Prague, 21st June, 1966

Dear Comrade Achutan,

I could not write you earlier as Thave
just returned from India Thad to go to Italy to attend the con-
ference of the Italian Railwaymen.

I have just gone through the news item
in IPA concerning my visit in India. Yax have shown really
the importance of my visit and the trade union task carried
out by me tle re. Cur Secretariat has seen the newws and is very
satisfied., I would like to thank you for it, You must be experienc-
ing very much heat in Dehli these days.In Italy 1 stayed in town
Verone where the conference was held, the famous town of Romeo
and Juliete. Inspite of our busy " revoluxtionary " trade union
programme, Italian comrades arranged our visits to all these
places concerning Romeo and Juliete. liost of us enjoyed these
excursions without exception. So in spite of our .trade union
work I enjoyed this trip very much.

I am enclosing the copy of our Press
Communique and also the copy of the letter addressed to the
affilliated organisations requesting to express solidarity with
the British seamen who are on strike.

Just now I have seen'®The Times of India"
a news concerning ITF s solidarity with the British seamen.
In view of this, it would be good if you, please, seee that these
materials could be published in "Patriot", "Trade Union Record",
"IPA" and other journals as you decide. I would like to request
you to edit these two enclosed documents as a good news, fit to
be publigshed. Also, please, try to send to "tThe Times of India"

for publication,

How are your children, my love to "Ganda
Munnas", my regards to your wife, my greetings to you.

Yes, you forgot to show me the news-clipping
from the "Patriot" which you had written.
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Dear Friends,

As you undoubtedly know, t.e British seamen on May 16,1966

becan a strike of long durstion to obtain satisfaction of their
demandg

1/ & 40-hour week iasteed of a SC-hour week;

2/ & specisl rate to be ar;lied for sup.lementery hours
representing a 7% increase in wages approxzimetely.

A coumission of enquire was established by the governmeat,
but the sesmen have still obtailned no sstisfaction.

and on May 23, 1906, the British government proclaimed a
stete of cmergency in Great Britein, but the British sesmen
maiiitained their positions,

Our Transport, Fort snd Fishery workers TUI, in a tele-
gremme sent on May 17, 19C€ to the Wational British Seamen’s
Uniow, expressed its full support and its entire soliderity with
the Jjust struggle of the British scamen.

Today, we learn that the Nsticual Union of British Seamen
has lauached an 2 pesl to all dockers snd esmen of the worlad
asking tiaem to boycott all ships carrying the British flag.

We are taerefore addressing you, asking you to exrress your
active solidarity with the British scamen who have been on strike
for 24 days, and to refuse to load and unlead British ships
docking in your ports.



May we ask you to be so kind as to inform our Secrecteriat
of the measures you iutend to undertake in this respect.

With fraternal greetings,

Satish Chatterjee

f- ¢ H.}
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The Secretarist of the Trade Unioms International of Transvort
Fort and i'ishery Workers has followed attentively the long strike
of the British sesmen which begen on May 16, 1966. The National
British Seamen’s Union declared this strike because the employers,
with the suprort of the british govermment, did not take action
with regard to their just demends:

1/ a 40-hour weck iustead of the present 56-hour week;
2/ a special over-time rete for sup, lementar: hours, amount-

ing to an increase in wages of a proximately 7.

The ship-owners have rejected these demends, proposin- only
tc latroduce the 40-hour week prosressively over a period of three
. - . . A D . » -
yeers acd in this way to limit this year s increase in wages to 3%,

On May 17, 1966, our Union sent the Hational British .ezmen’s
Union & telegram of golidarity, the text of which is as follows:

I§ NAMD 14 MILLION TEANSFPORT WCRKER: OUR TUI of TRANSPORT,

FORT 44D FIBH.ORY wOLLELS EXPRESSIC ITS ELT1 D 30LIDE AITY
WILh oRIVISH _inbEN'S JUsy JTLUGGLD £C ACHIDVE Si ILF: CRION OF
TulTio DEMaLDS - SATISH CRATTCRJCE GELERAL SZCRETARY

A commission of enquiry was established by the government,
chargea with studying the situation of the British seamen, but it
preoduced nc results.

And on May 23, the British government proclaimed a stete of
emergency in CGreat Britain, but the British seemgn firply main-
teinced their positious.

Today we have legrned that the Nationel Britich Seamen s
Union lauached an appeal yesterdsy, June 7, 190€, to &1l seemen
and dockers of the entire world tc boycot. all ships in their
ports carrying the British flag.

Ve reaffirm our entire support of the just struggle of the
Britich seamen and call on all cur member or.aznisations to ex-
press their active soliderity with their brothers in Grest Britain
on strike for the last 24 days, and to refuse to load and un-
load DBritish ships docking in their ports.
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Cur support is not an act of formal solidarity. Actuelly,
the British seamen’s struggle is e struggle against the policy
of wege-freezing beia applied by all cepitalist employers and
governments. All the workers of the world are struggling sgainst
this policy. It is for this rcason tast we are su; orting the
British seamen’s struggle and we are convinced that their success
will represent a great contribution to the strug le of all workers,

Secreteriat of the Trade Unions International

cf Transport, Port, and Fishery Workers

Satish Cha‘l,tcr‘je% ’1' ‘(’f‘
f A
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Prague, 24th July, 1966

Dear Comrade Achutan,

I have received your letter dated June,
29th.

I agree with your opinion concerning the pre-
paration for a visit of an international trade union leader in
our country. It should be well prepared in advance. However,
this unfortunate experience of Comrade Zavagnin®s mission to
India would be certainly a lesson to all of use.

I had a talk with Comrade Zavagnin Jjust few @z
days ago. He is now mare or less satisfied after receiving
letters of Comrades Ellias and Satish Loomba.

When I am to expect your non-official
letter?

My greetings to you.

Yours fraternally,
[ o~
|| ; !f- >4 ‘
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s
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24 Sep 1966

Dear Comrade Satish,

Thank you for your letter and the cables. We are sorry
to hear about the sudden illness of your wife and the fact
that she has to have prolonged rast and treztwment., Hope she
i8 hetter now.

Expecting you here, I had made all arrangements for
your stay. Anyway, we hope you would be able to come here
soon.

Now, with regard to the Road Transport Federation Confe-
rence, the Hyderabad union which had gone well X ahead with
reception arrangements is now in the midst of a Statewids
all-TU (AITUC, HMS, HNP, Central & State Govi emp. orgs.,
banks & insurance federation, etc.) agitation and hence
has declined to hold the Conference in October or November.
Aftexr November, the election tempo will be the dominant feature
and it will be difficult to hold any conferences. So it
seems that the Conference will h=ve to be postponed to
sarly next year, aftexr the general electioms.

We had thought here to hold the Port and Dock as well
a8 Road Transport Conferences on dates nearabout and also
explore possibilitles of having an All-Transport Conference
drawing in unions of rallways, aviation, etc. Now this progromme
has to be held over,

The Port & Dock Federation is holding its session in

Madras on 29 &30th Oct., But 1t seems these dates may be advanced
since a general hearing of the Port & Dock Wage Board has been
fixed at KNadras from October 11 to 14 and all the leading union
activista would be required to come to Madras earlier. They
might therefore hold the conference on Oct.l15-16 or so.
Possibly the dates would not suit you. Anyway they will be
sending you a cable when the fingkal dates are fixed. It is
difficult for them to shift the conference to November since
Parliament session begins f£flom November 1.

So, that is how it stands about the conferences. Com.Robi
Ghogh had given your message. The fluid situation here must be
making it quite complicated for you to fix your programmes.

But then you know how complicated the situation is or can be,
at this end.

Awaiting to hear from you,

Viith greetings,
Yours frate nally,

(¥.Atchuthan)



3 October 1966

Com.Satish Chatterjee,
Generesl Secretary,
Trenspert TUI,

°rague.

Dear Comrade Satieh,

Since writing to you last, I hope by now you have reccived
the cable from the Waterfront Federation about the dates of
their confercnce, l.e., 29th and 30th October 1966, ¥We have
received your cable stating that it would be possible for you
to reach Madras on 29th 1tself.

The Wage Board meeting at MNadras which had garlier
COMyp.t.oged fixetion of the final datss of the conferance has
since been ....g11ed., Therefore, the dates of the conference
are firm and therercw.., smmii please do not make any change
in programme as might have occurred to you after getting
my previous letter.

The Road Transport Conference, however, has to be
postponed since the Andhra Pradesh comrades are enaged in
a busy agitational prorramme, on the basis of a2 united platform
of action about which I had written to you earlier. The
conference could therefore be held only early next year,

However, we consider that your presence in the Waterfront
Conference is highly essential. You must have been seeing reports
on the developments in this sector and organisationally and
otherwise, our Federation has been able to make very siznifi-
cant prozress slnce 1ts last conference. I understand that
Com.G.H.Kale has agreed to attend the conference =2nd other
welcome developments are also possible.

We hope that you will arr-nge your prozramme in such
a way that it will be possible for you to spend some time
at Delhi for discussions with us.

Com.Dange has been admi'ted to a Rursing Home at Poona
where he will spend some 15 or 20 days. He was having a very
hectic tour programme recently and badly requires rest and
recoupment after the heavy strain involved. He was to come to
Prague but had to cancel it for this reason.

wx¥ Com.R.P.Ranga Rao and Baba Kartar Singh are now in
the AUCCTU School in Moscow. Vhen you happen to pass through
Moscow, I hope you will look them up.

Hope Mrs Chatterjee has by now fully recovered and that
Bharti is okay.

Awaiting your reply,
With rreetings, :
Yours fraternslly,

(1. Atchuthan)__ i

P.S.There has been nomx news from Panikkar, Did you have
occasion to meet him recently?
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19th aaasion of the Administrative Committee of
Trade Unlon International of Tramsport, Port & Fishexy VWorkers

Debkumar Ganguli, Seeretary,
Port, Poek and Waterfront Worker:
Pederation of India

The 19th Session of the Adninistrative Committee of the Trade E
International of Transport, Port & Pishery Worlers (X TUL) held
at PRAGUE the capital of Czechoslovakia on 24-~26 May 1967,
discussed and reviewed the problems and a8 well as the reeent
struggles of the Port, RKailways, Aviation and other transport
workers in the various countries of the world,

UHITY AND STRUGGLES

In its review the Administrative Committee (A.C.) took into
account the successes reached regarding unity in ceourse of last
year and has stressed the faect that 1t could have been achieved

thanks to the activities of the T.U.l. and ite affillated organi-

gsations and also due to the new conditions created by the politieal
and economical situation of the different countries which have of
courge influenced the actlivities end trade union relations.

The L.C. took note of certain phenomsnon relatively new of the
present time, such as the economic integration of large zones

and internationalisation of capitale, which has made more clear
th® objectives. pcesed by the capitalism in consequences which
arise for the workere who are more and more consciocus of their
task. They put more and more clearly the demande aiming not only
to maintain their positione but alsc to conquexr new ones of the
capital, in order to beccme a etlll stronger decisive force not
only #x inside the enterprise but also in the whole society.

Under the c¢ircumstances, the A.C. observed, the workers
concerned pay no heed to the anti-unity propoganda who feel on the
contrary the necessity to overcome all politiesl ideological
frontiers and to unite themselves in common front in order to be
able %o oppose the capital on the same level and with stromnger
force,

Such strong will and necessity for unity goes ahead on the

national, regional and international level and it promotes meny
organisations of Rkm# different affilliations to meet each other
in order to discumss and struggle unitedly for common objeciives.
The two most aignificant incidents of the last year, (i)

at the conference of the IFIIBY I.L.0. in November last
where T.U.,I1, and 1.T7.F., delegates registered a convergence
of votes amd (11) participation of I.T.F. Hailway unions
with T,UJd'% 1in the Budapest Seminar, are confirmation of the
progress aschieved ir upity between the organisations affiliated
to ITF and TUI. The A.C. has noted that such developnents in
favour of unity was possible due to patient work for unity done
by the TUI =and its affilictes and due to the new faet that there
are workers in the ITF who lead struggle for unity.

The A.,C. has welcomed the united struggle led Jjointly by the
_ Transport workers, sffiliated to the trade unions of different
. v
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jointly in several countries and the ever increesing internztional
contacts established during lest year, '

The identity of viewa snd the relations whieh are develop-
ing between trade unions of countries from Western rurope of
differmen?t affiliations and the still increesing contacts between
the organlasations affiliated to ITF and the trade unions of the
Socialist countries, the new voices speaking in the sense of
approach arise among the unions belonging to the CISL and CISC and
even inside the AFL-UIO, despite anti~unity orientation expressed
by the direetion of these Central whieh demands to reinforce
TUI's efforts in favour of the unity of the workers,

The A.C. appreciated that the trade unions of the Sociaplist
countries mainly have intensificd and are stlll enlarging their
relations with the trade unione cf all affiligtions all over the m:
world but, the A,C. observed, bilateral contacts between the
trade unions play a role still bigger end have to comtribute to
open the perspectives for the reaclisation of normal relations
between the trade unions of CISL and those of WFTU of the capitalist
countrics. The experiences gained show that the bilateral contuects,
the meetings organised with the aim of discussing speeifiec demands
in the branches permit not only to overcome the divergenecies and
to ereate the unity in order to put forward particular denmands,
but also to crecte in the same time the most appropriate condi-
tions in an effort toc achleve the meet edvanced general socisal
alns,

In the given circumstances, therefeors, the A.C. felt, if
initiative for a struggle on the demands such as (i) inerease in
palaries (ii) reduction of working hours (iii) negotiation on all
aspects of work (iv) defence and enlarging of democratic and
trade wunion rights ete, nay achievs broad-based unity and for
whiek the TUI and its affiliates nust take immediate and positive
gtepe. The Uemeral Secrstary i1in his report before the 19th
seasion of the A.C. of the TUI summed up the tecks as followas:

" We have before us new prospects for developing our mctivities
and enlarging our contacts in order to seek the necessary unity
1or the cowmmon objectives of wll workers,."

Development of the technical progress ras to becomg declsive
factor for amelioration of working =md living conditions of $he
interested workers and for the development of the sceiety, viewed
the A.C. Por the Soeciazlist countries - the provlems arose out of
meehanisstion and automation are solved favourahly for the intercet-
ed workers by preventimgve measures determined between the trade
unions and Stete organisations of these countries where medernisa-
tion is in the service of people and society. But in capitalist
eountries, it is through struzgle that the workers are foxeed Lo act
te maintain their rights once achieved and their Job whiah?art
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endangered by the consequences of technical progress introduced
in these counigries with the only aim to increase the profits,
observed the A.C.

In order to struggle against the aspplication of technieal
progrese as introduced by the monopolies inevitably 3in contrudie-
tion with the interest of the Yransport worksrs, the 4,0, is of the
opinion that the following principal demands could serve for basis
of agreement for the aciion:

= reduction of working hours without decrease in salariesj

- improvement of working conditions;
- prolcngation of vacation time;

- decrease of age limit for pensioning with additional compensatory
pension;

-~ guarantee for work
- training and professionsl requelification; and
- with prier discusaion und approval of the trade unions.

These Gemands together with the incorease of salaries are the most
apt to cleminate the negative consequences of tecinical progress

and ecapable to k move the workers to partiecipate in the profit
ereated by the technical develomment transforming it into social
progress,

The A.Ce resolved to direet its Secretariat and members of the
A.C, to study deeply with scasistence of affiliasted organisatioms,
the national peeulierities of the developing countries and to take
appropriate measures and help the trade union movenments of these
countriecs to zchieve greater political influence and stronger trade
union movements as & guarantee for economicel, sooial and denocratie
progress and for netional independence,

JORLD F.

The A.C. noted with great anxlety the alarming situatiom in
Eest Germany end certain regioms in Asia, Africa and Latin America
2nd also in iddle East which are endangering the peace in the
world. The A.C. has put the blame on the American imperialjem for
adoption of most oriminal means to intervene into the intarmal affai-
rs of those countries with the alm to suppress the liberatism move=
ment of the people, The American imperialism, the A.C. maintipins,
found allies among certain lesders of the trade union organigwtions,
especially inside AFL-CIO who nexe direect interventions with HLike
help of the Ameriean Govermment to find out certain trade unaonﬂf in
the capitalist countriee, all ir the endeavour to deviate f&om \
genuine role of defence of workers interests,. LR

The A«C., has resolved that it is thc American impcrie.lisn that
bears the heavy reeponsibility for the irternational tmensiiom.

Having in mide its respomsibility, the A.C, hag celled u@pn all
the transpert workers to develop their actions requesting that the
imerican Goverument should diseontinue, without any con@dtlon the

bombardments of the DeR.V., shxould recognise as a true ypeprgsentdtiv:



of the GSouth-Vietnamese people the N.F.L.,, should withdraw its

troops from that country and anywhere in the world, it shoulé
discontirue to interfere éirectly or indirectly into internsl
affaixs of other countries.

X REVOLUTION

On the occasion of the H5O0th Anniversary of the Great

Gctober hevolution the 19th session of the TUI resolved to send

o message of greetings to zll the mp people of the Soviet Union
especlally to the Transpoirt woerkers in the Soviet Unlon.

gesalon of the
19th /Administrative Commitice of the T.U.I. was attended by
members from various countries such as - France, Italy, Cuba,
. Rumania, Bulgaria, G.D.Res fHungary, Czechoslovakia, Soviet Uuien,

Cypress, Argentina, Japan, India ete, From India in addition

to Com. Satish Chaterjee, the General Secretary of the TUI,

Com. Deb Kumar Ganguly, the Secretary, Port, Dogk and Wateriront
Workers Pedoration of India, attended,
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