BIHAR JUTE ‘GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION

¥ [chlstcrcd under the Societies Registration Act. XXI of 1860]
e 1 POST BOX 116
O | PATNA
Ref. N 9 522/58 Dated... 48y 124---195 8

To
Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India,

New Delhi.
: | Beaf Sir,

I am didrected to send herewith cuttings of
newspaper about the preVaiiing jute crisis for your
kind perusal.

. The Association approached you several times
through letters and nevépapef‘cuttings regarding
jute crisis prevailing in Indian Union in general and
Bihar in particular but I am afraid whether that

reached you or not.
Yours faithfully,

(P.D.Khai ten)
Secretary, Bihar Jute Growers®
il Association and member, Indian

Central Jute Comezittee,
% Copy forwvarded to
‘ ; 1. Shri Lal Bahadur Sashtri, Minister



BIHAR JUTE GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION

v [Registered under the Societies Registration Act. XXI of 1860]

T , POST BOX 116
PATNA
5 4 Dated..... plrn.... 195

Ministry of Commerce, Government of Badka, New Delhi.
2, chief Minister, Govermnment of Bihar, Patna.

3. Shri Asok Mehta M.P. Parliament House, Hew Delhi.

4. i J.B.Kripalani M.P. Parliament House,New Delhi.
L/ﬁf/:zzi S.A.Dange, M.P. Parliament House, New Delhi.

6., shri A.K.Gopalan,M.P. Parliament House, New Delhi.

7. Brof. N.G.Ranga, M.P.Parliament House, New Delhi,
for information and necessary action.

(P._D._Khai tan)

Secretary, Bihar Jute Growers' Assécia-

tion and member, Indian Central dJute
comni ttee.
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t A\ AResolving Jute

Crisis

| OPPOSITION PARTIES
SUGGESTIONS

PATNA. Dec. 19:

A meeting of all opposition
‘zroups in the Bihar Assembly
was held at .the Legislators’
Club last night under the pre-
gidentship of Mr. Mahamaya
Prasad Sinha, leader of the
Bjhar Leglslature P.S.P. par-
ty, to discuss jute crisis in the
State.

SLUE T iy

Mr. Mahamaya Prasad, In
e 2PWOIN-1 hig presidential speech, strong
ledQP'c ly criticised the attitude of the
1 Government and said the stro-
¢5aYdUBINA | noar the voice raised by  the
9u0\"'\)mﬂ1 opposition parties to tackle
ol this crisis, the more steep was
% gumot = the fall in raw jute prices. The
\ quidut price of jute shares, on  the
yed koc other hand, he pointed out,
ELEC“‘ pakol was going up and up
KhR 13‘.‘55‘5 1on0 ‘{4 | and that of  manufactured
oh%\i X goods was constantly steady
oyN at the cost of jute growers
?»'330 s R3] j1]| without also giving any reliet
ele- to consumers.
st & Referring to the six-fold po-
P‘_“’- licy announced in the Lok
Sabha by Mr. L.B. Shastri,
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Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry, to arrest the
fall of jute price, Mr. Maha-
maya Prasad Sinha sald that
the immediate reaction of Mr.
Shastri’s statement had been
a further fall in the jute pril-
ce by Rs. 2 per maund instead
of arresting it.-

Mr. Sinha disclosed that the
prevailing slump in the Jute
market had caused a loss of
Rs. 10 crores to the jute grow-
ers of this State.

Mr. ZKaryanand Sharma,
Comimunist Leader. ¢cpined tha+
if the Government did not
bring up the price of jute to
the level of Rs. 25!- in the
villages all opposition partles
should launch an inter-state
compaign in the jute growing
areas nf Bihar, BeNlgal, Assam
Orissa, U.P. and Andhra for
mobilising public opinion in
favour of abandoning its culti-
vation for at least ful] orne
year. so that the Government
might be compelled to assure
economic price to the growers.

Thereafter the meeting pas-
sed the following resolutions.

(1) There should be a publie
enquiry into the present scan-
dalous jute policy benefiting
some vested Interests by a high
power commission constituted
by the Unlon Government for
the purpose. .

(11) The Central And State
Governments of all jute pro-
ducing states should at once
start implementing a price
support policy by purchasing
at least 20 lakh maunds of
jute as relief measure.

(11i) Free export of raw jute
should be allowed immediately
to destroy” the buyers market.
created by manufacturers.. .. -

(iv)-, Thel.workingyhours_..ot

and sealed - looms: -reopened
without any further'delay in
order to step up production
and tone up competition in

forelen marketa

the mills' should he increased dab
from 48 to 54 hours per week |Sie

t—
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.| sufficiency in regard

ad Plight Of Jute --~»-Growers

In Bihar =

(By Kamaldeva Narayan Sinha, M.L.A.)

On account of concerted
drive made both by the Govt.
of India and the State Govern-
ments for increasing jute pro-
duction the country has, for
the first time, attained self-
to raw
jute and mesta. In the year of
partition, the output of jute
and mesta was only 1.66 milli-
on bales, This rose to 5.8 mil-
lion bales in 1856-57, There was
a slight fall in output in 1957-
58 when the total figure ol
rroduction was 5.3 million ba-

“{les. The total estimated yield

for the current year Is 6.5 mi-
llion bales of jute and mesta.
While it is a fact that the pro-
duction of jute In this year
amounts to 65 lakh bales the
acreage under cultivation as

stated by the Minister, Com-
merce and Industries, s not
correct as the acreage under

mesta has not been ascertain-
ed up till now which, accord-
ing to us. has definitely in-

| creased.

In 1955-56 the acreage un-
der cultivation of jute and
mesta was 23 lacs. The acrea-
ge this year has not decreased,
rather it must have increased

jin comparison to 1955-56. Un-

fortunately, however, there has
been marked recession in pri-
ces of raw jute, particularly
during the current season,
causing great dlstress to the
growers, This has been fur-
ther accentuated by the high
prices of paddy. The average
fair parity between raw jute
and paddy prices was estima-
ted by the Jute Enquiry Com-
mittee, 1957 at 27:1. This
would work out to 1.8:1 bet-
ween jute and rice prices.

On account of increased in-
ternal production and the
dumping purchase policy of
the jute mill owners, the rul-
ing prices ol raw jute in the
mofassil market have fallen
below economlic levels. The
average price of the bottom
(including x-bottom) variety
at Purnea market in Novem-
ber last works out at Rs. 15.75
per maund. The corresponding
price in the mofassil market
was at least Rs. 3/- less than
the ruling price at Purnea.
Against thls, the latest cost of

< production has been estimated

Al thelr

1l the ruling prices

at Rs. 25/- per maund by 1957
Jute Enquiry Committee. Thus
the ruling price would appear
to have gone below by half
the cost of production at villa-
ge level. This has created a
very disquieting situation and
it is feared that unless the
growers are assured reasonable
price, the production of jute

{f wili be adversely affected next

year,

When prices are running
high it is not necessary to fix
or announce economic prices;
but in the present case, since
have fallen
below economic levels, it seems
necessary-to fix and announce
minimum support prices. for

Jraw jute It may not be out of

place to mention here that by
Press Note No. 11-05/6445
dated 14.6.57 the Government
‘of India assured the agricul-

turists that the prices of agri-
cultural commodities would
not be allowed to fall below
the economic level and that
they would take sultable steps.
from . time to time, to achleve
this end. The recent agricul-
tural delegation to China also
recommended that minknum
price should be fixed for jute
and other commodities. In
fact, minimum and maximum
price of raw Jjute used to be
fixed by Government = during’
the war perlod, This was, ot
course, then done more from
the point of view of prevent-
ing prices from going above a
certainh level than for protect-
ing the interests of the cultl-
vators.

The imperative need for fl-
xing a floor price for raw jute
was considered at the annual
general meeting of the Indian
Central Jute Committee held
at Calcutta on Nov. 29, 1958
and it is understood that the
committee recommended to
the Government of India to fix
a floor\price for raw jute,

Dr. M .S. Randhwa, 1. C, S.
President of the Committee,
who s jalso additlonal Secre-
tary to the Government of In-
dia, Miglistry of Food and Agri.
cultyre. announced at the
meeting that the matter was
recelving the attention of the
Government who were concer-
ned about the prevalllng post-
tion, particularly over the de-
pressed prices prevaillhg in
Bihar and assured the commi-
ttee that the matter would be
taken up by the Government
ol Indla and a decislon-=would
be arrlved at to ensure mini-
mum price to the cultivators.
BUFFER STOCK OPERATION

In view of the facts stated
akove it should be possible for
the Government of India to fix
and announce a minimum pri-
ca of raw jute Immediately.
The concensus of oplnion Is
that a mere announcement of
the minimum price would
tone up the market and keep
price well above the minimum.
1. however, prices do sag and
tend to fall below a minimuym
level the most effective me-~
thod of supporting it would be
through the “buffer ' stock
operation” In this operation
the Government organisation
enters into the market and
buys the commodity on its
own account at the specified
minimum price and thus che-
cks them from falllng below
that level. This, no doubt, re-
quires a certaln amount of
working capital and adequate
warehousing facllitles. This
method was followed success-
fully in the case of foodgrains
in 1954-55

In case the Government it-
self does not want to under-
take the buffer stock .opera-
tion,'the work could be entrus-
ted to the Cooperative 'Mar-
keting Union or a Marketing
Assoclation of the trade or of
bills which could  purchase
raw jute from the cultlvators

at the specified minimum price
and held stocks at appropriate

slages In the process of mar-
keting and selling In the mar-
ket so as to maintain the pri-
ces within the range fixed by
the Government. The Govern-
ment would not then have to
find the working capital and
as the possibilities of a loss
are remote, it .may, in fact.
achieve the purpose, as stated
earller, by simply announcing
the prices of raw jute and en-
trusting the work to an inde-
pendent organisation,
JUTE MILLS ASSN.

An indirect method engore-
ing the minlmum prices s to
lay down a buylng programme
for the mills so that specified
quantlities are bought by them
according to a fixed time table.
It -is Indeed regrettable that
the Indlan Jute Mills Assocla-
tion have not yet implemented
their own promise to buy ex-
tra stocks up to their three
month's requirements. Agalnst
their three months' require-
ment of 15 lac bales, they are
reported to have' had a total
stock of about 7 lacs bales
only. This has been enquired
into and ascertained by the
Blhar Government In Oct/Nov.
1958. According to this they
ought to have purchased 13
lakh bales more, The stateme-
nt of the Minister of Comme-
rce and Industry speaks of
above 21.94 lac bales purcha-
sed by Mills from July to Oct
'58. This means the Mills did
not bulld up and malntain
three months extra stock but
kept quiet by purchasing the
bare minimum consumption of
& month.

‘1t was expected that the vo-
luntary efforts of the Indlan
Jute Mills Association would
serve ‘the purpose and 1t may
not be necessary for the Gove
rnment to prescribe a buying
programme statutorily. Since
the Assoclation have failed to
implement their own promise,
the .Government may decide to
enforce the programme statu-
torily. Since export of raw jute
was banned the Jute Mills tend
to go slow In making purcha-
ses when the jute crop comes
on to the market and the cul-
tivator is keen to sell his pro-
duce. They know that the in-
ternal production would be
avallable to them any how and
they are in no hurry to buy!
this crop. On the other hand,
they try to purchase whatever
they require from Paklistan
during the early months of the
season, Thls depresses the pri-
ces for Internal production to
the detriment of the cultiva-
tors’ interest and when the
cultivators holding power is
exhausted the mills build up
relatively large stocks towards
the end of the season at a re-
latively low price and these
large stocks enable.them to re-
peat the go-slow purchase-po=
licy during the early months of
the next season, If a buying
programme is fixed up and en-
forced statutorily, this contin-

gency may not arise.
In view of the Increased in-
(Contd. On Page-5)
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FTE CULTIVATION

70 BE RESTRICTED ~

East' Paklstan

4,

Govemor

Outlines Policy

* DACCA, DEC. 10—The East Pakistan c.ovemor Mr. Jakir

Hossain, sald that “‘many: prob}ema” relatmrto jute had “already |

received senou! attentlon of the Govemmenf n Lh.yfshou\d" 4

HEAVY RISE IN.
ACTIVE NOTES

Bankers Dep(m
“Down ‘)s

The Lonowmg Is the comparativg
statement of the main items of the
latest returns Gf the Reserve Bank
of India with change fromt pravi-
ous weeks (in crores of rupeed)i—

ISSUCE DEPARTMENT

Lianilitles : .. Dec, -§ Changs
Notes- held i

Banking Dept. . 11.04 —29.21
Notea in Circulatign 1582.23 .27.03

Tota] - Notes issued .1593,27 — 218
Total  Liahilltles 159327 — 216
Asgets :
Bullion 112.76 —
Foreign Sécuritiea 164.68 —_—
Rupee Coin 136.10 = 2.18
Rupee Securities 1174 3 —
Total ‘Assets - $93.27 =218
BANKING DEPABTMY\T

Liabiljtles :
Capltal paid up 5.00 S
Reserve Fund R0.00 -
Natlonal. Azvicultural

credit  (long-term

operations), fund 25.00 —_—
Do. (5tahjlipation fund) 3.00 -_—
Depusita :
Ceniral « Covt, 1.5 ¢ 2.00
Other Govt. 1219  ~—11.98
Banks . B 72.03 —1618
Others 116.82 = 0.07
Eills . Payahle . 1487 — 023
Otner Liabilities 20.67 <+ nes
Total Liabllities A2 =247
Assess ¢
Notes. & Cofn J1Lng  --29.22
BIUK ete, 1M 4 23
Forelgn Balance® 18.34 239
Loans to Govt** 2497 -+ B
Qther. Loans 4. 4+ am
Investmenty ™ 288,55 -~ .89
Other Assets 10.56 4= 0.05
Total Assets’ 41214 2479

*Includes Cash  &. short-term
Securives. . "

- eIncludes Temporary Oserdnl!u
to -Stste Governments.

ADVANCES AGAINST BILLS®
The .itern ‘Other Loana and Ad-
va.nce_.k‘,.induden Ra _ 67,36,000(- ad-
\Anud to schedulad hanks against
urgnce ' billy under Section 17(4)¢c)
of ibe Reserve Bank of India Aet

"~ Treasury Bill

BOMBAY, DEC. 10.—Tendeérs
for rupees three crores of ninety-
one :dgys’ Gavernment of India
treasury Dbills ‘were' opened
yesterday, .2 Press communique
issued_ by ‘the Reserve Bank of

. India, Bombay; said. SOy

Total amount . ofrered was  Rs
3,05,00,000. Tenders et.Ra §9.395
ahovq were .accepted-in . full ,al.n
those. at.Rs , 89.380. allotted Bp-
p;mumatcly AD per cent. Loawer
tenders 'were rejected. -Total
amount »- aecepted ~+ was - "5 Rg
3,00,00,000—~the average rate of
_accepted tenders being Ra 4;&9
per cent per annum., o

. Tenders. for:/Ra: 3,00,00,0 0
ninetyone  days’ Governma; f
India* Tréasury- Bills . wﬂl be
received -at all centres (Bangn-
lore, Bombay, Calcutta,’ Kanpur,
Madras, Nagpur and-New Delhi)
up. :to, the close of bustwéss on
Monday, . the -’ 15th Decembiér,
1958, Succeasful tenderers should
make payment on Friday the
19th December, 1958. Other
conditions will. be as usual,

Ninetyone days' intermediate
treasury billz will be sold from
the.10th ‘December, 1858 to 13th
December, 1958 at Rs 99.411%;
subject to' the conditions pre\'i-
ously. announced (viz. sales can
be. stopped at any time without
notice if Government think it
necessary). 5

Nigetyone days' intermedidte
treasury bills sold from the 3rd
Decembter, 1858 to Gth December

< 00,000,

‘e ’x‘ha1 "po)lcy o: the
'ment”, he added, ; “is to® strike’
suitable - balance between the
interests. of growers, consumers,
industrialists and traders”.

The ' Governor, ' who was ad-
dressing- the annual meeting of
the Dacca-Narayanganj Chams
ber of COmmerce ‘and Industries,
8aid, It was-a' matter” of some
‘concern to the Governfent that
-buying of jute, particularly "of
low quality, in the border areas
had “slowed down consideradbly”.

He added that apart from the
cuttings'there was a “little more
of low-grade jJute on our hands
than we'ahould™. It,was, there-
fore, proposed "to, restrsct the
cultivation of jute " areas
which grow good quallty Jute.
In these mreas attempt would
be made to better yleld so that
lower acreage would ' bhe sufh-
cient to grow requisite guanti-
ty of jute ‘‘there by releasinyg
other areaa now . growing jute
for cult{vation of rice and other
.much needed food crops.”

As to tea industry, the Gov-

Jast ten years, the Increase in
acreage And production had been
“disappointing and far ‘short of
what Pakistan was ‘permitteq
under Jdte international
agreement”. He sdld ateps wece
‘under consideration” to step up
production of ,tes by extending
the arennPTl )

. Pa

ani Jute Goods
Export Up

DACCA, DEC. 10.—Exports of
lute goods frai East Paklstan in'
September, 1858, rose to 7,804
tons - from 8,269 tons
corresponding _ month - of
year, ‘aceording to the jute trade
.| and jndustry here.

The U.S.A. was the principal
customer in = September, 1058,
with -an offtake of 1817 tons
followed by  Iran and Australia
which lifted 1,529 tons and 1,231

tant cuslomers were Cuba (909
tons) L. S. Africa ; (488 tons)
Burma (429 tons)  and ,Nigeria,
(417 tons).

In " September last year S.
Africa’ ‘topped the . exoort list
with * an’ offtake of 1908 tons

| tolowed by the U.S.A. and Cuba
which_took 953:1tons and 567
tons . respectively. Other ‘major
buyers. . were the Netherlands
(550.-tons).. Belginm. (393 tons)

Outofsthe “toial-- exports in
September < this- year ‘hessian
accounted far 2 967 tons. sacking

for' 4,876 g d  other  goods |
for..Zl .tons. ppteg:ber, 1957,
HesslanwancL

n;k!nﬂ_ ~exports.

Respite :t.he {morovemen{ n
September this . vear. however,
total -eXports of ' Pakistani- jute
goods “during_!July-September,
1958, were lower' at 22,578 tons
compared t6 228!1R!om in the

correspondlntpﬁfriod ot last
year.~—NA, 5
Jute Inactive
CALCUTTA, DE(: 10 —The jute

market ruled Inactive without
business of Importanece panlnf.)w

Jaute Goods:—The gunAY and hes-
xlan marker réemajad closed tocav
on gaccount of .de3th of & member
at the Julas€hd Hessian Fxchange
(‘ommmet"

Safngard“ ing Jute

Pemssava! Inbaracke

Govern- | _

ermor regretted that during the |:

tea |-

n the |
last |

tons respectively.  Other impor--

and. W, Africa.382.fons). + . |




Tea Sale b r
22,328 chests of Dust on offer
_omly-'a fair general demand =dhsul
n .a number of
“ leaf orthodox

" Byt teas with- “fibre often sofd
'lh’¥ ¢r rates or were neglected| Li
: téas follotved* the easier tren
ﬂg‘tEas with'* flavoyr| «#ol
“at about. -valuation’s b 5 K

Y but
sometimaﬁ 15 nP

)
fn grainy exportabld ‘types af
3 &anu!actur? bowever, ¢oldi¥at

ediumn_ Daoars . Dust
AMédium s - Assam. Gramy
174 to 1.96 -3
t_Mt’alum Assam (’TC Dust Rs 1.85
A'HC'JO
;Best® Assaxn IC.T.Cy Dust‘l’.‘n 2.40 2o
$' 280" (Nominal). -
Exclusive “of 34 nP per
Exmse Duty.

Leaf : Offerings amounted o—only
1,549 chests. . Orthodox tvpesimet a
good ' demand._ around valuatien - but
: CTC types were a  little, fasier.!

: 3 §
,DJakarta Tea Sal 8 ]
.:-_nd.n L £ P
1 DJAKAPTA DEC ID—FO!' weelw
. ended Decémber 6 the quali ot
. app‘bxxmately,zso_o packages ofter;

Dtst E}k

pound

Bood i i
Bod l(mormg rokgns
< price. ro,g:‘:n

- day. There was a strong d
Prices were irregularty  deardr
cept for! a few. light liquoring
voices. ;.TNT pacl'(ages of outh
Indian Tead ,were  also nﬂe:\.dl ves-
_terday: This growth ‘sold r ad}ly
at genéral fo:dearer rates. ]

=t

F:)él‘e;gn Exchange

Lonnéx' DEC.
;‘;_; are yesterdavs clo<ingr= -
,-. London, © Exchanges:—India 1{5 97
L to 16.03: ULS. 28023 to 28§fi21:
“Afzdrid 117.00 to 119.00.
£New--York - -Exchanges:—Lonjion
official 278 to 282: Free 2580-9,32 to

B = T

the recent siump in the market.

| finished goods through an mter—

{80 to swell the- 3
1 jute manufacturers’ at ‘the. cost|
| of the' cultivators

710,—Folio im; 1

Mr. P. D. Khaitan,
tary of Bihar Jute Grow-
ers’ Association has ‘plea-
ded with the Government ' of
Irdia to discard. its . “wait and
watch” policy on jute prices
and take bold steps to tide over

Secre-

. Mr. is on a
"to - study

Govern-

Khaitan whq”
vigit-in- ‘Calc‘li_tta

the “‘reaction . the -
ment’s: anmouncement - “of 2
6-fold policy to arrest the
falling jute prices said that:jute |
growers, of Bihar "cannot" be |

tic measure was taken like free
export of jute with subsidy.on |

nal production tax. ’

Referring to’ the sxx-told
policy announced in- Lok -Sabha
by Mr.Lal' Bahadur Shastri, the
Union Minister-of Commerce and
Irdustry,”Mr. Khaitan said that

Jute Committéa-on behalf of ‘the
growers of Bihar.
The immediate reactxon of "
Mr. Shastri’s - statement - “could |,
be seen_in the " further ‘fall.in
jute vrice by Re. 1 per maund
inrstead of arresSting ,.fall' of.
prices. The steps. announced by
the _Commerce Minister which
included - fixation .of margin by
the East India Jute and Hessian.
Exchange. curtailment of jule
unports and, the decision io ex-
port a limited. quantity of raw
jute : through the. State Trading
Corporatlon Mr. Kha;tan said.
“it is nothing but -an eye-wash
to the jufe érowers‘andvl_g_ would |2
nrofits. of the

e

who'+ have |
been_ - “thrown mto a state of
miserable condition following
the plight in the jute industry.”
He said that fixation of the
r*.argin_b_v the East India, Jute
ard Hessian Exchange had’ in-
valved Rs. 8 per maund less than
the " averare cost of vroduction
alopg .with' other. ,mcldental
charges from one vlace t6 an- |
other. amounting 107 - Rs. 30.50
rP. (official figure) Der maund
as adajpst the fixation of "Ks |
22.50 nP: The markKet rate in
Calcutta:- on the Sth: .instant
) showed came "down to--Rs. 21.92
nP. as against thé minimum fix-
ed. Mr. Khaitan urged. for ear-
1y rectification of art:ﬁcxal buy-
e*‘s

* 280-11)32; India official 21.00;
, 21.00 to 21.03.—Reuter.

manufacturing interests obvi-

ously. v

saved” until-and unless-a’ dras- {1f

he was gravely concefned about .
it as a member of the Central |+§

markef created “by  the |
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JUTE  POLICY-A I’LEA HOR I{Eﬂl{lENTA: (]

OMMERCIAL production
of jute is limited to a

few countries only. In addition
to India and Pakistan which
together produced about eighty
per cent of the total supply of
jute, mention may be made of
Brazil, Farmosa, China, Iran,
Manchuko, Japan French Indo,
China, Belgian Cango, Nepal
and Burma. Of these countries *
again, China, Brazil and For-
mosa are the most outstanding,
China produced 1,37,000 tons
of jute in 1954; Brazil 25,000
tons in the same year and
Formosa- 10,893 tons in 1551.

Jute thrives best in damp
heat and the soil best suited to
jts growth is loam or  sandy
loam. Therefore, its commercial
cultivation in India is co~fined
to West Bengal, Bihar, Assam,
Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and Tri-

pura; In 1953-54 these States
were responsible for 24.7, 25.
3, 21. 5 4.2 3 and 1.3

per cent respectively of the all
India jute acreage. Jute culti-
vation was attempted also in
Boﬁ:bay, Andhra, Travancore
Cochin and  Manipur. Its
cultivation met with some suc-
cess in Bombay and Manipur,
but difficulties in  marketing
the fibre stood in the way of
the continuance of its cultiva-

tion. Jute cultivation of the
other States did not, however
meet with success.

There are two  cultivated
varieties of jute, Corchorus
Capsularis or white  jute and
Corchorous Ciltorious or tossa

jute. According to the market-
ing survey these two varicties
are cultivated in the proportion
of (75: 25).

Jute is ready for sale bet-
ween July and  September
depending upon the tract where
it is grown. (ij Time of har-
vesting, (2) Transport conditions,
(3) Growers. financial position
and (4) - Storage facilities ,'.{gt
growers houses' affect the com-
moncement and  progress of
jute sale. About two thirds of
the growers marketable surplus
are sold in West Beugal and
Assam by October, in Bihar by
November and in Orissa by
December.

The average cost per maund
of jute was about Rs. 25/

P. D. KHAITAN

Secretary, Bibar Jute Growers’ Association

varying between a little above.
Rs. 17/-at Bhandarak and Samsi
and as high a figure as Rs. 39/

was however the highest at
Barpeta Road and minimum at
the above two low cost cen-

at Barasat. The per acre imput tres.
Statement showing the area and yield.
Season Area Output Yield per acre.
1950-51 14,54000 acres  33,01000 bales 2,27 bales.
1956.57 18,83000 acres  42,21000 bales 2,24 bales

According to unofficial figures this year the output is expec-
rted to be 70 lakh bales (3 and balf core maunds) but the con-
sumption in India is omly of about 65 lakh bales i. e. five lakh

bales are surplus.

According to

statement showing area and

dyield production has decrcased while the acreage has increase at

the cost food.

The revised target of
production under

jute
the second

five year plan has been revised -

at 55.4 lakh bales with state-
wise breakup as below :

Assam .. 1,200 (Thousand
bales).
Bihar 1,160 (do)
Orissa 350 (do)
USPY . 110 (do)
West Ben- 2,650 (do)
gal.
Tripura .. 70 (do)
Total 5,540.

India is self-sufficient accor-
ding to  unofficial  estimates
though officially it is still not
self-sufficient. The  unofficial
claim can be proved by exami-
ning the despatches by boats,
rails and local purchase made
by factories.

Indebtedness' amongst  jute
growers was found to be wide-
spread about fifty per cent
of the growers interrogated
baving borrowed money. About
ninetysix per cent of the
credit was obtained from pro-
fessional or farmer money len.

ders’ and merchaats at high rates

per cent of the total borrow-
ing by cultivators.

The income of the average
agricultural family showed some
regional differences depending
largely upon the employment
opportupities outside the farm.
But the year to year variation
in the overall income was not
much significant except in one
or two years. This is not how-

ever, unexpected when the sour-

ces of ,carning remain very
limited. An average per capita
income around Rs. 18/ per

month only suggested a condi-
tion of .chronic poverty suffered
by the
and posign of mitigation was
the passage of

agricultural population
in sight with
years Again an analyies of the
structure of income revealed
that the existing uneconomic size
of holding bardly provides the
farmer with even half the income
necessary for meeting his family

. expenses.

of mterest. Co-opc,rauvc credxt Farm income _ according to
constitutes - only “about threc i source ’
e A - :

.ch T Jute.‘,:;'?Paddy Other crops Other farm Total.
products.

1948-49 191.13  260.50 101.60 192.00 745.31.

1956-57 122.79  229.71 292.49 697.95

Annual expenditure per farming family.

Year Cash Kind Total.

1948-49 831.90 60.2p.c- 549.19 39.8 p.c. 1380.19 100.0 p.c.

1956-67 951.57 6l.8p.c. $92.12 382 p.c. 1550.69 100.0 p.c.

Obviously given the necessary
resources all these could be
avoided but even the present

level of expenditure which is the
barest minimum for hiring labour
or for  subsistence doring

the growmg period of the crop, -
forced a good many farmers to
run into debt—sometimes  at
usurious rates of interest ranging
from 150 per cent to 300 per
cent.

A survey was carried out in
1951 at Nowgong in Assam
were the position was the wors
amongthe five centres. The findings
are briefly summarised below—

Loan Amt. Amt.to Security
period taken be repaid
as loan.
6 Rs. Principal Registe-
months 600/- pius 18 red sale
mds. , of of 2 acr-
“e . jute. . es of land.
4 Rs! Rs. 450/- Personal
months 320/- security.
5 Rs." Rs. 1200/- Registe-
months 600/- red sale
p of 2-2/3
acres of
land.
5 Rs. Rs. 800/ Handn-
months. 400/- ote for
Rs. 800/

There is a large body of gro-
wers who produce jute at a loss.
This is particularly true of the
share croppers who have to pay
heavily in rent ip kind.

The average profit from jute
being of the order of Rs. 60/-
per farm the jute grower is
hardly left with any
for  agricultural
after meeting his
commitments in cash expendi.
ture. The position does not
materially alter even if we con-
sider the farmer’s net income
from jute. The average cash
expenditure of a farmer’s family
is of the order of Rs. 800/
per :ear. The netincome from
jute, the major  cash crop of
the farmer, hardly meets even
a fifth of his cash requirement.

3 > iu e

The input. {0t " operational
cost per.\acre decreases and with
it the output as the farm size.
increases.  Evidently the big
cultivators do n~t exert themsel-
ves as much to increase farm
efficiency as the small ones do
not make a living out of their
tinoy holdings. Or ‘the resour-
ces of the former are not ade-
quate enough in proportion to
the farm size for making the
aecessary outlay.

surplus
improvement
other urgent

The Spark Press Private Ltd.,

Kadamkuan, Patna— 3,
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hlplng e. utegrowers s of th
State s*ﬂqes
stabdlsed:h onom

Mr, Sinha .regretted howev

Sudhansu at. a'Z Press Confer-
ence here on . November 3. to

parties were exploitmg the
,three lakh -families of jute-
‘growers ' of Bihar by ta;nng
advantage of the slump "'in ‘jute
pricesg: and" 'engmeenng a'‘mass
upheaval - against 'the Govern-
ment and the" Congress organl-
sation. . He said, . 4T do. not
know what - other- oppasition

the allegation n--rx'm.de‘-L byxMr. [

the = effect: " that opposltmn :

-M.ur"“ WYY

"‘-J.a-.,._. L

? lparties are doing in connection
ri | with the ‘jute crisis. ' But lf’/ i
& | MY partymen - have * taken 'up| .
* I'the just_ and _ legitimate . causel N5
ap |of 15 lakh = starving-- jute< wi
ngety | growers and are agitating fo pei
Tade | their -survival, it.will' be uns|,i.
! | charitable .«to.. dub : them as cia
Hov | political exploxter§ and - self { o
nd & seekers. Mr. Sudhansu's ‘state-|am
ange: | ment . seems ‘to” be po!iﬂéally tin
f th? | bias "—PTI s
ztuas
e 20 4502
DOEN s =l
4 Ub Go . .
argls iridi c1pa11ty
den'? e apr
H GIRIDIH, NOV. &.—Mr. Snyuu ing
'€ ™) sundar Bagarla’ (Congress) was 15
-horiti- | ejected Chatrman of the Giridih |
onwafS | Municipallty today ‘by defeating| T
and f3| his rival Mr. Prafulla Mitra, by mo
13 votes to 6.--P.T.L 2 sue
- - -
— Maoiciant @ s



e T oFe, T -'--"_boixr]
di‘%e}jare Minister.

#

“In ‘F“-—-s-u )
ﬂOOI‘ of th ppaarltm I
Tnes of_the"sgdv “lh‘ﬁcﬁ‘ “mer ?8?
54 months in London last year
| and ended in stalemate. s~

PRICE SUPPORT FOR
JUTE DEMANDED

;"',»Subsidy On Export

Goods Urged

From Qur Special Correspondent
PATNA Nov. 3—~Mr Lakshmi Narain Sudhanshu;

"‘at»a, Press conference here

-mvestxgate the “
Jute trade.

1.—

Union Government to set up a judicial ‘commission to
' scandalous ”

this evening, called on the

conditions existing dn the

Mr Sudhanshu
that ~the Centre's

demanded
policy re-
trade in jute should be
sulded by the Indian Central
ute Committee and he suggested
" ““thatits” governing body should
- meetsevery..three months - to exa-
"mme “periodical probiems.

j—le sstressed the value of jute
" to "1.5 million growers in North
+Bihar. He declared that steep fall
in prices of North Bihar jute had
- inflicted a loss of Rs 5 in the cur-
~ rent selling season on Bihar pea-
sants. All Opposition parties were
. trying to cash on the situation and
- bhe urged the Congress to stop the
(present distress selling of jute.
‘While growers could have their
‘produce stocked in co-operative
~ warehouses for short periods.
“workers who had received jute
"as wages in kind and who had
only a few seers to sell for their
¢ " daily subsistance were forced to
'~~~ eell ang lose heavily in the value
- - of their ‘wages.

He regretted that manufacturers
and middlemen had ben able to
create a buyers market at every
level, and he warned the indian
Jute Mills Association that the
X Jute industry would eventually
- collapse if they persisted in their

present policy He pointed out
that while jute prices were going

down the price or shares In jute
were going up Raw jute prices
had already come down 30 to 40%
In the lat six months," he said [
the Government curbed prices dur-
ing booms it could not refuse to
interfere . when selling prices be-
came uneconomic.

He did not think that an ad-
vance through co-operatives of
50% ot the price of jute stored
in Government warehouses would
be of any special advantage be-
cause 50 to 609, of this year's
yield had already been sold at
heavy loss.

He suggested an immediate ban
on import of inferior jute from
Pakistan. Indian banks to ad-
vance loans to cultivators after
Government had announced its
price support policy.

Mr P. D. Khaitan, member. In-
dian Centra! Jute Committee and
Secretary, Bihar Jute Growers As-
sociation. explained the intricacies
of the jute market and how these
were maniputated against {ndian
and Bihar growers much to the
country’'s disadvantage Mr Khai-
tan wanted an increase in the
working hours of jute mills to ab-
sorb any surplus jute and an ex-
port subsidy on finished <oads by
an internal production tax,




i manufacturers |
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ACK ON CEN TRAL
-3 UTE POLICY

NOV..
inqulre .into . the present

*Addressing: a, ress renfer-
that ‘the: quemment :should
at,once: announce price - support
pohcy as. relief. medstre to save
the 50 lakh - jute: growers ‘of
India of. which '15~1akh belongs
to Bihar.” He wanted ‘fixation’of

¢

fit over: the cost:of! production.
= giads

]u,fe‘“prlces inrthe“jute growing.
areas’ ‘of ! Bihar,: namely,~>Purnea..
Saharsa,’ Bhagalpore, > and Dar-
bhanga, ‘the Communists and’the

Socialists - and bther -Opposition

parties” were’ explontmg the
situation. Communists in-parti-

horses of - hatred = and revolt
against both the Congress and
the- Government,’ ‘heisaid.- -

In Bihar,: Mr.:Sudhansu said,
10 lakh acres of land were under
jute -cultivation® and 15 ‘lakh
people were employed in it. The
present jute policy. of the Union
Government  had . made only
and. .. certain
middiemen richer at the cost of
the growers. .He alleged that
vested. interests Jlike ‘Indian Jute
Mills Association influenced the
Union Govemment.’s jute policy.

-

This, he said ;was . evident from

the fact that while jute prices|

ence here this evining, he said’

_{ minimum ,price of jute .with’ at-‘
"|least. 20 per-. cent‘margin,o: pro-

v;;ntage’\of the /i gteat slump Zin’

cular had let loose’their “Trojan:

'ngh Power Judicial Body
Demanded For Inqulry

From Our Patna Office

2 Q—Immediate ban on import of Pakistani jute -
- and’ setting . up of a high-power - Judicial Commission to
“scandalous jute policy” ¥
dema.nded by Mr.. La.kshnﬁmain ‘Sudhansu, M.L.A., former - ¢
“ president | of B.P.C.C:: and the present President of Bihar
Jute Growers’ Associa.tlon. g 1

was.

were gomg -down prices of jute i
‘shares were going up. Duringi
the last six months jute prices |

had- dropped by about 30 to 40
per cent -and up to the present
time:poor growers lost nearly Rs.
5 crores.
the entire.jute crop:would be in

‘the hands of. the manufactures
"}and -the growers-would - be left |l
with; nothmg The:Bihar Govern- |3
‘ment’s plan-for:purchase of jute
by co-operatives: would- also not.
be’ helpful inasmuch 'as most cul- {|
tivators sold their jute in* dis- ||

tress. * He said'that ‘immediate
ban_on.import of Pakistani jute

would surely help rise the jute

prices.

Mr. P. D. Khaitan, Secrstary,
Bihar Jute Growers’ Association;
suggested that working hours. of
the jute mills should be in-
creased from 48 hours:to 54

hours a week to ensure greater|

production and Jonger employ-
ment for workers. He suggested
release of all looms held in.re-
serve by jute mills in pursuance

-of the directive from Indian Jute

Mills Association for production.
Increased production would lead

to lowering the prices benefiting |
the consumers and-it would en- |
with |

abla India to compete
Pakistan in export of jute goods
to foreign countries. _

By the next December, |
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oS tan, Secretary, Bihar Jute gro-

wers Association, and member,
gindian Central' Jute Committee

_Ele’a- For Immediate Price
* Support By State Govt ,

today expressed his concern
here over the recent slump in
the jute market and suzgested’
immediate action at ‘government
level for saving thr2e lakh fami
lies of Bihar jute growers from
rujn’. He said if. immediate pri-
ce support was not given by Go
veriiment, the  Poor growers
would be forced to sell their
Produce at a. price which wont
meet even half the cost of predu
ction.

Mr. Khaitan welcomed the
move of the State gaveinment
to open godowns in Purnpea dis-
trict to purchase iute from the
growers to stabilise prices. He
said Government machiaery,
however, was moving very
slowly and he doubted if it
could be geared into action he-
fore two months, Since the gz:o-
wers did not have the power in
hold on, the present mave of the
Government would be of little
help to them.

He suggested that the Govern
ment should advice the banks
to advance money liberally
against jute to prevent distress
sale and to give a guarantee
against loss, if any. He also sug-
gested that the Unioaz govern-
ment should themselves purcha
se low-grade Pakistani jute and
sell it to the manufacturers at
a reasonable price to prevent
the creatjon of a buyers market
in India by the maaufacturars.
The policy of the Goveranment
should be such as to stabilise
the price of jute at a sijgntly
higher level than the cest 21 Pro
duction, At preSent Purttea jute
was Selling in the villagas bet-~
ween Rs 13 to Rs 16 per maund
while the cost of production ac
cording to goverfment estimate
was Rs 21 bar 50 per maund.

For keeping up the rrice le-
vel in the internal market, Mr
Khaitan said, Government sho-
uld also impose a productien tax
on juie goods, The money thus
realised mjght be given gs ex-
Port subsidy to the manufacty-
TerS 10 enable them to compete
with Pakistani jute geods in the
foreisn market. —P.11, -
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Com,Bimal Kumar Banerjge,

General Secretary,

Katihar Jute Mills Workers' Union,
P.O0 ,DAHARIA, MILLS KATIHAR,

Bihar .

Dear Com.Baner jee,

Your letter of 23rd Sept. Thanks
for the report. We are pursuing the
matter with the Labour Minister.

2. We regret that at the moment it
is not possivle for us to give any
financial aid from the Centre.
Com.Dange has gone abroad,

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

hve

’-‘-F...--

3 e
(K.G.Sriwastava)
Secretary



June 9, 1958

Dear Com.Raj Bahadur,

The Jute Labour Union, Eluru, has
sought our help in the preparation of
their statement before an industrial
Trivunal set up to deal with the question
of bonus.

We have asked them to contact
vou at iyderabad in this respect.

We hope you will dc the needful.
With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

Unve

i
{K.G.5riwastava)
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Sri Se U “[fakm,

Mie flen! Depuiy Lavour 0.8 u%ﬂgﬁnﬁéter,
SJovornment of Dihap,Camp: e

Dated, Katlhsr,sthe 8th Sept'l957.
Banthle Siv,

The hepry presence of your houour hag openod

v
4

the avenue ror “hse jube worgers of Kutlhar to place thelr

Jorinds g grovansos hefors you. On ndohalf of the dJuv

™

vorkers, our Union Xavwiher Juts Hills workers Union, Regd.No
h28, nus beon placing these demands Lefo @ Lahour Department

v Lime back, Put in pluce of theilr

1+ilpent, the worksrs have been frommed upeon znd Labour

3

Nempobrant pas aluays oson bhes cellous regurding the fate

of Julo WOLMEVUSe

‘Meyrofore, re are btaking the op-obtunlbty to pl-
aee these Shmante on »anlf oF oue Unlon fov your oonsidera

tion arld we uarge upon yvou to sontitute a trihunal for givi-

ng judicions decisions sbout these danmands,

Thanlcing yeur hencuw,

Zenaral Sceretary.
Eatfhx- aunte Mills vorkors Unim

Repd, N o.b 28,


Regd.No

-

Demands of the Workers of R. B, Jube iills Private Ltd., *
KaTIHaR,

l. The Basig Pay of all the workmen be increa-
salby Rs.9/« per month from lst January 1956, with retros-

pective effost:=

é: ﬁéarness allowance of all the workmen be
inereased to Rs.hO/; per month and it should not be linked
with attendance.

3+ Bonus equal to threc months consolidated
wage be given to all workmen from 1953,

i, The Balance sheet of the company’ Ziven
to all the registered unions from the year 1952, and month;
ly production report of spinning and weaving department

be given regularly to all unions latest by &hl5th instant

of each month.

5 The great scale of workmen and mill;misttiét
Factory-mistrles, Work-shop Boiler and Enghine, Moulder =
shop who are monthly and weekly raboed be revised in the 11-
ght of Bengal Jﬁte Textile Award of 1956, It shovld Bbso be
do 1nconnexion Wiéh clerical staff of all o;tagories.

6. There should be gqual nember of hands in k4

both shifts mamre@ReR@iRE ocorresponding with equal nember
of Moohine and sueh hands should be decmed permanent, the

145t of which should be supplied to each Union.
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7« Tho management should run & school for free
education o the Children of employees immedlatly and

menacing Cormittee composed of thie representing of Unlons

and nanagewent be formced,
8¢ Bofore retrenching or dismissing or removing

any workmen in amy mannor any worker by the munagement they

conenlt. with the Unione before hends,andy list of

shovld
Ivht reagyr: of thelr removal in any manner

ek WO rkey

iven to the Unionsa
who was rotrenched,
gdiatelye

(]
N w i

be
9. The workor Jaimadding
was not pald gratuby which should be puld Imm

Youra failthfvlly,.

o) y
(hada

Ganeral Secretary,
Katlhar Jutoe iills Workers
Undon, Regd.No.haf,

(R

-J '-'.
Ot
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W" % The Secretery,
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) Y Govt. of Bxhgtj.[ Labour Dept, | Patns,
Ao N5 ,Through -

v v{\f&f\ \Pf”‘ . ﬁ@}%\ ' Th‘e Labour Officer, Parnea.

| (S‘;v‘, P RN S 6,J~P\ A
\()',p . of)?\y'&., Hg’gﬁb.ject —8laim petition under Seetion 33 (C) of the Industrial Disputes Act
At for recovery of duss under 3ectien 25 F. F, F, (1) of [. D, Act.

¢ \o"!\.\&.' _
‘y)): Sir, _
(‘jf I have to prefer claims under ‘ection 33 (J) of the I. D, Act for
> recovery of notice pay, retrenchmeat coupensation as provided nander Sec,
¥ 25F F F (1) of the I. D. Act and cther dues in respect of the workman

whose name and other relevant details ars given below,

1. Name—

2, Token No.—

Departmenfe

4. Name of Employers
(i) Seth Ratan Lall Chamaria
(i) 3eth Bachdbraj Chamaria
(ili) Shri Charanji Lal Chamaria.
(iv) Shei B. C, Dutta,

5. Monthly rates of Wages

6, Date of appointment

7. Date of termination of service

8. Amount of retrenchment Compensation
9. Amount of notice pay

10 Other dues,/ if any,
Total Rs,

Yours faityfully,

(eneral Secretar y,

J o ieeaetes craagbientes eusaresenanransnnnes s Btharise Shril, ... ...... e diemae o

veerevensr.General Secretary...'.-...........,....................

299900380 998 ¢ee 180 RS S8 S0

to represent my case befere the authorities concerned.

Signature of the workman.



Before the Presiding Officer, /
Industrial Tribunal, Bihar, Patna./////'

Refs No. 11 of 1958 ///
Katihar Jute Mills(P) Ltd.
Versus

Their workmen represented by Eatihar &ub_ Milks Wekens

Unraon Mesdar—Seagh, Katihar.

¥Written statement on behalf of workmen
aforesaid.

Most respectfully sheweth:-

1.

5.

4,

Se

That in the State of Biher, Purnea is the main
Jjute producing area and in the days of undivided
India, Purmea Jute successfully competed with Bengal

jutes in the local and worled markets.

That there are three Jjute factories in the State
of Bihsr, since pre-partition days, hamely, Katihar
Jute Mills(P) Ltd., Katihar; R.B.H.M.Jute Mills,
Katihar; and, Rameshwar Jute.Mills, Muktapur, in
the district of Darbhanga.

That the R.B.H.M.Jute Mills, and Muktapur Jute
Mills (P) Ltd., are running without any complain of
loss, whereas the Katihar Jute Mills(P) Ltd.(herein-
after mentioned as the factory, on more than one
occasions prior to this one, either closed the mill

completely or partially or laid-off the mw workmen or
regorted

/xeskaxg® to retrenchment on ome plea or another.

That the management of the factory unfortumately
belongs to that group of manggement who even in these
days look upon any organiged movement of labour with
disfavour and make all sorts of attempts to disrupt

and break the workers organization.

That in this factory the relation between

employees and employer remained very very unhappy



7.

9.

10.

1.

12.

15,

o

from the very beginning.

That the management in the beginning adopted the
tactics of phying one group of workmen against the
other and encouraged formation of rival unions. But,
after some time, the workmen saw through the game and
inspite of their belonging to different unions, they .
combined together and exerted strong pressure on the

management to ameliorate their lot.

!

That the manggement retaliated and in the year
1951 closed the factory om thespacious plea of non-

avallabllity of jute.

That the matter was referred to Industrial Tribu
presided over by Sri H.K.Chaudhuri, when the workmen
seized several cartloads of Jute sold and transported
to other places by the managemcnt, the factory changed
their plea and submicted before the Hon'ble Tribunal
that the closure was necessitated on account of
re-organization, repairs and re-alignment of plants

and machineries.

That the matter ended in a compromise and the

factory was re-sgtarted.

That after all the management succeeded in their
plan because the workmen had to remain contemt with th

existing conditions and withdrew their demands.

That since then, the factory went on running merr:
-ly till the workmen again became restless due to theis
miserable economic conditions and the management
immediately retaliated by a lay-off on the plea of
shortage of coal in the year 1954,

That in the year 1955, the Bengal Tribunal gave it:
award affecting all the jute factories of Bengal.

That the workmen of Katihar Jute Mills(P)Ltd.
demanded that the Bengal Award should be applied in



14.

16.

1?.

18.

19.

20.

21.

- -
in their cases too.

That after protracted negotiations and conciliatio:
the mutter was referred by theState Govermment of
Bihur to the Industrial Tribunal, Bihar, for adjudica-

-tion in the month of June,1958,

That the said matter is st 1l pending before the

Tribunal asg reference no.65 of 1958,

That the management submitted the written statement
on 23rd July,1958, on the said reference.

That witbin three days i.e. on 26th July,1958, the
management resorted to their old tactics and issued a
notice proposing closure of the mill. The notice is

Annexure'B' of the Government Notificstion.

That the reasons for closure as stated in the said
notification are not the resl ovnes. The real motive
be:ind this move for closure is tc once agiin coerce
the workmen by threat of starvation to submit 'to the

dictates of the manggement.

t
That 1n the balance sheet and profit and loss accoun

of the factory for the last seven yeurs begining from
the year 1951, be carefully scrutinised, it will be
found that the losses are no: real bubt paper ménipula-

~tions only.

That management althoug: submitted their memorandum
of Re.No.6 of 1958, on 23rd of July,1958, c¢losed
their gntes from 29th of July,1958, without obtaining
éggimission from the Tribunsal snd tims made a breach -
of Section 3% of the Industriszl Disputes Act in letter
and spirit. Hence, it is an act of illegality and

gross unjustifiability.

That when the Commissioner of Labour intervened in

the mavter and held conciliation meeting, the mansge-
-ment



23.

-

e

. management put forth the roliowing pre-~conditions of

running the factory 1= .

(a) Loan of Rs.2 lacs from the Workmen's Unicn.

(b) Supply of Jutes for six months on credit by
the Union. '

(c) Withdrawal of all demands perding before a
Tribunsal.

(d) Exx Psyment of half of the wages tu the workmen
for one yesr after re-opening.

(e) No demand to be made by the workmen for increase

of their wages etc. till 1960.
(£} Etc.etc.

That the above demands clearly indicated the real

motive behind closure.

(A) That the closure is malafide is further indicated
by the fact that the factory is in the habit of
selling out its loom=hours to other jute
factories snd have done so this year also,
rendering the workmen under-emprloyed in previous
years and completely unemployed this year. This
has been accepted by the management before such
a responsible officer of the Goverument of Bihar
as the Commissioper of Labour of Bihar, and the

District Magistrate, Purnea,

(B) That the malafide intention of the managoment
is further proved by the fact that when some
workmen went to take their settlement as notified

by the management, they refused to pay them.

That under the circumstances the clesure is illegsal,

unjustified and malafi@o end in roality it is an

illegal lockout resorted to as a measurs of highly

objectionable unfair labour practices.
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2@. That the Tribunal should order the msnagement not
to unemploy or layoff any workmen, to pay all their due
for all these days of forced idleness treating the

workaer to be always on duty.
25. That the action of the management in seeking the

termination of the services of the workmen without
giving of statutory notice as reguired by law was

illegal and the action taken 1is void.

26. That the mansgement lajid-~cff their workmen from
30th July,1958 to 5th “fugust,1958, without obtaining the
permission of the Trib.nal and without any authroity
under the Sganding Order as applicable :n the factory.

Thus, the actiocn is illegal and unjustified,

c?. That the petitioners are informed that the Finance
Corparation, in response to the application for loan
by the management, wanted certain particulars and
iniormations necessary for the comnsideration of the
applicat:on., But, the management did not supply them
and hence their gpplication could vot be considered by

the Corporation.

28, That the above circumstances clearly indicates that

non-availability of loan from the Finunce Corparation
was due to their own action and the petitioners submit
that the msnagement was never serious about their

a :Lli cation.

29. That on 23rd July,1958, a Conference wss held by
Sri 5.N.Pandsy, Labcur Commissioner, Bihar, in which
the District Magistra:ve, Purnea; 5.D.0,Eatihar,

Se retary, Rpartment of Industries, Bihar, were
present, besides Sri Bachra] Chamaria, Director, and
general memager of the head office, with his officers,
representing the msnagement, and Sri Sukdedb Narain

Sirsh, ¥,L,4, aprd others on bshalf of the Union.
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30. That in the said Conference, the Sovernment offere(
to the management all possible help they may require
for running the factory and specifically made, amongst
others, the following offer t-

(a) Loan of 3 lace from Finance Corporation
immediately.

(b) Supply of Jjute from Jute Co-operative for
8ix months on credit.

(e¢) Supply of coal on credit for six months by
D.M.

(d) Guarantee of 14 tons production by the workmen,
(e) Etc.etc,

3. That, in gpite of the above offer, the mapagement
did not agree and on the plea of consultation, they
went out of the Conference and did not Join the
same afterwards, and thus all attempts to re-start

the mill failed.

32. That the workmen reserves the right to amend,
alter or supplement this written statement 1f and

when found necessary.

For and on behalf of workmen
and
For and on behalf of Katiha:%«ﬁiT&ﬁé
¥agdur-S—ngh WovkKeds Union

¥

% e
( Bimal Kumsr Banerjee)
General Secretary.

Dated, Katihar, the 2nd Sept.1958.

Verification:

I, Bimal Kumar Banerjee, s/o M.R.Banerjee,deceased, of
Katihar, District Purnea, do heredby solemnly say and
affirm as followsi~

1. That I am the petitioner.
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2; That I have read the petition and understood
the same.

e That the facts stated in the above petition are
trus to my knowledge and informations derived
from various sources mentioned therein, except

those which are mere submissions.

Sigued at Katiharﬂ on 2nd Sept.1958.

QESLymxbﬁ KLLuAau/G%qu
signature: G anval Seewliny Kol har
%VJQ_ Mole Wonk s Wnvow
Po: ,Da.'\/\w:\ka Miws

Gy - O Ueranal <o
R L) mmﬂ
©) ﬁe@agwa-q&

Bitar <0t Grantes,
ML YWoa K ods. Ty Congpess .
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DESIGNATION;

ELURU West Godavary Dt.

A.Sarveswa row
The Secratary, .

All-Tndia Trade Union Fonzres
4-Asoka Road, New Delhi.

J.Seoretary

Enclosures :

No- Dated .04 =5.-6.8 ...
Dear Comrade,

The issue of Bonus for the workers for the

year 1956 has not been settled yet by the Management
inspite of our best efforts and hence the issue was
referred to the Industrial Tribunal, The Union has
to submit 1its Statement of Cliams to the 'Court
before 26th. of NMay 58 . We request the Court to
give us more time for filing the Statement. You

are requested to help us in drafting the Statement.,
All the particulars with regards to profits etcs of
the Management that we c¢an get, we use in the prepa-
ration of the Statement. You are requested to give
us some -genetal instructions that are useful ané
to be included in the Statement and a copy of an
Statement of Cliams_for Bonus filed by any Union that

you have on hand for eur guidance, at an early date
and oblige. :

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

W{&Hr



June 7, 1958

General Secretary,
Jute Labour Union,
ELURY, N.Godavadi Dt.

Dear Comrade,

Your letter of the 24th May,
e regret we could not reply earlier
gince the Working Committee was
neeting at Darjeeling, as you are
perhaps aware.

%c would advise you to contacs
Com.Raj Bahadur Gour, M.P,, Secretary,
AITUC, C/o Andhra FPTUC, who would
glve you the needed help stated in
your letter.

¥ith greetings,

Yours fraternally,
_/PX‘Q
CQN}&?: (X.G.3rigastava}
' Secretanr;
Com: (LGH Nal oweta. . crevary
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May 24, 1958

General Secretary,
Katihar Jute Mills Workers Union,
P .,O.DAHARIA MILLS, Katihar, Purnea

Dear Comrade,

Your letter of the 20th inst. Please write
to the following addresses for the informatlon
required by yout M: Jwde emeled

1. Com.Indrajit Gupta,
General Secretary, Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Union
249 Bowbazar Street, Calcutta-12

2. Com,8hanshyam Sinha,
Mazdoor Sabha,
12/1 Gwaltoli, Kanpur

3. Chittivalasa Labour Union
Tagarapuvala’ a, CHITTIVALASA, Vizag Dt., Andhra

For details on Match industry, please write to:

1. Com,.S.V,Parulekar, M,P,
Wimco Mazdoor Union, Apparao Chawl,
AMBARNATH, Thana Dt,

2. Prof., N,N.Banerjee,
Communist Party Office,
Civil Lines, BAREILLY, U.,P,

e have also received your letter to Cowr:.Dange.
He is not travelling by that route to Darjeeling
and hence no programme can be fixed on that basis.

With sreetings
’ Yours fraternally,
II.I.-'-""lll'j ;
(K.G.Sriwastava)
Secretary
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REPORT ON. UNITED CONVENTION AGAINST SATIONALISATION IN JUTE INDUSTRY

An eveni of utmost significance for the trade union movement in
Wost Bengal accurred on July éﬁth, when for the first time since 1947,
the jute workers' unions affiliated to &1l 4 trade union centres held
a joint meeting at the Muslim Institute Hall, Calcubta, on the issues

of Rationalisation and Wage-revision in the Jute industry.

After a gap of 10 years, there appeared together on the same
platform I.N.T.U.Cs loaders like Dr. Mrs. Maitrayee Bose (who presided)
and Sri Kali Mukherji, AITUC leaders Sri Bankim Mukherji end Sri Indrajit
Gupta, UTUC @eneral Secretary Sri Jatin Chakravarty, and Sri Bibhas Ghosh
of HeM.S8.(Sri Sibnath Bansrjese was a convanor of the meeting but unavoid-

ably abgent).

What brougnlthem together, especially the top-most state leaders
of the INTUC who had hitherto never agreed %o appear in public with the
others ? It was the compulsivd forceof evenis during precissly this last
dacade = an uninberrupted reford of merciless rationalisation offensivs
by the Indian Jute M 1lls Association (IJMA) resulting in reduction of +the
labour complement by about 75,000, arbitrary increase in workload, ret-
renchment by all sorts of unfair labour practices, and, during the last
year, deliberate mill closures which have so far affected 16 units emp-

loying about 25,000 workers.

Absence of strong organisation and of a united industry-wide movement
have enabled the jute monopolists to do practically as they please, with
‘the subservient connivancs of the State government. Even the INTUC leaders
are becoming completely disillusioned and have been doing some haartEgg;;:hing

since the 1957 General Elections when the Congreéé lost practically all the

Assembly seats in the jute mill centras.

After the 15th Indian Labour Conference, the West Bengal Government was
prevailed upon, at long lest, to appoint an Ad Hoc Committes (tripariite) on
3 . ]
Retionalisation in the jute industry. This Committes's discussions havae

proved more or less abortive due to the adament attitude of the IJUA. It was

the T.U.



the T.U, representatives on this Committee who, through their collective
experiance and mutual co-opsration, recently decided to issus a joint
press Statement and 1o convene a meeting of union organisers and leading

workers to chalk out a course of action,

The meating of the E6th July was attended by about 500 lsading cedrss
from the various unions and mills. The atmosphers was pervaded by a spirit
of great enthusiasm and expectancy, and all references by speakasrs to the
need for straengthening and developing this newly-laid basis of united action

were warmly applauded. .

After adopting 3 rasolutions (copie; attached) the meeting rasolved to
organige an agitational campaign throughout the jute belt by holding united

mestings in the various localities and issuing a central handbill,

This joint initiative hes created qﬁite a stir, not only in the trads
union movement, but in the local Press and businessg circless In view of the
forthcoming first meeting of the Industrial Committee on Jubte, gonvened by
the Government of India on August 1st & 2nd, the possibilities of a united

campaign by the workers are immense.



aid dow j,n 1 2
olved by the 15th Indi

any involuntary retrenchment,
through natural wastage. .

thad; ratlona.hsa.tlon ghould not involve
in the jutse Industry should be effacted

2e A jute mill before closing down shall give six weeka notice to0.the workers!

concernede Tha Stebe Government shall also be notified = 8 weeks in edvance
so that appropriate arrangements can be made for re-obsorptiom of displaced workar_a
through proper distribution of loom hours, etc.

Be In the event of closure of a jube mill =nd transfer of workers to bther
the amployers and the employees will adhere to the following principles

(a) Guaranmtee of continuity of service for e.ll pe manent workmen. _,-égg_; %
(b) Quarters at the dlaposal of the mills for the workmen and their femil:les,_ -

(¢) Feiling (b), and in the event of the new place of employment being. mon
then 3 miles by roed from the mill closing down, Rs. 5/- per month‘
for one year or Ras 50/~ 23 a lump sum shall be peid to tide over =

difficulty about houss accormodation. The distance for the p!rpoee h g
shall be counfed betwaen the mill gatese oo :

(d) Free transpert for the workmen, their families and personal belongings

(e) Tull payment on the dey of shifting which shall be trea:!;ed as a nomal«.
working day. M

(£) LlLoan from the Provident Fund account to those workmen who epply for it
so far as it is pcnmssn.ble under the provident fund Rules, =

4, In the event of any workman being unwilling to accept altemative employmexrt =
in & new mill involving loss of eamings, he shall be peid retrenchmmt eomp- .

sation and other duese ~ shfmded s
Se In the&vent of closures budlis who have quelified for compensatlon under e
_ provisions of the Industrial Disputes Act, shell receive compensatim or a.l
temative employment as abova.

6e Nothing in the above shall opereste to the prejudice of the rlghts of eitl'n
party under the lawe )

30"9‘58.




SIRIER B OTICR.
The Jute Labour Uaion, piurw has uibmnud & casxter
of desands as loag Leck's s £3«3+19066. But aimost au-o:
than have aoY boio conceded to thiy day. 7The repressutnotives
& the Toioa’ mo tho uenas0ats t'a nuaber Of tiues aad
representod ths views of (e workers. siatinriy the metter
was brought o tue notice of the Labour peparsamt nany bimes.
“pat’' 18'1s doplozable  thet neliles Llis nonigencit nOT
the 0overnment ook proper stops to'settie the satter.
alter @ Aapse of about & yeors since the above demmnds
were placed before the menageaart Lo eoniddessticn,
“the workers yen 4nto despair snd asd Do Other cltermtive
cxoept tor esort ¢ soms dlrect action &s tiey uwre finding
1t very difficuit t0 maintwin theirfaallies. 7he iuru
Jute Labour Union Exscutiw gommittee at' its aceting
on BU=4-1958 docided to condact paldot auong the workers
on tue issue *zhether €0 g on strika or note. 94 of
the workers, warking in tue uild perticipated 1. s he pallot
condicted seeretly 0a £9-3-88; j0st DaLOFe the uillegate
md 89.4'% of thoge that took part 1a-tue poidot voted
in favour of otike. As eadh, the mluia Juse Labour yaion
‘nad decided to Lasws this gtzike notfce. fThe Juto
Labour ynion gives notice hereby that i the foliowing
desands are not concaded within 19 days Lroa the date
of recelpyt of thds sotlco, tho workers wild 4o on stpixe
from sny day within Corty (40) dnys fzoutho teve of
receipt of tais notige, et A i¢ =
pensndg. |
‘L. 70 grant bonus to tho vorkers of gri grisina Jute
R11ds Ltd, BlUIG Bt the rate of D montud pesk Wages
pexr yoar Lop tho year 2957, :

2. 70 provide equadl pay £or egual worx.



.

L ]

3.

6.

7

e

S

10,

2.

70 incroase the productiocn Bonus 6o U=B«0 per JU0U
yaxds. = VAN )
70 4ntyoduce gratuity scuswe for the bDenefit of e
workers. i !
To endénce RKight pord ailowance to O«4«0 per day to
the regular it porl workers, end O=o»0 pexr dany
to_rotasionary nAght 'ppx.t workers.

10 declere Divall, say Doy bamsan, aud Christaas
ala0 a3 holidays withwages Losides the yestived

and Eetloaal iolldanys tast are belng obgarved uow.
o grant AV days previdoge Juave fn a ddition to tne
Jeave alloued a8 par e 7actories Act.

?0 maintais L he labour coamploudit OF the il
cateusozynise at JH=3+58 level,

T9 dncrease the wa, 98 oft ho worniers inthe worksuop
to ba in leveld witu those pala O the corsgspouding
workars . in the chittivalaze-Factoiy agad %o provide
Wwo palra o Aresacs to tho worksaop stalfl,

T0 provide fans in the ress room cantess and to
provide Ysudu papers in the zending rosa,

T0 provide proper Lousing accomodation W the wWoikers
aid % mesuanile pay & laterim woatbly hiusing
ellowance 0f L3 4= por workor $5 Luose tasl draw

L3 30/= per meusou, 53 LU/~ Cor tuosa bhat Jdraw

08 dU0/» pex wgadess ad LU ruzecs Lo Luose tast

Araw Los3 t.an A3 400/« por meguca,

76 Lgrensa the rates of tus Joleswming coatract
coglics a9 glvea baldue

(8) To increade the xte Lor welgning and piding of
tales intne godown Lro® Eag d=Und 0 {8 &=4=0 per

100 bales,

(») For weighing sndstoring toe ip@ml Jute ib tae
godomn fyom is l=18-0 tO R8 S=2-0 per 100 maunds,



Qe ok A

(¢) ror weigning end banding over the Jute from g0dom
to Batcnmg depgaztusnt £roa ke 3/~ to iis c-.u.-o
- per 100 mundn.

12, while taking new workors into the £actory, the
present préotzeﬁ-has been unt O pay shem any

——Hages “for-gie—Lirat-Lour-weess, this 1s nov proper.
The period of epprentice saciid be as short as
possille azd dx dng zmuwm 2 new wurkers
saould bo paid at'lsast the doasraness sllosance and
imnecdiataly s £ter tna:'-‘-’pe:is"&' tbéy saculd be paid
the basiec uaa and Qeamcas allowgace.

1. AL we t.ima ot awsthx: new RODRGX 3, tue NOrKers
coamittes should be goasubted a3 $o hom wany gersons
are to be gdalited intorwiici d gpartaent,

4. Toewagss snd Dearneds ,\Lloiénce hAave besa Loa |

"'dn vLlE PACtOTY &Rd tRerDeuIness jiliesnce s uOG
" gorrespoading o tas rise 'in tho cost of living.
nence the tasic wage suomld ve {ixcd at pe i/= por head
Por day with ocwwrespsading dncrease luihio contract
T&LES aud o granit vegrness slithance Gt e rate at
awiico 1t 18 psid &l chitiivudase.
The Uulon Sace More sxplresses iLs coucern wil e way
in. wiich tiess douands were Legltetod and sequcbts e
mmna gesent aud e governwait e seltde tie walivcs witvadn
40 days of the receipt of this aoWide snd avart hs
strika. If Wulis'la Not coapdlod hill, the vworkurs caanst bo
biswad for tus strlie that tekes ‘ﬁaca. |
e »’ aocuux'.va

me Jute Lobour pnicn,
Rluru, ﬁ?ﬁdo NO.' J.O&zl BRI U,

dated S «5-38,
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