
NO.2/239/63-I&E
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT.

From

Shri R.L*Mehta, 
Joint Secretary to the Government of India*

To

The Secretary, 
iHdtaxxRa
All Iddia Trade Union Congress, 
Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi *

Dated New Delhi, the

Subject:- Lockout of the Rolling Mills, 
Pondichery.

Dear Sir,

I am directed to refer to your 
letter dated May 28,1963 on the above subject 
and to say that the Government of Pondichery 
with which the matter was taken up have intimated 
that the Pondichery RxkkMkg Rolling Mills which 
had stopped working due to power cut started 
normal functioning since July 8,1963®

Yours faithfully,

for Joint Secretary*



True Cppy

No.2/239/63-I&E
Govt, of India

Ministry of Labour & Employment

From

Shri R^ .Mehta,
Joint Secretary to the ^ovt. of India.*

To

The Secretary, AITUC, Mew Delhi.

New ^elhi , dat*»d the 3 ^ept. 63.

Sub:- Lockout of the Rolling Mills, Pondicherry.

Dear Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter dated May 2$, 19^3 
on the above subject and to say that the ^Ovemm°nt of Pondicherry 
with which the matter was taken up have intimated that the Pondicherry Roll
ing Mills which had stopped working due to power cut started nxormal ♦ 
functioning since July 8, 1963.

Yours faithfully, 

Sd/-

for Joint Secretary.



V

W 22, !%3

T°» T TThe ^oint Secretary to the Gov mmant of -‘ndia, 
Mnistry of Labour 'nd Employment, 
I & E Division,

Subjectfa- ^PfiK oat. ?f ttw .'SAUm :4U«»

Derr Sir,

We are enclosing herewith a cojy of represent' tion 

dated the 24th Hay 1963 from Pondicherry I oiling ill 

Labour Union.

This lock out is against the Code of discipline 

and the Industrial Truce evolution. Will you pie so 

intervene and rest rt the ' ill.

Yours faithfully,

Encl:- one as above

(K *G Srivastava) 
Secretary.

Copy to the Union, for information.



u ■ : 
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‘ "Pondicherry Rolling Mill Labour Union
/ ■ (A. I. T. U. C.)

7, Veilala Street, P 0 N D Ft H E R R Y.

Su u Loa&jout of tM Poll in* Will«.

a leh tn rlnsr to your notice the sudden lockout declared 
by the Wenar^g’jnt of >ndlcherry fteel Pollin’ Wille fms 2Lnd Instant 
by putting *p on th*? notice X> rd on List venin^. This was done by 
the liana eoant without previously discussing with th* Trade tfnlon 
the Grille that overtaken the.' ill forcing the lnc?^*ut a^d without 
givin ’ suffloient notion d*nt know whether our erfiea was 
eoru minted v* th th- f ©• s of the situation of the ill n caae it ting 
tVs? Inck-o t. r9 f > 1 for the fnlln^ln• re*’ one that thia lock-nut 
1* illegal and the Gert suet de Irra it as such.

It If nested in tv > nr* 1c U' on ‘he * rd ‘‘ "^e •'
ar* eonpletaly run rut of rrv material the *111* will remain closed 
fmr tomrrow £2.r.6£ to until farther notice*.

Firstly, it m t toe eseeuiM wh t-er t ran ths look-out 
la genuine a rd bona fide. Tt h ««id that there la a rhoftf?!! in 
the supply of billet from the hl ri. If ‘hie la true, t>e nvt suet 
cos to the rescue of th • industry >y taking s^seuree to procure ^nou h 
supply of raw materials and erve the Industry end the la our en^loyed 
trim t^o crisis of unemloymnt. ‘e urge the ^tate i~vt tn Vk« 
urgent stere in th* setter.

Secondly, • e wish tn stste here V*t th* sana^esant of this ^ili 
1* actuated wi jy ch ' desire to a*<«a rmflt oy hnr ? crook t --n 
runnin th Industry in ? reaennrble way wltMn th» ounde of lav 
e^rvin- nt^ Ita Own lnt *r at ard th’t of the la our.

As far as w- know thia 111 ne*d nt ^eve to core across this 
crisis, had Ihsy utilised the billets sup Hod by hllf l Judiciously 
# nd rlnrrdla ly tn he neede of thl* in? try. ' h* ve Knol^- nf 
the fnct th-t a^n>t 1JJ tons of Hieta trrronorted from the 
"111 ndOM- r-oth r f ctory in v dr a six wont’a ;ack- r Ite 
oa*!ule for m nttractlv^ rice. Wed the s^nr-as^nt not re^^rted tn 

thia dealin vt thio crlslr soul ' hev* ;een averted. It i* eesnnti*l 
th- t in th* inter at of run ins? this Industry nd of labour, the Tnvt 
•o into the cueetlen r nd put an end n corrupt pr ctices.

"ven ads’ttlr g th? t there is short supply nf illatr, the 
vanarertnt cin run the vm utilisin’ the si»e«rnlln lyln t present 
In the sills to the ext nt e 10 rng. Those n 1 1 slao»n
•wr >e re-rolled eg loying thereby the *ull oespl »ment of labour for 
another SO dpy«» Bstt *e er- eni th^t the t Intend c s
off thl* m terl’l to erne other Ind strleF outside rnd rlriady t consign-



Pondicherry Rolling Mill Labour Union
(A. I. T. U. C.)

7, Vellala Street, PONDICHERRY.

aent han ”On j oat. Thia 
aa*t be *eked to run the 
iTellable.

oust bo «*nn ed forthwl th ne he m-n r^mont 
’Mil lrr>• » r <?ith the ales-ron®

hlrdly, we ur on ' at the aanegea^nt ehall be rar de to nay 
Iry-^ff enrat* to rll nrWr fro® 22M inatant until such 
tian re they are ful y era loyed,

'» revest you to t&ke urgent steps t-mu h the effe tlva 
int rventlnn of the Oowt.

1. t* rncira billets to the VH1 at the e rllest

£• to f^r ?' the wan ^e»*nt atop the e lll^ of al^erolls and 
to utilise them for runnln • the Mil *•

v. to pay lay-off com^ne' ti^n till such time the Irbo :r la 
fully era:In sd.

larnoatly pre inr for your early rot’on,

Yr re f it fully,

Co 1?B to:

1. The Chief O&oml^sinnert Frndicherry.
2. Tho ^&nap‘er> "ondioherry ntsel Rollins ’ ill/ , nn tcherry
3. The **0®$ ?*lnlrter, Hnvt of Indie Mnw belbl.
4. *«I»T.U.Ce . 9



June 20, 1963

Dear Com. Cubbish,

Further to our letter of June 14th, I had 
a talk with Shri Nandaji on 18th June. He seems to be 
convinced with our stand and is awaiting report 
from his officers. We will follow it on.

.With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

(K Jx .Sriwastava) 
Secretary.

To,
Com. V.Subbiah, 
General Secy.
7, Veilala Street, 
Pondicherry.



5, Jhandewalan, 
X XXXXXXXXX•**

June 14, 1963.

Dear ^omrade Subbiah,

Yesterday I had written to the GOT on 

receipt of your telegram md letter. To day 

I htave again written, and copy of the letter to 

Nandaji is enclosed.

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

( Satish Loomba) 
Secretary.

Encl: one letter.



MTUC Phone: 106

TRADE UNION COUNCIL
(Affiliated with the A I T U C)

(PONDICHERRY ST A TE)

*t’. ^tibbiah
General Secretary:

President.-

Sri Srivastava
Secretary,
A.I.T.U.C. , 
Delhi.

7, Veilala Street, 
PONDICHERRY,

8 — 6—19 63

Dear Com. K.G-.,

I believe you would have received my previous letters and 
telegram sent to you on 7th Inst.

In two textile Mills, Rodler and Bharathi Mills, the piecers 
in the spinning departments made up their mind to operate on the 
exact workload stipulated by the Textile Award dated 24th Nov. 1955 
which is still in vogue here and refused to attend on additional 
workload which was gradually and sufreptituously imposed on the 
labour through unfair methods. The management refused to allow 
the piecers to work on the workload stipulated under Textile 
Award and atopped the spinning frames on 6th June 1963. Besides, 
the Rodler management also closed down other departments and laid 
off about 3500 workers in the mill. The management further 
suspended tty*x elected delegates of our Union comrade^Bakthan and 
Krishnan on the trumped-up charges that they fomented the strike.

The Rodler Management branded the refusal of the piecers 
to operate higher workload as an illegal strike and virtually locked- 
out the Mill without officially declaring it as such. Thf^ situa
tion still continues, throwing out of work In the totals workers 
in Rodler Mills, and partially in the Bharathi Mills. A

I sought an interview with the Chief Secretary yesterday, 
7-6-63>evening when the I.G. of police and under-Secretary for 
Labour were present during the discussion which went on for more 
than two hours^ I have pointed out in the Course of the discussion 
i hxvK xsixfcxd RMt in as how the G-ovt. failed to
bring the management to task for the deliberate and consistent 
violation of the Textile Award and the provisions of the All- 
Indie Textile wage Board recommendation as regards the moderni- 
sationkn the mill. Besides, I drew their attention as h^w the 
Labour Inspector’s office acted in ihRxa most ineffective way 
and allowed issues to go inhe^ault without timely intxrconcilla- 
tion and settlement for several months. At the end, I made the 
follwolng proposals in that conference •

1. To appoint an Arbitrator l.e. one-man Ad Roc Tribunal, 
one who has some knowledge of the Textile problems.

This Arbitrator can take up the workload and wage issue 
of three textile Mills in Pondicherry as a common issue in the



Secondly, immediately after the Chinese aggression broke out in 
October 1962, the Trade Union Council wrote to the Chief Commi
ssioner as also to the Councillor to Government of Pondicherry 
that a tripartite conference of Mill employers, Trade ^nion re
presentatives and Government should be called to conclude an 
Industrial Truce in view of the ^mernency and that pending 
issues should be disposed of. But this proposal was not taken up 
by the Govern ent. In the circumstances, if the Government now 
choose to lay the blame on the Trade Union, it is obvious that 
they are not justified.

X



June 14, 1963.

My dear Shri Manda,

I sm enclosing copy of letter which we hnvo received 
from Coi.^ V. SubbLh, President, Trade Union Council, ondidierry

e you will see from this letter, the situ ion in the 
Textile Mills there has become very serious and merits your 
person al and immedi to intervention.

May 1 request you to please tk treat this m ttor as 
most urgent :4id issue the necessary instructions • I would 
also suggest that if you could find it conveneient to meet a 
representation of the AUUC at Delhi it would help In the 
matter.

Awaiting an x.^wdiate reply,

Yours sincerely,

( Satish Looaba)

'Hcl: as Above.

Copy to General Secretary, Trade Union Council, 
Ponde cherry.
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DESPITE PROLONGED RjRLoafu ■ HONS AGAINST ARBITRARY INCREASE 

WORKLOAD TEXTILE LILLS PONDICHERRY NO AgTICN 1MEN STOP RODILUR 
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TRADE UNION COUNCIL.
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light of the Agreement dated 26th December 1962 concluded between 
the South India Mill owners Association end Trade Union in the 
Madras State.

2. To expedite the conciliation and final adjudication on 
all pending issues.

3. The old spinning piecers will work only the workload 
stipulated under the Textile Award of 1955.

4. To cancel the suspension of the two elected delegates 
of Rodier Muis.

The Chief Secretary contended that the refusal of the piecers 
to work on higher workload in practice would tantamount to 8 strike 
and that this was an illegal strike under conditions emergency. 
I refuted this argument on the aoove grounds and circumstances in 
which this situation has developed for which the Mill managements 
alone are responsible. Secondly, Immediately after the Chinese 
aggression broke out in October 1962, the Trade Union Council 
wrote ths to the Chief Commissioner as also to the Councillor 
to Govt, of Pondicherry that a Tripartite conference of Mill 
employers. Trade Union representatives and Govt, should be called 
to conclude an Industrial Truce in view of the Emergency and that*, 

xding issues should be disposed of. But this uoposal was not 
tken up by the Govt. In the cirsumstencex, if the Govt, now 

choose to lay the blame on the Trade Union, it is obvious that 
they are not Justified.

Please treat this matter very urgent and meet Srl. Nanadaji 
or anyone at ttvt level/and exolain to him the entire condition 
here and the present developments. Please write to me as to the 
action taken from your side.

Greetings,

Yours fraternally,
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