This worktshop will be hosted by the Nirman Mazdoor Fan-
chayat Sangam (Delhi) in collaboration with HUDCO and HABITAT FOLY-
TECHNIC. Three masons from each of the state level constituents of

the NCC-CL and two masons from each the smalier unions can participate
in this workshop. A detailled note and invitation letter Afor this
workshop will be sent to a&all the constituents of the NCC—-CL by the
Nirman Mazdoor Fanchavat Sanoam.

(4) The meeting decided that a nuarterly Campaign Newsletter/Bulletin will
begin publication from April 1991. Ms Sudha Bhardwal and Shri  Rakesh
Ehardws) have been given the joint responsibility of editing and
publishing the bulletin. For the first issue of the bulletain, all the
constituents of the NMCC-CL are reqguested to send at the earliest, &
note on their organization and their involvement with the NCOC-CL
alonowith photographs of recent activities and also any specific
matter which they want published. Flease sent your material for the
tbulletin (tor the first and subsequent 1ssues) to -

Ms Sudha Bhardwai
4 New Campus
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi 110 0867 X
2 (Flease mark NCC-CL clearly on the envelop. Do not send bulietin
material too the office address of the NCC-CL at E-23 Xavier
Apartment).

(9 The meeting decided that all the constituents of the NCC-CL will renew
their campaign with the members of Farliament and Members of the State
Legislative Gssemblies (for State Level Legislations). The Chairman,
NCC~CL. will write to the Chisf Ministers and leaders of political
parties once again to support the cause of construction workers in
their demand for Central and State Level Comprehensive Legislations.

Flease begin preparations for participating in the National Convention of
Construction Workers in late April 1991. We reouest vyou specially  to
mobilize funds Ffor this purpose and send the amounts by chegue/dratt  in
favour of NCOC-CL, New Delhi. Flease convene vouwr respective commititees at
State, District, Taluk and Local levels at the earliest to plam the numbsr
of participants, funds and other preparations necessary to make the nation-—
al' Convention a success. Also, we request you to keep the NCC-CL office a2t
Delhi informed of vour preparation so as to enable wus to plan  for  the
convention in advance.

We shall send you details of dates, venue and other arrangements 1n our
subsequent circulars.

2mls

S BHATNAGAR

NCC.JC
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% Nhakéver steps,
'Ouud+thn shpuld nok compremise with the.basic.goal of the
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STATSLENT OF PHI NATIONAL CAMPAIGHN COMIIIUTEL
O N
BCOWOMIC POLICISS OF T[HE GOVERNMENT.

The N.C.C. met under the Chairmanship of Shri ...
Siddhanta and adopted the following statemant on the Econom’ <
Policies of the Governmernt.

il The scoromic policies so far anmounced by the Governme *
have caused serious concern.

4 No doubt the country today is facing a great ¢conomic

, G 184 Se ; But- this is .the result of uncontrolled- libsralisat.-
ion in import of leury and non-essential goods, eXCra
cxp“ndl ure and, rackless import. indulged by the Gove rnment
over the oast many vears.

e S - (7 r G - |

o i be:bak&n‘ln th;s.masqrablt

ol SO (UG ISH IS FRTe, A

~Ataion rive uux.sgvure;gnty -Self Reliance dn-Sconomy

Economic Inacoond\uve and Bociakeduseicey inhe Lo

4. .Ft is"ulso important that the Government should take th
peopleanG other section likely to ke affected i.e. Trade
Unions into confidence. 1t is regrettable that the Governme-nth

has not donc se, not even in the case of massive loan now bf’~'

W

negotiated with IMF and World Bank and &£he Nation has not &
told of thue conditions thereof, The Government has already
devalued the rupee and sold gold without taking the p.
parties and the people into confidence

53 We are particularly perturbed of thne reported changes
which are= in the offing in the Industrial Policizs such ar-

-
-~ —

(ayDPelicencing of the Industrics to the exXten. !

\,// investment of Rs.e two hundred crores, coupled wit..
permission to foreign Capital to own 51% of Equic,
Capizal,

(b) Import of Foreign Capital should be regulated a..
their holding should not be allowed to _be.raised
above the prasent 12vel and in .no cas?
be upto 51%. (5 -

(c) Import of Medern Technolc should taks into accourn®
our spacific needs ana Our hugp human résources and
aneiployment and our indigenous technological
capabilities. Import substitution should ba er
These considerations are aosent in Governm . s

2clarcd policies,

(%) The socallad exic Policies an'! a freedom to clo-
factory at will, will adversely affecct the .
It is regrettasls, that Trade Uniones »s=r ~
consulzed in the matter.

(¢) FPurther the policies should ensure increase in
employment potential to solve the problem of
unemplovment, as was visualised the draft 8th Fiv
Year Plan.



(h) Uncontrolled growth of monopolies and bighouses should
be restricted.

(1) People are adversely affected by rising prices. We fully
share their agony. The policies announced by the Governme..c
to cut subsidies are likely to further increase the
prices of essential comnodities. This will adversely
affect working people and particularly the poorer sectionse.
The prices of food and essential commoditiees should not
be allowed to rise but rapid steps should be taken to
reduce the prices to reasonable level, The Public Distri-
bution System should be strengtheped undlr the supervision
of the Citizens Coammittee. While resolving the crisis thap
has overtaken the economy mare purden should not be
pledged on the working and the tciling people, instead the
affluent section should bear the major share,

6d The Worke rs willl howewver cooperate with any steps that
strengthen the independent and selfreldiantt €conomic
development, The N.C.C. calls upon the trade unions to
rouse the workers against these policies that wegken
the country's selfreliance and cause hardship to the
workers and the comnon people,

8d/-
i% HOMI DAJI, T.N.SIDDHANTA,K.L.,MAHENDRA
[ R i i s oy

2, M.K. PANDHE, ®P. ¥, GANGULY
O g - i

3. VIRESWAR TYAGI, M. SHARMA
* He M. S. )

4, R., K. BHAKT, VENUGOPAL
{ 4 Biaws M 368 11

5. NANI BHATTACHARYA, ABONI ROY 6. D, D. SHASTRI
éU.T.U.c.) (i W18 C. )

7. GYAN SINGH, R.K. SHARMA 8. J.S. DARA
(U.T.U.C. (L.S.) (I. B .)
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The followirg Statement has| issued by I..4.Siddhanta,
Secretary,All Indi2 Trade Union Congress, M.K. Pandhe,
Secretary, Centre of Indian lPrade Unions, Pritish
Chandra, Unitezd Trade Union Ceuntre (L.S).Susheel
shattacharya, Vice~Presid=nt-United Trade Union Congress,

D.D.Shascri, Irade Union Coordination Cenbtre=-TUCC and
Vireshwar Tyagi ,HMS.

"Pihie communal and divisive forces are trying their best
to cruate communal tension all over the ccuntry on the
issue of Ram Janam 3hoomi-Babri Masjid. The Rath Yatra
organised by BJP was an opin challengs to sccular
forces in the country. We therefore welcome the arrest
¢cf Shri L.XK.Advani and other measures taken by the
Government against comaunal forces in the councry.

We appeal to the working class of India to fight the
machinations of these communal forces sc that the _
unity of the workers is preserved all over the councry.
The need for maintaining communal harmony was never

so urgent in the recent past as it is today.

.

We appeal to the trade unions and workers of India to
Obscerve from 24th to 30tih October aAll India anti-Commu-
nalism weck as decided by Naticonal [Irads Union Conveént-
ion against Cowmunal ism held in Delhi recently.

We demand that the Government of India should take
strong measures against all forces who age trving to
instigate comaunal violence which alone will safeguard
the unity of the country™.

= - i - = - circulated by
' ; . [f—
A Y PP A (%
24 Canning Lane, (r.N.Biddhanta)
New Delhi. Secretary - A.I.T.U.C.

Dated: 23 October 1990. Telephone:s:387320/336427.
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Ine economic policies so far announced by the
Government have caused sericus conceIn.

No doubt the country today is fecing a gresat
economic crisis, Hat this is the result of unctrolled
liberalisation in import of luxury &nd non-essential goods
and extravangent expenditure and rackless import indulged
by the Govt. ovaer the past many years.

Whatevar steps are tc be tesken in this miserable
condition should not compromise with the basic goal of the
Nation i.e. our soveriegnity, Self Reliance in econoumy,
Zconomic Indpendence and 3ocial Justice.

It is also important that the Govt. shoauld take the
pecple and other sSection likely to be affected i.e. Trade
Unions should be taken into confidence. It is regretable
that the Govt. has not done so, not even in the case of
massive loan now being negotiated with IkP and «~orld Bank
and the nation has not been told of the conditions thereof.

We are particularly perturbed of the Tepor ted
changes which are in tne offing in the Industrial Pdlicies
wnicn are thes following ;-

(a) Delicencing of the Industries to the extent of an
investment of Ls. 2 Hundred Crores, coupled with
permission to foreign Capital to own 51% of
Bquity Cepital .

(b) Import of Foreign Capital should be regulated and
their holding should not be allowed to be raused
above the present level and in no case we will
allow to raise 51%.

() TImportof Modern Technology should take into accaunt
aur spacific needs and our huge human resources and
unempl oyment and our indigenous technoligiceal
capabilities. Impart substitution should be
encouragged . These considerations are abvsent in
Government 's declered policies.

(@) The so celled exite Policies ank a freedom to close
fectory will adversely affect the workeis. It is
regretable thai Trade Unions nave not besn consul ted
in the mattsr.



(e)

(£)

)
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Proposed large scale privatisation even of Banks
and profit making undertakings ;0es gainst tne
goal of self-reliance independent econouy.

The small scale and tiny Sectar should be the
encouragged to flarish. Instaad the Govt. has
propcsed to withdraw lower rate of interest to
these Sectors wnich opens posiltilities or these
Sectors being force to close down and adding to
unegipl oymen t. |

It is disconcerting that the difination of monopoly
have been broaden to cover only those Companies
have the assets of 1 thousand Grores and more.
This will lead to virtually uncontrolled growth of
the big hcouses.

‘People are adversz2ly affected by 'Eising prices.
we fully share thelr agony. The pclicies announced *
by the Govt, are liekly to further increas= the
prices of essential commodities. This will adverssly
affect working prople and particulearly the poar
section., This prices of food and essential commodi-
ties should not be allowed to rise but rapid step
should be teken to reduce the prices to reasonable
lavel . The Public Distribution System shcould be
streng thened under the supervision of the (itizens
Committee sWnile resclving the crisis that has
overtaken the economy more burden should not be
pledged on the tciling people,instead the affluent
section shculd bear the major share.

The N.C.C.calls upor. the workers to be vigilent

ageinst policies that wesken nations,self reliance and
cause hardshlp to the workers and thz common men.
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23, 1. 1991,

PDaax SzoBhet,

AR urgent eeating of the Naticnal
Conpaigh Committos TegArdiog the "Jaill. BHANG®
prograsms an 13%h Maren °*$1 shall e heid om
ronday the 25¢h Fobawary @ 1991 at the oifice
of th® A.lelstieve 8 5 pome

Pleapt 80e that your eryaniszatioa

L8 reprosinteds
dith greesin .u,

fours aincarsel yﬁ.

IR L ADANESD iAJ)

Cretarye
CITU,6 Talkatora Road,New Delhi
HeM. S. ,120 Babar Road,New Delhi
B.M.S., 2426/27 Tilak Gali,Chunamandi,Paharganj,Delhi
UTUC(LS) ,House No. 5636/78 Regherpura,Karolbagh,Delhi
UTUC, 17-B Ferozeshah Road,New Delhi
TUCC, 28 Rekabganj Road, New Delhi.
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INDI N TRADE UNION OMMITIEE AGAIN3T {p ARTHEID

DECL iR LTION |

This meeting convened by the Indisn Trzde Union Commi ttee Against
Apartheid at Delhi on February 24, 1990 hails the Ieleasé of Melson
Mardela, the legendary legder of the South African people after 27 years
of imprisonment by the apartheid r gyime. The mlegse of Nelson Mandels

and the 1ifting of ban on the African National Tonyrmss, the South

African Communist farty, the United Democratic Front and the Congress of
South African Trade Unions were the wsults of undeterred strugale of the
South African people against apartheid regime and its imperialist

cohorts.

The mee ting wamly greets and congratulates the Afric.n National Congress
and the people of South Africg for their valiant strugjle whieh  attracted
intt mational suppért ard forced the racist wgime to 1€ lgase MNelson
Mardels and 1ift the ban on the anti-apartheid organisations.

#th the zeal of strugjyle for the South African prople, Nelson Mandela
joined the African National Tongress -t the 3 of 25 and alongwith

Walte r Sisulu, Oliver Tambo, ‘ntor Lembede snd otht rs was the driving force
in transfoming the WT into 3 mass poople’'s movement ‘taking militant
actinns against apartheid. Despits being subjected to repeated banning
orders, Nelson Mandela played the leyding rnle in convening the Congress
of Peoples in Junc, 1995, whore the favous Freedom harter was fopted.
Nelson Mandela was arrested alongwi th others and charged with high
treason. After a marathon tmason trial he was acquitted alonqgwith

others, but the acquittal was followed by barbaric rprsssion by the
racist 1€ gime 1e§ding to the Sharpeville massacte in 1960. The violent

and savace wpression compolled the WNC to review its non-violent

me ans of strugjle and fom the amed wing -~ Unkhonto-~ie-3izwe, to wage

the 1life or death struggle to dismantle apartheid. Nelson Mandels becmme
the  Commarde r-in-Chief of the Umkhonto-#.Sizwc. He had to go unde rymund,
but ultimately was arrested in 1962 and was senteneed to 1ife imprison-

ment on June 12, 19€4.



B DT
MNelson Mandela spent 27 years in prison and was subjected to harx
labour. But his stature as thc symbol of r€sistance continusd. to grow
21l these years, drawing int:rnsticnal support to the grim strugjyle of
the South African peoplée and the demand for comprehensive s-nctions against
the Tacist o gime and dismantlin; of aparthoid . The racist rgime got

}

sustenance only from a few imperialist countrics like Britain and fmerica
and the€ multinational corporations.

shile hailing the rmlegse of Nelson Mande 1a, the méeting emphasises that
it i5 enly a step forward anG owened a3 néw chapt.r towards th¢ Joal of the
M3 Far the total disnantling of the apartheid structur and establishmint
of a frv., non-racial and democratic South Africa in pursunc. of ths
Frecdom Shart r.

The meeting asserts that thé apartheid stmucture mmains down to its mots.
The eme rEncy has not been fully lifte<. Ower 3,000 patrints -¢ still
s€ rving sentences in the jails. Bartharous rmepression still continues as

v3s unle ashed on the reople rejoicing owr Nelson Mandela's mlc qse,
L}

The mee ting condemns the mverment of Margaret Thatcher for unilaterally

wl thd rawing ¢ven the most nominal sanctions that were the e, totally

isalating itself from the BEumpran Community.

The meetiny is confident that with its rich exp: rience of stmagl s, the

WC and the Scuth African eeple und. r the wnewed ledership of

Nelson Mandela will carry forward thé struggle to its successful end by
dismantling apartheid in its totality and establish a free, democratic and
non—raci 1 South AMrica. The Indisn Trce Union Commi ttee” Ayainst Apartheid
T solvis to ke¢p up the glorious trfition of Indii in tht stwg-le

ayainst apartheid and ¢xtend Ffull support to the Afric-n Nationol Condgm ss

in its continuing stmgyle.
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CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

6, TALKATORA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001

President : o é ECEIVEL

B. T. RANADIVE

General Secretary ¢
SAMAR MUKHERIJEE

! b I3
AITUC, HMS, BMS,UTUC, L-v ALY U;& 4

TUCC, UTUC(LS), JTUC(DaTa) .

Dear Comrades,

Re: Meetipg of NCC op_ 11th Apxil
A meeting of the National Campaign Committee of Trade Unions
will be held on 11th April, 1989 at 6 P at 6, Talkatora

Road, New Delhi. The meeting will discuss about some action

programme on the new series of Consumer Price Index.
Please make it convenient to attend the meeting.

With greetings,

Yours comrzdely,
1 Y

- ¥

(P K Ganguly)
Secretary

&
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A meating of the N,0.0e was held at AT
02£4Cae 24 Canning iLanc, d°w DAlhi on 2.1.9) with Come Ve Tyagd
{HaMeS5e) &n the GNhadce

Howsd vaji (AlTW), m.ﬁol‘o'd:m (CLTud,
ShEh neki.hakb{Mal, Comeiahendia Snarma (WM. i, ComeELoMalerniza
and Jom. r.u.slddnmmu.. ie WalBel) anu Gome JLlDOD ROY \CiTUH)
weL® Praseiit.

Eduble seciUn 9o
I% wae sesvived €L vrjanist a Gharua in igant
9% ‘the shram shaiti Buavas on JBQJANUSRE 1O) £508 10s0eds
80 8 P, ONn LM Dene A0 pabl ic 52CW0: as Ch [ afl lamant
is An seseicne

it was decdied chat thers 48 nO ovjection AL
vifigurs ABssClaticn participatos.

It wa9 4190 GBCL WU U appoal S0 LD .elleisdele
L0 participate in the Dhagnae.
Atlwast 29 persone shall be aobilised by each

- -4 &
“Ential ULrgaisat one at INTUC Office

-4dn thy meeting on Sth Jeansuazy 'J1/the detail~d
progtanme Of aCtivcn luading S a days estrike wiil be
chal ked Qut,.

20gahgE Limes

it vas fes0lveqd chat there shell &Y “Jail On-nu®
movenant eyealnst thz rige in prices on i3th MARSH 91 to
denand "sring Down Prigus®,

‘Ml thw trade unions shall be fnvited ¢ pastie
elpate,

in peejagation for the sane Deihi unicnhs ashail
hold a Sonveancion aitar Molie.

he esalrzal organtastivcns shall mobil 4se¢ at least
500 cach tu cuusrt arrast,

in tihe 3tgte caplitals thwe Irade uniocns shall
O 8i3e GRBONsLLIATIONS BOIDIU Che ASSORDEY On i aopening
day ayolast piico risve The mestivn of couiging argeat
Of A0t Ccan b Jaglided Oy the SLale N, .ce COmNIItESS.
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3) The NeGee SupOrtas the strike call in the
drd week o€ January fox ralsing the ninisus =ajes in
Dul tide

b

The naxt BeEting © Thr Helete shall be hald

at the Hedese0ffice oo 380 MACU APOL 8% 4, Pade

/49 i K7

(Nl baJld )

' Teles 387:20/366427
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S) uruc 6) UTUC (Ls) 7) ITUCC
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COVL IhihrT OF TND A

»r ~ - 5
MILNISTRY ¢ ‘F LASCGIR
A T L S

New Delhi, Anri 3y K990

All Centrel Organisstions of Emrloyers znd ‘workers.

Subiect - 77th Scssion of the International Lzbour
Conference {June 1990) ~ Revort IV{ZE) on
Night work and kevort VEIB) on Safety in
the usz of Chenicals gt work,

R 2
Sir,

I am directed to refer te this Hinistry's letter
of even nuwrker doted March 12, 1990 on tLe abowe 'tject
anc to recuest thet your commonts, if any, on the "Proposad
Texts" meay kindly ke sent te this Minictry immediately,

Yours faith{iuvily,

[ RECEIVEL. T A .

(H.P.Aaa&nj
Joinmt Lilrector

2< APR19S0 T.No. 3711120

LLY.L0&
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To Parliament Members : X ,///

-

At
The representatives of the AITUC and CITU had %o meetings
with the Labour !Minister and all the amendments suggecsted by both

were discussed.
The Minister has agreed to move the following
amendments officially :

1. The defination of workman shall be so amended that
cieling of Rg.1600 for supervisors ghall be removed
which means supervisors will also be workman for the
purposeg of this act,

2., 1Instesd of other workmen "Executives" shall be inserted.

3. A clause will be added that if a workman member of the
participative forum is dismigsed or victimised and his
case is in disputéﬁéhall be continue to be treated as a
workman till a final decision is awarded.

4, In the board 25 percent directors sgshall be from amongst
the workmen and executives in proportion to their strength,
with a minimum of one member from amonget both workmen and
executives,

5. The gcheme under the act shall be drafted in consultation
with the employers and employees.

The representatives of the AILUC and CILU made it
clear that our members will move amendments requiring that 50 percent
of the director shall be from amongst the workers. 1he Prime Hinister
had said that capital and labour are equal partners. The Trade
unions in the national seminar were unanimous that 50 percent
representatives of the worker shall be on the board of director.

Further the management ghould not take any
decision of transfer of capital, introduction of new technology,
retrenchment or closure before discussion in the board of directors.

contdeeseeceel
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The Minister pointed out that some parties wanted
reference to select committee and for dilatory tactics.
We maid that the ALTUC and CITU want the bill to be
passed during this segsion.

1t was also agreed that the secret ballot shall be

conducted by a committee with representatives of the

contending wunions and a representative of the employees.
In view of the above the following amendments need to

WA

be moved :-
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