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Desar Brother Dange,

Prague, 1Oth . January. 98 .

Cde S.A. Dange

Genersl Secretary

All1-Indian Trade Union Congress
4, Ashoko Road

NEW DoLHI
—  India

wrote to you on the 14th November

requesting an article dealing with the question

of young workers in your country and explaining
that we needed this article as part of our prep-
srations for the World Conference of Young Workers.
e are very anxious to receive this article as
soon as possible and would be glad to know from

(PrACE) 5618570

you what you have been able to arrange.

Best wishes,
Yours fraternally,

O, 0, Cpor=tis

/Jagk Woddis
Press & Puwblications Dept.



January 17, 1958

Comrade Luigi Grassi,

Secretary,

World Federation of Trade Unionms,
Prague, Czechoslovakia.

Dear Comrade,

We have received your letter DP-50/57 dated
27tk December 1957 on the 3rd International Trade
Conference of the Leather, Shoe, Fur and lLeather
Products workers' TUI.

We have published the detaile of this Conference
in our official organ, the TRADE UNION RECCRC. From
the reports received by us, we could inform you
that unions of leather workers are preparing
to participate in this Conference. The All-India
Leather Workers' Federation is, we are sure, keeping
in touch with the T.U.I.

With warm greetings,
Fraternally yours,
— IT.

(K.G.5riwastava)
Secretary
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DP-50/57

Dear Brothers,

(V' As_you lnmow, the Trade Unions International of
Leather, Shoe, ¥ur and Leather Products iorkers

(Trade Department of the 7.7.T7.U.) is holding its 3rd
International Trade Conference in Berlin from 17 to 20
Mgy, 1958. Tha Agenda will be as follows:

1. Task and activities of the T.U.I. in safe-
guarding and improving living and working conditions
of all workers, including home workers, against
unemployment and for full euployment, against every
form of discrimination, for itrade union rights and
democratic freedom, for trade union unity and united
action, for national independeinice and for neace, with
speeial econcern of the situation and the struggles of
leather workcers in the Arab and Latin American countrics.

2e Collective agreements - as an effective weapon
in the siruggle for better living and working conditioans,
against incrcascd exploitation and the disastrous con-
sequences of cepitalist rationalisation and sutomation.

The Conference will be widely representative and
democratic with the aim of unity. Jorkers' represent-
atives from the trade orgenisations concerncd, whether
these are affiliated to owr T.U.I., to some other

ano/
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international organisation or autonomous, will be
entitled to attend the Conference and take part in
the discussion on all the items on the agenda with
uqual_rlghxezr"Thlo assembly will provide an opport-

. ty for a free exehange of views and cxpericnce
jg between leather and fur workers of different countrics,
S regardless of their international trade union aoffil-

iation and political opinion. It will help to foster
friendshin and unity omong lcather and fur workers of
all countrics.

If we want to achicve such results we muet have
the help of all national ccntres. The Seecrcteriat of
the W.F.T.U. therefore asks you to assist ia the rre-
paration of the Conference, popularisc il c.uong *ho
workers and sce to it that representative ¢:legations
are clected, i are ecrtain that you will Tepie DOSu
what methods and forms of actions arc moat cuitehi.
in your country.

With fratcornal greetings,
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"Appeal
to all workers in the leather industry.

Dear Friends,

You all desire a better life for yourself and your families. All of you, irrespective of your trade
union affiliation or unorganised at all have common aims which you must defend. You are figh-
ting everywhere for higher wages, a shorter working week, against further price increases, for an
improvement in the social legislation, against the inhuman speed-up, for trade union rights, free-
dom and peace. In your struggles for the achievement of your just demands you found unity to be
a key to success while disunity endangers victory.

Fellow workers in the socialist countries! Exert all efforts to achieve new successes in your na-
tional economy which in turn help further improve the living standard of all the working people
and eliminate shortcomings and difficulties in the construction of your homeland. Fight together
with the working people of the world for the maintenance of peace.

Fellow workers, these vital questions will be discussed at the IlIrd International Conference
of Leather, Shoe, Fur and Leather Products Workers, in Berlin 17th—20th May, 1958.

The Conference is open to all working men and women and to all trade union organisations in
the leather industry, irrespective of their national and international affiliation. This Conference
will be a professional and a democratic one, where all delegates, observers and guests will have the
same right to speak on all questions included in the agenda of the conference, which will be as
follows:

1. Task and activities of the T.U.I. in safeguarding and improving living and working condit-
ions of all workers, including home workers, against unemployment and for full employment,
against every form of discrimination, for trade union rights and democratic freedom, for trade
union unity and united action, for national independence and for peace, with special concern of
the situation and the struggles of leather workers in the Arab and Latin American countries.

2. Collective agreements — as an effective weapon in the struggle for better living and working
conditions, against increased exploitation and the disastrous consequences of capitalist rationali-
sation and automation.

Working men and women, juvenile workers of all leather industrial branches!

We, fraternally invite you to participate in the discussion of questions raised in the agenda of
the conference and in its broad, democratic preparation. Elect your delegates to the conference.

Experiences of your struggles which your delegates will present to the conference will bene-
fit our whole movement.

The discussion of the everyday problems confronting you and the resolutions adopted during
the coference will help us to achieve new success in our future struggles.

In the shops and at all trade union meetings you should find the best means to extend and
strengthen your united action and strive for the attainment of national and international trade
union unity. This will create the best conditions for a better life, social progress, the extension
of trade union rights and democratic freedom, for the peaceful solution of all international issues,
for coexistence of all peoples and the maintenance of peace throughout the world.

The IlIrd International Conference is your conference and it depends, therefore, on you, on your
preparatory work and on your united action to make it a milestone in the life of all workers, men
and women, young and old and in the life of the trade union organisations.

Long live the Iird International Conference of leather, shoe, fur and leather products workers
and their trade union organisations.

Administrative Committee of the Leather, Shoe,
Fur and Leather Products Workers Trade Unions

Prague, 22nd October, 1957. International.



Copx of letter from
wW.F.T.U.

Jan 15 1958

Deur brethers,

The i%th Sessicn of the Executive Committee of the
WFTU hag endcrsed the setting up of an Orzanising Committee
tc b2ln the prelarztion of the First wWorld Trade Unicn
Conference of Young Workers., As ycu know, this Committee
for which your orgirisstion has bean a2sked to nominate a
representelive, will meet twice.

ret meeting will take place on the 14th and 15th
g2 pt Lhe WFTU H,4. 3n FRAGUE.

The mgir guesticns [or discussion will be:
- Conference rgerda

-~ The actual stage of the preparztion and
cresnisation of the Conference.

We think, that Brother Mahendra Sen, who is a memher
of the VFil staff could represent you on this Committee.

Hotertheless, perhars it weuld be good if you =end
him the lateet information and ycur opinions on the items
proposed for diacusgion,

Hoping for an early reply,

Youre fraternally,

G.CABADKI,
Secretary of the WFTU
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Dear Brother Dange,

Prague, ~ 7777 J  TEY T T

Brother

S.A, Dange, General oecretary
All1-India Trade Union Congress
4 Ashoka Road

NEW DELHI

de would like to refer back to our letter of <2 December,
1957 and draw your attention to tne need to increase the preparation
in your country of the First World Coanflerence of Younz workers which
will be held in Prague from 14 to 20 July, 1953,

The Conference will only ve able to attein its goal if
preparations are made so as to open and encourage a discussion on
proolems of youanz workers and to promote their common action for
their demands and rights as well as uaited action of trade uaions of
every tendency on pehalf of young workers both nationally and inter-
nationaly. We understand tnat considerabie efforts will be needed
in each couatry to popularise the Conference and to ensure the pre-
oaratory and organisational work. Sut we are convinced that your
trade union centre will do its utmost to contrioute to the smooth
procedure and success of the Conference. We would in the first place
ask you to ensure the participation of every type of non-affiliated
organisation in the preparation of the Conference and to investigate
how the suggestions included in the Appeal could be carried into
effect, for exampls, the formation of a broadly representative and

united Prenaratory Committee.

#e shall be glad to receive news of any measures you have
taken and activities you arrange, because these can be used to en-
courage an exchange of experience between different countries and

trade union organisations.

Please let us know what we can do to help you to ensure
the participation of non-affiliated organisations in your couatry.
If you think that it might be useful if we wrote to these organisa-
tions directly, or at least to some of them, please let us have

their addresses.

QRECKD 06 17148

O!D/Oll'


might.be

3ince the World Conference of Young #Workers will be in
the nature of a working body the numoer of delegates and oberservers
will be limited to 500. dNevertheless it is hoped that delegations
participating in the Conference will be united and representative.

Je believe that you have already examined all these tasks
and that you will choose the most suitable form in order to carry
out good and fruitful work.

Hoping to hear from you, we send you fraternal greetings.
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FOR BRO. DANGE

Notes on statements.

GRISHIN, USSR

Struggle of the peoples of the colonial comntriesf for
national liberation has taken on even greater proportions between
TJITI and IV CongresSSesS essecesevse

In endeavouring to change the course of history and to
ward off the complete collapse of the colonial system, the
impe#ialists unceremoniously intervene in the affairs of
soveriegn states....wars in Africa and 'Ksia...Oman, Yemen, Kenya,
Cyprus, Algeria, Jordan etc -

REINADA, BOLIVIE

Following the revolution of 1952 the newly formed
United Werkers Centre of Bolivia imposed on the government a
progremme including nationalisation of the mines, agrarian
reform, universal suffrage, workers' and peasants' militia,
workers' control in industry etc, workers' housing , ete,
restoration of democratic and trade union rights.

USA sought to crush the revolution. Bolivia depending
on one product, tin, we dream of having our own smelting works
so as to be able to sell worked-up tin, to whatever countryies
we like.

At the 2nd Congress of the United Workers' Centre the
trotzkists proposed a general strike to demend & wage increase
This would have meant a new printing and emission of banknotes,
and a new inflation, which woudd have been the death of the
revolution. On the other hand sacrifices by the workers would
mean the survival of the revolution. The €88 United Workers!
Centre decided for sacrifices by the workers. The government, in
agreement with the €entre, reduced bread and meat prices, and
reised allowances for mothers, school dinners etc, and instituted
unemployment allowances for those out of work because of factories
closing down.

Bolivia is surrounded by cepitelist governments. The
workers of Latin America must seek outt the means of preventing
the USA from strangling the Bolivian revolution, and we ask
for the solidarity of the international working class.

RAHIAN, SUDAN




RAHMAN, SUDAN

The reports of Seillant and Dange show clearly the experience
of the international workers movement, and the importance of unity
and solidaritye.

Imperialism, defeated in Egypt, but imperialism still trying
to gain back what lost. Etc re Algeria.

"We have in top list of our duties the preservation and
protection of our independence through a democratic national front
with the cooperation of all the democratic parties and all national
democratic forces, Secondly, it was very important to put the
question of industriaelisation of our country before us in spite of
the fact that our country.was living for no shortr period nnder
the imperielist influence. This is ndt an easy question which can he

cleared up in such a speech. But the first step which was taken by the

Sudanese Federat on of Trade Unions is to put down a programme with the

help of the General Union of Farmers, official trade unions, small
and big ,erchants and the union of cotton producers.. These

organisations are working now to put their plan to start work to save
our country from its poor and backward status, and for building a new

nationglg economy. In spite of this we struggle hard for at least
Beeping up the preent level of living of the workers."
Unemployed - Joint committee trade unions and government
to tackle problem

o Prefer negotiation with govermment, but many strikes
nevertheless unavoidable
- Trade Unions stpuggling for abrogation of many laws left

over from ﬁmitish rile
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NJONO - Indonesia

"The attitude of SOBSI towards the present government l
i8¢ supporting its brogressive policy, criticising its policy
hot benefitial to the workers and the people and oppositg its

incorrect policy."

Wwe urge the government to solve conflicts by negotiation

and we offer to reach agreement on the basis of mutual benefit.

SOBSI supports the foreign policy of the Indonesian
goternment for the maintenance of world peace. The government
does not want to tie itself to an aggressive military bloec
like SEATO. SOBSI urges the govermment to be more active in
the U.N, for an agreement on disarmament between the big powers
particularly for the unconditional prohibition of the production

and use of nuclear weapons.

SOBSI also urges the government to be sincere in furthering
normal economic relations with all countries.
i
SOBSI supports the government's home policy in overcoming)l
I

the greatest present danger, i.e. foreign subversive activities.d

The conception of President Sukaerno aims at strengthening
national unity and creating national peace so that all nationdl
forces can be rallied to consolidete national independence and
to carry out the large-scale development of the country.

SOBET fully supports this conception and cells on the workers

to fight in unity and shoulder to shoulder with a1l other sections
of the people in order to cerry out this conceptione. SOBST

also csalls for vigilance against the activities of the foreign

imperielists and their fellow conspirators within the country.



V. LOVBARDO TOLEDANO -

supports the WFTU thesgs that the international situation
is marked by & series of sharp checks to imperielism and by
the reinforcement of the forces of the peopde throughout the world.
He illustrates this in relation to Latin Mmerica.

Among the suggestions he made wasbne of regionsal
conferences to study speciel problems, for example, egrarian

problem in Africa, Middle East, Asia and Latin America.

Lagaro PENA - CUBA

declares his agreement with the r eports of Saillant
end Denge.

Refers to the development of strikes in Latin Americe
since the 3rd World Congress.

Refers to contrsdictions between the national bourgeocisie
in Latin America ané Americen imperislism.

The present mass struggles in Latin Americe have at any
rete objectively zroixmr@® an undoubtedly anti-imperislist
content. For example, the struggle against dictetorial governments
in certain countries are struggles against dictators inspired and

supported by the imperielists.

The victories for unity of the working class are similarly
victories ageinst imperielism. "While being in complete agreement
with the declarations of Brother Dange on this subject I maintain
that the split in the trade unions in Latin America was not caused
bssentislly by internal ideological differences, nor by sectarian
intransigenée, but that it wes a dfivision imposed from outside
by directives, the utilisetion of anti-trade union legislation,
thé use of troops against the trade unions, asssssination,

imprisonment, .the sending into exile of different working class
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leaders of &ll tendencies who are accused of being Cormunist.
These were the methods by which the Videlas, the Grau Sen Martins

and others of that period carried out the demands of the imperialists."”

The anti~imperielist struggle is at the basis of &ll
popular struggles., This means that our trade unions must conduct
even more struggles for the workers' demands, that their must be
greater support for the peasants' demands. It meens also that
it is necessary to support the struggles and positive aspirations
of the petty bourgeois elements, that we need to fight e ven more
for the demands concerning the development of t he nationel economy
which the national bourgeoisie of our countries is beginning to
formulate. Finelly, what this means is greater struggles to build

up in each country a grest national front against imperisalism.



SEYDOU - A,E.Fe = UGTAN

oince the 3rd Congress profound chenges have teken place
in the colonisl territories, with a chenge in the balance of
forces between the colonies and the colonislists, & development
of consciousness among the Africen masses &s to their conditions
of 1life and a more powerful effirmmation of their aspirations
for progress and liberty.

The colonialists under constent pressure from the workers
change their tactics. Sometimes they use viobent repression,
sometimes subtle political reforms aimed at lulling the masses
to sleep.

The French Government has been forced t o carry out certain
politicel reforms in the countries under ite control. These
ehanges are importent but are not an end in themselves and can
only be regarded es steps towerds the objective of the freeing
of Africa.

Against the calculations of the French Government, the
African peoples have chosen their own political leaders and
the new governmentshave kept their populer character and their
anti-coloniglist orientetion.

"The trede union struggle has not ceasedeses.. IBXEIREREX
exxppexztien On the besis of t he anti-coloniel struggle we
co-operate closely with our comrades in the local governments
and continue to lead the movement forward in ordep to reach
quickly more advanced objectives. The Africen working x=k class
under the leadership of t he UGTAN has en importent role to pley
in the political development of our countries.”

The progrsmme of the UGTAN incahudes both socisl demands
and demands for economic development of the countries - detailed
in the statement by this comrade,

On the political level the aim of UGTAN is the liquidation
of the r egime, emancipation of whe #orkers and the safeguarding
of public and indiv@lduel liberties,



Germaine GUILLE - C.G.T. France

The questiohs covered by Brother Dange's report concern
the workers not only in the colonial countries but xkx in all
countries,

("The report of Brother Dange)" will have proffaund effect
both among the workers in the colonisel and semi-colonisl
countries and in the imperialist countries. The French
delegation offers its fraternel thenks to Brother Dange for
the anelysis which he has made of the present situstion, of the
evil=-doings of imperislism, etc. etc, Our delegation is
entirely in agreement with the content of this report."”

There follows an andlysis of the anti~imperialist struggles
of the French workers and of the C.G.T.

" D . e TS i U D sy iy Yt S iy S gy et Sty PV o g

I have read all the speeches supplied to me for the SExtdievid
3 = 11 sessions inclusive .

I heard today, 10th October, 2 interesting statements which should
be of interest to Brother Dange by Mendis (Ceylon) and by a
Chinese comrade , but do not have the text of these.

® 0 0 000860 C 0O OEOSOESESECSE N



o ‘(Lh Praha,
P \ Februery 14, 1988.
4

Dear Com. Dange,

[ &)

Y T 1 am herewith enclosing & copy of your
o\ closing speech at the 4th Congress.

Com. Hoger Clain who attended the AITUC
Session along with Com. (Casadei desires to have
a copy of your book on india "irom Primitive
communism to feudel Society”. The Japanese brothers
want a copy of your pamphlet on "History of ‘radee
Union wmovemnt in 1ndia”. -hey want to translate
it in Japanese and pwblish it.

1 would, therefore, request you to arrnage
to air-mail the above two books at your earliest.:
1t is better if you can arrange to send more than
g®ER one copy of each, #a& say at least 3 to S of
each, since there is aleys & demand for them.

1 hope that you rerie received my last
letter,

with best regards and greetings,

Yours fraternally,
) %: o ‘ I) V) ’
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TO JIN AND DEFEND THLE SWNENCE VIGTLANCE I° SSETTIAL

Closing speech of 3.A, DAMGE .
General Seeretary, All-India

Trade Union Congress (A4ITUC)
Vice-~Preasident of the ¥JF.T.U.

at the 4th Warld Trade Union Congress,
October 1857.

Camrades, we are now about to condlude the discussion
on the second item of the agenda. In Tact this conclusion can
be more or less dismissed with a few warde for the simple reason
that during the discussion no fundamental differences as such
have arisen in eonmnection with the wropositions put forward befare
the Congress. 3ut a summinz~up is necessary in order to pinpoint
certain conclusions. It is also neccasary because although
Pundamental differences have certainly not been expressed, yet
sometimes, during the discusaion, comrades have made certain
points in order to elaborate the propositions or illustrate their
application ~ and this makeg some augver necessary.

The discussion on the vhole comf’irmsg the propositions
made in the report which I presented to you on behalf of the
Ixecutive Committee. These propositions are the following:

Has colonialiam retreated or not? Is it still in a
position to infliot defeat on progreas or is it now facinz a
gituation of defeat for itgelf? If such a proposition were put
to the people of the world and especially the peoples of Asia,
ifrica, Latin America and the /‘rab world who are suffering from
colonialism, what would be the answer? The answer would be -
colonialism is in full retreat anxl freedom is advencing with
full Torees This is the inevitable conclusion of the developments
of the last few years.

How having come to that cronelusion we must proceed to
see that what follows is & small note of vigilance. Colonialisu
and imperialism i3 in full retreat. o doubt. But it is not
yet fully defeated. It is not eradicated down to its roots, and
therefare a dmger exists if those pcople who are freed are not
vigilant. The danger is that colonlisilam still retains its
poisonous fangs whiech can attack aguin the frecedom that we hove
achieveds It has tried to re-enslave us again. That danger
still exists. Therefore we cannot reat on owr achievements.

oop/
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Our vigilance (esepcially now in the new situation
facing the working class) is necessary. And if we were now

)

to draw a lesson such as the followfng, would we be wrong?

The colonialists come Torward and say, or some of
their defenders say that the colonielists have changed their
hearts snd have undergzone a moral tranaformation. They are
conferring independence. You just ask for it and you are gilven
it. GChane asked for it; it was given. HMalaya asked for it,
it was given. So now there is a new wave of freedam entering
into the hearts of the colonialists themselves, tmsadnuriog
transforming them spiritually in such a way that if anybody comes
alonz and asks for freedom, aid and econdmic develomment,
freedom is given, aid is given, developmant is gven.
Colonialists have ceased to be colonialicts. Inperialism has
ceagsed to be imperialiasm.

That is how gome people srgue. I am sure they are
not in the ranks of the World Federation of Trade Unions, but
some of them exist in certain trade wiions. Come of these
trade union representatives mgy not be nresent here, but they
exist, and they argue that we should be friendly, farget all
bitterness, forzet old memaries and just be brothers with the
colonialists and then there will be pecace for all. This
argument is fallacious snd you have to be ¥wigilant against it.

You will ask me vhy this sarcasm, why this disbelief
in this spiritual trans®frmation of imperialiam? Jell, do you
need an explanation? Ask the Egyptianse. reedom was given,
we were told, some twenty or thirty yeers ago. But thmm vhen
the Sgyptians sgy: "We are free. The Canal is owrse It is
owr land. e will take it, you send yowr ships through it
and Just pay because it is owrs", the imperialists say:

"No, we are not so spiritual as to hand over the waters of

the Suez Canal for your developmernt. ‘he Canal may be within
Sgyptian territory but its prafits must be within our pockets.
The Canal is yours, but the profits me ours. Lebowr is yours,
govereignty and prafits are owrs = and if you do not agree we
shall invade again and re-enslave you."  Therefore those who
have attained {reedom should not be off their guard. Bvery
colonial country that has achieved fresedom has to remain
vigilant in order that the colonialists msy net attack their
freedom again. And in this, we of the working class stand with
all other classes in our country, in overy country to defend



the freedom that has been achieved.

The next pdint is what sbout those countries which
have not sttained independence. @or these the conclusion
arising from the discussion is, don't think freedom will be
attained just because we pass a resolution and declare solidarity.
The imperialists, as I have said, remgin imperialists even when
in retreat. They are being defeated but they are not yet fully
defeated. Therefare for those countrics which have yet to
attain independencey we, ell of us, socialist countries,
capitalist countriss, »nd those countries which have won
independence, the working class and the peoples in these countries
have to fight for scliderity with the struggle of those who are
still fighting Cor independence,

Solidarity has to be wery concrete because suppression
of freedam is ltself very concrete on the part of the imperialisis.
Bombs and guns, and massacres of people are very concrete things
which cannot be defeated by nmere wordas. Therefore the concrete
atruggle with arms in hand as in :lgeria or in other places
should be supported by concrete actions of the working class in
every country. TFor exemple, when armieg are hurled against
Algeriax the working class 1n every couniry where there are
roots of such an amy, roots of such an sggression, must act
in order to obstruct this aggression. ‘hatever neans are
possi ble and aporopriate in a given situation should be used
in a conerete way in order to give concrete support to the
liberation struggles af those countries widich have not yet
attained independence. Therefore the task on this question is,
as we have already stated, to defend freedom vhere 1t has
already been achieved, and fight for freedom where it has not
been achiecved.

That is one conclusion. Sut having drawn that con-
clusion the working class is then faced with new problems.

Now what are the problems in the countries where we
have achieved independenece? There we are in a backward cone-
dition as regards development, we have to bulld up industries,
we have to abalish in many places landlordism, and in nmany
places we even have to establish minimun human rights. All
these problems in the countries which have achieved independence
acquire a new setting, s new wigwifmen significance =nd demand
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new apyroachea, new formms of strugzle and deep thinking by

the workin: claas. In those countries which have just

attained independence, independence has been won from imperislism.’
Imperialian' was holding the ceconomy in its hands snd not
developing it. Thérefore, in these countries where independence
has been achieved, development mcans nationalisling those
resources or inatruments of nroduction, industries, plantations,
mines and warehouses where imperislist ecconomy was entrenched,
vhere the possession of these resowces by the imperialists

kept us in eonlonial conditions, gave them sguper rofits and
allowed the monopolies to growv.

The first tasiz, therefore, of some of these govern-
ments in the newly independent countrics is to nationalise the
resources 3till controlled by the imperialists. #hat {orms,
vhat slozans should be adopted in suchh cases? that should
be the tasks of the trade union movement?

You have to evolve accarding to your circumstances.
In gome casges it 1s a question of nationclisation, in some it
is a question o control or cuwrbing the setivities in certain
spheres 3till in the hands of the imperisalists. There can be
no mechanical slogan valid {or each comiry under all circumstances
in this respect. The only position that is valid for all
countries is thal the stronghclds of imperial economy must be
attacked, and the working class must nersuade the new govern-
ments set up in these countriles to attack these positions of
imperial economy, help such zoveruments in their attack and
thereby enlarge owr orbit of freedom which now depends on
economic develomment.

Sconomic develorment mgy inveolve ald from foreign
countries. e have already posed the suestion of aid and
ansvered "Yes". DBut the question remains, "Ald from whom?"
“e are prepared to take it from anyome who can give it, from
anyone who wants to give it. Ve are oven prepered to accept
aid from imperimlists on one conditioins, and that is that the
things that you give are ours, unier mmr control md do not
circumseribe our freedom and soverei miy. I this condition
is respected then we will accept it. I odd is ziven under
conditions circumseribing freedom superviasing it every mimite
in sueh a way thot we camnot develop, well then, we will say:
“Thanks far the offer, but we cannot sccept it”.

..u/
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There are some governments who hesitate, who will
be tempted by such aid, who will in fact aceept aid on any
conditions. In that case the workdny class has again to be
vigilant so that the freedam that hes been achieved is not
mortzaged for promises of aid for economic development.

The workin: class takes the position of supporting
national bourgeois governments who geiuinely desire the economic
development of their government. But in giving this support
it preseribes conditionse.

The first condition is that aid shall not infringe
upon the sovereignty or independence of a country.

Secondly, the aid shall be without any strings.

Thirdly, the aid shall be used by the nationals of
that ecountry and not handled by the nationals of the foreign
country givin: the ald. They can come in and help but the
control shall be ours.

Fowrthly, ald shall be nenased under democratic
Torma of control aid not under forms of bureauecratic dictatorial
methods of capitalist development.

Fifthly, the aid should be used not only to emrich
the monopolies which are now growing fast in certaln countries
whlch have attained independence, but for the benefit of the
people as a wholee

The embitions of these monopolies under the new
conditions of freedom are narrov, selfigh ambitions of a
clasg wihich is out of date in present dgy conditions. 3But our
ambitions for economic development, for a bettering of our
conditions are the ambitions of a class which is progressive,
is going ahead and is defending the whole people.

Therefore while supporting the govermment the working
class must see =k to it that the £i7th condition is aBlhered toe.

All these conditions the trade union movement has to
stress aid apply in a very concrete and cautious way. There
canmnot be one dogmatic, mechanical answer which is valid for
all conditions in all countrics. The quesation of how amd to
what degree the workers support the governments in newly
independent countries nmust be discussed and deeided in the pgiven
conditions of cach country, where the relation of foreces between

esel
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the working class on the one hand and the national bowrgeoisie,
and the attacks of imperialism in the given conditions are to
be valued jroperly end tactics determined accordingly. .

ro-aR-shia-patai-F-wiid

In some .eountries the trade union movement 1s so strong
that it can influence the govermment very easily. In some
countries, however, the trade union movement is too weak to
achieve all that it wishes. Therefore the points made here by
a mmber of comrades, such as our fimwni friend from Ceylon, o
the example gziven us from Bolivia, or the illustration from
Indonesia, are all examples of difforent applications of a
single proposition, that independence has to be defended bi
the economic development of the counlry, but that the question
as to how far we support a given govermment ar how far we
co—-operate with it, and under what condlitions has to be determined
'by the different countries themselves @d the various trade union
novements in the light of their conerete conditions. Therefore
I do not wish to go into the detail of the discussion but only
to stress the general conclusion which has already been agreed
to by all the trade union delegations atltending this conference.

So on this point I will conclude by sgylng we fight for
national independence through the econmmic development of the
newly independent countries, where we support the development
either by supporting the national bourgeoisie politically or by
supportins development in the economic sphere without making any
compromise if we think we should not. In this suppart we do
not forget the interests of the warkiang class.

The report has already given a warnin: against two
nistakes. Sometimes, seeing that the national bourgeolsie is
very vicious, is polsonous and attacks the working class, we
might refuse to have even conditional co-operation with it in
defence of the country end for economic development. If we did
that we would be isolating ourselves. e would be emphasising
too much the economic demands of our own class and fargetting
the pelitical task of defending the freedom and the economic
development of the country as a wholas

Therefore in relation to this ouwr repart and ouwr con-
clusion werns against both wronz pogitions.
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As against imperialism we are one country and one
people, but as regsrds economic develoyment and our own internal
questions we cannot forget that we arc two classes, sometimes
three c¢lasses, with contradictions between each other. laybe
the bourgeoisie wmmmux versus the working class or the lanyilords
versus the peasantry or the democratic masses against imperialiam.
Don't forget the class and don't forget thetthe trade union
movement 1is based upon class and not merely the nationalism of
a country. The working class, along with the other people,
carries in its heart the national wide of liberation. It wins
a nation far itself, and then, having done it, it carries the
pfide of the class, of the producer of wealth, knowing that the
nation can develop only by its labour ond its progressiveness.
Therefore national pride of liberation and e¢lass pride of the
producer are not contradictory but complimentary to each other
for the development of each country wmyl the world as a whole.

If we retaln this in owr minds we shall then be able
to avoid =11 the pltfalls andmistakes against which the report
Walrnse

Now to thenext point. vhat does this development
signify to the warking class in various countries? +hat does
it mean for the sociszlist camp? What does it mean for the
capitalist camp? ‘hat does 1t mean for the ézmdmug camp?
That is the camp of countries newly liberated in Africa and
Asla and the 'rab world - and we night also include Latin
America too,.

On this point we emphasise that the demands of the
working class in the former colonial countries have to be
supparted by the warking class of capitalist countries, that is
by a class which has eslready achieved organisation as a class,
has established a strons trade union movement wh'.’faw_ soclalist
aims. The colonial countries and the working class of advanced
capitalist coun$ries have common interests; not merely sbstract
interests - abstract in the sense that if a colony bee mes
liberated then imperialiasm is weakened and the socialist camp
becomes stronzer and so one No, I den't mean it in that sense.
If the demands for engineering development, under conditions of
freedom, in, far example, Indiay or Tetin Ameriea, are not
supported by the British engineerin; workers, then the engineering
industries of Great Oritain itself arc held back because the
fharitone ey
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further development of the former boclkward ecountries is mn
impetus to the industrial development of the advancod countries -
ad therefare also of the warking claoss. The twe interecsta are.
complotely inter-related in addition to the nuestion of inter-
nationsl Svlidarity for the exploited wrking class.

The same goneral condition holds good for the countrics
in the socialist camp. In fuct, of cowse, we must romenber
that the best help that these under-developed countries are
getting or can ret is from the socinlist campe. Somebody might
ask, what cen the working classof the socialist comp gain by
the Just solidarity with the workers in the newly independent
comntrics, It is clear that the woricersn of the capitalist
comtries cen goin fram owr develojment. But somebody might
say is there not a difference with the anelslist countrics,.
Far soclaliam develops by liself, @l inside 1ta borders there
sre not class contradictions. But the fact is that in the world
as a whole if the workers in the eapitulist ecountries and in
the ¢nlomial commiries are not helped Tarwmrd by the voridn: class
and peaple in the soeclalist eountries, thon we are forgetting the
fact that the economy of the world is one even though tho muricets
ngy be two - the economy is atill a world economy in which each
group cannot isolate itsell from the other without rigk,.

30 I will not elsborate further on this point but
simply say that on the bagsis of the prineiples of zecialiom we
under-~develsped countries can expect o trenendous amount of
solidarity mnd ald from the asocialist countries, 'nd we must see
to it that our national bourgeoisie is not afraid of such add,
that il does not refuse to take 1%, but that it tales it
willingly @nd uses it properly.

50 on the second point I would say that we in the
trade undlon movemeat have to take more coneréete action in order
to relate the behaviowr and action of the working class =nd
people in the sceialist camp, the worldng c¢lass in the capltalist
countries and the working class in the colomial or formerly
backtward couniries with one another,

You might think that tidse position is & very siaple
ong which in fact any trade union novement ought to aceept.
But not all trade union movementa do seceent it. There is a
fundmsental differenge of spproach on such a nimple question
as the freedon of the colondes, the deience of peoples struggling



far freedom and their rights, as between the viewpoint of the
ICPTU and the WFTU. Therefore don't think that just because

a trade union movement is part of the movement of the working .
class that it drops all its prejudices =nd acecepts these
fundemental prineiples. The ICFTU itself is a trade uakon
argenisation but it doesn't accept owr principles. In the

WFTU iteelf I would like to recall s small ineident. At its
Paris Congress in 1945 the WFTU adopted the prineciple of
defending the freedom of the colonial people and demanding
independence for them. Bverybody agreed on thise But I
suzgested to the Paris Congress that there should be a special
colomial buresu composed of delegates Tram colonial countries

to look after the special interests of the trade union movements
in this countri-g. In those days some of the camwrades who were
then in leading positions Just scoffed at this demend and it was
thrown out. "@olonial bureaml” they sadd. "Can the colonial
delezates pay money? .e advanced itrade union countries pay money
and subseriptions but you fellows camot even pgy your travelling
expenses” . This is what they said to mes And the slogan put
forward by the then President, Jir Walter Citrine was: "I don't
want slogans I want Sterling”. ~ That is, if you fellows can't
produce Sterling then you must atgy as you are, as colonialists,
even inside the trade union movement. That was in 1945. That
ideology still astands today in the ICFTU,

But todgy at the IVth Jorld Trade Union Congress you
will see that the whole Congress, consisting of socialist,
capitalist and wniler-developed countries, is itself a colonisl
bureau.

I a» sorery 1 had to relete this incident to sou because
I an rather old in memories having been here all the while.
But it is necessary to remember them becnusem they indicate a
stage in the development of the world trade union movement.
They indicate what we are and what the others are, what we spesk
and do, and what others gpesk and don't do. That is the
difference between our trade union movement with regard to the
colonial countries and the trade union movement of the ITCFPTU,
My comrades in India and other places ask the ICPTU, at least
for a minute, to denounce the war pacts, such as the SBATO and
the Baghdad Pact, and tc stand for the unequivocal defence of
dlgeria and support to colonizl countries. The trade vnion

-110/
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movements with which we have differences in my countries, who
refuse to unite with us, have to go end shout at the ICFTU
leaders: "If you don't do this, then the Yerld Federation of
Trade Unions will get strong and the All-India frade Union
Congress will become strong in India. [or God's sake wake upl"”
And itk that is how they argue. It is not Jjust a matter of
resolutions. In 1345 we also had resolutions, but we were
somehow prevented from setinz on them. Today we have not only
acted. In the last 12 years these rcﬁa%utions have been trans-
lated into practice, and as a result we/have hundreds of millions
of people who have fallen out of the orbit of imperialism, and
are free countriecs, Therefore we of the trade union movement
can be proud of this echicvement which we must explain to the
working class and trade unions not only in the “FTU but elso

to those «ffiliated t-» the ICFTU, In this wgy we cen develop
a certain anount of solidarity action mnd ultimately unity.
Therefore, as I was saying, we stand not only for resclutions
but for translating them into practice. 2nd on this question
of seolidarity we sgy that workin class solidarity has to be

a fact of life as freedom has become a fact of life, and that
solidarity has to be developed under all ¢ nditions with all
trade unions in all countries. ThereTare international
solidarity is a thing on which we af the backward countries
have to be somewhat emphatice You will sgy: "vWhy not of

the other countriea? dhy only the backward countries?"

Because the 'orking class in backward countries which have been
recently liberated retain the prejudices of a previous social
order from which they are not yet liberated. My own working
class or a country which has a population of 380 million and

an industrial working class of more then 12 million can today
Zive you a warning. Ve are still divided sometimes by caste,
sometimes by sub-castes and only rece:tly we had rioting because
of this amongzst some of owr most exploited peoplee

‘¢ in under-developed counitries 3t1ll retain sometimes
the prejudieces of a subjeet country against the former exploiting
country . Aind we tend to think that the worker =lso belonss to
that system of expleitation. A1l these mrejudices have to be
fought and we have to emerge as wiwkers free from feudal pre-—
Judices, free from capltalist prejudices, and free from petty-
bourgeeise prejudices. This is only possible on the basis
of the fundamental prineciples of international sollidarity and

eee/



the brotherhood of the worklng class.

Take, for example, the very sorry things that are
happening in the Unlted States of Americae This is Jjust an
i1lustratioh of how a working class of an sdvanced country slso
has to be re~educated into sentiments and emotions of solidarity
and brotherhood. I would ask the /merican trade union movement
vhy they do not 1ifE a finger to defemi the Negro boys and girls
when they are prevented from entering the schools? This is sn
ordinary right of equality, an ordinery right against racialism.

das 1t a very enlivening picture that President
disenhower and the Republic of American imperialism sent Federal
troops in order to defend the principles of the Supreme Court
and protect Hegro boys and girls while the working class and
the AFPL-CIO trade unions do not even call a sympsthetic action
to defend these boys and girls? - ire we to sgy that President
9isenhowver is far better than the President of the AFL-CIOT?
Surely not. Sut then why does an action come fram them and
not from us, the working class in /America? DOecause the
principle of international solidarity, the mrinciple of Wrother-
hood against racialism is not yet cultivated so deep down in
the ranks of the ‘merican working class that they take aection.
Not even a protest, not even a single sympathetic action in
defence of the Negro boys and girls who are just demanding the
right to education.

So you will see it is not anly the backward countries
which need re-educating in solidarity and brotherhood, but the
warkin: class of advanced countries also.

How therefore having more or less dealt with what we
mgy call the main political and social points, let us now turn
to the gquestion that follows from all tids - that is what is
ouwr duty, what are our tasks? The main task of course, is the
mification of the working elass in these given countries.

This task 1is more difficult in some respects in the nevly
independent countries, though in some respects it is eagier.

One of the reasons for the difficuliy was explained
by one of the delegates during this Congreas. The national
bourgeoizie in such countries, wanting to develop the economy
for its own beneflt, likes to have ¢ working class and trade
union movement trailing behind it. In order to have such a
ooo/



movement trailing behind it, it tries t» establish its own

trade union movement, moulded after it: ovm image. Therefare,
in certain countries, if it thinks that the given trade union .
movement is not going to toe the lime, then it tries to split it.
Splits are not always the fault of our tucticse Splits are

not always the fault of people who do not understand the
prineciple of unity. MNo, that is too simple a reading of the
situation. It is not thet we are fools who do not know what

is unity or thet we bungle things mxl then silits take place.
No, there is another thing, a much more aserious thing. The
bowgeoisie 1s intereated in gplitiing the working claass and sane-
times working class leaders fall intc thisp trap, and a movenment
once united then becomes divided and once divided then finds it
very difficult %o re-unite. ThereCare in this respect you must
study the conditions in each country and mpply your owvn tacties,
remenbering that behind the applicaticn of different tacties
lies the common fundamental prineciple of unity. In working

for unity we don't prescribe political conditions. e don't
ask shall ve swpport the govermment o not, shall we support
this economic prineciple ar not. Ho. Defence of working class
interests, and defence of the sovereimiy =and freedom of the
country are the two bases on which we wark to unify the trade
union movement irrespective of other diffferences. ie set

agide all differences of the past and jresent and work for

unity on these two basesgs g

This is the lesson which we have dravm not only from
the experiences related by delegates from under—developed
countries, but from experiences related by delegates from other
countries tooe.

3ut we have a special task because in owr countries
there are special kinds of confusion in relating to the aituation.
In our countries many of the workers sgree with the national
bourgecisie, and the trade unions agree with it too. Therefare,
in the fight Tor unity there is an odditional camplicated
factor which the workers in the capitalist countries do not have
to face.

-l./
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Having achieved unity what can we do with it? vell,
what we do with it is very clear. The worker tells us what to
do with it. He says it is a weapon. It is not as if there
is simply & prineiple that once there were two divided houses
and then they ell came together and =2 common door was established
md then everyone heaved a sigh of relief and sald "Hoorsh,
unity is achieved, everything is finished now, that's goodl”

No, that is not the point, because the workinz class in these
countries wante unity not as an end in itself, but as en
instrument to defend and gk improve its working and living
conditions. 3ecause you know in all these under~developed
countries the phencmenon of inflation, rising prices, fall in
real wazes, and attacks on freedom aro realities, and though
the national bwurgeolsie wants the support of the workers it is
not prepared to support the demands < the warkers facing these
difficult problems, Under such conditions the working class
becomes united and faces the national bourgeolsie and the
govermment, not in a hostile wgy but in a spirit of friendliness
~and co-operation.

Then the waorking class puts forwvard its own demands.
The mein demend is wages. You mow infletion is a phenomenon
in capitalist countries arising largely out of the armaments
drive. But in under-developed countries it is not due to
armazents alone. Inflation in many places is taking place
because when a country is eeonomically baclward and forelgn aid
is limited then in order to build up the econamy of the country
they try to mobilise resources on tihe busis of inllation.
Sometimes they megleet to mobilise the resources of the
bourgeoigie and allow them enormous jm'aflts. Under such
conditions we must not £all victim to the slogan 2Support
econanic development at all costs". Yo Je support in general.
e wark hard, we produce, we gilve efficieney, we fufil norms of
work, but along with that we demand nerms of pgyment, ;roper
conditions and our rights.

Therefore you find that in these countries wage
demands stand in the forefront jJust asthey do in the capitalist
countries. In owr country and in many other countries, too,
three things very often go hand in hand. Higher wazes, lower
prices and trade union rights. These are three questions on
which the whole advanee of the movement more or less hinges.
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There are, of course, other demands - unemployment insurance,
implementation of social insurance, etc. But what is the main
thing? Demand for increased wajes and controlled prices,
supply of goods at fixed reasonable nrices together with reasonable
wagEaSws wages, this is what we claim for the working class in
every country, and the working class in cach country, while not
being inattentive to the needs of the economic development of

the country, mustpush forward these demands also. How far?

To what extent? To back it hy a strike? By a general strike?

r not through a strike? All these are conditions for the

ziven country to decide. You mgy strike = or you mgy not strike.
Perhaps by the very volume of presswre the government sometdmes
Zives in to the workers' demands. oSametimes they refuse to give
ine Then in that case you ngy have to think wmkt whether to
strike, when to strike, for how long you astrike, in what forms

you strike, or what other forms of gtrugsle you adopt. ‘hat

you do depends on the given traditions of the country, the
strength of the government, the strength of the working class,

the nature of the unity you achieve axl the general situation.

Therefore on this question the iforld Federation of
Trade Unlons would not be so dogmutic as to tell everybody to
strike, nor on the other hand in sgying “"Don't strike because
you have only just won yowr independence and your govermment
is good". There are many zovernments, as you mow, which vote
for peace. There are many zZover:ments which generally desire
peace -~ peace in international relations. But vhen it comes
to the working class putting forwerd their demands, then the
gentlemen of peace do not hesitate to wield their guns with
violence against the workers. de cannot forget that and <o to
sleep. Therefore, I would sgy support the progressive governments
and their projressive policlies, oppose the government when it
opposes the working class and the democratic masses. How far,
when and where to oppose, is to be determined by you.

Therefore to sum up owr tasks we can sgy that they are
to defend the freedom we have won and to fight far the freedom
we have not yet won. To develop the freedom that we have won
by economie¢ development, taking aid fram all countries that are
prepared to give it but only taking it providing there are no
conditions which infringe our sovereignty. Make sure that you
have international solidarilty with the working class of the

o/
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socialist countries, with the working class of the capitalist
countries and with all people who canx be won to your side. The
principles of international solidarity must lead to comcrete
action and not remain merely as words in resolutions. You
nust be aware that you have a great friend, the socialist camp,
who can ald youwr economic develojments You also have a great
friend in the working class of the capitalist and iaperialist
countries. Nor should you forget that they too have a great
friend in the peoples of the colonial countries. On this basis
we shall go forward to unite the working class on the basiz of
solidarity, to unite the working class without political con-
ditions or prejudices and, having united it, not to sit quiet
but to launch a movement not only for the defence of the country,
not only for the enlargement of its freedoms, but also for m
improvement of the conditions of the woridng class, for a
betterment of its status, for higher wazes, a cut in prices,
irotection sgainst inflation, protection against memk attacks
by the bourgeoisie on its standards =and rights, and for freedom
for the whole warld and for peaece, that ecan only rest on such

a basis and on no other,
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As mentioned in an eorlier letter, the Tirst
meeting of the Orgenising Commitiee to prepare for the

Mirst World Trade Union Coanf

ce of Youn: /orkers,

will be held March 14-15 in Prazue.

J2 hereby confirm the egenda of the meeting:

) 1) EBxamination of the stage preparations for
the Conference have reached in the different countries
and stens to ensure the united character of the preparations.

Speaker:

2) DProposals for

nroceedings.

Speaker:

) ) These two reports
discussion and it would be
preparations accordingly.

M.BRAS, Secrctary of the J7.I".T.U.
the Conference ageinda and

UFLAYT, F.D.G.B., deleg: te
in the ¥Working Group

will form the basis Tor our
useful i you could make your

e are hoping you will be able to give us
suggestions and ideas on the Torm prenarations should {take
ané on how to popularise the Coalerenco.

Listed below ere the main guestions to be dis-
cusse@ at_the meeting, so mgy we ask you to have your
contribution ready on these points:

CERKCE) 08 15570

ews/
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- “hat is the role of the Leipzig Apnecal during
nrearations for the Conference aong the trade uvnions, and
how is it being received by the voung peonle? e are
interested in this respect, to kZnow the actual measures taken
by the trade unions in order to help young »neople to prepare
for the Conference.

- hat have the young people undertalien themselves
in relation to the prenarations? Yhat advances have been
nade in uniting youns trede union nembers? In relation to
this, the main thing is to deel with the progress achieved and
the difficulties encountered in establishing univted pre-
peratory committees.

- Based on the conditions existing in each country,
how are the specific demands of young workers and the activities
of the trade unions and young people linked with the actual
nreparations Tor the Conference?

As the Young Workers' Conference is intended to be
an international platform for the trade wnion unity of young
workers, it is esseatial to request young workers of all

Mo X}

affiliations for their opinions about the Conference.

Je would be particularly interested to know the
stens taken in this direction.

e are sure you will male vour contribution and giv
your suggzestions regarding the agenda and proceedings of the
Conference, and the documents to be proposed in order to
consolidate its wvorlk.

Those are the points we wished to put to you so
that your representative may be ready to take an active »dar
in the work of the Organising Committee.

Trusting you will let us know as soon as possible
when to expect your represcntative's arrival here, we send
you our fraternal wishes.

e /
/.7 / / /s
/7,

" / Marcel BRAS
Secretary of the W.T.7.U.
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For " World Trade Union NMovement"

INDIAN DEATH-PIT

CLALMS LS OF 183 MINERS.

by Indrajit Gupta
Secratary, %e¢I.TeUsCo

The whole of India w2s stunned by the magmitude of the mining disasier
which took place an the night of Febrazry 19th at the Chinakuri Colliery in the
Ranigungs Coalfields of ¥Wsat Bengel,

An underground gee explosion of terrifying force traneformed the mine
within 2 few momenite intc s blazing infsrno, ne hundred and seventyseven wor-
kderas of the night ghift periened. Only seventeen were reecued, of whomw six
died in hospital, bringing the fatal casuclties to a total of 183,

This ie the biggeet single colliery disaster in the country's history
since 1936, In thet year; 208 wminers gave their lives in an accident ut the
Poidih Colliery which, strengely enough, iz sitneted only a mile or 2o away from
Chinekuri. But thst was in the days of Pritish Coloniel rule. The ghastliness
of the & Chinakuri tragedy is heightened by the fact that it occurred ten years
after the country regained ite nationtl independence, =nd at a time s when con-
servation and rapid expension of coal rescurces ic a major target of the Govern-
ment's Sgcond S-Year Plan.

The Chirakur mine was one of the blggast despest amd best-equipped in
India, with a monthly output of about 36000 tons. Today, its Pits No. 1 & 2 are
lying seuled & from above and clogged with millione of gallone of water and
thousands of tons of sand which had to be poured in in order to bring the raging
fire under comtrole Pit No. 3, which was untouched by the exploeion, is also
idle because of the danger of working it at present. No one knows when mining
operations can be resured, certainly not for sevseral monthe,

The exact couse of the erplesion cennot be ascertainec until a thorough
inquiry is held. The Government of I,diz has eppoirted a three-mem Court of
Znquiry consisting of the Chief Inspector of ¥ines, a Pritish mining edpsrt, and
e member of Parliament, but hes not agreed to include a trade union representative
though this was widely demanded. iany disquieting reports md circumstances of

the disaster need to be thoroughly probed if the public's apprenensione for & the

future are to be allayed;
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For exemple, ona cennot overlook the fect that during the last seven
years no lees than nine major accidents huve taken place in collieries owned
by tha Bengal Cpal Co. which is =2lso the ouner of Chinekuri. These have been
caused by firs, explosion, inundetion by water, or rocf collapses. Throughout
this chain of successive disasters tha compauy's Chbef ¥ining Inginserg Mr,
Rosser's rasponsibility hes never bhaen asssesad.

Secondly, it is learned from relisble sourcas that work in the Chinakuri
pits had actually basen suspended for a short time just 4 or 5 days before Feb-
ruery 19th bascause too much gus was collecting and emerpging, and the percentage
of inflamable gas detected and clearsd had sxceeded the "safsty" limit of 1,257,
If these reports are confirmed, it will prove that somebody waus criminally res-
poneible for violation of the Mining Regulationsa.

Thirdly, were adequats spacial precautions taken by tha company in view
of the fact that the seam of coal worked irn the Chinakuri region is admittedly
and notoriously "gassv' ?

Fourthly, there is a generel impression throughout the country that the
mine-owners have, for some years now, thrown caution to the winds and adopted &
get-rich-quick policy of reising coml at lowest possible costs and even at the
expense of minimum safsty regulstions. 'This is becauss they fesl that sooner or
later co2l mines in India are going to ha nationalisad in the interests of na-
tional economic development. Henc3, they are sut to meks hay while the sum shines,

Certainly, the Bangal Coal Oo. hus hezn proaspering from yeuar to year,
It is the biggest of 3 giant coal companies and is under the managing agency of
the British~owned Andrew Yule & Co. which also has extensive interests in tea,
Jute, end shippinge The total paid-up capital of ths Bengal Coal Co. is only 12
millicn rupees, but it mads neariy 15 miilion in net profits in the period from
1949 %o 19543 in 1956 alone ihe profits cs2me tn almoet 5 million rupees, while
accumulated reserve funds amount to Re, 15.97 millions.

Meanwhile, what is the plight of thoss whoae hread winners lie smcorched
to death 2000 feet below tha surfacae ¢

it least 1,000 persons - women, children, old men Por the most part -
have been rendered destitute overnigant by tne loss of their husbands, fathers,
or snse. They are stunned, too ovsrewhelmed by what has happened to think or

speak coherently. Heart-randing scenes were witnassed on February 21st & 22nd

when trade union delegations visited the area =md met some of the bereaved families,
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Many of them were still hoping and hoping - for what ?

Adequate compansation in cash is never poseible for the loss of one's
nearest end dearest ones. Any way, the l2w entitles each widow to no more than
Rs. 3,000 in all (sbout 215 Poundse). How long will they eurvive on that and how
will they bring up thelr children ? Thae Coal Wines Tielfare Fund has announced an
additional smount of Rg. 15 (juet over one pound sterling) as "relief" to each
family - an inetance of resl capitelist generosity 1§

Thers is also the merious nrotler of ebout 1,70C unemploysd workers of
tha 3 pitee They muat sii idle until it ic possibla to resume mining operations
with safety, and that may not be for st least 4 or 5 months, iThe law allows them
only half thelr normal wages as compensation for & “"involuntary unemployment”,
ahd that, too, for only 45 days. After that, they willf face starvation unless
aid is forthcoming.

The All-India Trade lninn Congress; ite Stats Cormidten in Wast Pengal;
the Indisan Mine FWorkers' Fedarstion; the Colliery Megdur Congress; and eeveral
oth-er trade union organisatinons have issued apvezis for ald and havse startad
collecting funds for the relief of the berasvad and the unsmployed, and also for
meeting the expenses of proper workers’ rapresentation before the forthcoming Court
of Enquiry proceedings, The Governor of West PRangdl has eleo started a relief
fund for the miners' fumiiiems. OUonetions héve come f£rom the Jumoricen Federstion
of Mine Workers and the West German Govermment, Messages of sympathry and soli-
darity have hean received frow, smong othere, the World Federstion of Trade Unions
and the All-Union Central Courcil of Irede Unicms of the USSR,

“he Indian miners are confident thzt with the active essistance ofé4 their
class brothers end friende hoth im Indie end ahrosd, the purviving victims of the
Chinakuri tragedy will not be ledt to starve anc suffer helpleecely. 4And the entire
working clees has the right to expect that the enauiry will prote irto the roots
of the matter, punishing the guilty, meking it impoesitls for such disasters to
be repeuted, and ensuring protectiom of the precious lives cf ths men who supply

the nation with its vital fue)l supplies,.

- ew P om =



May 16,1958

C om .Saﬂl&ﬂt P
Secretarist,
WFIU,

Dear Comrade,

I am coming to Praha next month. I will be leaving
Bombay on 1llth June and with one day's break at Geneva,
I will reach Praha on 13th. I will cable when leaving.

I shall be accompanied by my Secretary, as I am not
keeping too well these days. Please arrange for two of
us in the Alcron.

The situation here is full maturing crisis., The
workere in every industry are putting forth demands
for higher wages, while the employsrs2 are launching an
offensive of closures and retrenchment in the name of
recession, loss of markets,etc.

Recently, we have had a big protest strike of one
day in the iron and steel industry of the Tatas, Ths
Tatas had never had a strike like this in the last ten
years. The INTUC hold there has beef broken and
agreemente made by it have been repudizted, They are
nos counter-attacking.

In the mining areas, we have forged ahesad of all and
we are giving notice of strike for pay rise, Ths INTUC
here has also given a strike notice to steal a march on
us bscause the demand 18 going to be conceded by the
Government accarding to an award of the Tribunal,

In the textile industry a united "Anti-Unemploymsnt
Samiti" has been set up in Bombay in which we, the HMS
and all other groups are united. That has, of course,
influenced the Government who are proposing a Conference
on the question and hence we postponed the general strike
in the textiles which was called for 19%th May.
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There is8 a financial crisis in the Five Year Plan, That
is lsading to cutting down of projects and hence soms
amount of depression., We are studying the effects. Ve
shall let you know greater details of the situation next
month when some of us would be there,

The Covermnment, employers and the INTUC are involving
us in hundreds of arrests and police cases, That keeps
our cadres away from work, puts them in prisons and
saddles us with heavy expenses in legal defence, There is
a demand from wverywhere for solidarity help. The demands
are genuine and wurgent,

Mother development to be noted i that the Governument
of India has establiched a National Trade Union School
under their programme of workers' educztion, The AITUC
along with others has bsen invited to give 17 lectures in
the school, to give four or five of our lecturers and
also send four ctudents. This school is meant to train
teachers.

We have accepted the offer as it will help us to
organise cur indepdndeni programme of T.U,Schools,.

The =chool begins from 17th Mgy and will last for
£ix months.

The curricula, of course, 1s made according to their
choice, But in that also, wea are given a place on the
Committee which does the job.

The Indian Labour Confersnce is meeting on 19th
May. It is going to be of great importance this year
because the Government Labour Minister is taking some
liberal steps in the mtter of industrial relation., I
can give the full picture only personally when I coms
as the subject is too big fa & short letter like this,

As I am not keeping well, I propose to tales a
week or ten days rest somwhere - may be in the “oviet
Uniono
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I am told that you are 111, After Lelpzig you
did require a lohg rest and treatment., I hope you are
taking it.

With greetings,
Yours fraternally,

( S« A. Dange )
General Secretary.



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE
FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL

BCEMUPHASA GEAEPALINS
NMPOMPECCUOHAIBHBIX COKO30B

4 5 0 7 Address all correspondence to TO .
Adresser la correspondance au :
Toda comunicacion ha de ser dirigida a
A#pecoBars
BCEO ROPPECHOHZ{E’HIUHO:
SECRETARIAT DE LA
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE

PRAGUE I - RUE JANSKA 100
TELEPHONE: 67.856 — #8-563—
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: FESYMOND PRAGUE
1

MS/FYK/AAO No. 206

Dear Brother,

May 29, 1958

Prague,

The General Secretary,

All India Trade Union Congress,
4, Ashoka Road,

New Delhi,

India.

Enclosed herewith you will find a copy of the cable
sent by the Secretariat to the Jamshedpure HMazdoor Union,
Jamshedpure protesting against the police firing on
striking workers of Tata Iron & Steel Company killing and

injuring a score of workers and expressing our fraternal

solidarity and support to the TISCO workers'

their demands.

struggle for

With warm fraternal greetings,

Yours fraternally,

A CHUN KU

o / 2
A s
L7 v4 S "
/‘/’/ k /3

Secretary of the WFTU

0417148
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS 20th May 1958

FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE Prague, .
FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL
BCEMUPHAST OEITEPALIA
IMPOOECCUOHAJILHLIX COI030B

Brother S..4. Dange,

2 0 Q r‘“‘ 6 Address all correspondence to Gener al ;e cI'e'taI"y y
Adresser la correspondance au ¢ §
Toda comunicacién ha de ser dirigida al: A1l India Trade Union Congress 3
A;(peconznb BCI0 HOPPECHOILIERNRHIO A . e -
W, or
SECRETARIAT DE LA A.L.Irust Building,
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE 55, Girgaon Road,
PRAGUE I . RUE JANSKA 100 ;
TELEPHONE ; 67.85% — 60,563 BOMBAY. 4.
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE; FESYMOND PRAGUE
India

DAA/NMB/No o/ ./ivl 3 L el

Dear Brother,

de received your letter of 1lst !lgy addressed
to Orother Saillant, from which we also came to know that
you have been ill. ‘herefore, first of all, in the name
of Brother Jaillant and the secretariat, we hope that you
will soon be recovered.

ile read also with zreat interest your information
about the struggles being waged by the Indian workers, about
their difficulties and the prosecutions they are submitted to.

e are still awalting the newspapers which you
heve promised us regarding the attitude of the H.M.S.

Je are pleased to hear that you envisage a trip
~— to Zurope in June. In this respect, it would be good if
you could come asbout the date of the Huropean Trade Union
Conlference which will be held from 20 to 22 June, as 3rother
Saillsant will be with us on this occasion.

- B Jde have learnt that the Jorking Commi ttee of
AJL.T.U.C. will meet at the end of Ligy to define the present
situation as regards organisation problems and to establish

the plan of work. de would be very glad if you would let
us know about the decisions which will be taken by this
meeting.

As Tar as other questions included in your letter
are concerned, we should like to propose that we talk about
them with you on the occasion of owr next meeting in June.

Jishing you good health, we send you our fraternal
Ireetings. ~\

(PRACE) 06 18570 /

SUGIRI
Secretary of the W.F.T.U.
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE
FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL

BCEMUPHAA OEJEPALIUA
NMPO®ECCUOHAJILHBIX COI030B

Address all correspondence to
Adresser la correspondance au :
Toda comunicacion ha de ser dirigida a
AIlpecoBaTh BCHO KOPPECHOHAEHIIHIO :

SECRETARIAT DE LA

FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE

PRAGUE 1 . RUE JANSKA 100
TELEPHONE : 67.856 ~ 60,563
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : FESYMOND PRAGUE

our Ref. DP/N0.353

Dear Friends arnd Brothers :

Lipton Employees' Unicn
Munsh! Niketan -~ Asafell Road

New - Delhl

We erc pleased to iInform you that the World Federatlon

v reneces .

of Trade Un!ons has decided to hold the firast International
Trade Conferencc of Workers in Commerce at Prague 1n lMay, 1959.
\f | The Trade Unions International of Jorkers in Commerce (Trade
Department of the 7.F.T.U.) will be constituted at this Confe-

The Qonference will be open to all oommerce workers'

trade unions Iirrespective

of whether or not they are members

of a national organisation or trade union centrec or belong to

a national centre affiliated to the

Everybody at the Conference

and opportunity to speak.,

w.P.T.U.

willl have 1dentical rights

The questions to be discussed willl malnly ocentre on the

scononlc and social demands of the

rorkers, the development of

co~opcration betweecn all ocommerce woHrkers' unions throughout
the world, how to extend united actlion at all levels, and the
strengthening of international working class solidarity between
all workers without distinction because of trade union affilia-

tion °

We think you will agree that such a meeting will be
useful and will be ready to assoclate yourselves with the prepa-
rations which will.be made in a spirit of mutuwal help and intern-
atlonal solidarity between all workerg irrespective of thelir trade

union affiliation.

We ol !l be happy,

therefore, if you would make any

suggestlions you feel would nelp Conferenece nrenarations and

let us know which matters,
by the Confercnce.

(FRACED 06 18375

1a your opinion, should be dlscussed

gosle



We would he greatly oblised 1f you could let us have
as much information as possilble on the activitlies of your
orzanigation, the demands of affliliated workers and theolr
struggeles for these demmnda, Coulc you kindly let us have a
oopy of the collccbtive agre ment or work contract for workors
In your organisation as it would be must useful,

If possible, we would bc glad to receive any statist
and Information you conslder useful regarding the llving and
working standards and trade union rights of commerce workers
in your country.

We would also very much like to receive your most
important publications regularly.

Wwe wil Lkeep you informed of all steps taken and send
you material sich as the Conferenon Appeal, agenda and so on.
We look forward to receivi g your reply.

Yours fraternally,

Luigl CRASSI

Secretary of the W.F.T.U.



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS
' FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE

FEDERACICN SDuDICAL MUNDIAL
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Addrews &)l corrmapotdence 3
Adresser & o sespoudroes €20
Tode commaioncttn ba de aee Airighds w1
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PFELFRATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE
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TELEPHONE @256
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHEOUE ¢ FESYMOND PRAGUL

8G/58/58

Dear Brothers,

To: ATTiliated National Centres
and

Trade Unions Internationals
(T.D. of the W.JF.T.U,)

You will recall, we expect, that among the main
documents adopted by the European Trade Unlons and wWorkers'
Conference (held in Berlin from June 20 to 22 this year),
wag o leotter to the Foreign Ministers of the United States,
Great Britain and the Soviet Unione The letter was
printed in the 7th isauve of World Trade Union Movement.

Up to date we have received only one reply to this
letter that of Mr. Andrei GROMYKO, the Soviet Foreign Minister.

We enclose a copy of this highly interesting
document which will certainly be of great use to you, and
can be employed as you think best, prior to and during the
Week of Action and Solidarity for Peace and Disarmement, to
take place from October 15 to 22.

With our most fraternal trade union greetings,

Louis SAILLANT
General Secretary

L
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REPLY FROM MR . ANIREI GROMYKO, FREIG MINISTER (F THE U.3.35.R.
TO THE OPEN LETTER (ADCPTED BY THE BERLIN TRADE UNION

CONFERENCE, Junc 20 - 22, 1958) CALLING FQR A GENERAL
CESSATION OF ATOMIC TESTS

— N Y e A W o e T S Gy SN M W S N M T e S St S T e ek e kg AT 4% L (i fiie AV o W S Py Ve Cym A s S

Dear Sirs:

Thank you for the letter sent on behelf of the presidium
of the European Trade Union and Workers' Conference Against the
Threat of War and For Peace. The Conference rightly draws
attention to the faet that large sections of world opinion, are
alarmed by the serious danger to human safety and health if nuclear
weapon tests are continued, and are making an increasingly firm
demand that such tests be ended.

The Soviet Government shares the deep anxiety felt by
the peoples regerding these dangerous experiments with nuclear
IS . Hoping to preserve numanity from the threat of a devastating
atomic war, the Soviet Union is seeking to obtain the prohibition
of atomic and nuclear weapons. Je believe that the first major
step in this direction can and should be the ending of nuclear
weapon tests by all States. Wishinz to maoke a practical beginning
in this, the U.S.S.R. has unilateraily suspended her tests.

We are glad to see that the step taken by the Soviet
Union found the support and approval of the European Trade Union
and Workers' Conference. The Soviet Government hoped that the
Western Powers would follow the example of the Soviet Union and
end their own nuclear tests, and that as a result this burning
question which holds the attention of 211 humanity, would be
conclusively settled, Unf'ortunately, there is no indication at
the moment that the United States and Britain are ready to meet
the wishes of the people and proclaim an end to atomic and nuclear
weapon tests. Ignoring the protests of millions upon millions of
people in all countries, the governments of these countries are
continuing to experiment with atom and hydrogen bombs.

It would be impossible not to agree with the views you
express regarding the possibility of an immediate end to these
dangerous tests. There is not and never can be any argument to
Justify refusal to end the tests immediately.



The Wdestern Powers state that the question of control
must be examined before o general end to nuclear tests is possible.
The Covernment of the United States has roposed a meeting cf
experts to study ways of detecting violation of any agreenent
ending nuclear tests.

As you will undoubtedly be aware, wore than a year ago
the Soviet Union made a firm proposal on the banning of nuclear
tests which provided for international control. At the time, the
Western representatives showed no inclination to examine the
proposal, with the result that agreement was not reached. The
issue is not, in fact, one of control.

However, in order to hasten the ending of atomic and
nuclear weapon tests, the Soviet Government once more acceded to
the wishes of the Western Powers and pronounced its readiness to
take part in a meeting of experts. I think you will agree that
the results of this meeting will be measured by the extent in which
it is possible to bring about the ending of nuclear tests by all
States possecsing such weapons.

If the meeting of experts does not achicve this purpose,
it would be a heavy blow to the hopcs of all mankind who expect
that the United States and Britain will follow the Soviet Union in
ending their nuclear weapon tests.

I can assure you that for its part the Soviet Union will
make every effort to accomplish this tasize I am sure that the
workers of all countries will unite their efforts in the struggle
for an end to nuclear weapon - -tests and for a ban on these weapons
of mass extermination.

The urgent need to end atomic and nuclear weapon tests
and to take other urgent measures in relation to disarmament is
fully confirmed by recent events. The arms race and the cold war
policy practised by the Western Powers have made the world a powder
keg that mey explode at any minute.

I consider it my duty to draw your attention to the fact
that the armed intervention by the United States and Britain in
the internal affairs of the Arab States is aggravating the danger
of atomic war.

The imperialist circles of these countries want to stifle
the national liberation movement in the Near and Middle Fast, and
bring to their knees the pcoples of the Arab countries who are
putting up such a stubborn resistanee to the colonialists' orders
which they hate. That is why it is very important at the present
time to anticipate any dangerous development of zvents, to obtain
practical results in the field of disarmament and to take the first
wrgently needed step ~ the ending of nuclear tests.

vos/



Particular responsibility rests at the present time
with the working class, the trade unions and all workers who by
their purposeful efforts can and must ensure the preservation of
peace; they can Trustrate the criminal plans of the imperialists.

I wish you success in this noble gause.

A. GROMYKO

August 20, 1953



JARKB qum IIJS - V/‘U /L ..«LBZUM%’ pl 'ﬁ

- v : s 0
5, Kasr el-Nil st. i) S g

B
CAIRO ViEhgnars YAVEY s
o POB No. 1041 — Tél. 28797 oy ) e G R ]

Tel. Add. — « OMMAREB » Cairo

COoOPY

ES O L UTION

After a prolonged discuszion and after careful

considerationwhich embreced the subject from all angels,
the Executive Couneil fully supports, and is thankfull to
the Secretary General, his efforts in arriving at the Joint
Statement signed by the Chief of +the delegation of the All

> Chine Federation of Trade Unions end its Secretery and the
General Secretary of the International Confederation of
Arad Trade Unions Considering thet it is in line with the
principles of the Constitution of the I.C.A., T.U. and because

it contained cases of paramount importance to the Arsbs,

5 The Executive Councll Recommends firmely what appeared
in the tewt of the Statement and that the Asian-African Conferenc e
should be held at the apppopriate date, and that the following
gtep should be taken in full consideration of the conditions

e of the orgenizations in the Arad countries, those who are or

: are not affiliated to the Federation, and also in consideration

' of the comrade African workers.

( This Resmolution was agreed to unanimously ).
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ALL INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
17, JANPATH
NEW DELHI 1, Cairo, 18th August, 1958,
INDIA.

Dear Brothers,

We refere to our previous correspondance, especially
our letter of the 1l4th July 1957, concerning the decision of our
Executive Council regarding the meeting of +the Afro-Asian Con-
ference of Trade Unions, Please find attached to our present
letter a copy of the letter refered to.

Ever since that time, and even since the establishment
of our Confederation we have been fairly active on this subject.
Article 6 of our constitution stipulates that among the aims of
the Confederation is the "Furthersnce of ties of brotherhood, friené-
ship and cooperation between workers of the Arab fatherland in
particuler, and those of Afro-Asian countries in general®"., Again
the article states. "Supporting all efforts to spread and strength-
en steps taken to form an International Federation of workers of
Afro-Asian countries"., Such stipulations sprang aboutr from a sense
of duty that we Afro-Asian unionists have a duty in the world labour
movement; to try to ease the east-west tension. It is our convict-
ion that any action we take towards building up a united Afro-Asian
front will have the effeect of bridging the present chasm in the
International Movement, We sounded many organizations, made several
joint declarations andfound great appeal to our idea in all quarters.
Brother Tripathi, with whom we had intimate relations guided us
with his valuable opinions right from the beginning. At present we
are pressed by many organizations to proceed with t he arrangements
for the convocation of preliminary meeting to discuss the whole
question,

I understand that you have received an invitation from
"SOHYO" (Japan) to attend to such a meeting hand which you put
before your executive some time now. Since the Sohyo meeting has been
postponed, we have kept in touch with them as well the other orzan-
izations which were invited to their meeting with the aim of a
follow up., Thus at present we are calling the same meeting to
take place in Cairo on 15 December 1958, We &also propose to provide
two return tickels for eash organization invited.

The only alteration we made was done after considering
the scarce representation of the African Continent. We suggest
adding the TUC of Ghana, This is a newly independent state and
its trade union centre (ICFIU affiliate) was one of the first
sponsorers of the Afro-Asian Trade Union meeting. Besides Ghana
is a member of the Permanent Committee of the Afro-Asian Peoples
Solidarity.

Confident to receive your favourable reply quickly, we
look forward to receive your approval in order to be able to proceed
with the arrangements for the meeting.

With fraternal greetings.

~

Yo ingerely,
LUl

GE ,CRETARY.
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Dear Brothers,

1 take pleasure in announcing that the Executive
Council of International Confederation of Arsb Trzde Unions
has examined 2t its third session from I8 to 2I May,I957,
the question of establishing close co-operation between the
workers of Asia and Africa, those countries which have gone
through the hardships of colonialism and imperialism, the real
cause of the backwardness of standard of living of +the workers
of Asia and Africa,

“he workers of jhose itwo Continents have to 3tanud
shoulder %o shoulder, %= discuss their matual prodblems, which
might prove to be indentical to a very large degree.

The co-—operation of the workers of the two Continents
and discussion of their problems can only come about by getting
together and kmowing each other by visits and friendly dlscussions
in a spirit of closc co=operation and on eyual footing and with
no dorinatior of any of the organizations having econordc
interests and political ambitions in the Asian African countries.

‘he =Zxecutive Council of the Intermationel Confederation
of Arab Trade Unions was guide by the wbove considerations when
it rassed the Resolutions attached herewi th.

We sre sure that your organisation will welcome this
Resolution and we look forward to obtain your views,

Your fraternally

Pathy Kzael
General Secretary

yndian National Trade
Union Congress

17, Jenpath
Hew-Delhi,

India,
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COPY OF LETTER
FROM w.F.T.U. dated 12th August 1958

S

‘As you know The—reparatory mecting of the Inter-
national Trade Union bummittee on Solicdarity to the Workers
and People of Alaeria, which was held on Ju{y 25, 1958,
and at which a delezabe of your organisation part1C1pated
decided in principle to call the constituent meeting of tkis
Committee for the 12th ard 12th of 3eptember in Calro.

Tre Interrnationzl Arab Trade Union Confederation was
to confirm the possinility of holding the meeting on 'tnis
date. We wake pleasurs in telling vou that this organlsa-
tion has agreed to holdins the meetlrw in Cairo on the dates
mentioned above, - E. 1

t’\

Ne ask you thererore te please inforn the International
Apab Trade Union Confede-ation, 5 fasr El-Nil Street, “Cairo,
immediately of the name of the delepate from your or"an*sa-
tion who will participate in this meetinﬂ, S0 thdt necessary
visaz may he ovtained,
v\‘

fhe agenda of the constituent meeting of the Inber—
natioral Trade Union Committee on Solidarlfy to the Workers
and people of Algeria will be:-

- Study and adoption of a nrogramme of action of the
Cormittee on Solidarity.

Ne ask you to please keep us informed of your
decisions, and send you our fraternal greetings.

LOUIS SATLLANT
General Secretary of the W.F.T.U.

b

i

'



8eptember 1, 1958

Mr Fathy Kamel,

General Secretary,

International Confeder.tion of Arab Trade Unions,
5 Kasr el-Nil st.,

CAIRO, U.A.R.

Dear Friend,

It seems in pursuance of your consultations
with Afro-Asian trade union organisations, you are
calling a meeting in Cairo on 15th December 1G58.
The All-India Trade Union Congress is glad to
see that such a conference is being called., We
are, however, in doubt whether the All-India
Irade Union Congress is in your picture of such
a conference. learn that you have addressed
letters to the Indian National Trade Union Congress
and Mr,.Tripathli on this subject.

The International Confederation of Arab Trade
Unions certainly has all the prestige and strength
to call a conference of the trade unions of Africa
and Asia and as an young,anti-imperi:list, newly-
arisinz force in the world of Arabian working class,
you should have the hlesasings of all trade unions
of Asia and Africa, young and old.

Yours sincerely,

(S+A DANCE)
General Secretary



INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION COMMITTEE FOR SOLIDARITY
WITH THE ALGERIAN WORKERS AND PREOPLE,
CALRO, SEPTEMBER 12 to 15, 1958,

Qgcumggt No, 1

In pursuance of the discussions and efforis that took place
at the Fourth VWorld Trade Union Congress between the represen-
tatives of the World Federation of Trade Unions /WFTU/ and the
International Confederation of Arab Trade Unions /ICATU/, the
Democratic Workers’ Congress of Ceylon, the United Trade Union of
Chile, the UGTAN, the Moroccan Labour Union, SOHYO /Japan/, tke
KBKI and SARBUMUSI of Indonesia and the Confederation of Trade
Unions of Yugoslavia and other trade union organisations, a
meeting of the International Trade Union Committee for Solida~
rity with the Algerian VWorkers and People was held in Cairo,
from 12 to 15 September, 1958, The meeting was attended by
representetives of the WFTU and the ICATU, of SOBSI of Indonesis,
the Jordan Federation of Trade Unions, the Confederation of North
Lebanon Trade Unions, the workers of the United Arab Republiec,
the Central Council of Soviet Trade Unions, the General Union
of Algerian Workers, the Sudan Federation of Trade Unions, the
all-China Federation of Trade Unions, the FDGB of the German
Democratic Republic, +the All-India Trade Union Congress, the
Italian General Confederation of Labour /CGIL/, the General Con-
federation of Labour of the Democratic Republiec of Viet Nam, the
Democratic Workers’ Congress of Ceylon, the Pan-Cyprian Federation
of Labour, the Moroccan ILabour Union, the trade unions of the
Republic of Iraq, the Confederation of Trade Unions of Yugoslavia
end the Aden Trade Unions Congress,

The Committee hsiled the heoic struggle waged by the Algerian
working class and people against French colonialism, a struggle
which is inseparable from the great movement conducted by the co-
lonial peoples for freedom and indenendence,

True to the principle of international solidarity, the Commit-
tee holds that all the workers of the world and their trade unions
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should give active suppert to this struggle and help to develop
moral and material solidarity with the Algerian workers and people,

Action Programme of the Committee
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The Committee decided to draw up an Action Programme along
the following lines:-
129 Widest possible united action by trade unions on a national
and international sphere for the restoration of peace in
’ Algeria on the basis of recognition of the Algerian people’s
right to ‘ndependence,

2, Denouncing to world public opinion the serious attacks
against trade union rights, and the repression, murders,
tortures, arrests, deportations and expulsions to which
thousands of Algerian workers, active trade unionists and
patriots at home and in France are being subjected,

E Make representations to the United Nations Organisation, to
take the necessary steps to put an end to the war waged by the
Prench imperialists in Algeria and compel the French Govern-
ment to negotiate with the Algerian National Liberation Front
in order to bring about a peaceful settlement of the Algerian
question based on the right to self-determination of the
Algerian peoples; and to appeal to governments to take steps
in the same direction,

L, Request the International Labour Organisation to undertake in-
ternational inquiries on trade union rights and libecrties in
Algeria, and request the International Red Cross Organisation
to ensure that vietims of the war in Algeria are treated in
accordance with existing international instruments,

56 To campaign for material helb for the Algerian workers and
people in their struggle for national independence, by or-
ganising subscriptions, donations, collections, etc, and the
sending of medical necessities, clothing to the Algerian
workers and their families and to the tens of thousands of
Algerian refugees driven from their country by colonial terror.

6. To call upon trade union organisations to extent active help
to those Algerian workers who are victims of arbitrary dis-
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missals from employment in France, and enable them to find
fresh employment,

Mcans of Action
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The International Trede Union Committec for Solidarity with
the Algerian Workers and People will stimrlate efforts nceded from
workers and trade unions ~f all affiliations, particularly consist-
ent action by the workergyapproaching the Freneh Govcrnment and
the United Nations, and calling for the opening of ncgotiations
with the National Liberation Front, In this connection, it is
advisable, in accordance with special circumstances in each country,
to establish national committecs of widest represcntation for soli-
darity with the Algerian workers and pcople,

These Committees will be responsible for:-

" organising demonstrations, meetings, mass campaigns, scnding
resolutions, motions, pctitions and teclecgrams to the French
Government and its embassies and to international organisetions,

2, Representations to the Governments of various countrics with
thc request that they should intervene with the French Govern-
ment and the United Nations and press for an e¢nd t0 the colonial
war against the Algerian pcople,

5 The holding of national and regional conferences,

L, To conduct widespread propaganda campaigns to mobilise all
workers to prcvent the usc of ports and airports in their
country for the transit of war materials dcstincd for the war
against the pcople of Algeria, And further to bring pressure
to bear on their governments to refusec to give direct or indirect
material help for the war in Algeria,

Unitecd Action
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The extent of solidarity with the Algerian workcrs and people
will dcpend on the unity that can be cstablished on this issue betwecen
the workers and the trade unions of all affiliations,

The Committce cxpresses satisfaction at the effcective contri-
bution madec to its success by national and intcrnational tradc union
organisations of various affiliations and tendencics, This provces
that there exist cxcellent possibilitics for unitcd action of so-



lidarity with the Algerian pecople and workers in thcir struggle
for national liberation which thc working class can extend on
a national and international plane,

The Committec pledges to do its utmost in ordecr to associate
thc workcrs and tradec unions of all affiliations with its work
for solidarity with the Algcrian workers end pcople,



INTERNAT IONAL TRADE UNION COMMITTEE FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE
:’\.L‘@%EAN WOPKERS AND PLOPLE......
| Cairo, I2 to I5 September, IG58.

Telegram to the President of the United Nations General Assombly
and to the Secretary General of the UNO, on the guestion of Algeria.

The Intcrnational Trade Union Committee for Solidarity with the
workers and people of Algeria, attended by the representatives of the
World Federation of Trode Unions and the International Confederation
of Arab Trade Unions, and of SOBSI of Indonesia, the Jordan Federation
cf Trade Unions, the Confederation of North Lebanon Trade Unions, the
workers of the United Arab Republic, the Central Council of Soviet
Trade Unions, the Gemeral Union of Algerian Workers, the Sudan Federa-
tion of Trede Unions, the 4A11-China Federation of Trade Unions, the
FDGB of the Germen Democrestic Yepublic, the 411 India Trede Union
Congress, the Italian General Confederation of Labour, the General

Confederation of Dabour of the Pemocratic  Republic of Viet-Nam, the
Democeratic Workers Congress of Ceylon, the Pan-Cyprian Federstion of
Laboyr, the Moroccan Labour Union, the trade unions of the Republic of
the epublic of Iraqg, the Confederation of Trade Unions of Yougoslavia
the Eden Trades Union Congress, and suppvorted by and having the
sympathy of SOHYO/Japen, the Indian National Trade Union Congress, the
CCGT of France, Saudi Arsbian trade unicns, the United Trade Union of
Chile, the UGTAN of French West Africa, and the trade unions cof Libya,
met in Cairo from I2 to I5 September,I958. The participants in the
meeting condemned the brutal colonial war that is being inflicted on
the pecople of #lgeria. They further dcmanded that the forthcoming
session of the United Nations Yeneral Assembly should take steps to
stop this bloodshed, which has been going on for four years and compel
the French Government tc negotiate with the representatives of the
2lgerien National Liberation Front in srder to bring about a peaceful
settlement of the sflgerian guesticn in lkeeping with the spirit of the
United Nations Charter on the right of nations to sclf-determination.
They condemn the Referendum forced upon the people of . Algerian
which creates the illusion that the pcople of Algeria have agreed to
express their opinion on the Prench Constitution which would perpetuate
their integration with the French nation.

Tt e T ATt AT e T e ™ ™ e ™ e ™
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION COMMITTEY FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE
ATLGERTIAN WORKIRS AND PEOPIE,
Cairo, 12 to 15 September, 1958
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Dear Brothers,

This Committee, attended by representatives of the World
Federation o1l Yradaec Laluns, uvhe Internataoani ConfeGeration of
Arab Trade Unions and trade union organisations, nationzl ~nd
international, of various affiliations or independent, mecting in
Cairo from 12 to 15 September, 1958, calls on the workers of
Fronce and so-called Prench Overseas territories ond their unions
to unite efforts for an end of the woar in Algeria which ..
affects the welfate of the workers and people of your countries;
this call goes out under the present circumstances when tle
war in Algeria is becoming increasingly intense,

Brothers, this war in which so much blood is being shed in
Algeria and which has extracted o toll of lives 0f the youth

of Algerin and France, has been going on for four years,

This imperianlist war is being waged for the benefit of a
hendful of colonialist adventurists, backed by some ambitious
army generals and colonels and is contrary to the will of the
Algerian people for independence, The burden of this war has
to be borne by +the workers and people of flgeria, France and
the so-called French Overseas territorieg,

For Algeria, this war means massacres, total banning of
nll democratic liberties, +the destruction of democratic organi-
sations, in particular, the trade unions, arrests, torture, the exe-
cution of active trade unionists and more intense colonial
exploitation of the workers,

In France and the so-called French Overseas territories,
this imperialist war means that young people are being sent %o
their death +to no purpose; 600,000 French soldiers are at pre-
sent stationed on Algerian soil, This war, moreover, results in
the deterioraticn of the social and cconomic position of the
workers who are compelled to bear the entkre burden of the war,
It is they who have to pay for a policy which is againsttheir
own interests and clashes with their social and economic demands,



A handful of coloninlists and militarists has installed by
force a government in France, headed by General De Gaulle , This
Government seeks to give legal sanction to this unlawful act by
organising a referendum and follow a reactionary colonial policy,
The Government is further laying down a policy of so-called
intecgration which is contrary to the demand for independence
voiced by the pcople of Algeria and the so-called Frcnch Overseas
territories,

This policy, contrary to the will of the pcoples of Algeria and
the so-called French Oversens territories can only lead to
an intensification of the war and the further deterioration of
social and economic conditions,

The International Trade Union Committee for Solidarity with the
workers and people of Algeria,therefore, calls on workers of all
trode union organisations in France and the so-cglled French Over-
sea8 territories to unite and say NUO to such a policy on the occasion
of the referendum to take place on 28 September,

As regards Algeria in particular, the Committee emphati-
cally condemns the referendum as a political subterfuge, imposed
on the Algerian people who are being forced to express their view
on the French Constitution,

Algericons are compelled to vote at the point of the bayonet
under conditions of war, entailing the presence of an,army of
600,000 men, This is being done with the two-fold aim of imposing
this Constitution and creating the illusion that the people of
Algeria have agreed to express their opinion on the French Consti-
tution which would perpetuate their integration with the French
nation,

This is an act 0f contempt of the international workin class
and world public opinion,
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This policy represents a flagrant violation of democratic
liberties and a serious attack on the right of the peoples to
self-determination,

The represcntatives of the trade union organisations, meeting
here condemn this referendum and maintain that the only solu-
tion of the oproblem is to grant independence to Algeria,

The Interrational Trade Union Committee for Solidarity with
the workers and pecple of Algeria cealls on the workers and trade
unions of '@ll countries to uphold * the principles of inter-
national solidarity which are the very foundation of trade
unionism and to extend their active solidarity to the workers
of France, Algeria and the so-called Overseas territories in
order to establish peace in Algeria Dbased on the right of the
Algerian to self~determination,



INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION COMMITTEE FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE
ALGERIAN WORKERS AND PLOPLE,
Cairo, 12 to 15 Scptember, 1958

Document,No, 4 @ = = = = =« =

Decision adopted by the International Trade Union Committee
for 8olidarity with the workers and people of Algeria, in Cairo,
12 to 15 September, 1958

This meeting of the International Trade Union Committee for
Solidarity with the workrrs and pecople of Algeria decides to
form a Provisional Secretariat consisting of renresentatives from
three organisations, namely, the World Feceration of Trade Unions,
the International Confederation of Arab Trade Unions and the
Moroccan Labour Union,

This Provisional Secretariat will be entrusted with the task
of receiving all proposals regarding the setting up of a Permanent
. Secretariat and the draft Constitution for such a Permconent Secre-
tariat sent by all the national orgenisations which are participants
in this -mecting o§ the International Trade Union Committee for So-
lidarity with the VWorkers and People of Algeria,

The Committee calls upon all the national centres to send such
proposals within the next three months to the three consti-
tuent organisations of the Provisional Secretariat, On recciving
these proposals the Provisional Secretariat will hold a meeting to
examine the proposalss It will then decided on the calling of a
wider mecting at a later date to finalise the draft Constitution,
The final draft Constitution will then be sent to the national or-
grnisations which should send their cmendments, if any, within a
period of two months,



INTEQNATIONATL TRADE UNION COMMITTEE FOR SOLIDARITY WITH
THE ALGERIAN WORKERS AND PEOPLE
Cairo, 12 to 15 September, 1958

Document No, 5

Telegram to the Moroccan Labour Union,
General Union of Workers of Algeria
Gencral Union of Workers of Tunisie,

The International Trade Union Committee for Solidarity
with the workers and people of Algeria, mecting in Cairoc from
12 to 15 September, 1958, extends wholehearted support to the
action to take place on 16 September +to contribute to the
struggle waged by the Algerian people,

This mecting gives its encouragement to the working class
of Moroceco /Algeria, Tunisia/ and sends them fraternal greetings,

Document No, 6
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The International Trade Union Committee for Solidarity
with the korkers and people of Algerie, mecting in Cairo from
12 to 15 September, 1958, extends its fullest support to the
workers cf France in their struggle against the imperialist
monopolies and calls on the French working class to give
their effective support to the Algerian people in their
liberation struggle,
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INFORMATION ON T.LE TRADJ UNIJN SIlUnTION IN CYPRUS

Dear Brothers,

Recently the world press and radio announced a series
of dramatic events affecting the Cypriot trade union movement ,
such as the murder of progressively-minded trade union leaders.

After gathering detailed information, the WFTU wishes
to inform affiliated National Centres zbout the nature of these
events, particularly in view of the complicated situation in
Cyprus where the people have been fighting for many years
against the colonial forces and for their right to self-deter-
mination.

The purpose of this note is not to trace a complete
historical picture of the Cypriot trade union movement and
its struggles for workers ‘unity. No. 4 of " World Trade Union
Movement" appearing in April, will carry a detailed article on
the subject.

we would merely like to point out that after an ex-
tremely difficult period, the first signs of the Cyprint
workers “determination to unite and muster their forces ap-
peared immediately after the war when trade union rorces be-
gan to grow and today 50,000 workers or 65% of the island’s
labour force, are organised in trade unions.

As a result, the trade union movement has become such
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a social and political force that it can no longer be over-
looked by the colonialists and employers.

The Pan-Cypriot Federation of Labour, affiliated
to the WwETU, has greatly assisted this growth by undertaking
regular activities in the interest of the workers and in de-~
fence of their demands and rights.

In the second half of 1957 alone, 4,000 new members
Joined the union.

In addition, the Pan-Cypriot Federation of Labour
has succeeded in launching a broad campaign in favour of uni-
ty, with the participation of all local unions, regardless of
their affiliation /IC¥TU, independent, Turkish unions /.

The growing influence of the Pan-Cypriot Federation
of Labour and the good results won by the working class‘in
united action have aroused the hostility and violent reaction
of the enemies of the working class who are doing their best
to break this unity.

A campaign of slanders, and intimidation was launched
against the Pan-Cypriot Federation cof Labour and its leaders
in March 1957 ; many active trade unionists were attacked and
threatened with death. More than once, trade union democratic
publications were destroyed by gangs of masked thugs. These
same gangs in the pay of the enemies of the Cypriot working
class were responsible for the murder of two leaders of the
Building, Wood and General Workers ‘Union on January 21 in the
Famagusta district.

The Pan-Cypriot Federation of Labour correctly re-

plied to these atraciocus acts by putting the workers and po-



pulation on guard cgoindt such provocations and vigorously
exposing thc enemics of the working class who are determined
to crush the united cction of the Cypriot people against their
OPPressors.,

It hus called on 2ll workers and sincerc people to
increase their vigilance so 28 to censure the safety of active
trade unionists, protect 2nd strongthen unity in their ranks
and win their demands,

following 1 cull from the Pan-Cypriot Federation of
Labour; 2 genernl strike broke out on Januuiry 22 and 23 in
protest ugainst the murders and 50,000 workers of all affi-
li~tions were involved. In most big towns, shopkeepers de-
monstrated their support for the movement by closing their
shops. bass demonstrations, attended by thousands of workers
took place in all towns.

The Secretariat of the WFIU is drawing your attention
to these fucts because it would lik;yéglhave a better under-
standing of the couragoous "nd united action undertaken by
Cypriot workcrs.

The Secrctariat is further convinced thot just as the
wWworld Federation of Trade Unions ncver failed to extend active
solidarity to this ction, the workcrs of the world will do
the soame by wishing thoe Pan-Cypriot Federation of Labour, the
working class nd the peoplc of Cyprus every success in their
struggle for unity, their economic demands and their right to

sclf—dcterminition.
We are certain thit this information will be of inte-

rest to you :ind send you fratornal trode union grectings,

M. BRaS
Sceretary of the WETU
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE iji‘*«%’é@‘iis

PRESS COMMUNIQUE No:79

It has been announced in Wicosia (Cyprus) and
London that 3,000 workers and employees employed by the
British Royal Air Force (R.A.F.) and 1,100 employed by
the Navy Army Alr Force Institute (NAAFI) in Cyprus have
been dismissed and have been replaced by British personnel
imported there from the United Kingdom.

This is the latest repressive measure taken by
the British authorities sgainst the workers and people of
Cyprus and it follows the British brutalities in Famagusta
where three people were killed by the so-called British
Security Forces a few weeks agoj; it also follows the
arrest and imprisonment of over 2,000 people without charge
or trial and other oppressive measures taken by the British
colonialists and designed to suppress the struggle of the
Cypriot people for self-determination.

Immediately after the announcement of the mass
dismissals of their members the trade union organisations
concerned came together and decided to act jointly in
defence of their members' right to work.

The Secretariat of the W.F.T.U. received a
telegram from Cyprus signed by the Secretariss of four
organisations in which they called for the solidarity and
support of the international working class,

The Secretariat of the W.F,.T.U., promptly responded
to this appeal. Soliderity telegrems have been dispatched
to the above four organisations end nrotest telegrams to the

..l/



British Government in London and the Commissioner of Labour
in Nicosia, Copies of these telegrams are attached.

The Secretariat of the W.F.T.U, takes this
opportinity to denounce once more the brutal and oppressive
measures of British colonialism in Cyprus and declares its
unreserved supnort for the workers and pceople of Cyprus

fightinz for thoe right to decide thair own destiny.

Service Presse

W/E/MM/T N 79



ADDITIONAL COMMUNIQUE

No: 79

NICOSTA

REPRESSIVE MEASURES AGAINST LABOUR FORCE AND
GREEK CYPRIOTS CONTINUE STOP AUTHORITIES NOW
RESORTED TO COLLECTIVE PUNISHMINT, OVER FOUR
THOUSAND STAFFS DISCHARGED BY NAAFI AND AIR
MINISTER CYPRUS. THIS ACTION CREATES
UNPRECEDENT MISERY AND POVERTY TO THOUSANDS
DEPENDENTS, TREQUEST IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION
FOR REINSTATEMENT ALL DISCHARGEES.

LOUKIS EFSTATHIADES, Executive Secretary of the
Cyprian Workers Confederation (CWC), (affiliated
to the CISL);

MICHATLLAKIS MICHAELIDES, Assistant General
Secretary of the Pan-Cyprian Federation of
Labhour (PIF), (affiliated to the WFTU);

CHARATLANMBOS PITSILLIDES, General Secretary of the
Civil Service Clerical Association (CSCA),
affiliated to the British T.U.C.).

ANDREAS CHARISTOU, General Sccretary of the
Pan-Cyprian Orgznisation of Independent T.U.s
(POAS), (autonomous).
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WORLD FEDERATION TRADE UNIONS STRONGLY SUPPORTS
YOUR UNITED STRUGGLE REINSTATEMENT ALL DISMISSED
NAATT AND RAF WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES STOP WE ARE
SENDING TELEGRAMS TO UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT AND
CONMMISSIONER OF LABOUR CYPRUS PROTESTING AGAINST
THIS COLLECTIVE REPRESSIVE MEASURE STOP WE EXPRESS
OUR SOTIDARITY AND SUPPORT ON THIS OCCASION ALSO
TO YOUR STRUGGLE FOR SELF DETERMINATION NATIONAL
FREEDOM

MARCEL BRAS SECRETARY O WFTU
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WORLD FEDERATION TRADE UNIONS STRONGLY SUPPORTS
YOUR UNITED STRUGGIE REINSTATENENT ALI DISHISSED
NAAFTI AND RAF WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES STOP WE ARE
SENDING TELEGRAMS TO UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT AND
COMIISSIONTR OF LABOUR CYPRUS PROTESTING AGAINST
THIS COLLECTIVE REPRESSIVE MEASURE STOP WE AGAIN
EXPRESS OUR SOLIDARITY AND SUPPCORT ON THIS
OCCASION ALSO TO YOUR STRUGGLE FOR SELF
DETERMINATION NATTONAL FR=EDOM

MARCEL BRAS SECRETARY OF WFTU
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WORLD FEDERATIQN TRADE UNIONS CONDEI!NS COLIZCTIVE
REPRESSIVE MEASURE AGAINST THOUSANDS NAAFI AND RAF
WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES STOP ASSURE YOUR MEMBERS OUR
SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT STOP SENDING PROTEST TELEGRAMS
TQ CYPRUS AND BRITISH GOVERMMENTS FOR REINSTATEIENT
OF ALI, DISMISSED WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES

MARCEL BRAS SECRETARY OF WFTU
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WORLD FEDERATION TRADE UNIONS CONDEMNS COLLECTIVE

REPRESSIVE MEASURE AGAINST THOUSANDS NAAFT AND RAF

WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES STOP ASSURE YOUR MEMBERS OUR

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT STOP SENDING PROTEST

TELEGRAMS TO CYPRUS AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS FOR

REINSTATEMENT Of ALL DISMISSED WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES
MARCEL BRAS SECRETARY OF WETU

Prime Minister - H.M. Governnent
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IN THE NAME OF ITS 92 MILLION MEMBERS WrTU SOLEMNLY
PROTESTS COLLECTIVE REPRESSIVE MEASURE AGAINST
THOUSANDS OF CYPRIOT EMPLOYEES OF NAATTI AND RAF STOP
WE CONSIDER THIS MEASURE INHUI'AN AND ARBITRARY AND
ASK YOU INTERVENE FOR REINSTATEMTENT ALL DISMISSED
PERSONS STOP ON THIS OCCASION WE EMPHASIZE OUR FULL
SUPPORT TO THY STRUGGLE OF THE CYPRIOT WORKTRS AND
PECPLE FOR THZ SUCCESS OF THEIR LEGITIM.ATE NATIONAL
DERLANDS

TUIGI GRASSI SECRETARY OF WFTU
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS STRONGLY PROTESTS
AGATNST COLLECTIVE REPRESSIVE MEASURE AGAINST OVER
4000 NAAFT AND RAF EMPLOYEES STOP THIS ARBITRARY
VMEASURE FLAGRANTLY VIOLATES BASIC TRADE UNION AND
HUMAN RIGHTS STOP DIMAND REINST.TEMENT OF ALL
DISMISSED EMPLOYEES AND RESPECT OF CYPRIOT PEOPLES
POLITICAL TRADE UNION AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

LUIGY GRASSI SECRETARY OF WEFTU
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Address all correspondence to
Adresser la correspondance au:

Toda comunicacion ha de ser dirigida a
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FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE To: Affiliated National Centres.
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?ﬁ%ﬁ&éy;é&-wﬁa Trade Unions Internationals.

TELEGRAPHIQUE : FESYMOND PRAGUE

AAD/Cir.No:65/1958

CPRECED 06 18375

Dear Brothers,

The Secretariat of the World Federation of Trade
Unions would like to draw your attention to the situation
in South Korea.

As is generally known, the Chinese People's
Volunteers completed their withdrawal from Korea by
QOctober 26, 1988.

The withdrawal of the Chinese People's Volunteers
from Korea on their own initiative has opened a new phase
in the relaxation of tension in Korea and the Far East,
which leaves the wey open for & peaceful settlement of the
Korean question.

There is no excuse for the U.S. forces to remain
in South Korea any longer. They must stop their reckless
provocations and withdraw unconditionally from Korea at once.

However, instead of withdrawing their armed forces
from South Korea, the American imperialists, by their
continued occupation, have once again made clear their
intention to divide Korea permanently and keep South Koresa
as their colony, to be converted into a strategic atomic
war base for imperialist aggression in the Far Rast.

Under U.S. occupation, the cconomic =2nd social
situation in South Korea has greatlv deteriorated.

vcc/



The working people of South Korea are deprived
of their fundamental rights and democratic freedoms and
are confronted with mass unemployment and starvation;
they stand in danger of belng used a3 cannon fodder.

The people of North Korea have accomplished
great things in the strusgle for the peaceful unification
of the country and socielist construction. On August 21,
1958, the Government of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea adopted a decision to supply free of charge
22,500 tons of cleaned rice, five million metres of
textiles, ten thousand tons of sea-food and four million
pairs of footwear in order to help unemployed people and
homeless orphans in South Korea. But this generous offer
has been ignored by the South Korean authorities,

The W.F.T.U, has gent lettears to the U,S.
Government and the United Nations demanding the withdrawal
of U.S. troops from South Korea.

We are convinced that workers of all countries
will support the Korean peopie in the struggle for 2
peaceful settlement of the Korean question.

We would like to ask you to join in expressing
your support by taking steps suited to the conditions and
possibilities in your country. You might, for instance:-

~ expose American policy in South Korea by means
of the press, publications and lectures;

- send letters to the U.S. Government, U.N.
General Secretary and President of the U.N.
Assembly, and U.S. embagsies and legations
denmanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from South Korea;

- organise meetings and demonstrations.

Would you kindly keep us informed of the steps
you take in this regard.

With fraternal greetings,

Luigi GRASSI
Secretary of the W.F.T.U.
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Ilic Doci,Genersal Secretery, Agricultural and Forestry Viorkers®' T.U.I.
19, Via Boncompegni - Rome (Italy)
Presidentt: TJUGITO (Indonesia)

Erkki Salomaa, Generasl Secretary, Building, Wood and Building Materials

Incdustries T.U.I.
P.0. Box 221, Helainki (Finland)

Presidents 7, Tille (Cerman Derocratic Republic)
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and Hotel, Ceafe and lestaureant ‘orkers' T.U.I.
2, rue Positano, Sofia (Bulgarie)

Presidentt Vincenzo 4Ansenelli (Itsly)

Ferenc fozsoki, Genersl Secretery, 0il, Chemicel and allied ‘orkers'

T,U.I.
Budapest - 76, (Hungary)

President® Luciano Leama (ltaly)

Jaroslav lievald, Genersl Secretary, Leather, Shoe, Fur &nd Leather

Products Workers' T.U.I.
Jeruselemska - 9, Prague II (Czechoslovekie)

President: Fernend laurice (Trance)

Frits lleckert Strasse - 70, Berlin - 0 17 (G.D. R.)

President: Rene Duhamel (France)

World Federation of Teachers' Union ( F,.I.5.5,)

R Presidents:s Henri VWallon (france)

General Secretary: Paul Delanoue

(Contd.)
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Personel Address: Peaul Delanoue,

30, rue de 1' ILchiquier, Paris - X (france)
Official sddresst
frtaxixieckaiy Vorld ederation of Teachers' Union (F.S.ILE.DP,
Janska 100, Prazue - I (Czechoslovekis)
N.B. Yo write on personal adress, the letter should be addressed on

the zkpye address &s given above, i.e, wither ™ “esignaticn and neme
g ’ oy

of the oirgenisation, since it is his personel address onlye.

]

) “.-\ v ( o Vs Clry
Mercel Bras, Ueneral Secretary, lletal and Inginecring Industries T.,U.I.

Jansks 100, Przzue I (Czechoslovakia)

Presicentts Giovenni Rovedsa (Italy)

Victorin Juguet, Genersl Secretury, biiners' T.U.I.

Janska 100, Prague (Czechoslovakis)

9 v s o g o 7 O S

4%, Corso Porte Vittoria, lileno (It&ly)

Presidents Hare loreru (Romanis)

Rephael_4vila, Generel Secretery, Transpori, Port end Fishery Workers'
Tolule
Janska 100, Pruague I (Czechoslovakis)

Presidents Alphonse Drouerd (¥rence)

e - R P e e ]



Second Conference of Non-Governmental

Organisations on Diserimination

Dear Brothers:

The Second United Nations Conference of Non-Governmental
Organisations Interested in the Eradication of Prejudice and
Discrimination will meet in Geneva in June, 19§8.

The following matters are on the agenda:-

- Exchange of views concerning the most effective techniques
of combating prejudice and discrimination, including legal,

educational and community action.

- Co-operation with United Nations bodies:

Consultation of United Nations bodies with non-
governmental organisations,

Further suggestions to assist or supplement the
work of the United Nations.

The W.F.T.U., and other organisations taking part have been
invited to submit before January, 1959, progress reports on xkt their
activities in combating prejudice and discrimination since the First
Non-Governmental Organisation Conference in 1955. This report
should contain practical suggestions on further action by
organisations which would assist or supplement the work of the

United Nations in this field,

It should be shown how these organisations have implemented
the resolutions of the First Conference. Below, we recall some of
the recommendations contained in the resolutions passed by the First

Conference.

TheNGOs. were invited to make a particular effort at
.../.
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‘national and interrationa? levels to coné m and resist diseriminatory
practices. The NG@8. W™, to ask goverrments to sign, ratify and
implement Convention 100 on equal wages.

In conjunetion with the United-¢jtions and their specialised
-

agencies, the NGOs were invited to give Jx;ial attention to

diserimination in child, adolescent and adult education. It was also

"

recommended that international meetings, particularly of young people,
and travel should be organised so that people might come to know and

understand each other better,.

1% -

In order that we may be able to make a carefully prepared
report for the Conference, would you kindly send information and

proposals on the matters raised in the resolutions and let us know of:

- instances and measures of discrimination based on race,
colour, sex, religion, political opinion, social origin;
in connection with employment, trade, vocational training,
remuneration and other working conditions such as langth
of working hours, paid anmuel holidays, social security,
social services, trade union rights, etec.

- action by the workers and trade unions against prejudices
and diserimination; the results of this action and your
experiences;

- action programnes and demands of trade unionsj

- your practical proposals for effective national and

international measures to combat prejudices and discriminstion,

The information we receive will certainly glve us an
interesting picture of the activities of our affiliated organisations,
the W,F.T.U. and the T.U.I.8 against discrimination.

In viaw of the date on which the renort has to be presented,
we should be most grateful if you would send us your information and

proposals before the 3lst of this month,

Fraternal good wishes,

Elena TEODORESCU
Secretary of the W.F.T.U.
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’/1 #ddresses of Non-affiliated National Centres - of only some

1. "Trade Union Yongress (Burmsa),

No. 8, nominkochin oad, Hen goon (Burme) (ICFTU)

2.Ceylon rederation of Labour,

E@yxwanakxiawy 23, Muhandiran Lane,
Colombo %% 11. (Ceylon) ) (Independent)

Pl Ceylon‘”orkers‘ Congress,
213/2, Main Street,

Colombo (Ceylon) (ICFTU)

¢4, Democratic workers' Congress,
21372, wmain Street,

Colombo (Ceylon) (Ind.p

o, gerx Lemocratic dorkers' Union of indonesia (KBKI)

Vjl. Yeuku Y jhik vitiro 44, Jjakarta. (Ind.)

6. Indonesian Islamio i‘rgcde Union (SBII)

Djalan <ramat 45, Djakarta. (Icftu) (Xmdx)

7. YYRAXCAK A X KNINI XX RS KR X Kk krdarexX e KBARRYHAT Y
All-Indonesian “oslem ‘‘rzde Unions (SARBUMUSI)

Djalan sramat naja 164, Djakarta

8. wjskam xeaxay Centrgl Urgenisation of workers' of Indonesian
fepublic, - <V

sotakpos 2228, Ljakarta (Ind.)

&Y 4l11-1lndonesian Workers' Congress (I3SI)

Ujl. teuku rjahik vitiro 44, Djakartia. (Ind.)



(2)
10. lwovement of Indonesian Lslamic wWworkers' Organisations (GOBSII)

vatramen Yimur 2, Ljakarta. (Ind.)

dils Federation of workers' and “mployees' Organisatdaons of Indonesia

_ (HISSBI)

bjl. Yeukun ijhik-Litiro 44, Ljakarta. (Ind.)
12. Federation of irade Unions of Indonesia (GSBI)

Djl. Yeuku Ljhik vitiro 44, Ujakgrta. (Ind.)
13. Cathlic irede Union of Indonesia (PANTJASILA)

tanah sbang [11/24, Ujakarta. (Ind.)
14. General Youncil of lrade Unions (30HYO)

Siba Perk,

minatoku, ‘lokyo. (Ind.)
15. Japenese ‘rade Union Congress,(Zenro-:aigi)

2-4, nsabu-ichibeicho,

winatolku, lokyo. (ICFLU)

16. National Confederation of Industrial Ynions, (SHINSANBESU)
C/¢ e CHUROI KAIKAN,
Shibakoon, uinatoku

tokyo. (Ind.)

17, tgyptian Confederation of rade Unions,
52, mkkrX sbdul shaliq ‘harwat otreet,

Cairo.

18. international Arab ‘rede Union ‘“onfederation, (TATUF)
5, Kasr el Wil otreet,

Cairo.



20,

l.

22,

23.

(3) -
Sudan Yederetion of Trade Unions,
P,O0. Box 531,
Xhertoun., (IATUF & WFTU)

Genersl “onfederation of Workers' Trade Unions of Syria

DALIASCUS. ' (IATUF)

Federation of Promressive Trade Unions,
Xhaledebn 4l Walid Street,
DAKASCUS. (IATUF)

¥edurationxafcindependentx¥nedeciniangy United :rade Unions,
Ywey lue Sechar 41 ‘hauri,

geyrauthy Beirut, LEDANCHN (Ind.)

Trode Unions of North Lebsanon,
Abon Wedi Squere,

Tripoli, LEBANGH TATUF)



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS Ty
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE Prague,
FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL

BCEMMWPHAA OENEPAIINA

IMPO®ECCHOHAJIEHBIX COI030B P ~
General Secretary,

2 li p” 8 ':’ Address all correspondence to All-Indl a Trade Unl on Con'g.re sSs )
Adrcsser la correspondance au: 4 ) ASh-Oka R Oad ]
Toda comunicactén ha de ser dirigida al:
AnpecoBaTh BCIO KOPPECHOHMISHND : NBW DELHI

T R —

SECRETARIAT DE LA
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE

PRAGUE I - RUE JANSKA 100
TELEPHONE - 67.85%
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : FESYMOND PRAGUE

ARS/HB/NO. . . .".".".f. .

-

Dear Brothers,

The First World Trade Union Coanference of
Young Workers held in Prague from July 14 to 20, 1958,
provided wvaluable information for the trade unions and,
above all, for the W.F.T.U., on trade union work among
young workers. Meny delegates said they would like to
read more about the problems of young workers in
different countries in the Review of the W.F.T.U.

We would very much like to fulfil such a wish
expressed by young trade uarionists, but in order to do
this, we need the collaboration and support of all trade
union organisationse.

#e would therefore ask you to send us an article
discussing the position and problems of young workers in
your country.

Since the First Jorld Trade Union Conference
of Young wWorkers was attended also by a delegation from
India, it might be good if one of these delegates were
to write such an article. We would be very glad to
receive such an article at the earliest possible date.

Many thanks for your co-operation.
Fraternalégreetings,
{ ﬁ {n-

.. J|I J'. r
Jean NETZLER /
Press Dept. of the W.H.T.U.

{ ]
/



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE
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Address all correspondence to
Adresser la correspondance au:

Toda comunicacion ha de ser dirigida a
AnpecosaTh BCI0 KOPPECHOHIEHIIIIO
SECRETARIAT DE LA
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE

PRAGUE [ . RUE JANSKA 100
TELEPHONE ; 67.856 — 60.563
ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE; FESYMOND PRAGUE

Cire. AES No,69/1958

Dear Brothers,

Prague, sth Decem er, 1958._

All1-India Trade Union Congress,
4, Ashoka Road,

———  — . S e e i A S S O G S S

India.

Re: International Travel

In UNESCO, the World Federation of Trade Unions
takes part in the aectivity of the working party of Non-
Governmental Orgeanisationson Youth Problems.

The working party concentrates on "international
travel for young people for educational purposes" and is
holding an inquiry at the moment in order to come forward
with definite proposals to guide the work of UNESCO in this

respect.

The World Federation of Trade Unions and its
affiliated National Centres have always shown a keen
interest in workers' travel, delegation exchanges and
international contacts among trade unions as well as in
the particular problems of young workers. The First
World Trade Union Conference of Young Workers adopted a
special resolution advising the W.F.T.U. to "encourage
meetings and contacts among young workers of various

countries",

(ERACE) 0618375

osof
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In renlying to the UVESCC inouiry, weshould like
to make a first review of the experience the V.F.T.U. and
its affiliated N=ational Centres hsve accumulated in this
type of activity.

Enclosed you will find a UNESCO cuestionnaire
and we would ask you to reply to the different cuestions
as completely as possible and let us have some practical
examples illustrating your work.

Thenking you in anticipation, we send you
fraternal greetings,

Elena ?EODORESCU
Secretary of the W.F.T.U., ™~

P.5. DPlease renly to the questionnsire

before January 1, 1959,
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UNTTED NATTONS' EDUCATIONAL, SCISNTIFIC
AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION

QUESTIONNAIRE OFN TNTERNATIONAL TRAVEL FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

S o I it s s S S s (S ) D D B i i o o s s s At 4 e B o et St e R e iF AR iy P i S A e e A A s e Py

The purpose of this questionnaire is to get points
of view and observations on the main chsracteristics, not only
of the programme of courseg, but also of the methods used and
the results obtained according to your experience on
educational travel for young people. There is no need to
give us detailed information on the programmesthat already
appear in our publications "STUDY ABROAD" and "HOLIDAYS ABROAD",

Would you let us know in your reply, whether your
observations relate to activities undertaken by your own
international organisation or by national groups affiliated
to you, or by both of these.

Your remarks will be included in a summary document
that will be distributed to other members of the Working Group
and will serve as a basis for detailed and practical
discussiong on future activities.

A, Essential Information

i Is the preparation of educational travel the only
purpose of your organisation or is this travel
planned in order to promote:-

a) the aims of your orgenisation?
b) specific educational purposes?
¢) other aims?

2 To what extent have you orgsnised programmes over
the past & years and what has been their nsature?.
(i.e., individual or group study travel; person-for-
person exchanges; practical work or conferences;
youth labour groups, etc?). '

3. Can you give us a general idea from the numerical
and geographic point of view, of the extent of your
activities under item 27

4, Apart from the above-mentioned activities, has your
organisation been ealled upon to assist young
foreigners to settle matters of a general nature,
not related to the educational programme of your
organisation?



B. Educationel Programme

Se What methods do you use in carrying out the above
activities so as to:-

a) ensure th=t the participents increase their
knowledge of the culture and institutions of
the countries they visit?

b) increase personal contacts and aid an exchange
of experience between people of different
countries?

6. We would be glad if you would give us your views
on any of the following items:=—

a) the importance of preparing the group or
individuals before departure;

b) in prepering a programme, what is & proper
balance between orgenised and non-organised
activities?

c) what is the best method of international travel
for educational purposes (i.e. individual
journeys, small groups, large organised groups,
gatherings, etc?%°

7. Following on your replies to the above questions,
could you give us an example with a detailed
description of any striking experiences you have
had in this connection that could be discussed by
the Working Group.

8. Would you state the problems and obstacles that

hinder your organisstion in developing its
activities in relation to young neople's travel,

Ce Making Use of the Experience Gained

9. What information has your organisation heen able to
obtain on the effectiveness of the stated activities
in relation to the following criteria (give examples,
if possible):-

a) the cultural education of each perticipant;
b) result from the point of view of the hosts;

/
¢) better understanding of internstionzl relations
and problems;

d) technical 2and organisetional knowledge;
e¢) how the experiences gained while abroad are put
into use when returning home.

D, Other Comments and Conclusions

10. Would you add any other observations you would like
us to have on any aspect of this matter, especially
in connection with new facts and plans for the future.
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MEMBER. CENTRAL SILK BOARD. { Coimbatore: 1353

Report on the Cairo meeting of the Internationl
Trade Union Committee for solidarity with the
workers and people of Algeria

- 't X H oeoces e

SO The constituent meeting of the International Trade

S Union Committee for Sdlidarity with the workers and people
£ of Algeria was held from September 12 to 15 in Cairo.

A It was attended by all those who had attended the earlier

: discussions at Leipzig and Prague except for Sohyo (Japan)

s and the United Trade Union of Chile. The former for

b AP reasons explained in another report, and the latter due to

; difficulties of permits to come. The newcomer who became

S e a full fledged member of the Committee was Yugoslavia.

R Messages were received from a number of invitees to the

' Cairo meeting, and of importance to us is the message from

: 4 INTUC who regretted their inability to send a representative

B 4. but expressed full sympathy and cooperation with the

& Committee.

Niea iy A number of difficulties arose during the meeting
i as a result of which though scheduled for two days it
R continued for four. But at the end after prolonged

& o discussions a compromise was reached and the decisions
i were unanimous. The basic points of difference were :

v 1.. That the WEIHxzWouXd earlier steps taken to convene
such a committee, the iniative taken by WFTU at Leipgig,
etc. should not figure in any of the documents because that
would lead to hindering wider unity.

= : 2. A permanent organisztion of some form should be
o Bl xet up with headwuarters in Cairo.

3. The Committee should give a call for the boycott
of ships carrying French goods, arms and troops.

Earlier there had been an umderstanding arrived at
between the WFTU and the ICATU on all these points but
at first the ICATU went back on all of them. This led
. to prolonged and heated discussions inside the Secretariat
g set up for conducting the meeting of the Committee which
) consisted of WFTU, ICATU, Italian CGIL, China, Ceylong,
e i Morroccan Labour Union (ICFTU affiliate) and India(myself).

The ICATU had set up Aziz of Ceylon to put up all
the proposals which held up the discussions and finalising

f;;}ii the documents.  He tried to pose as the one independent
;;;ij Union represented there and xm put forward the above
AW T . three points. It seems that their intention was to try

and blackmail thg WFTU into accepting all their proposals
%g toto, using the argument in a veiled manner, that
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if we failed to arrive at agreement on these points, the)
the world would think (and specially the peoples of the
Arab world) that the WFTU was not really interested in
building workin. class unity, or a campaisn in aid of
Algeria, but was only an instrument for spreading Communist
propaganda

Finally, after all the discussions a compromise
was arrived at and the decisions taken were unanimouse. .

1 The history of the fmmmx preparations for the
Comnittee and earlier decisions of Leipzig and Prague
was included in the Main Action programme.

2. In the telegram to the UNO all the constituent
organisations have been mentioned and the organisations
that sent messages have been included.

3. A Provisional Secretariat has been-set up. Counsisting
of the WFTU, ICATU and Noroccan Labour Union. This
Committee is not empowered to send out any statements

or appeals, but only entrusted with the task of

receiving draft proposals and constitutions from all

the constituent members regarding the suggestion of

setting up a permanent secretariat., WFTU affiliates

would have to send their proposals (three copies) to the
WFTU who would send them on to the others.- (This question
of permanent secretariat, etc. will be discussed at Warsaw)e.

In short, these are the decisions.

The Action rro_ramme sets out the work to be
undertaken by the National committees. I am not listing
the items here. The significance of the meeting in Cairo
as assessed by the comrades who were there. from WFTU
and WFTU affiliate organisations was that the meeting
was a step forward in building up working class unity.
It had been attended by representatives from WFTU , from
independent organisations and from ICFTU affiliate also.
The programme ZE&Z i1f implemeneted would make it
possible to draw in widest sections on the question of
Algeria and create the opportunity for united action
in vargious countries, 'Further, it serves as a further
step to weaken the hold of ICFTU and expose its imperia-
list aimse. A WRA KRR XA X KR A XX RIS

One point should be noted - WFTU had overlooked .the
sending of an inyvitation to mkhkex our sister organisation
in Ceylon, so that Aziz was the only representative from
there and he played the role of spokesman for Ceylon also.
If our comrade had ‘also been there it would have been

more difficult for him - this_was posed by the comrades
who were there and we were all agreed on it.
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TPt 22,  M.P., { New Delhi: 45818
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Report on Afro-Asian TU Conference

When I was leaving for Cairo, Com. SAD had told me to go
through the papers that were in the file regarding the Afro-
Asian TU conference and to have talks with Chinese and Soviet
comrades and then to meet Fathy Kamel, Secretary General of
the ICATU and see that; AITUC is included in the Preparatory
Committee.

As soon as I reached there, I told the Chinese comrades
and Comrade Grassi that we should have a meeting about this.
They agreed and after the Committee was ower we met. It
was a meeting of all comrades (except Italy and FDGB) and

* after I reported to them the developments from our end Com.
Grassl reported on certain other developments and the Chinese
comrades also.

Grassi's report

When he was in Japan he had had talks with Sohyo on this
matter. The Sohyo people had told him that they were feeling
a little annoyed because the ICATU was snatching the mx iniat-
tive from them and come out as initiators of such a Conference,

They told him that the biggest hurdle in calling a
preparatory meeting was the INTUC had made it quilte clear and
was adamant on the point that if AITUC was st all invited
they would nave nothing to do with the Conference. They (INTUC
no longer objected to China or even the Soviets, but they
were firm on the question of AITUC. They talked to Grassi
about it and asked him what should be done, because they had
talked to Chinese comrades about it, and they had been
equally firm on the point that they insisted on participation
of the AITUC. Grassi stated to them that WFTU did not choose
to interfere in this and also that it was his opinion that no
trade union of the Asian African countries should be
excluded from such a Conference.

Grassi also told us that indirectly he had learnt that
Sohyo had decided not to attend the Cairo meeting because
they wished to avold having discussions with the ICATU on
the proposed meeting for December 1l>.

He also reported that there was to be a meeting of
TUs of Asian countries affi ICFTU in India - ¥=xmEE® Sohyo
had wanted ‘&g representative the new chief of their
International Depa:tment to attend, But he had refused to
come - he is more inclined towards WFTU and he wwanted to
. avoid any discussions of an Afro-Asian conference at this
stage and 4id not want to commit himself, He also learnt

that Sohyo is still against the formation of an Afro-Asian
PU Confederation. One more point was that ICATU is also



spreading all sorts of rumours - e.g. that after the Afrc-
Asian Conference is held, China will quit the WFTU, etc., etc.

Chinese comrade's report

We received the letter of August 18th, which has been
seen by the AITUC. In reply we had written not directly
rejecting the proposal, but suggesting that an opportunity
to hold a meeting might be taken at Cairo where so many
representatives of Asian-Afriean TUs would be present. The :dea
we had at the back of ‘our minds in making this proposal was
that at Cairo Soviet, “AITUC and Sobsi comrades would be
present and therefore we could make good use of this opporunity
to see that all were included.

The policy of China has been clear - we have been having
discussions on this conference for several years with Sohyo.
and ICATU. Maintaining our policy of broadest unity, but
firm on the question’'of inclusion of the Soviets and AITUC.
Earlier they had hoped to hold a Conference excluding even C na
but now they have come round. We made it quite clear that
while we are interested in bdbuilding the unity of Afro-Asian
forces, that unity is in order to develop and strengthen
the progressive forces.

ICATU had not replied to our proposal to hold a meeting
of Afro-Asian representatives at the Algerian Committee meeting.
On arrival in Cairo I met them, but they seemed to.be quite
lukewarm about it. So I dropped it. But as soon as Aziz arrived
he started taking the iniative in talking about it. He wants
to appear as one of the ini&iators of the conference. He
approached me and suggested a meeting of four to discuss the
question - ICATU, China, Sobsi and himself. He made no
mention of eilther Soviet comrades or AITUC. I firmly
re jected this proposal and suggested that there should be a
meeting of all or none - and the meeting should take the form
of an informal exchange of views and not of formal proposals
and decisions.

They resisted to the very end and then finally agreed to
this proposal.

SheaEryXEEXkxgaxxizizxaprraxzied On the basis of thése
reports I put forward the suggestion that even after the

informal meeting of all the representatives, why should I not,
saying Com. Dange had asked me to do so, meet Fathy Kamel
separately and try to glean from him what the INTUC had been
saying to them. Comrades agreed that I should do this.

The very next da before the wider meeting Aziz approached
ﬂg and told %e'that h%ﬁself and Helmi ?the Egyp%ian Govg.

!
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representative attached to the ICATU and who is really the
policy maker for them) wanted to have a talk with me. I agreed
and consulted the Chinese comrades and we decided that I should
just listen and not sgy anything. Because I wanted the ICATU
to be quite clear that we did not consider Aziz as big a person
as they did, and we were not going to have him dictating to us
as to the best way of proceeding in India about the Conference.

In their talk with me Aziz and Helml told me a whole lot
of half truths. About the talks they had had with INTUC,
the talks that INTUC and HMS had had with Aziz when he had come
here fore the Asian ILO, eic. etcs They Jjust went on saying:
INTUC are quite interested: but they do not seem to be doing
anything. Antony Pillaiidid not commit himself. So what should
we do ? .

I replied that I was not in a position to tell them what
to do. They had not chosen to consult us at any time and Aziz
had not even troubled to meet Dange about this when he was in
Delhi when he could have done so. And as regards igiving any
information as to the attitude of INTUC or HMS about the
Conference - we knew nothing of their attitude. We have not
taken any initiative in talking to them, because we did not
¥now exactly what had been said to them, and as we are
interested in the broadest unity we did not want to say or do
angthing which would prejudice the issue., They tried to
press me to suggest that the Afro-Asian sooidarity committee
here should be =sked to take the initlative in calling a TU
representatives meeting. I sald that such details had not
been discussed by us and I could not say anything on behalf of
AITUC - we would only welcome all steps to further unity.

So it was kept at this general level and the discussions
at the fuller meeting also fallowed the same pattern. There
Fathy Kamel said - they had not yet spoken to AITUC because
they knew that the hard nut to crack was the INTUC and that
AITUC could always be relied upon to participate in any such
Conference, as we were serious about achieving unity at all
levels. So I thanked him for the compliment paid to us

Then immediately after the meeting I went up to Fathy
Kamel and said that I wished to have a privite meeting with
him as Com. Dan.-e had given me certain messages for him.

(I made it quite clear that I did not want either Aziz or
Helmi present on the occasion).

When I met Fathy Kamel separately, he agzain took the line
that he had taken at the meeting of all the delagates. I told

him that AITUC was guite prepared to cooperate and help in all
efforts to holdthe Conference., He then told me that he had an
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in mind paying a visit to India, Burma ad Indonesia sometime in
November to meet and discuss with all TU leaders. I told him
he was always welcome and wee would be happy to see him in India
but I hoped that he would come when Com. Dange was in India, so
he should write to us beforehand so that we could inform him of
SAD's programme. I requested him to write to the Secretary,
who would be in a position to reply to him.

He then gave me a hint of what he had in mind. Talked long
about the prejudices that are there against the WFTU, which he
maintained that he did not share, and then talked about the
formation of Afro-Asian Confederation of Trade Unions which
should lead to China and us leaving the WFTU to prove our kmmgasf
bonafides that we are alltYout of unity and were willing to do
anything to remove prejudices and suspicions that we are being
'‘dictated' to, etc. He was, I think, trying to feel his way.
and even tried to criticise Com. Grassl indirectly, saying he
wag inclined to be 'tactless' and 'linunderstanding', etc. etoc.

I did not xm enter into any deep discussion, but Jjust indicated
that there was no gquestion of &% cutting ourselves off from WFTU
which has stood by all struggles in the backward and colonial
countries and extended help and support unlike the ICFTU. He
also left it at that, only saying he must have more discussions
on this when he comes to Indiae.

The net impression I gained 1is that they have tried their
level best with the INTUC, but having failed to rouse any
enthusiastic response, they have realised that they will have to
deal with AITUC - but at the same time they want to keep us in
the background as much as possible - so they try to use Aziz as
the "knowledgeable" and "influential" person.
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