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The 3ecand Congress of our rarty completely routed the political line of iteformn-

sh through a period of ten long yea's had vitlated our policy and practice, The

¢ and political analysis of the liew Thesis had sounded the call to the lurty to
Srom the old reformist past of trailing behind the hourpeoisie, of withhelding and

.aging and of deerving the revolutionary Tiphting initiative of the toiling masses,

However, even though routed, reformism was by no means completely eliminated, After
the second Congrass, it is no longer poasible to openly advocate the policy of reformism,
to direetly challenge or repudiate the revolutionary Marxist 1ine laid down in the Foli-
tical Theais, Mut 1t continues to raise its head in daily practice, on the eve of every
strugcle, in the natter of estimates abont the présent upsurge, It zanifests 1tselfl under
various garbs or pleas — all of which serve to cover up the fear of participating in and
leading the growing right of the masses, the panicky flight from the conerete task of

btuilding the strugeles,

The Report of the PB “On the Tactical Line” in the present phase of our struggle, has
brillisntly wnmasked the right reformism and petty bourgeols revoiutionism, as evinced
in ouwr understanding and practice following upon the Farty Congress. It has struck a
decisive blow at all open or covert atterpts to negate the revelutionary line lald down in
the Political Thesis, and to drag the Party back into the old reformist period, It has
exposed the social roots of these deviations which contirue to hold the Farty back in the

following wordss—

"One of the legacy of the reformist period is the overvwhelmingly petty bourgeolis
composition of the Party....is a logiecal consequence of the reformist poii€y the rarty
ras based on the wrong class, The working class, the poor peagant and the agricultural
workers were in the nmain neglected ~ so far as recruitment inside the Farty was concern
ed. In the name of non-sectarianism, bourgeois and petty bourgeols intellectuils un-
tempered by ¥arxiet education were encouraged with all their fanlts; thery themselves
were prevented from taking a firm stand against eapitalists, reformists and of ten
denounced ag terrorista, bhadraleg ete. when their anti-imperialist Instincts drove the

to take a correct stand," (p.10).

Everything that is said in "the Tactical JAne", with regard to the manifestaticn of
right reformisn and vetty howrgeois revolutionimm elsewhere, applies with rédoubled force
to our province. The VB in 1ts letier to the members of the C,F, P.C, has summad it up by
pointing out that, "in your province vaeillations in conducting strugeles aré not only
not uncommon tmt st he freguent',

Thie is s0, hecause the Party in C,P, & Ber i

Thige 21 v wPe & Derur, especially its ieadi e

:;:r::gi:tgf}ﬂlpetiy bou:geois i: eamposition, It,is drawn mainly f;;; 22~:£§§:;£sa§;d

w (iile class, who in the entire period of relormism, have not gone tﬁr ugh
;:goolngfixhrxism. Not having imbibed the revolutionary teachings of Earsi;ﬁ, nengr -
rtrgeri n zhe :ourse of* any wide mass movement, leave alone any militant xasx class
éin ggles, they have failed to shake themselves free from all traces of their class ari-

Under the ideologlcel and practical 1nf"- £ : i
) : log 1 z iuence of Mote, their bourgeois outl
:gstea: o{bbeing eliminated, has only been hardened, lcddiﬁg to the ch?anic dzsazzt,of
atetgz :i:hgxzfg:t:;eigiz}z;irigh§ {fformiam nasquerading behind left phrases, ;néering
0] ary lative o ie nusses by dubbing them as “economism", talk
abont revolution in abstract, while feurin ' .
: : hi uring to organise stru jgle ¢
panieky withdraval at the first bourgeois attack.‘ BT Ty e

The war declared against reformism by the Second Congress and the o 4

The?ia to liguidate the socisl and class roots of reformi;m, has not beezlgaﬁizzg }2r:2§
uaptill now in onr province. Ho serious attempts have even been made Lo re—cducate the :
entire Farty on the basis of the Second Congress Thesis, so as to btreak &itﬁ ﬁhe olé
understfndﬂng and practice, Furthermore, no honest attempt has bteen mode to review our
gwn past tn ree where our mistakes lay, %o go to the roots of there mistakes 'ahé thﬁa

ar the door apainst the repetition of such mistikes wnder different eu*se; ,The B in
its letter has given a timely warning by pointing out that - BT TRy

"Reformiam s a disease which d4es hard and it m
R B vl S Vad » st be pulled ont by reot d 1t

ie understood bhes Yats . , Ry & s, an

tdom, " 2 est in relation to ovr vork and current f‘tﬁlﬂiiles - and not in abstrac-

If the Farty in our province 1= to turn thax it
ovi 5 48 wheels from the slirpl
regormi;m on to the_path of r§volutionary strugigle, it mist objectively ahL ggrﬁiiil;r
un zrt4 e & self-critlical review of its past at least fram the time of the first big
post-war wpsurge of the working class in o'r province during darch-ipril, 1947,

I, In ®urch, 1947, the textile-workers, sweey ' i

. Xt rorkers pers and primary teschers - o
about 50,900 went on province~wide general strikes, So pro}ound iaa thz ;Zvolaggﬁzz;;gupu
!ﬁ?‘l;‘thd? for nearly a whole month the working class stood upto the tourgeols terror -
hu:drens wen? to jail, and faced all repression., iven the so-called "baskward® swcepers
under our lead, displayed marveis of hernism and initiative, uweeper women fought back .
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police represslon, Their bold {ight called forth the spontanesus support of the middle
claas and othsr sections of the working class. Jtrike-breaking atterpts of the Ministry
and the hlack-legs, were foiled by their ceoperation,

PBut called upon to play a leading role In the sweepers' gtrike, Cem, ¥,0's knees began
to shake, In the midat of the developing strugple, he began to raise panieky demands for its
unconditional withdrawal under bogus pleas of not losing neople' s support; not Jeopardising
the health of the preople, of saving the Party from a smasgh-up etc, He made vigorous efforts
to call off the strile,” It 1s significant that in this, Mote who had just then been released
from jail, lent him hia full support, The elLforts of hotn these conrades were rebulfed by
the other comrades who had the responsgibility of conducting thisz strug:le und especlally
by Com. Eralme, S0 iruersed was Com, ¥,D, in his relarmist understanding, and so utterly
blind to his anti-struggle, anti-working class deviation, that in a subsequent P,0,C,
meeting where he was called to order, he threatened to stake his Party card and stayed out
of the rest of the meeting, going completely inactive for a iong period of 9 months,

But ¥, D, was not alone in this anti-strugele trend, During this time § members of the
then P,0,C, (2.N,, H.K., ¥ote, 4ARB, and Diwanjee) were in jail aleng with ¢ other ecomrades,
The Security »riscners had given notice of a hunger strile for the fulfilment of their
derands, It was the first time Communists in jail were di sctly challening the Winistry's
poliey of humiliating the leaders of the working class movement, of trying to crush their
morale, However, Just on the eve of that all the nembers of the r.0,C, led by Vote inftiated
its withdrawal,

The P,0,C, meeting held soon afverwards (i,e. in april-say, 1947) - after all the comr-
ades had been released {rom detention, brought forward the exient of this reformist under-
standing in all the members of the F,0,0, without exception., This was the period when Jashi
through his Pol,.-0Org, letier had launched his oven atluck againest the sugust resolution of
the C.C, characterising all strug.les as vanyuardist, explaining repression aer being preci-
pitated by our adventurist and sectarian actions - thus ziving a ciean alibi to the bour-
geoisie, refuaing to see the upsurge and the maturity of the revolutionary crisis. The under-
standing of the C,P,, F,C, at this time, fully coincided witk the groes reformist estimates
put fopward by Joashi in his Fol-Org, letter,

The withdrawal of the hunger strike in jall was upheld, - the tactics of hunger-strike
in jail belng berated as "adveniurist” and "provacative", In a resolutlion on kisans who had
in the Chandwr Talug bravely faced the wost Ltrutal police terror in eontrast to certain
leaders like D.J, and Dighade who had dewerted their posts, represcion was estimated as being
precipitated by our vanguarii st aetions. In typical fashion the resolution visualiged a per-
spective of constructive aporoach to the YWinistry, on the basis af its elsction pledges, and
a camraign to win over the Cangreas masses {or demanding a Land Commission which would investi-
gate into the land-relationa, the distribution of holdings ete., in C.P, and Serar ! Thus,
not the building of a2 strusgle Uor land to the tiller, ™t & campaign for a “"Land Comniesion
to investigate into land-holdinga" - smch was the bhankrunt lead (:33 glven Ly this resclutien.

The resolution on the textile front aimilarly put forzard a policy of Joining lforeces with
the Seciallats and lullarites, It estimated that a situation had developcd where it ia
poseitle to have a united front with all these reformists, while the danger of 1NTUC was not
even taken note of, Follticully toon, there was an idea of having a united front with Social~
iate.

In short, the Hay F.0.C, meeting revealed the following elements in the waderstanding of
the i,0.C, members:-

(1) Repression is heing precipitated by our vanguardist amd adventueist actions, in con-
dueting “or example an intensive agitation on the slogan of "land to the tillere" in kisans,
in organising Government employees like peons, “overnment I'ress workers, ete,, wnd of leading
their actions. ity these actiona, it was estirated, the Party had "invited" repression on its
head.

(1i) 4 more positive approach to the ¥inistry and the Congress is pessible and must be
undertaken, after the ¥inistry had already passed the N, F,0, act and Elack idct !

(144) The Party must try and have a united front with Soctiilists and RAuikarites &n trsde
union and political field, It must approach them and join hands with them,

am ed licy of complete abjuration of any strugile and a liguidation of
the PI?%;.d?guzze nzgeaogﬂ"saaing the Party" it advecated a eowardly retraat ha!nrevrzgztasjun,
wben 1t 1g knovm that the Farty of the working class grows and develops not“:{ 532§fi5 agd
beforec repression, but by fighting back hourgeois terror, by rouring the working clas
through %1, the other sections of the neonle to resistance,

j ; Prom the biggest strurple fought
arlv, the members of the P.0,C, had learned nothing from r ‘
by thgl:;:ki;p class till then in C,F,, from the hersie way in which the entire working class

and the kisans of Chandur had ficed repression - onﬁ;};ntht?r Wh{CQazo:lgnkdii g;Tg‘iﬁe rieces-
e v other period, Just because they falled elther then or later <n, - i _a L
::;i 3zn:2ﬁaion Prom this about the extent of the upsurge in the maturing revolntionary erisl,

and to review the roots of their nmistuakes they remained sunk to a very large extent in their
reformism even in the subzequent period,

ITI. From the time of the Yay, 1947 meeting to the Party Congress - Feb.1948, ihe F.0.G
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melee no efforts either at revising or rejecting the outlaok of the May, 1947 mesting. But
fuced with the actual discontent of the rasges, a minority aection does hegin to tare an
attitude of leading strupgosles and agltation on thege lines, Thus:-

In the kisuns there is practically no rovement, With the perspective of organising any
struggle or conducting any a;ltation on the central slogan af "land to the tillera™ I, |
completely abjured, there was of course no question of deing anything on this front.

Ffaced with a reality tetally different {rom anything visnalised in the 1',G.C, resointdon,
the Ximan Party members, did not know what to do. They Lecame demoralised, went lnactive,
and in thé prevailing atmoaphere, disrantive tendensies sst in,

In the swespars, even after the brave struggle fought by then, we campletely gave up
all conerete agitatisn and exposure, Swcserared

So scared ware we of the perspective of organising strugi les, which would inevitably
be more bitter and fierce ~ st any place, that in the name of "demoralisation™ of tle
sweepers, we took up an atiitude of almost "servile kmuix heguing® hefore the Covernmert,
The swveevers, - who had only recently demonstrated thelr {fighting earaeity, bheyond any
expectations entertained by us, wad who had nnmiﬂta?ably nroved that they were NOT demorali-
sed even after three weeks of struggle, (as 1= clsar from the fact that when Com. Chouthmal
was treacheronsly arrested following spon the wlthdrowal of the sirike, 100C sweeners in
Nagpur, within one hour rallled from the hustoes, marched in x demonsbrstion and surrounded
the ¥otwall demanding and foreing the Goverrment to coneede hls release; - now begen to be
slandered ag being "hactward” and "demoralised", These were the usual slanders of the
vorking class with which on sever:zl ocrasione reoformism covered up ite fear sand incapacity
of organising muss actions and leading strugrlea, This anti-working class and anti-
strugole outlook went to such an extent that when the Provincizl Gavernment publlshed
bulletins falsely asserting that it had dene a let for the sweepers and brazen-facedly for-
warded them to the Union for distribution, or comrades, particularldy Com, Chouthmal, not
only Md not react indignantly st thls shameless hoax and failed 4o realise the ueed for
coming ont with an exvosure handbill to call thelr bluff, buvwt were on the point of obliging
the Government,

fee-reduction

In studenta, we started by taking up the issue of/fremecbuestiom, snd launched our
campalgn by smagx orgunising Jointly with the Students Coagress a province-wlde ons~day
protest strile and demonstrations at the very begianing of the session. e also forced the
Students Congress Lo agree to a Joint csll for a contimius strike from the month of
Avgust. Independeatly of the S.C., the P.S.F, went on building up an agitation amengzt the
students through a mueaber of fee-reduction conventions, sipgnature campaigns and meetings
and even sething up of Gounells of ~ction at some places, The sweep of the movement, or the
first tlise drew in the vast nmass of school students, and roused them for struggle, But it
was the time when reformist 3liusions on the matter of unity with the xu¥x A,I1.5.C, were
at a height, and on this issue, the PSF in the name of Joint sectien, went on trailing
behind the &.C,, whose leaders were not prapared Zor strugile, who only wanted to secure
some concessions through the good offices of certuin eitizens and by utilising the pressure
of the mass movement, ‘n order then to decelve the massges and disrupt their movement,
Canpletely under—estimating the ex‘ent of the ursurge amongst students, and alraid of lead-
ing it 211 on our own despite the sabotaging role of the 3C., Balram diaplayed tremendous
vacillations when the 2.C, leaders pronosed the first postponement of the strike Tor a period
of one month, Instead of starting an exposure and independent mobilisation for strugele, he
ultimately lined up with them, But the ¥niwiry well-understood the nmeaning of thisg upsurge,
and therefore alter a nurber of prnorastin¢tiona 4% affered & paltry snd bopgus conces Gian,
after whiech the 5.0, called Twr the withdrawal of the strike, The F,0.C, which was in
ses=ion in those days, sharply drew the attention of Balram to his trailing behind the
3.C, even at that stage, and avked him not to assoclate the F with the withdriwal, A state-
ment was then issued by the I'SF refusing to be & party to cowuend this bogus concession
to the students, and dissoclating 1tself from the SC. Mat it was no longer possitle to
eore cut with an independent call of strike-action., The previous attitude which was in effect
an attitude not of leading struggles but of warding them #ff, had succesded in scattering
the upsurge, and in destroying the confidence of the mass in the student erganisations,

In the textiles, despite the utterly reformist line given bty the May POC meeting, con-
Pembidd ‘ronted with the practical issues agitating the textile-workers, we took the initia-
tive in [ormulating and putting before the court the basic demands of the working clasa,
smuch as living wage, minimmm wage, standardised wages, and full D,4., atilising to the full
the xxyrex experience of Com, dule in this re pect, We correctly wwlerstood nur rarticipa-
tion in the Court nroceedings, as part of onr agitation to rouse the textile-workers behind
theze basic demands, Through all this, we sven forced Ruikar to accent at least in words,
the demands {ormulated by us and compelled him to agree to the call of a General Strike in
Cetober against the interim awamrd, dhen the Government then cume faprsard wit' a4 commnloue
putting the question onf livingwage etc, before the Trilmnal, (thus partially conceding the
dezunai, but at the ssme time inclnded the questlonof surnlus lahayr as a term of reference,
we correctly pointed ont that thig nresaged retrenchment and unemnloyment and therafore 2id
not agree to a withdrawval of the strile-c2ll 111 this question was drovped. The Tact that
Adkar, however, wriggled out of the strile—call, was utilised by us to erxpose his treachery.

It is to ke noted that Com, Feshav on all these issues maintained and worked for a
correct line, while members of the F.0,C, 1'ke Ram and Sudam, were of the view that by
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calling ke Sule and by our agitation we precipitated RMuiker's rift from the A, 1. T,0,G,
Ram even maintained that our etriv¥eé-call in Oectoher was incorrect; Sudam eriticigsed

the handbill that was issued attacking Ruiker, as belng unneceasarily sharp, In reality,
1f the work on the textile—ront during this reriod is to ‘e criticised, 1% is from

the very onposite angle, For, the defects in nur agitation mnd outlook pracisely lay

in the {act that we falled to understand theCourt Froceedings and all the nanocenvrae .
of the capitalista and their Govermmant as mere smoke-screens Lo cover up thelr atlempts
at passling the burdensg of the erisis on the working class, that therefore we conductied
our agitation only as partial stru ¢le and did not Wnk 14 up with the growlng cconomice
crislias and the workers' way out-of it viz, nationalisstion and werkeras' control; that
consequently we also falled to econduct a general, all-round consistent and vigerous
exposure of the reformist's hetrayal, Thess def=cts in fact, hampered the task of isslat
ing the reformists, of hullding our cadres and following, and of sufiiciently orientat—
ing them towards the independent leadership of strugzles. “ut the criticisns levellad at
Com, Leshav's work in that period, reveal, that the eriticues only santed to drag the
textile-Lront still deeper into reformism,

In this period the Indian heowurgeoisie lawnched itz most vicleous attack against the
living standards of the neonle by introducing decontrol. In the Nagpur textile fraction
and the Nagmmr Trade Tminsn Counell, the rced to fipkht this hourgeois atiack vas
realised, The Frovineisl fraction algoe decided to make the PTUC give & cull Tor a one-
day protest strile on 15th December. The PTUC Teneral Council 4ssued this eall, Itwas
one of the most significant inderendent political action that the werking clas- at that
stage was called upon to leud, The faet that later on Ruller came out {rontally in
o positien to the strile, only meant that there was o e an open race between us and
the warking bonrgeois-refermists fnr winning over the working class, "t mo strongf was
the Pull of reformism that leading members of the F'OC evresed this strile and callied for
its withdrawal wrder varicus rretexts, Hone of thege comrades would see the indignation
which was already growing in the minds of the working claes and other sectlons of the
people againat howrgeois policy and their urge to resist “t, In the dlagpur D,0.; Balram
led the discussion far its withdrawal, on the plea thatf{ after Rulker's onposition and
with the existing "fnadequate preparztion” (In Nagpur ‘ecause of Ruiker's opposition and
in Jukrulpore becamae of ocur own D.C,'s umillingness) a strike on our own would only
"dimmite the workers", He advocated the obsmervance of a protest day &s in Elhar instead
of a protegt—etrike,

It 18 in the strug;le angainst the bourgeoisie, the working cluss is more and wore
won away from reformist influence, and %8s revolutionary unity is ferged. Thus the talk
of withdrawing an action, in the name of reserving the unity of the working cluss, is
alien to Yarxism, and & eloak for not fighting the Lmurgeoisie,

The reformiet understanding of a majority of the 11,0, members almost made them fall
a vietim to Balram's stend, They even hegpan seriously discuasing the ways by which the
strike could be wlthdrawn, It was only the firm stand of .leshav, vhickyf ultimately
preventaed the 0.0, fram giving up this strike.

Com. Azad, who had been a party to the decision in the Irovincial Fraction, did not
even give a eall for gtrilke in Rudpur,

T™ile, Cow, 5,1, of Jublmlpore, who had similarly participzted in the fragtion meet-
ing, was gullty of the cross anti-Party crime of issuing a putlie statement disszaclating
fram the strile, from the offlce of the City Superintendent where he had gone for per-
mizsion to hald a meeting, Thue. 16 13 clear, that in our rraectice, on the guestion of
strugrles, two attitudes hegin ¢¢ he tzken up inside the Farty amd ite lsadership - one,
an attitude wrich decries strusiles or vacillates before them, the ether which pute its
facs towaris ther,

It ghovs the pull of reformism on o work, and in varying degrees on the F.U, leaders
in this periad, It shows the farms in which 1¢ expresses 1tself in each, which serve as a
ey to undersgtand the development and trangormiution in cach, in the subsequent perioed.

IV, Discuszions on the new line and Party Congreas:

The ¢2gseussisone held in the 20C en the draft document revealed that o substantial
section of P0CY mermbters, hod at that stage broken from the sid reformist understanding sn
malor gquestiona of nationad politics. They positively sided with the document in estimat-
ing the colleborationist role of the bourgescisie, They rejecied the line of those who
mainteined that a certain section of the tourgeoisie (of ahom Nehru was supposed +o he the
symbol) was still playing an oppositional role, They supported the slogan of “everthrsw of
the Zourgesis Uovernzent" and the strategy of bullding a new class ailliance ~ the Demoeratic
Front, They are able to criticige the failings of the lecermber document on such ismues as
the characterisation of the C.5.V. and other left parties, the differential approach towartls
Hebru and Patel, and the concention of the Democratic Front, ¥.#, 2nd Joashl, for a long
time took up the position that the small bourgeoisie is still erpositicnal, Hehite, opposed
the slogan of "overthrow of the Govermment” on grounds of "tactics” (which alse explains
his subseguent defection)., As for Yote and U,J, and luddar -~ they completely revealed
their "petty bourgeois reveolutionist" stand, They indulged in lots of radieal phrase-
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mongering to mask their own relormist consclence, to cover up the traces of their right
reformist sins, The C,C, line was eriticised fram the left, Dut this trend exposed
itself when taking a stand on the erucisl issue of the maturing revolutisnary crisis

and the perspectives of developing -;trug‘;lea. The prominent left critiques - Note and
D, attacked the failing of the C.C, line by calling 1t "economist" - whick is the
t:;'ri.cal exevnge towy wripgele ovt of the. developing strurzles, which completely underesti-
pates the revolutionary significance of partial strugiles in the context of Auaturing |
erieis - anc vhich 4s thux the llae »f these whe in concrete, oprose und sabotage all
struggles, while all 4ue time, mouthing revolubdonary phrases, “he rest of the :iremhema,
unahle te melke a completa hreal with rel‘omism , conld not demurcate themselves {ram
these anti-Farty formlations.Though, when Xote decried all pariial stx'ug,glzs and quoted
the December 23th strive in Bonbay, the ireaking of ban YLy tbe Aol 3.8, werkers, etc. as
instancer of “vanguardism'" and "economism', there was .-;trong ovposition from some comrades,

But the fact that reformlsm was not only not bheing liquidated, but was sought te
be screened and given a new lease of 1life, is evident fram this that nhile the members
of the 7,0.C, posed as fighiing refornists on an all-Indda plane, vhile they attacked
the reformism of the old C,C0,, they avoided all discussions of the deey-rooted reformism
in our omn province in our understanding and practice in the entire preceding perded.
That ias wh;r. the 7,0.C, takes & non-politi- ul attitude and corp.:.etelv capditolates 1o re~
formigts in its owvm n;dst, Conflrmed reformists who had hardensd in‘hcdisru‘ptive anti-
Party elements, like Yote, L,J, znd Huddar came in the forefront, posing as revelutionary
fighters on thef baslis of thelr radical left talk, shrewdly trying to expiain away and
even justifying their entire pasgt. Gom. M.D. — whose tu.med‘? ate past was his paniecky
flight luring the sweepers strike, followed by a period of total inactiviiy, was rehabi-
litated in the leadership,

This capitui-tion to refarmism ls clearly reflecied in the resoistion wn P.0.6, Org.
pazsed in thls very meeting, which brushes aside the entire refoarndet practices, as ouly
being a "nezative attitude to Farty forma” (!!), and trles to make the entire past look
something like a "closed chapter”, the omissionsz and cemmissions of which have been
mitually forglven and forgotten,

It i» further reilected in the slection of delegates to the Party Congress at the
Jutbulpore convention, where Comg, D.J. and ¥, 2, - are elected! as 2 omt of 5 delegates,

Same attitude towards reformism is also seen in FKeshav's atrempis to reach canpromi-
pes and agreements with itulker on the T,U, {ield, instead of a bold attack agalnst his
treachery (betrayal of strugzle) and his disru xtiv'e activities (The #orkers' vnited
Pront), and in agreeing to restrict and confine erilicism,

It 48 therefaore clear that the C,r.I'.C, does not draw any concliusions from the fight
againgt reformism launched by the Party, in torms of 1ts own praciice, and its under-
standing, Naturally, when faced with the first attack and a developing strugile, vacilla~
tions and anti-struggle Ledencies prominently railge thielr nead, closs on the heels of
the Furty Congressy e.g, on the issue of the 16th f-‘,rch strike.

V. 16th Mareh Strike,

bunals, the attack on theldr stondards through deeo? s and the increasing represalion
on every strike, had given rise to growing disconven® awongst the workers ail over the
rrovince. The warking class demanded action. Se strong was the urge,; that even reform-
ists like “uiker and the Socialists eame forward Ior a general slrike during the I"TUC
vonference held in Peb, The "IUC gives a correct lead to the workers by calling for a
provines~nide strike on 18th ¥urch, The extent of the upsurge is seen in the sweep of
the strike-wave unleashed by this call, Actually the tiggest strile action takes nlace
in the ravince, in which the working class faces the most, wide-spread repression and
vietiniaation, Againet this unprecedented terror, and with onractically ne isud at
most of the centres, the working cluams {"{ghta back,

The bitier experisnce of various sections of ’?‘%?'kerﬁ about the working of tri-

In Ragpr, the tertile-workers left leaderless and arrested in acores, hold on for
4 days. Against victimimation, the mreepers continue the ffight for 3 days. At Jubbulpore,
pottery workers carry on the fight for a week taling up other issues, it Rajnandjaon
where there was no organisation and no indesemient work af the Party, where our comrade
throughout preceding period. had only ac ted an a lieutenant of Ruiker, the morkers after
the ar"est of the whola Ex.Committee of the linion, spontaneously resort to new rilitant
formm of resisting paelice terror by surraunding the Fotwali, and attacking the jail, for
the first time in the history of the working elass =ovement of bur nrovince, £ workers
are nmartyred in this fight.

ind Pet, how does the rarty react 1

nong bLefore the strike atarted some conrades notably #am and ¥.J, ormosed 4, Unnmoved
by the sponteneous fight of the Nagpur working class against repression amd vietimisation
after the 16th “arch ond instead of boldly caming forward to lead it, the majority of
Jectt, members (in a meeting held on 19th) -~ D.J., R.N., A.B., and Mohite, with D.Jd, as
the spokesman, for a long time press for its withdrawal, The latter % ultimately veered
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round to Keshav's demand for econtimmation of the strike, The Tact that the textile workers
were not in a position to continue the strike after the ?lst mnd that at thut moment to
have stuck on to the slosan of contimuing the strike would have been a mistake, /is of
course anolher question, The point is tn ses the anti-struggle cutlook hetrayed by the
corcades in the midst of a big strike—action, when their first concern shoulid have been to
think of how S0 contimme and develop the strike, .

At many of ~mur cemtrea, e,g, Rednera and Jubbulpore, we did nothing tar the strike
and some of sur carrades ingtead.of dirsctly ergunising the workers aund leading their
firbt, readily surrendered to the reformist-dominated execntives of unions. Al Hajnandgaon,
when the wockera had "gheraod” the jaill) denanding release of thelir leaders, braving btullets,
and the pnlice in vanie was hastaning to rem~vs the ;riconers #lmewhere, Com. Kastur who
had been brought out of the lail, preceeded to render a2 servics to the avtherlties by agk-
ing workera to disperse neacefnlly and nst fall 2 prefy to vrovacation,

At various places, individual eomrades - vrominent ameong them being abaji and Yokh!te,
display penic and cowardice belore poalice terror,

The extent of the reformism in majority »f the POC comrudes is revealed in the spril
meeting of the FIC where the 168th Mareh strive and the eoming Nerspectives were reviewed,

Keshav submitied a report strongly defending the call of the 16th Mureh sirlke.
e outlined the coming perspective, visualising the howryseds offensive in textiles zand
sweerers, under cover of the Mangalmurtl and Ssrwate tribunals, He qut Torward the task of
specific agitation to prepure the working class for resigting it.

Mote, M,i1,, and Rsm sppose the 16th Xorch czll as vanguardist and eeonciist, the
first two bven bramding 4t aap agert-nrovocateurisi. In the name of political work of
expogure, Purty's wmreparedness, the inner-Party crisis etc., they advecated a iine of no
strupgzle, of abatement of all strugples, In a situation when the worklng cluss was coming
forwvard {or the boldest actions., It was a pelliey of onen tetrayal,

Balram and Shyam, ompose the e¢all on the 16th March, on the basis of lack of adesmate
prevarations, advacating that 1t would ~erhars khave boen more expedient, say an the 16th
April., How 43 ane tn uncderstond the uwnorineinle? stund of these two conrades, sxcepling as
an attitude of srrendering to the vrevicus section, as an attitude vhich in efiect faans
out to he the same ? The incongistency and vaclllation af Palram stand out, when it 1s noted
that Just before this he had along with Com. Azad personally visited Rainandgaon; sug:ceted
to the loeal militants to eontinue the gstrugle, wilth the issue of victimisation which was
still then camsing intenase agitation, srete sub a handbill for them along these lines, and
even sent ¥amurkar te help in leading the siupgle,

With regard tn the coming perspectives and our tesks outlined, Mote again atitacks it as
"economism" as running away with spantaneous diseontsat etc, Unce again we ind B, rallying
to Mote, and only after visient dlscussion, 13 he made to formally agree with the perspec-
tires and tasks posed by other comrades,

Thus the reformian and the vaciilutlons, expressed in the cumrwies nrmeExnss mentioned,
stood exposed z2g downirdeht apti-stirugile tendencies, The spurious excuse and dubicus stand
of these comrades, of opposing struggles with the plea of inner-farty crisis, of saving
cadres ete, wher the working class was coming forward to Light intense bat' les, even after
the Party Congreaze, shoved ithat though the Theslis «as belng accepted Yormaily, it vas belng
completely negated in praetice,

However, even alter the discussion regarding the ceming perspectives, relormist illu~
sione continue 4o haunt our practize which showed that the undersbtanding was formwal, Sen
aftervards utver gtarted Yis hinger-strike in jall. Hosi of the 0 mesbers correctly
asseazed 14, ns 8 vrelunde to his hetrayal, but there was marked hesitation and relurtance
to conervetely =axpoge this treachery hefore the nass of the workers and to (nrewssm them, so
as te rescue them fram rol oarmist gnr deeceontion as for instanee the bandbill issued by the
Nagour Tevtlle Fraetdion., Aftar Muiker'sr undertaking to the Goverrment accerting industrial
truce, Bluek Act ete, and rromlaing servile cosperation «ith the tribunals, the senbers of
the POC vho were mresent (%am, Keshav, Palram and Shyam) guaged the complete betrayal of
Ruiker znd even Tormally acknowledged that the Lourgeeinie and its henchmen are mit to ismnlate
the Communiste ze the most consisglent flchters of the working class movement and to hehead
them. Put even then the =anjority of the Sectl, nmembers, fesbav, Balrem and Shyan, harboured

almoat childiah 1liusinng of legality, srovgly estimated that (or a few davs at least there
would be, s respite an! that the Government sould Yeep to ite declaration at least in the case
of the President of the I'TUC, iz 18 “nown, such illusiecns were promptly srashed by the

Govt, when it arrasted Keghav, who hsd on that unlerstanding, emerged {rom underground. A
statoment Tor the vrroess dralted by ¥M.D. alter Keshav's arrest, even failed to sharply condemn
Hulker's hetraval which had paved the way to this treachery, and took a stand of 2ondesning
the arrents ete, or the basis of the agreement, This sciuvally meant surrentitlously aceepting
this agreecment,, ,

#e now proceed to review owr practice on all major fronts and issues, in the more recent
perind ~ i.e, from June anwards, when the Farty recovers! from the initial diserganisation
caused by represeion, and re-eptablished its links,
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VI. as visualised, the Assessors' Comittee report and the langalmartd Award, herald-
off the bourgeols offensive on the textile-workera of this provinee, In Nagper 2 correct
attitnde is taken up to this guestion in the matter of exposing the nature of this
offensive, in denouncing the treacherous role of the reformiests who had been partles to
the wx award, in pointing the real revoilutionary way-ewt of the erieis viz., nitionallsa-
tion and workers' contrel, living wage ote., and in ziving ihe eall for wnlited mass
resistunce to every aspect of the bourgeols actack despite thelr refornist leaders.
Throagh a series of hundbills this line is vut ‘orward amonest the textile-workers of
Ragpur, Simultineonsly, on the basis of an estimate of the growing upsurge amongsy
the textile-workers, and the treacherous and disrurtive role of all the 4 reformist
unions, the slogan is mut ferward for a “nited Textile Sorkers' Casmitiees" az an
organiser of the struggle, snd a rrelnde to the "re-unirication of the warking elass
under Communist leadership” i,e, as the starting peint for a United Trade !inion under
our lead. Thaus, when the owners mit un a natice in Nagmir abo it innlementing the
Awayd, the workers spontaneously ¢o om peneral stirilve from Angust 2 despiie the
vigormms strile-hreaking activities »f all the 4 reformist wnions. and 1onk to us
expectantly, even if not emf?dently, for lead, A nurber af militants cowe fagether to
form the UTHC, As » rosmlt of this ir~ediate strike action, the warkers forced the Govi,
the owaers and the reformist leaders after % davs, to postpane the implementation of the
work-schedule rending the f£inal award, ihis act too, was immediately exvosed as a ruse
to gain time and diarunt the narking clazs, the workers were warned that the final
avard would be nothing different, and they were therefare called upen to prepare for
sbrugzle and not to slacken their vigllance., An oxpacted, the bourgesisie launched
its attack after a few days, and again the =axkers went an a strike in many departments
of the Eupress Mills. ‘nce again we boldly came forwsrd 4o darticivate in the strike,
attacking the relormists' role, and inderendently gave a call for one-day strike against
tlie mase repression which Gnvernment had started by than, Becaune of the unprecedented
nass terror against all workers, and especially the mermbers of the UIHC, there was af
course a temporary setback, even a particl 1ass of confidence Yv the worker in his owm
Llghting capacity. hence the tactics of rzllying the worksrs, thrnu?h rarticipation in thke
rarks vormitiee election, while at the gaime time exporing its natwre, and ealling upon
the workers to unite for stmusrle for their hasie demands, was adrobed, Many wanbors of
the local textile fraetion, overwhelmed by the bowrgeois terror, and stunned hy ¥ohite's
delection at that rerind, bstrayed consgiderable vacillation in boldly agitating on this
progriamue and in conducting the election cazmpaien, which explains the failure to rally
any sectdion worth the name rounxl the U™ in thig period, M story rreved within a menth
the corrisctness of the lead given Wy the Nagrur ?.ﬂ. to these eomrudes, that wder con-

ditions of a matwring revnlntinn«rv erisis any sethack can only be at hest temperary,
,haf the working claze would come Tarws~3 tvto +he tatils again and wraiu, every time
more steeled, and that the=e’ore 11 would be imrermmissible Lo disorientate ourselves from
the math of strmigiles - partial or general, on the nlea that the wa*”n"' are "demorzliged",
and so on, Some comrades, who in the face of this elear directisn, nevertheless Sunked
vhenr called upon to lead agitation and strikes in their departmant, c.z. Meshrar and
Nakkle, mr baffled by the initial MrPienltise vrick the UG 45 bound to encounter, have
advecated driving it "underpround’ as it were; have riphtly degervaed the censure of the
Party, though the ,C, has uptil now neplected the task of liquidating such trends and
eliminatine such eltubntﬂ, and has evsn shogn some induligence towards them,

L]

Laek of clarity about the ¥ -ersreetives of the develaping stimgile, and there-
fore rnegligence of the lask of concrete exposure at certain vnwenis, {or inftdncu, when
the ¢oirt was in its final sessiop, however nrevented the seblllisatiam of militants
round the UTWC, and awas even responaible for the “demoralisatien® which for sometime
overtock a few fraction eomrades, "ut 1€ guch has heen our practiee, in the main, in
Hagmur - the centre of revormizt ‘nfloence amongst the textdle-workers, what bas been our
practice in the 3 Ber:r centres - where we are the loading force, and whers at one centre
we have sinchallenged sway 7 ne must anzlyse the astimate of the situatisn or the attitudd
towards concerete isrues of struggle, which the le ders of the Asraoti 1,0, from time to
time malutained, as well as their work in this period, to answer thic guastion,

After his relecase in Hay end, Com, Sudam firet of all put forearé views with regard
to inereased work-lmad and retrrrchﬂnnt, which b“sically coi weided with these held by
fagtker. The attemtion of the Amracti D,C, was immediately drawm to these arrouecus views
held Ly the leading comrades on textiles In Berir, through a lettar «ddwessed by Baelran
on betall of the Nagpur D.C, The Amrantd D.C, instrad of seriously undertaking a ight
againgt such viewse ond of ealling Sudam to erder, satisfied 1tnelf hy Aeking Sudam and
Bglram to ricet together, and thrash ot the noints, as 1f it was some thing concerning
ther retuzlly. With the pmhlicetion ~f the Awerd , Corrudes Sudam and S.%, in response to
an invitation by Rulker, porticirated in a Conference., In this seeting, Sudam net only
did not sttack the svard and the nart rlayved Yy Ruiker 4n folsting i4 on the workers, mt
on the contrary almoat approved nf 14, with ce"t vin minor and retty reservations (e.g.
the lommess of the plece-rates), Both these comrades sven accepted positions ln & sub-
committee set up ot thix Corference by suiker, the object of which was to suggest insignid
rigant altaretionn vithin the framewcrk of the asard and to thirew dust in the syes of
the workers, Cam, U,¥, at that stage, dlsaprroved of Sudam's position and rezlised very =
soon that the rarticivstion in sveh a sub-cormittee was & reformist blunder. an informal
nueting of leuding comrades an the textilu~Cront, where {or o considerable tiwe Balram
argued with Sudam, revesled among other thinge that 3udanm completely underastimated the
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the attae) of retraenelrent and Incrcased work-lowd, and he rad no raith that the worker
eouild or would resfest 1t. He made an anti-working class distinction between badldi and
perranent workersz, caemally remurking that the iward would only rean more enicrced leave
for the badli workers about whom the ownors have no obligation to give word, and that the
pernanetit vorkers nill not £ight agalnst this, It is with simiiar arguments, fuilker ang
his agents in Vagrur 'ried to screen the bawrgecls offenaive, to whitewash the Award and
to divide the badli froa the rersanent workers, In this sudam wus norvhare dn advance of
Ruiker, or of the conyeiousness af the most backward wocker.

The roots of Sudam's reformdst under«t414ing, lay ‘n his rafueal to see the econonie
crisis, hls denizl of the bcurzaois offensive, and his failure to see the growing vorking
cless upsurge agaianst this offenslve - his lack of faith in the working class, Thet is, in
shert, his 1enial of every element »f the maturing reveolutlonary crisla,

Lven after the abtove discussion even though sudam formally resiled from his previous
pesition, it is clear he did not change. For as 14 transpires he aqvocated similar views in
his talks with the camrades at Elliehpur, on the above, as well as on the ruestlon of third
shift - which had alreddy been sufficiently erpesed by articles in the “A anid the Azadi,

Throughmt this peried, all strugples have been eontinuously avnided and sabotaged
at all the 3 Berur centres, The strikes fought by the Nagowr and Pulpaon wavrkers tx in
Anguszt were on hasle issues alfecting the entire =nrking class, Yet nothing was done in the
Berar centres to draw the workers into the strugile, which would have considerably deepened
and Intensilied the fipht against the avard right at thrt stage., Norkers at sther centres
resist the "plece-rates” and “difference” srlising from the iAward, but at these centres the
owners alccessfuliy introduced these messures, without any opposition on our sart, even
though workers are considerably dissatisfied, st “llichpur n 2 or 3 ncudsinuq strikes
spontaneously Yreak out in some departments ut at our instance they are withdrawn, in the
name of &4 general concerted strugple on all Tundamentul lssues, which 1s supposed to break |
out at some future date {perhaps af'ter we had "reorganised ourselves !}, partial struggles
are withkeld, even though this wrong distinetion tetween “portial® and “;Pnernl strugglesﬁ
was alreedy debunked in a fraction neeting in Sevtesmber. ¥When a "peneral struggle" does actus
11y break out (much sosner than re exvected), it [inds wery these very camrades comple! ely
unwilling te lead or organise I,

The gathering discontent of the working cluss against the attack on its stundards, &
reached bursting point alter the arropant refusal of the owners teo grant 3 wonths' bonus,
This indignation compelled even the arch traltor - iiker, to talk the Language of strike
and even sgerve nollice for it; if only to wover up his inevitable caupromise on this lague
and to divert and canalise Ute workers' discontent. ‘he Berar Couneil of iction of our
3 unions, alpe served a notice of strike iinking up the dermand of bonus with the other -
basic issues of the workers. The Provineial handbill clearly warned the workers against :
Ruiker's game, axposed hig »anceunvre, nointed out that he does not mean to lainch any stk
astrike, amd called on workers to rally in loecal and Provineda]d Joint Couzieils of iction,

The resolution passed by the © 0 vianalised all this and pointed to our prizary responsibi-
ity of leading 1% loeally and provinelally. The resslution and the discussions wxierlined the
cormection belween the pnneral strike or Tors with the wider penersl sirile agalust work-
load, retrenchment and Zor living =age, M1l DA ete, emphastising that a bold 1r&dnrship
in the first vhase would alone ronae the workiny class to the next bigner nhase of struggles
True, it did not ‘yredicy! that fom the ovmers themselves would precipitate the struggle
agairst Zkm increased work-load, almost at once, within a day of the commencement nf the
strike for bonus. but that conld caunse no misgiving or ¢-nfusion ‘n the mind of anyone whe
had grasped the depth of the working class wesurge ol wnd had orientated himgeli to the
task of leading this uwsurge and »f develeping it.

However, even belore they heard of fuiker's withdrawal of the wtr{ru, and in complete
or positmn to the entire line pnt forward by the FOC the Amracti BB, in ite sseting held

1ilh Uecember had already decided on backing out of the strive, for thig iw the wssence
of the loliowing long pamsuge {rom the revort »f the irrsoti H.C,t-

”....-t nag declded that shether Nagur econtinues or not our cenires go on strike on
15th Dec, ikola and Ladaera reswse after a day but El.lichrer continues [or a4 few days more
and akim withdraws, But if Hagmur contimues, “iLlichmir teo continues £111 the end, b.C,
however thought that in view of the attitude of Government, Suiker msy net sueesed in his
negotiation and »rovinece-wide strupgle was likely to Jdevelop, In that case 1t was deeided
to make proper arrangements at Akala and Eadnera 4o carry vigorous agltation to draw
vorkers in line with the vravineial =nrkers,™

fthat had havtened within the week which intervened tetween the ¥OC masting referrad to
before the Awrozti UC mecting ? Ths only. "ehange n the situation™ wam the arrest of 4 fow
comrades at Akala and lateor on at Zednerafd,

Despite the instructions eonveved to the leaders of the Amroati 7C by fecehav and
Balram to reverse this policy of sabntago, on the very ave of a big strugile, they would not
change, “he letter sent by Balram peinted out to them that their line meant a precipitsate
retreat bhelore the firgt attack, that hy deciding in advance for withdruwal (instead of
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seriously nlamming how to conduct the strive de=nite revression), they were latting dowm
the entire working class of the provimee, ani so on,

Te rust take detailed note of the ertire understanding and practice revealed by the
leaders of the aimraoti DC in thig matter, [~r there are R rembers of the POL amonget them,
and tke Berar textile workers aro an irportsnt section of the working clase movement in .
our province,

L]

Congider the yrhmqs of the fight that has been wased by the itexbtile-workersz sinee
Lecexher 15, For nearly ? months now, against all the stri fe—“malfmg efforts of reformists,
ané the cunring manoenvres of the bourceoisie, faclng mase dismissal ete, the workers of
Bagrur are holding on te the fight, Workers of “1lichpur havs written glorious pages of his
tory by standing upto the most vicious terror - massed police ralds on busteeg, arrests
of more than 15C, cases against scores and so on. They spurned contemptususly the INTUC
strike-breakers and displayed militant initiative, In this, mest ~f oue working class
cormrades have been in the fore, But in naussating contrast, leolk at the strite-breaking
activity which Sudam started even before the strike actually comencad, Then laterf on,
onn the 10th, and subsequently av every stage. +‘he roots of this are to he fornd of course,
in the entire attitude of the amroati DG, Tt would be nermiszsille hare to ctiote at length
from a report submitted hy Com, Shanker Rao Xadn, Seeretary, &llichpur Talwka Cormittee of
the CI'T with the emproval of Gom, Madhukar Vaidva (merher, Prov, Toxtile ¥raction) from
21iizhours -

*in 15th Vecanber the workers of the Vidharbha ¥ 1lsz PllAehrur struck wmork Jor the
derand »f 3 wonths bonus and on 2ist. the strike wase vnemditionclly withdresn and the
workeras resmed work, Subzegnently tha avmerz started a hitior zttack on the workers,

Fricr to thia on the 20th Hoverbar there was 3 meeding of the C and the following
decision was tsken, If there 12 a strike in Wagmwr (on 15th) the Ellichpur workers slso
to come out on strike and at Badners and Akola 1f there is a one-day strite “1lichpur alse
to come out an strike,

“n this basie the Ellichpur T.C, held a party meeting on the 13th December, In that
meeting Com, Sudam waz of the apinlen that Ellichpur should alzo have one day or two days
strike and then withdraw the strike., The second trend was whieh advocated that from 15%h
Recanber the workers of Elliehpur as rer thelir noatize zhould zo on i contlimunus shrike for
their demands, Thare was a geetlon in this trend whieh said that if w2 go on strike let
theré be a eantinmuyis ane or elae let ue not have even ans day strike; cnd Tor this let a
comr e be sent to Nagour who should go and see the situstion re. the strile there and send
a telegram whether Pliichrur should have a astrike or net. The r:asen they gave was that even
if we have ome day strike there 1s boand to be repression, arrestg ate, So why ot have .
centinusis strike, Finally thils 11301 becase thd decisdon of the veeting,

18 per decision one coarade went to Nagmur Yot hils telegran instzad of reaching on
the 14th hy 5,30 reached on the 15th at 3 PH, Ry that time the s'rike had started, The strike
waw to have started on the 15th as per notlce, tut a new situ.tion Jeveloped an the 14th,

on the 14th Decerber am ueial the workers s=nt on work, The 7alice in ulter digregard
of the mley under the Taciories set (of course with the consent of.‘ the ’kx..a,;;cr - Bay, in
cgmmirw,« with the =araper) staried going Zrom Dept, te lept, atd begen te ask (by name)

for the militunt. workers und merbers of the managing commitice, The workerz ot infuriated,
at onee stopped work and narched in s demenstration on the ofiice of *he manaper and demanded
of hin edplunatien as to hew the police ot in, 8Scelng the mood of e workers the manager
come down and apnlogised tn the workers, latar the palice got oud ol the [actory gate, but
they cordoned off ilie gates Srom autadide, The workers who had hy then restaried work,
impediately struck 'mv'k again, ard conderning the management marched out; They marched
throughout the cit,? n a rrocession, plving vlov zns of conderming the repression and shout~
Ing Jai of the Ted Flag, Thus 1t war that in L.lhchm, the gtrive started as from the 14th
ligesmber,

Since the beginning af the strike Con, Sudam wes of the view that the strike should b
anconditionally withdrown, Fnt in that opindon of his not one member of the 7.0, lent
support; and so his viewpoint wis defeated, Like the ofher workers in the province we should
alse go on comtinuous strike that was the opinlen whieh prevailed in the Party =2eeting,

when

Hardly had 3-4 days elapseqd,, /uo':. Sucier axked Come Madhu Voidya, Jeint Jeey, Uirnt
Yandoor %ung)* Ellfehpur, to 1ell the workers to withdrie the strike unconditionally and
resune work I{»om the Zist, Thosc vho hxd not been arrested snd also these whe had soved
thenselves Irorm the clutc hrm of the 1"0_.1(0 all such corr des opposed this stan n.. Put desplte
their opposition, in utter dlsregard of it, Coc. Sudam withdrew bthe strike snd Madhu Veldya
wder Hs siencture put wp post.er's re, this withdr wal and evert announced in the mchallas
through "Bhongas" in the nuee of the ilvd Flag asking the workers to resune work, Three
days havirg passed alter the start of the strike, even at that stape Cow, Bulan vrote to
the &S00 that we are re nar'e‘ to withdraw the strike and that ze should be grinted permis—
sion mr & puhlic meatls Put the 500 did not reply to Gudam letter. Finally even without
a put:lie meeting, and ;it!*_n*z‘.. ascertaining the <Jemncratic verdict of the workers, even
in disregard of the opinien of the remaining militunt workers of the inion or of the
Party members whe were vet out, this decision was taken, In the so-called ueeting of the
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of ihe iocal workers which was held on the 19th, anly Sudam and Mudhu Veidya (Jt. Seey.
GeM. 8, ) vwhere the two responsible leaders who were present, The rest - £ to 1(, were

Just ordinary workers, ind hefore these o~iinary workers, by raising a boguy of the diarup-
tive activities of the INTUC Unien, the decirion Tor withdrawirg the stribe was taken,

But reither did Sudam bring it te the notice of these workers, nor does he himsall ssems

to have ta¥en noiec of it while doing all this, that the owners have vut up a notice re,
increased work-load and retrenchment right on the 16th, and that if we at this stege
withdraw the strike uncon-itionally what about owr £irsht agzinet incrcezsed workload and
retrenchrent ? Gr what about the arrested and U,G, workere 7 %nt congidering any of these
things this incoirrect decision of =ort, of mmothering of the gtrike wae ti-en,

is pear the direction of the lnion all the workers resuwmed on the 21ist lecember. There
the ownsr forced on tnem two looms, two sldes ele., z#nd the day =hilt workers even worked
ag rer that or 1-2 dayas., But the workers ol the night shift started resisting this attack
of the owners and started a sit down strike on the night #bhift, Thus {he lay shift workers
were alsg forced to start a etay in strike and refuse working of two looms two gides etc,
Thus & spontuneousr strike of both shiifts started in teth shifts, Despite all the efforts
of the munager when the workers refused to accept increased work-losd; »n the contrary when
they gave him a rebulf an the basls of theilr unlted strencth, then the osner declared an
indefinite lockout of the mills and alse started dismissing the workers en masse, The
notices of dismissals is still Lelng given, The rriends of the owrer {(Madanlal Chowlbari
and Bapusahib Leshmukh) and the IHTUC Undion, are trying to retruit fresh hands, but are not
succeeding. In this "holy work® tvhe manager is freely srending woney, but this very manager
on i Janusry while distributing wages for lecerber (sducted wazez of the worvers to the
extent of ihousands of rupees. In the present situation the workers as well as tho Unien
have both determined to conduet the strike till the last 1imit.v

(Then there is an appeal tor Dnds, (This letter has heen writhen after econgent of _
Madhu Valdya, Member Prov, Tex, Practimm), (35d/ Shanker 920 fadu,Secretary, T.C, Lilichpur)e)

But ennugh ! This repert written by 2 gomrades from Lllichpur needs no further comment
to show how the hardened reformist outlonk of some of the Amracti D,C, leaderg had made
them 1into atriie-~breakers,

In the ridst, of the strike, Amraoti D0 met to revier it (on 2nd and 3rd Jan), Here 1s
how the Amraocti NC generalised it exparience of the strike: "Ixnerience has proved, that
in the absence of organisatim, dezpite thelr dacontent, it 4s difficult to vring ithe
workera, who are terrorised by repression and paralysed hy the activities of the disruptors,
on to the iszld of bhattle, And zagmain, in the absence of creanization, one has te trailbehind
the apontaneous upswrye of the workera"!( iesolntion ot the arrioti L), Gomplete contempt
for the revelutionary upsurge of the rmasses, underestimation of its signiicance- such is the
assence of this ontlook, It is not the discontent »f the masses which in & revolutionary
period draws them again and again and in eveér—greater nuwher and militzney on to the field
of battle, ans whieh the C.P, is called upen at least to participate in. No ! Quite the
contrary ! It is "we" who drag them into the strugple, and are finding it 4ifficult to deo
gso taday for...they are 'terrorized' and 'paralysed! ! The guestion wrises sho is !Lervorised!
and 'paralysed' ! ? ls 1t the leadars of the Arranti D.C, or the mass of the workers © Should
not 'experience' have proved the Tarmer !

Firstly, to give un the strugrle, the morent some comrades are arreste?, and then dub
the massez are having been demoraliaed, -~ 1g 14 anpthing else thun relornlst sabotage, hiding
behind alanaers of the warking class ?

in the fepert of the Amraeti D.C, the following is saild, with regard to how Lhe strike
actuslly started:-

in
"G, of A, met at Ellickpur on 22th Howr, and called upen the workers to be/imrcadiness
for strusrle, Pt hy thet time Ruiler had already given notice of sbrike and we slse had
to ziwve call without sdequate preparation™ (emphasis theirs).

¥hy had Hwiker given the call Ffor atrilre ? Just becausze Thwag no longer psssible to
hold back the mounting upsurpe of the warking rlass, 1t 4t ig this which the comrndes
refuse to see, Thus when they repeat endlessly aboig "lack of preparation" it only reveals
their fear of this strugele, In a lether o the Aarasti 1,0, dated 26/12/48, Balram cowmenting
on the absolute neplisence of acitatisn throughnut theee months - had pointed out as “one,
amongst many morse asvwctg", that,

"I think, therelfors, that it won't do Tor ue to talk of "lack of preparedness! in general
and of "over estimation of o streasth® in penersl for such things do nol explain ae te
how these "lacka" eto, zre to be and ouprht 4o bave bheen removed.., .

serisumsness ahnnt agltotion in oprder to prepere the workers Por the same.The two are linked.

The hankrupt bamer of "lack of preparnilons”, which Balram and Shyam keld aleft te oppose
the 16th “arch strike and whieh with the first live contact with the .uiss novenent they had
long sinee abandoned, is now being flaunted by the leaders of the Amraotd D.C, for 1t is no

longer poasihle for them to use nther plesg lile apent-nrovocatenriam" and g0 on, The I'B
T Ay, ™
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repart "0n Tactical Line” has romarlted in this connection: "Firstly te make ne prepara~
tione and witheut preparation or ninimm org, measures bring the rasses Yo the point of
aetion and then in the name oF crecaraticn postpore actisn ~ la bet-ayal,™
Com. M,D, mxplains a1l thie setion by =aying that
nimeaotd D.C, 1s raced with the rrimury task of reorpanising the Party (ewphasis him)
withowt which nothing seemed poseible®, .

(8,0, 's rerly ter the P,0,5,) This ig rnot the Mrst time sueh a hogus plea wus put
forward, A strike—wave bursts owt in Angust, but the AMprzoti D,C, is tugy "recrganising”
14s¢lf and hag no time to pave 14s rose in it, Flece-rates ote, are being iniroduced but
once again Amraoti Y.V, is engaged in the tusk of 'reorganising'. And Jinally In Dee.,

it is onee agsin 'reorganising' iteclf. It ir clear that the mtless re—orgmnlsation

of the Farty, ia not understood ag having anything to do =itk the task of Jorgling the
Farty inte an efficisnt vanguard of the workinz class in Serar, with the task of

leading and arpanising the warking ~lasa straggles, I7 this srong widerstanding permeates
the antire Party in the Province (s we shall see later), st least in the case of the
ameaoti D.C, 4t has heen raised to the level of 2 speecinl theory to explain 411 opposi-
tion %o strugyles -nd masa actiong whether $n the working class or X!sans.

ne even hears Lhe echoes of Joshi's Pol-lrg, letter of dishonoured memory in the
argnments of the leaders of the Amraoti 0,0, {espsclaily in Gome, Sudam) viz, the talk about
vlagk of people's support” as a roeasm proapting the sdthdrawal of the strike in Wilichpur -
wl4ness, his talk with Keshav and Salram. Kedhu's repory to the testile fraction and the
resolntion of the Amrxoti 3,0, tho are the "people" whose support and sympathy we count
upen 7 - The petty bourgeoisie and kisans, whe are closely ldnked with Xliichiur workers,
Their ayapathy is Jortheosing, to the extent the working cliss boidly and walorsusly
fizhta the bourzeois poiicien, Mmly to thal «xtent, the vacillationg of the petty-bourgeois
are ovarcae sad they are won as our allies,

In thim period, as a result of the political and practical weaknesses of the Frov,
sraction leadership - the cansss of which are obvious, it has no doubt not suceeeded in
giving very =uch help and gnidance, For instence, the August resolntion on Textile, which
gthersize ontlines a correct Derspectlve wwd tactica, does not help in ehaaging the
practice of Berar courades, vesmuge 1t 41d not smaelyse thelr Lailure durdng sugust strike-
wave, S5inilarly thexm questions with regard %o the atsitude towards 'partial struggles!
and 'lack of preparation' were dealt with in genecal, in abstraet, amnd net in relation o
the practice being pursued at these cemtrea - even in the latest doeuvsents or discussions,
Eut when the D,C, instead of revriewing its ovm actions, passes o7 the hlame an the
Prov, "raction it is only misleading the ranks and hiding its own mistakes. Seh methods
cannnt, advance wark in Herar,

VII, Theese months saw Mg spontaneoms aericulturzl workers'! atrile both in Chhattls~
garh and Yerar, At one or two Plsces lile Sawangi and Uikhed, they bave been led by the
local eene des theré, as 'nartial atrugsles, ™t on the whole aks~lutelry nething hag
hayrened and there 1= complets deadloek, becsause ag vet the Party ban not cut the uusbilieal
chord shich tied 1t %o whe rich and rilile pessunte st both these vlases, even Yhough
formal.y it tulks now of organising the agricultural workers, (n Chhattisgurh there has
been hesitation in organising strugrle an the basts of the few villages where our vwork
pxtois with the imaginsry fear that “auch strucples may get sparhoed in fmolation”, It was am
an attituwie which ignared the extent of the widesyread discantent amongct agricultural
workars throughout Chhatiscarh, which wonld "e nnleashed by intensive agit:tlon and bold
leadership of strugiles, if only irn the villages which we ean arurcech, In Chandur the
Ferty cadree have anly been ased to lesal forme of activity - viz. meetings, rellies,
cvltursl shows ann corlerences, which do not seen te help in carrying Corward owr activity
in this perioed, Unaware of the crisis, which is matwuring amongst the Yiguns ond the dis-
cortart which is drawing the agricvitural laheurers end paor peasants towardes struggle,

they are unzalle therelore te andopt theaselves to newer and nilitent fomme e, i, sirikes,
demonghrations despite all han, forcitle osceupation and Righkk t111ing of land, and so on,
Thug reformist outinck hae lad to eamplete paralyszstion of this Crond,

In Q1 thig, the higgeet failing naturally has been that of the lesdership, whieh
urdertook no comerete malyels of the actual elass relations extating =nd developing in
the rural arvas, and the way in vhich the roonoric grtsie vie developing., Consesvwently
it ceuld give no leasd at all to the ¥isan Party reshers in the nrovince. The way forward
is opered by Lthe D docurent on the Ajricvlinral Sttuation, on the baris of which - hoth
in Berar and Chhatigrarh, the concrete class relationg hove to Ye understond, Jur activity
has to Lase iteelfl Tirmly -n the wursl -raletariat and roer peasanks, crganlsing the former
in {ts Inferendant clama orgamieatien =nd se on, dofnt the alozans of ahalition of samine
dary, nstionalisatien of Jard, snd lend o the tillers, the develaping sbiuziles have teo
be boldly led, .
Y111, In the la'lways, wnder the active puidance of the ¥ A, IR. Traction, the Party ’
has miacle some headway - bath in the menae of develaping 1ts work and preparing for the
strike, Zut there are undoubtedly lots of vacillations in many of the comrades warklug in
the railway - an attitude of unbecoming ranfie and hesitation, which if not combated will



beiray the ratlwsy strive. This Is aeen clsc in the case of lealing comrades amongst the .
Fostal workera at Nogpar and Juthulpore, fvon apard from these conardly vaedllations -
which tolay cep find no place in Yhe Farty, refamadst understonding ‘s plso to ke seen
in the hasitation to break with the ireacheroue reformlst lxadership [espeeciuliy n '
B.N.Rs; on the false groundz of ‘txseties'; in the wbsolite neglset Lo baldly organlse
nass strike commiivtees and Councils of jotion in Departasnts, stabions nd sorkshops, -
in the Tailure to tukg up the task of arganilsing sections vital Lo the strike, in the
neglect even te atilice the strike ballobt ete., as means Yo prepare the workers ior
strike (especislly though net sxclusively, in Jubbulporae). (learly, sany eamradas in the
rallvay and pastal warkers lack fuith in the passibllity of a3 strike. They de not realise
the sipmilicance of this striice and therefore do act want to direct all their activity
round the zlogan "iverything for the strike”,

. In the szeeepers sz well as oan the other T,U, fronts, there is a stalencts and
disintegration., The st itw’e of owr comrides - of not expasing the relormiats, of even
retroating bafore thelr attacks, of not acitating amongst the workers an their fundamental
demands, and of preparing them for strugele (Jempite for instance, « 7,0.C. resslution
to that effect on swsepers), is leading In smany cuces to sur asetually losing sround before
the reformigte. This i2 so for axample, in the sweepuers, elactric and Fostal workers in
Jubtulpore. In Nagpur simllar trsnd of waverisg hefors the attocks of INTU( gpents in the
sweepers, which has not yet Lween successfully contated, threatons the very existance of
the eweepers' ‘mion. The way reformism distorts and negates every slogan of sty les
can bhe aven from this cuotation froem the report of the Jubtulpors D.C, with regerd to
taszks ax on the sweepers' front,

“Sweevera (&) oee that the Jarwate .ward is implementen to the advantzge of sweepers
e.g8. in sueh a way that the sweepers gel their full arrears, boy ewveepers get the same
on the basis of equal pay for egqual work, etc." (Levort dated P7th Jan,)

The PLC resoiution had talked of rejecting the Sarwate iward, of preparing the
warkers to resist this atrocious awurd - the woret so fixr in our Frov, ard organise for a
struigle or the basls of living wage, Des. ecusl o shat the textile-worters get, no
retrenchuent ete, sduil the report of the Jubbulpare 3.0 talks of adapting the award te
the sweepers' advuntige |

The rootz of the entire stalemate in the T.U, front lie in the reforaist understand-
ing that the hourgeois terror ig all-powerful, that the working classg ig denoeralised and
cannot {ight it back, that the strugegle of any section will ve crushed and 84 OmM.
Wparience shows thal these progrostications are aot justilfied, For instamce, in HEP, the
eleclrie workers wnent on strike, tThey feariessly broke 144, demonstrated en masse, and 1CO
of them —~ almost the total complement went teo jail, The Railway-warkers came fmmeard in
gsolidarity action, Though the leadership gave thes counsals of caution and attempted %o
hold them baek, in the name of not precipitating any repression and making prepacrations
for the coming railway strike, Itrength of relormist influence can be seen vom this,
that even alter a practical demonetration of the workers!’ canaciﬁy to {ight, Sarju wrote
a review which actually criiicised the atrike since it did ne% coni’orm to the anti-
strugzle tactics of "hit and rn" propsunded in the 2encal Prov, Sectt, resslution, Lack
of volitical serionsnesa and an under-estination of the Tipght sgalast reformisu can be
seen fron this, that though the members of the 7.0, were net in agreswent “ith 3arju's

under the plea of 'me time! 4id not fight them out, did net eall Tarju to arder,

linable to see these rcformist mistekes, the Hagpur £.C, (in its report in Septeiber)
and the Jubbulpore U.C. even in ite latest report (27t¢h Jamuary ) - have characterised
the work on the I,V, front us teing "trziling Lehind spont.neity” und as fortl., This phrase
borrowed from the vushite vocabuliry has Lien many times used te hide sur refomist
anti-strugple tendency, by deerying the spontinecus initiative »f the [asses, It should
be clear that the diacase lies eoluewhere and it is theie it hias got to Le corbated,

K, in the students there has vuen no arar-ness of the renersl upsuryge, whleh hasg teen
gathering and exyressing iteelf on varisug issuers (e.;. the juestion of test exeminationg
in Klhar and so onj, Juel be€ause the slwidenis fulled to respind to the wall to obeerve
Hydersbad ay, anti-repregsion Lay, and to Lake up o position of direectly opposing the
policies of the bourpeoim Gevermment comranes conctuded that the studenis have eone
"non—political! that they cannot be roused into any action and so an,

£ situation develaped in Hagpur for instance, where every time comrades ould apply
for persdssion to hold a meeting, and then when it was refusad, tley weouid zit bueck
almost with reliaf snd execlatn - YWhat can we do 7 YWething.” Thus was all action abjured,
and anti-gtruggle tendeney took refuge tahind the plea - firsl prepare the gtudents om
students! demands, Juring the Cetaber Yorking Commitiee meeting of the F.&. ., these trends
were eriticised and the slopan giatmgxim piven to "arientate towards strugeles, taking
any issue that apitates the students”, But here again the wrong organisational lead of
"prepare for the conference”, actually served to divert all atiuntion from the task of
building struggles, %When the lathi charge on Rombay students teok place, majarity of the
Fr, members had to be given a mandute to call for a protest-strike and the erass
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expression of r Cormism were only subsvouently combated in a Pr, werting, The protest-
gtriveg on Sexbay lathi-~charge and Caleuilia Ciring (the seeond bigger than the first)
even though they were limited in extent, because of o praviomg organisational failings,
snd the fact that some of the comrales have nct vet troken sith roformism, showed clearly
hov .tremindously the growing upsurye in stulents wie heing under-estirated. ig a result
of these reformist deviatione, tre siuident zovenent hag heen in 4 state of stagnation,
despite gome show of activity it fes cemtres, .

XI. ‘he entire reformist wnderstunding of the Party lsadership wee domonstrated
clearly 4n its attitude to the guestlon of hanuorostr‘”e by Jail—comr des, The Tact
that the I'CC, even after getting intinution From the ’ailcd comrcdes slnce leng, did net
seriously tike vwp the aguestion or assess its politicel signiilcance, and ten days
before the strike was scheduied, decided on waking comrades to postpone 1t far o week, ~
reveals its ulter under-estination of strugelees in jall., Its maln pre-cccupntion was te
get the mnger-strike vostponed by a fortnight, on the grounds af tdnninb A campalgn
to sruate publie opinfon. Put when the H,5, actually sberted, absslutely nething was
done, except to moue extent in Nagpur, te popularlse the alruggle within jall, and to
rally suppert,

The Jutbulusre L,C, went to the axtent of giving a mandate Jor its withdrawal to the
Jailed comrades and addressed the telsyram 4o the enemy In the fight vis, the jaill
avthoritiezg, Iis action was a direet strike-breaking zctlon - as action of betrayal,

But the fact thet Jubbulpore L,C, artqally resorted Lo strile-breaking is rot just aecci-
dental., It 1s the direct remult - the crassest expression of the reformist wderstaadling,
which pervaded the FOC leadership, which »ight at the gtart was expressed in its deeision
of postponenent, and wuws later on seen in “ts *laply to the Jall comrudes” (by Balran) and
"Cirenlar on H.%," (By Ram) - both dvafted alter discussions in the PG, The "Raply”? does
not orenly tike an anti-strusszle athbitude, It even talks of "the signilicance of struggle
within jsil” and brands the action of Julbulpore Y., 28 "strike-t azk Ing", and of Um
Prakaah as "demertion in the siddle of struggle”, But by falling to sae the relornist
migtakea in the stand of the FOC mentinned above, by failing to take a self-eritieal
stand even alter the sharp note of the jailel eour:des (und on the contrary taking excep-
ticn to its "tone"), by restoring C.i'. who had 30ld the henowr of the Purty, o Farty
merbershin after a short perlod of suspeneion, it betrays its reformlst cbarcctcr. what
is left unaald in this reply, is to be seen ln thecircular® where hlding bekind the
Bengal Frov, Seett.'s "Hil and Bun” ai'falr,yas: the struggies within Jail are actually
berated, snd their sigu ficance under-cstimated !

Characteristics of the strength of reformien in some of the com~idas, iz the faet
that the Jubbuipere L,C, refused to recopnise its action as siriks_broaking - an cbvious
thing which requires no ficcwsent te prove it,

{II., But the height of reformism ~ itz utter rottenness, is reveaied on uestions of
orianisation, and on the attitude towards past mistakes, which the sewhers of the FOC
maintained during thia period,

lo erfort at self-eriticism i3 undertaken by the Ptu In fact, despite the atroeiously
reformist points hy Mote and J.J. #ith regard to 18th Fareh in thelr letiers, the FoC
in {ts "Hote om Yote and D,J." which {t circulated amonvqt the ranks preceding theip
exrulaion, "omitted" to answer them, as well as otlier wild allepstiong almed especially
st Kechav, Along with the POC stalemant their letiers oo were circuiated, while 4 note
by Keshav on the 15th “arch which toak a correct Bvubl, was si)ply forgnt.ten, In thia
entire pnrwvd, issues Cor political cantroversy are Joemelated for inner-farty discussion,
There 15 Leahav's note on the iSth Murch, There are the letters frem Jail-comrades, on
the ¢uecstion of munger-sirike, and sn action aguinst U.7. There is subseyuently the
ncte drated by Fechav alter the Farty Conference, All these documents athenpt o put Lfor-
vard a correct perapective on the ismuss ol iarty 1life. But the members of the I'CC net
orly do not cure to tuke serious note of these documents, they do unt even cilrculate them
amongst the Farty ranks or orgsnise discussions on them. Uit the centrery wrong and
unfounded criticisme are iadulged in against Keghav, anmraoti 4,0, goes to the extant
subseguently of even opyuosing the P2X's decision of czruulat;ng "eqh‘v'q note to the L,.GC,

An sbgeolutely oviertwmist and bourgeols reforilst stind ls teken abont halding Dis—

trict add Frovinclal Conferences, which ware not understond sis the reans to wnify the

Perdy polltichlly and to evolve a unified revolutionary lesadership, but as means to get
elacthsd comuittees, Lo secure a vote of confidenee from the ranks, @ silence all dis-
content amnngat them, It was importing bourgeols liveral ideas inside the rarty. The faet
thet In thelr justiftled dlsaatisfaction against the Party leadership, mejority of the ranks
demanied elections ete., ~ the right to express a demscratic verdict, camiobl Justify or
explain why the memhers of FU should have taken rscourse to stch anti-Yarty hourgeois~liber
methods, Tha [iasco of this understanding 1s to be seen in the rovincial Conference held
in Hovember, The tusk of the conference was preacixzely to revies the entire past understandin
and rractices, in the light of the New Thesis, to assess the role of cach nesher of the

FOC in the past, Tts task was to help the Party in this province Lo mike a sharp hraak
with the past, and to "clear the deck” for a revolutionary line in the followlng variod,

But such was not the intention or idea of the F(C when it cnnvened the Conference. rom the
start, they thought of only presenting an "organisational report,” i.e, a report uevnid of
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ary self-critical review of past practices, a non-poli#icul rapo*t - & PLPOT* ahieh
bypasscs all discussion =, and of holding the elections for a new Frovinsial Commitice,
The report drafted bv ¥V.D, and Ram, ater a peneral discussion inside ihe ™00 and
presented to the CaonTerence, as well as the etfre conducting of the conferonce roveals ®
the absence of pblitiral =srisusness Jn the w=r sombers, of the ., A Canfersnce is
canvened preceded by ng inner-tarty digcussisn on any Fél;-cri‘iCul report, « report is
presented, which had not heen even wJth;d by the FOC, 3 merbers of the FoC (Salram,
Azad and Asghav) - who had heen Polecacd ouly on tiw eve of the Ctonference) repudiate
this raport in their nntes and even agk the Corfercnce o reject it (the Jarmer 2 Leing
parties te the previous "fscueaion). Ard then the delegates ar< asked to elect a new POC,
Atout such acte, the FR hap rizhtly sedid, "Thincisnfornnce. dinue geisxpemeriefyintmonormens
S pulocomaxssoaner ezl my xmjv-quut, maiickhe dpiegaias pomutiele claoomer K uerei s inr s chadsd
sfxeeXorniamg Pl atnsther truz iy fartivnal prepidinemoarnient "This e nothing ehort of
raking fun of Party delepatss and an open annsuncerent of one's politiczl tankruptey®, The
Frovincial Conference thus gets converted into a meams to put a sezl on reformism, end
meny of the acvlegates, unable to see the pernicinis hold of reformigwm, fall into the trap
of factional prejudicern againmt Keshav, vho had sn 2 number of occaslons opposed the
reformist cutlook, ¥4tk the result, thet he 1s not elncted to the new FUC, A muber of FC
aembers naturally 3id ret aecept this verdict as belng correet, and mressed for Keshav's
co-option in the POL, though they did not ywt sge bhat by their previcus attitude they had
bean a nartv to all ’hir and that the tal¥ of co-~option then was not "'Wtiﬂt refaraism :
but actu111y bymasairg the "L%t. But =hat can one say about the attitude »f these uwxxaixix
members, lilke Sudar, Pam, 3,K. Deshpande ard sthers (.0, wae absent in this n‘»t;nr), who
losing &l sensge of nhjecf*"itv, apheld thisg VGrd{ct anl gren regavrded 1t &s the cordomna—
tien by the ranta of Xeshav's pblitics ? ' .
A trpically anti-wor¥ing ¢lasg attitude ls wlss geen in holding te uOdhlﬁ“Stxﬂdd d@
while jJudpging v~*kﬁnr claas and »lddlie class comrades, For instsnce, while Ataji and 3 te
are expelled for their dishan-urable arts, VP, who was guilty of no less a erime iz mestored
to merwhershin after a perlsd »f suspension, %
In the case of die-ha~l reoformists, we even sce the emersrsnce of dfsruptive tendeongles —
witness, the reply of ¥.D, and Amrsoti 2.C.; teo Fql" we's leyt or,in which instead of snalysing
their own mistakes, fbvv +"rn Bact and at Lack the Practien, and ¥,0, ralaes the juestion
of so~eallad "hrealthy 1*¢e" ? Mhat doea N,U, nmean T He obviously means an inner-tarty
truce, With the inteneilic tion of the class atrugsle outnide, it was inevitable, that
some comradss’ for all thnir nlstokes would wers snd more from experisnce, puriae the struggle
inside the Farty tos, Nut MY, 3g "indignant” (bis swn word), if the atruggle at least beging
to take . sharp forn, He expresses apprehiension thatl, "may bhe, you intuna Lo collsct
mabarial Jor znother docuwunt probekl; o relormlst deviation®. In sther words, W9, would
like the Farty o remelin ,uhﬁ in reformisn, aveid all serious inmer-Party “ﬁrvursluns, and -
instead indnlge in the 524 disruntive hablt pursued hitherto of reducing everything to the
plane of nem~political sqwadblea.

Reformism “n matterg of org. is .lso seen in the criminally loose state in whlch the
Party's Vech, {8 ta be found all over the provines, All ueeh, rules »f fuwnetisning are
disregaried, No teeh, a;paratus exlsts, ALl this beirays a non-political underestimation
of the elars enemy, vho any day misht arvest the functlonaries und paraiyse the larty of the
working cl;,.. Simdlarly coneppiiens of¥fwmeralomeercxx "formal demoeraey™ are zlso exposing
the Party and *tr cadres to . reat risks,

Thug, roferism permeates “he funetioning of the C.7. .G, te date., Die-hard reformists,
whe orpese 211 strugrles, in the name of "lack of preparation”, "saving cadres®, ate, whe
hide behind slanders of the working-claas as being "terrorised"; “demoraliced" or "huckward®,
who are blind tn the revolution.ry upsurge of the wasses and lack of faith in the working
class, constitnte the —ajority of the I'C, They completely nesoté® the Farty Theeis in daily
practice, while acrepting 1t in words. The resl display veclilationz, and esreeizlly on the
questions of organfsation, caritulate Lo reformliss, IO the X has falled to zive any
positive lead #3411 taday, as the rarks aexuinely point bty it iz because of thip Inherent
character of tha I'0C,

The strugple against reformism within the Farty of the working clases 18 an essential
and inseparahle nart of the strugple for Lhe hagewony of Lhe proletariat in the Peorle's
vemoeratic itevoivtion, and rmst be as ruthlessly conducled, a clean break with the
reformist. »ast, an en) to the vacillabing «nd comprosleing «ftitude of these, whe o therwise
on many speeific icasuee sdvocate a correct line, is an ersential condition in pursuing this
striyple,

ke now conelude the report. IV is by no ceans exkaustive nor o fuli reviex of a1l our
gork, Tut it 1t70npt* to p;* the finger on relcrpisw, If today we have bean ifnrced Lo come
forward, snd in sharp ond oven angry werds, arrain our past and the role playasd therein by
each, 1t is becanse we rust "o draw the Party to Lhe revelutionary iine put Corward in the
Polities]l Thegis, and further enrished %y the /B in its latest cocwsents, How wany years
have bean wasted, how many struggles of the Loiling rasses have been betrayed just because of
the hald of reformiam on our Farty ! “e must now do away with this heritage.
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For this the followling are essential tasks:-

1. Renove from the TOC and from all other cormittees, all thoge who are die-
hard reformists, Reorginise it inte a smaller body of 7, as directed by the 7B, sc that
it ean function under conditions of 1llemality. Those who serisusly accept criticism
or at least make aeriosus efforts to understand it, can alone find 4 place in any lead~
ing Party Committce, »

2. Iesue clear directives about leading the railway strike. There must be ne
guestion of local withdrawals by the comrade there, whatever the situation, unless on
an all-India plane or on all-railway plane, the ‘arty itself withdraws the strike,

Every effort must be directed towards organising and conducting strike, allowing full
initiative to the masses and consclously striving to take it to higher forms of

struggle immediately. Constitute small Party committees at all points of struggle of the
railway workers, keeping out all vacillators, and entrusted with the task of guiding
the strike constantly. Look to the Fostal strike at Nagpur and Jubbulpore.

3. Start serinsus Party education on the 3 documents, und on the self-critical
review, in order to enrich underatunding of the Party line, and to cast off the tmead
load »f reformisk past in our practice, FPCH's directly to cowluet this., Combat those
who pretend that becanse of "practiecal pre-oceupation® this should be postponed.
Zducation can and rmust proceed, even with strupggles on - including railway strike,

4, Go forward to wducate and bring inside the Party and in key positions, proletapimn
cadre -~ on the basis of Communist Manitesto, Party Thesis and Histery of <rPSU(B) .

5. Henceforward insist that there shall be no D.U, members who waver in the face
of strugrles, and vho has not studied at least the above 3 Marxist works, together with
Stalin's leninism, No PCH who wavers before struggles and has not studied all the
above, together with lenin's Selected Works, all Cominform and dew Times Journals.

e

8. Purge the Party of confirmed reformists, cowards and unreliable elements,
Organlse tech, apnaratus,

7. Henceforward review all strugples, objectively and honestly estimate any mistake
and their roots and the way to eliminate them,

8. In the light of the PB report on agr. situation analyse the class relations in
this provinece, and boidly organise and lead all strugyles of the agricultural workers
and poor peasants organising them inte their class organisstions,

Through all this build a real proletarian Farty, vroletarianising its composition,
and Bolsheviging its leadership, Such was the call given to us by Com. BTR at the
Party Congress,

becretary.
10th Febf'uary, 1949. CO}UFOCO
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I am.of the view that the following points be included in this reporti-

4, Regarding some facts.

1) The Report while dealing with the Hnger-strike question only mentions that a
strong note was sent by jall comrades, but does not give more detalls, The details are as
unders - .

About the “th Cctober, 1848, corrades Keshav, P,F, Thakur and Yushtuque sznt a note
to the FOC eriticising the lettar for its whole attitude and conduct of the hunger-strike
(detailed swmmary of this note separately attached), This note characterised that the
FOC has been gullty of terribly underestimsting this strug le; that in deciding for post-
ponement of the date ‘or !unger-strike and also in not raking serious efforts to convey
the same inside {t displayed unpardonable btureaucratic and irresponsible attitude, and
that finally in sending mancatory instructions for calling off the strike, it displayed
unbecoming panic and has been guilty of a gross betrayal of this struggle (almost the very
points which NOW this report has noted),

In a cell meeting held in Jall on 30th Septr, 1948, O,F, was suspended for his gross
betrsyal in midst of hattle, and it was decided to {orward the decigion to the PCC with
a request that the FOC suspernds him for an indefinite period and that his case to be re—
viewed only 3f i) he accepts his mistake and 1i) proves his benalides in sone struggle,
Despite this recomrendation of the cell the PPOC declded tn restare him to membership,
:ithout even stipulating that he should [{irst admit his mistake. (In "Cn letters from

ail" ), :

The POC in 1ts zeeting of 15th October,'48, considered thig note and adeopted 3 reso-
lution-cum-report entitled on "Letters from Jail" {7am and Balram) and ancther cirecular
(Ram), rejecting the criticiam made by the jail comrades,

Thes: documents reached the jalled comrades about the 23th October,1848, and on 30th
October, 1948, those comrades sent their replies, On a joint note of Xeshav, F.K. and
Musiitaque in reply to "letters from Jail", these comrades reiterated the critifism (except
in respect of telegram which wus not decided by POC), Replying to the reprimand re, the
tone and a vroach of thelir note these comradds sharply criticised the POC for displaying
a very unhealthy attitude to eriticiem,

On the circular "Cn Fjght for privileges® comrade »eshav and V.K. sent admost identical
notes taking exception to it specially attacking the advice terxiered i.e., "hit amd run” ete,
and also re, the various restrictions placed (e.g. not "till death" but endurance etc, )
and concluded that the circular 4is a niece of advice of despair and 1ssues such instructions
ang pute such restrictions as almost make all struggle impoasible and foredoomed te
failure.

After his rélease Com, Keshav sent further criticism of this c¢ircular and later sub-
mitted a note on this circular eriticising it as a crass reformist document which “"slows
dewn” strugples and almost amounts to reminciation of strugile on this sector {(detailed
sunmary attached),

It is necessary to take nnte of these because it will show that the FOC despite the
correct and sharp criticism by these comrades not only does not seli-critically review its
ovn mistikes but in its resolution "on letters from Jail" actually repudiates all this
criticimm and even administers a rebuff to the Jail comrades for adopting such a "tone" und
"approach”, a thing which further helshtins the error committed.

B) le., the Party Corference: In the August meeting of the 70U a resnlution is adopted
which says that the Conferecnce be called to adopt an "oreanisatisnal revort” and elect a
new FOC, Later on in the 15th Oct, to 22nd Oet, meeting the POC dizcusses what should be in
the repoart and awthorises Ram and Yadav to draft 1t and further deciies that the same draft
be circulated, The report very likely pot ready by 25th Oct, and reached the D.C,'s by end
of Cctober, In 3-4 days the entire diascussion was completed and the conference was held on
6th and 7th November, 411l this time table was alsec with the consent of the P0C, Moreover
the Conferenc: was to be reld ovenly in a H all, which meant that almost all leading
cormr:des (being U,G, ) obviously could rnot attend, This too was decided in the POC meeting.

Therefore while reviewing the Conferenca it is not enough to take note only of the
report presented, but also the entire conduect of it namely how it was conceived, hor organi.
sed, ete, that harrened at the conference, inevitably follows from all this.

After the Uonference Com, Keoshav submitted a note wherein amongst other things he
criticised this whole thing as importing bouri-ols liberal ideas inside the Farty.

In the FOC meeting held an the 30th November some comrades rroposed that Kesha v e
ce-opted to the PAC, Since voling was 616, it wae decided to circulate the 'roposal to the
0.C.'s. fhen comrade Leshav war informed of this decision he onnosed 1t, and demanded of
the 70C his right to circulate to the D,C,'s the reasons for his opposition., llis view was
that this proposal of co—option amounts to an effort to byepass discussion on the points
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raleed in his note; and further thut in case there is full discussion on these points and
gsore conciusl-ns are arrived at then why should it be a question of hias inclusion aloene,
it should also be a question of mome comrades exclusion from the POC,

It ie necessary to take note of these facts because ihcy ciearly indicate the stond
and attitude taken by variocus members on matters of organisation,

These are as far as facta go which need have been taken note of for they cnakle us ts
draw certain conclusions.

C) Regarding some specific mistukes.

1) The report only mentions that FKeshav's note on 16th ilarch strike, ar on hunger-
strike, on the latest general note etc, are not €irculated,

That 1 think it does not fully cover the serious nature of nmistakes cammltied in
thie regard, for these instances reveal how not only no self-criticiam is undertiken but
even when lssues are raised, i{rner-Farty discussion on them ia avoided and even suppressed,
I w111 explain how,

In the April meeting of the FOC there were sharp differences »n tha question of 16th
March strike, Thercfore no resolution on it wis adopted; and it was decided that this
question be thrown open for inner-iarty discussion, Com, Mote who led the opnosition to this
call was asked to draft his note and Com. Keshav too was al¥ed to draft his note and it was
decided that both these together with the opinion of other members be circulated and inner-
Party discuseion be orpanised, Accordingly Keshav submitted his note by EBER a:ril and Hote
also sent in his lettcr to the G.S, C,C., C./.1, (instead of his nromised note),

liespite however, the decision of this meeting, Xeshav's note on 16th Harch is not even
circulated, leave apart the quastion of organising discussion. Hot simply that,

In June the FOC cireulated the letters of D,.Jd, and Hote, together sith a PCC note on
them (Ram and Balram). In this note again mention is made of the faet that iete opposed
the 16th March call and termed it as "economiem”, Then it is stated that majerity of
merbers were also opposed to the call ete, that 1t was decided to clirculate the pointr of
view etc, It ig clear that these comrades who drafted this note were guite aware of the
decision re, circulatlon; as a4 matter of fact the letier of late which they were cir-
cnlating was the ore he wrote re, the same issue, Yet they did not think it necessary
to circulate XESEAV's note even at that stage. Instead what 1s £:1d ta the comrades Is only
this “majority of the PC members were ovnesed to this call”,

Similar is the case re, hmger Strike doeurents., Com, Keshav, P.K, and Mushtsiue had
asent a strong note to the Y0C eritiecising 4t rerarding its conduct of the hunger sirike
(as referred te earlier), These comrades demanded that copiles of their note be made
available #» at least to the U.C.'s and ALT) Thit cony of the same be faorwarded Lo the PB.
This reached the P0C ofice by abont 12th Gct. Put the FOC does neither, It does not even
forward a copy of it to the B despite the fact that in between Ther: were 2-3 occasions
for the same and some other material was sent. Mere, It does not cireulate this note to the
B.C,'s also, What 1t does instead 1s that & reply is yrepared to this note and that reply
narely "on letters from jall" is cireulated To the 0,C,'s,

These inatances clearly show that criticism and inner-Party discussion is sought to
be avoided amd guppressed; and a contr%gz reformist understanding is given to the ranks,
This really amounts to a nisuse leading Party pesitions =nd Party committees for con-
tinuing a refermist line and rractice, This shoild definiitely have besn taken note of in
the rcport,

11, Yot unconnected with the same is the specific attitude taken to Xleshav, lot of wreng
and unfounded criticisms are levelled on him, Here are the instunces ~

a) Augnst reselution of POC on Keshav (Balram)

b} FOC repoert presented to the Conference (Ram und Yadav). The ismues contained in these
I have dealt with in my note of November,18348,

¢) U,J, and Note in thelr letters made wild and baseless and malicious allegations
against XFSHAV, The P7C in 1ts note does not even ansmer them, leave apart the question of
taking them to task for indnlging in such a practice against a responsitle comirade and POC
narbex,

d; The Hagpor N.C, in 1ta Party letter issued on Mohite's desertisn explains his
desertions by the fact that a reformist tersonal relation was kept with hin as illustrated

in D,C, granting him Rs,20/- per month aw aid; or his teing given the F.A. agency etc.Apart

from this exrlanation is so non-political that 1t does not explain why many other comrades
deflected etc, the r.l), comes to the conclusion that for his mistaké ulso von, KESEAV was
primarily responsitle and so on,

@) How far this tendeney seems to have gone is reflected by yet another instunce.after
0.F. had been sngpended by the Jail all for having deserted in the milst of Battle, O,F,
wrate a letier to the +0OC making many wrong Laseless and amlicious allegations against
KESHEAV, This letter be sent without showing to anyone of us, The I'OC {n its "on letters f =
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Jailn takes note of these complaints. Though of course it smays that VOC suspends judgment
on these t8ll an explanticn 1is received etc, but xlso adds that if such things are done
they are a serious matter ete,

0.P's lettor comes back to us in jail on the 22th Jctober. 411 the points ralsed by
him are discucsed und a reply is sent plving complete facta and which 1s {estililed by ¥.K,
and Mashtaque and which on 95% of the pointa is testified by O3,F, 2150 as correct, KESHAV
F.E. and Fushtaque unanipously come to the conclnusion that not only are 0,¥'s charges
baseless but they are also dishonest and x malicions., This reply is sent vack on the 30th
reaches the FCC by the 5th November,

It wonld naturally be expected that if neople like O.F, to cover their betrayal
indulge in such practice the PCC was certainly to tike him to task, More so since in its
earlier note POC had already taken so merious a note of the complaints, It was further
expeckod that the TOC wonld circulate its decision on this question seo as to remove what-
ever impression comrades had formed regarding ne on reading the earlier note, ot to do this
would mean giving a free reign to the disruptors inside the Varty.

But it seems all was not well with the "serisusness" of the "0C comrades as is wade
out ‘n the resalution "on lettera from Jail", Bechuse after .y reply ls received, which
reply is properly testified as entirely correct by T.¥, and Mushtaque and even by 2,F. on
95% of the points, the P(C in its meeting of 29th November onwards dnes not even consider it,

A)1l these instances could not he jJust accidental. They show an attitude of running
down a comrade who attacks or criticises the reformism of the PCC memberas, it is in reality
an attitude tinged with factionaliam,

From this follows that the reference to the dele:zates being moved by factlonal prejudices
etc, and not electing KLGHAV, az made in the report does not fully naill down the thing
tecanse for this action .of the delegatee the whole set of criticisms emanating from the
Pl 1teelf are prisarily responsible.

It is necessary that this tee ahould have been taken note »f in the report.

Viow I come to the last part of the report,

dhile concluding the report a ormulation has been made re, the character of the P20
nzmely dle-hard reformista who oppose every strugile vtc, dominate and the rest while
correctly reacting to apeciric iseues compromise with them specially on organisational
questions, I think this leaves out of account the role I have plaved in this veriod. Briefly
speaking what 1s the position.

i) After the ¥, Congress there have been two major is-usa on which the 7OC has been
shar;ly divided, when formulations and counter=I'ormulaticng have heen made etr, numely the.
16th ¥arch strike and the hunger strike, ”n both these issues almast the entire POC
(excepting Joshi on the question of 1€th March) have taken an attitude of crass reformism
narmely of opposing these struggles, ™ both these fssues I have taken a firm stand for
strugele and have stood against the formnlations of the rest, figbting for my stand,

11) In some other mattera too say like outlining the tasks in the coming period
in A'ril meeting of the "7C, I put across a point of view of coming bowrgeois offensive
and perspective and need for oreparing to resist the same,

143) Tt is true that on the PTUC question or the question of my arrest in the earlier
I too have committed mistakes, but so have many others too, and of course I am certainly
respongitle for them,

iv) after my release, I in my note submitted to the #0C in November 1948 1 have mude
some major points dealing with our Party life nanelys-

a) on the hasis of the understanding that one main Fnl., task after the Congress (Caleutta)
iz to fight relormisme in the Party I have nmade an analysis of the Party's practice since
the May,47 meetiny of the FOC and despite its obvious limitatiens i think I have correctly
lald the fincer an the main dieeuse namely of opposing struggles., of not revaring for it
and of ramnicky withdrawals if struggles do break out,

b) On the hasis of the same understanding I have tried to politically analyss and
characterise the politice of D,J, snd Mote and here again I feel I have been generally on
right rails.

¢) Lustly 1 have raised all these issues for inner~Party discussion and for correction
of these mistakes. How far =y attitude was serious and sharp can be gauged from the faet that
I opposec the suggeation af my inclusion on the ground that this will amownt to hyepassing tie
issues raised and Curther straipght raiasing the cueation af the exclusion of some other
corradas,

In the general prevalent atmosphere in the Province and the lack of clarity these acta
do indicate a certain consistent attitude, Moreover it has alsm to he noted that on no question
of struggle or movemsnt have I even been guilty of taking an oppositional attitude after the
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Congress {and this has certain amount of continuity frem my attiindes and stand of
the pre-Congrecs neriod),

Notwithstanding the faet that I too have been guilty of certain mistakes as referresd
to above, as also the fact I have been unable to formulate things sharply and clearly
gometimes I do feel that I could not be included - in the second category made in the
formulation of the report. I therefore feel that note be Luken of all these «nd
zrention be made in the-repori.

I had raised all these points before comrades Balram and Azad but when thay did not
agree I decided to send these as a separate note,

In the discussion held on this report I raised {hese points and informed the
comrades, that I am going to ralse them in a smeparate note; to enable ‘hem Lo controvert
the facts of comrent on then if they so desire.

Hence this note.

During discuasions Com, Azad suggested that these points may even be drorped becouse
if they are raised in this form probably it will give the Farty ranks a different idea,
Balram alse was of the view that thase points need not be incorporated in the report.

His vier was that all the facta in relation to the controvaraies and stands have been
taken note of and heyond that 1f any snecial mention is to be made that would amount
to sort of claiming a "certificate”., He was of the view that no distinetion can be
xx¥r Arasn hetiween me and the other comrades of the second cateanry.

Since I was not zonvinced hy thedge remarks I have decided to forward this note to
the FB. I have only to add that 1f real self-eriticism has to be wade that implies
not only nailing down who has committed what type of mistikes, but 1l57 as to who have
talen a correct positien, if not entirely or least on the whole and ther«fore a diatine-
tion such as 1 have claimed need be drawn.

¥oreover the other two organisational mistakes nagely »f supression of controveray
and eriticism and even of running down a comrade, are very serious things und need
definitely be sharply nailed dosn together with those who are responsible for it,

Kot to do so would amount to =aking the gelf-criticism formal and its ancceptance
only hulf-heartecd.

I hope the B in its resolution will proeperly assess these points 1 have wriften,
All relevant cdocumenta are also being farwarded; some of the documents have been lost.
I am nmaking & gummary of them by memory and after showing them to the comrades who had
seen the ariginal ones, am forwarding the sase for ryour infermation,

XiSHaV,



. " c.e Qs g .

- ] : - o

A SHORT SUMMARY OF THE POINTS RalSil BY VARIOUS COMALNES, IN THE DISCULSION HELD ON C*
THE STIP-CAITICAL REPQIT OF THR C.F.P.C, '\
L

\_‘.

(Reproduced from memory, by Balram).
Group 1

The first grouy was attendsd by the followlig comrades:- lam, ohyam, soshi, Hashi,
Shanti, Chaitco; Anad, Kashav, Kamal, and Balram,

In an initial meeting, Balram {irst of all mentioned the briefl background to the pre-
proration of the Revort, afier the discussions, with the 'B on the % PE documemts, and with
certain sugpestione from the M3, Keshav prapared a rough outline., This oatline was skR
discussed by him, Balram and Azad, and the PP appreved it, as a basls, for vreparing the
report, m return, Balram them prepared the report, Thls was discussed, umended and approved
by the 3 comrades - Azad, heshav snd Balram, so that now 1t was being placed before the ¥C,
on behalf of a drafting committee of all these 3 comrades,

Following are the cormentg made by the varions comrades:-—

Joghit

The report doez not give a comnlete picinre of how the workine—class and other sections
of the peonle from stage to stare have reacted, what have Lieen their problems and the situa-
tion amongst them, and in relation to thls what the Carty leadership, as well as the Party
as a whole, have done, It only deals with some antiviiies, attitudes, wnderstanding, of only
the 7.0,C, members, from stage to stage. It doea not even deal with the mistakes and devia-
tions of the District Cormittoes. It is not true, as mentiocned in the report, that the
Jubbulpore 01,0, does not yet aceept the criticlsm of its stand with regard to the hunger=-
strike,

Hashis
Agree with Joghl, above, But nany rore poinis are oniitted in the reperi, of which
mention must be made, :

For Iinstance, ‘n Jubhulpore, we have been scveing the collapse of a number of unions
led by us previousdy - Gun Carriage Fac ory, 506, ulectric %Yorkers, The YL was aware of
this. Why has it not been able to explain this phencmencn and point the way ont 7 (an't
understond it even now, from this pressnt repert.

The report méntions of wmsny executives heing "reformist—dmminated", But vhy se ? Iecausg
when we organlese wninns, we always include high—gkililed and supervisory stafl-wallas, on the
understanding that they can influence and lead the mass of ungkilled workers, ihe result ls
that whenever a strugysle 1s imminent, thesze veorle back ovt snd leave the workers In the
lurch. That 1= what haprened o some unions in Ju hulpere,

The report unalvses textile in detall. Fut it dses not deal adequately with the railway-

front,
¥any facts have not been taken note of, nr are vrongly stated, Par instance, Jubbul ore

D.C, has from the ontset recarded the call of 16th dareh strile as 00”“PPt It forwardea this
opinion to the PQC tno, “hy is it, that the contributions of variens D.C.'s are not montion-
ed in the report ? besides, in Jubbulpore itself, xhzxvztﬁﬁt5:!hlku!nlptl:tﬁx:xruamtullnaz
thixe it is Cov, P.E. Thalur who has always teken an anti-gstrugile line. Throughout, Thakur
orposed strugiles on the plea, that if we strike, o militants will be dismissed, and then
the unione will go out of osur hamds, It is known, that even without strikes, our militants
were victimised and the unions waere lost, at any rate,

The report tries to glve the impression, as if Keshav was z2lways right, This is not se,

Shyam1

t seems that an attempt was made to prepare the report in the background of the PE
report on "Strategy and lactics". But this has been done, only te some extent, with regard
to textile, swuepers and students., However, about such other important aspects of Party
work, viz. railway, PTUC, political agitation, the report has Jailed to snalyse our puast
fully. Take an instance, about, the ract with lwlker -which Keshav rade, in February beginn-
ing (1948). bechuv completely failed to see the rishi corner in which Rutkar was, and that
made him talk about a Fact and so on. Then to talk absut restricting critiel=m within
committees or eorining it to a so—~called "sober plane®, is a way of toning desmn the Jight
against the reformicts, All these mistakes, as well a= the neslect of erposing the workers!
united frent, which has a connection with the seosition at present of the #TUC, must also be
nailed down,

Similarly, the report should nail down the nesleet of political apgitation, on sueh vital
issues like "Sapgulia Noharashtra®"; the tendency of escaping all responsibflities, which
ilam, while being the PCS, cont*nuallv van*fec+ed- the resignation of Hughi {rom the Jubbulpom
DCy which wzs aetually an escape from work, and whieh he later om, exenladned awiay, by saying
that it was dwe te his diffevence with the then refomist policy of the farty.

The ronort should alse point owt, how in the cmrse of working amongst various sections
the Party grew, and .lso nention some of the positive nchievwments. It should also eritically
analyse the mistakes of the 1,C.'s, Yor instance, in Itarsi, we have uptil now completely
neglected the tusk of political education, of building any Farty cadres, In this counectlon,

oy responsibility for the mistake should bte nailed down,
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Shantis

i Tre report ioes not give a picture of our provinece, unlike the "D document,
#hile pages after vagss are devoled te textiles, such an important matier as the

railways, is dealt with in a small seetion of 2 or § paras. That means the "0C 1s not

taking the rallways seriously,

The nist.ves and deviations of every district commpities are not analysed, wnless .
this is done, we won't understend, what exact nmistakes we commiited or the other LCis
cormitted, and hencd how to correct them, Take an instance, Some months sgo, we had &
strike in the loco at Itarsi, The authorlities did not even dare to take any action, or teo
launeh prosecution, But then we ‘e £t the satter at that and alloved the tzmpo to £al1l with
the result that suldenly after some months, the authorities started charge-shoete and
prosecution and we could not then mobilise even a handful of workers against that, Such*
migtakes are common, The repsrt should in detail point bt the mistakes ol every U.C, In
Itaral, also, the task of political education has heen forgotiten, so uha} even ghough ouy
influence is good, if 2 of us get arrested, I fear that matters may go pwt., atiention
should te drasn to such nistakes too,

I must slso remind that before the 16th Xarch, I had sccasion to have a serious
quarrel with Feechav, who advised us not to bring ghout a strike in ruilxays, I d;ffered
from this instructien of keeping the railway workers out of any general strike. Hote should
be taken of this reformist mistake toe, in his case,

Chaltoo!
This is not a real report, since 1% gives no continuous narration of how we worked
in this entire period,

The mistakea that we comuitted hefore the Party Congress, were only a part ef the
Feneral refomlst polley of the entire Party, e should therefore distinguish these ris-
takes, from those which we committed after the Party Congress.

The report dess pot peint out ocur tasks today on cach front, Fhat mst we do ?

It gives a pleture as if Keshav was {ighting re’ormism, This is not true. Even though
wany of us have on an iasue ~ here or thore, reacted against the old reformlst deviation,
sti1ll in general, we are all responsitle Tor our migtekes.

Famals

Some =erious omissions are there in the report. There 1ls no mention _or instapce,
of the policy pursued by us, before the Party Congress, towards the Chhatisgarh states,
I waz asked to work in the State vongress and so on,

Besides, Raipur 2C, displayed lots of localism, in its allecation of cadies to other
centres outside Raipur, Nugvur and Jutbulpore oC did not properly look after thelt trade
wdon wery, In generzl, our wark in the trade unilons have been such that individual
comredes have becose leaders. Vhen they lave got arrested, the unlons have collapsed, as
in Sondia after Om Pr kash's srrest,

All these sho:ld be Incorporated,

Ram!

After the btrilliant way in »hich the 7B document has wravelled the reformist sis-
taker which persist in owr work,; we mist make an objective analysis »f owr past, I must
confese, that I am now able to see lots of nistakes, that we commiited before, The self-
eriticzl report, in zome measure, does this job, But certain things in it are highly
misleading and unobjective, It zives an impression that there were some of us who were
fighting against reformism, If this revort is rot to err, in bhe way the previous report
presented to the Provincial Conference 4id, and ams the PN has pointed ent, then it mist
nst be unobjective,

The report correctly points to ¥,D.'s anti-strugple stand during the sweepers' strike
(Marech~April 1947,, But the 5 FOC members, who were in jail then. newrly held similar
views, as far as I can recollect, in their informal talks, though not having any reports,
they committed themselves to no stand, Hone of us then had read PCJI's Pol-Org, letter, ¥We
had not even received it, 2ut our reactione were similar, n the matter of release of our
comrades, myself and Keshav had talks with PCJ at Fombay, and we took the line of taking a
deputation and presenting a memo to the Ninistry,

It is said that I was opposed to Sule's being called here. Firstly, do not bracket me
with Sudam, I do not know what was his stand, But my stand was against “eshav's poliey at
that time of counterposing tole teo Ruiker, as a "better and bipper advocate", and a bypassing
of the task of agitation amongst the mass of the workers, agalnst luikert's vetraying
policy bhelore the Court, I said, let Keshav himself put the case in the Court, and back it
up with egitation outside, In the I'nul .nalysis, it is we who have to smash Ruiker, Henca
why get Jule 7 What is there swrprising in Feshav having formulated the demsinds on living
wage, fuil ba ete, -~ on a fundamental plane 7 Tas any one or could any one, conrected
practicaily with the front, dave done otherwise,

In our talks and reactions, «any of us have reacted correctly, But even those vhe say
that their wnderstanding about practical tesks was correct, what has been their praciice 7
Teke, textiles, Lven today, mohalla work is at a2 eteandstill, It is supposed to be going
roand and chatting te individuals, it least that is how I find comrades understand %,
itecently I saw that we could notf, even rally half a dozen to a UTWC meeting., Do not forget
the mistikes in your practice.
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I did not oppose the 18th March strike as "vanguardist” or "economist”, I suid, we
haye Just had the Party Congressz. Ve had decided o hold s Provineial Conferonce after
this to resolve our Imer-Party crisis, ind so, we should not strike nows, Besides, what
preparationsg were rade Tor this atrike ?

Algo, let rme point aut that, he”are the 16th Mareh strike an' afte- Eesh: ’
maintained that he shomld of fer %imself for arreet, That womld intensify iﬁé sgiiiz, he
sald, Firstly, to reslect prevarations and then talk of Imtensi fring strdle through court-
ing arrest - im this not "petty bourgeois revelutiontam” ? wWhy o%ﬁtuvnntioning these 7

(Ram then pointe” to a number of inaccuracies In the report, with rezard to facts,

These being veri’ied to Le incorrect, Balram apreed to delete them from the report,.
Continuing Ram satd:-

It is not a question of being anti-working class, as the report says, with regard
to the difference in attitude while taking disciplinary action against Om Prikash or
Abaji and Mohite., I think the fact is, that in the matter of talking setion, we lLave
been always loose and neglectful. That was o reformism in relation to organisation,

Abn~ut the loose state of tech,, narticular mention should be made of Balram, who
has been the most carsless in this respect,

Ag to rest, I think Shanti 1s right, %e must review the work of the D.C,'s too like
this, And rzilway should be more fully dealt with, Shy not also begin the report from
the post-election period, instead of from May 1947 7

Eeshavt

vomradeg say that they see no "ricture™, ia hae keen pointed out ance, this is
not a political-organisational repert, tut a szelf-critical report.

Same have sald that it only deals with the activities »f PCHs, They do not sce the
zain point, Here are serious and shocking mistakes being committed by the Provincial
lsadership iteelf, which is leading to a liaumidation »f the Party itself, Unless they am
seen and eliminalsd, can the Party hope to fulf4l fts tasks ? Mo, So we must first
underataznd them and break with then. Are the majsr mistales, of the various L.0,'s ete,
any” different ? Yo, they too are of the same rattern, It is wrong to try Lo list all
the mistakes committed by everyone, in the name of heing obiective, In geeinp the irees,
we will miss the wood, It is tmie that all have been gu'lty of serious relormlst
errors, That is a trulsm, Mut unless you aese 1ta concrete manifestation in each, and
also see that there were mome who faeced with the prohlenms of the masses, were hasically
for struggle, you won't succeed in fighting relormism, Criticism does not exclude, a
proper appreclation of & correct stand teken by goreone.,

I maintain that <& after the Party Congress, on the 2 important issues of imner-
Party controversy - Hunger-—strike and 16th ¥arch, I was definitely on the cther side of
the fence, I may not have come to the realisation as riven in the PE document, but in
all essentiszls, I was on the right side, Note has ot to be tuken of this fact, And in
this comnection, I think that there 13 s serious shortcoming in the report . I feel i
do not come In any of the ?* caterories in which the other FOU members were viz. die-hard
reformlsts, and vaelliators, My position wa= distinct.

(Beshav then went on to refer to some points, which he said he womld indenendently
make out and [orward to the PR, They are dealt with in his note, and are hence not
repeated here),

Azad:

a1l the amendments and smgeestions "ut fearward by every comrade will only blunt the
entire report. They will take avay its sharoness, Yhy this report and what is its edwemtud
pentral purpose ? Here is a Frovineial Party, which so [ar from acling as a vengnard
in the strmiggles which are bresking mit all around, s actually betraying these strugsles.
It is to save the massns fram being further hetraved, to make the Tarty a real leader
of their sbruggles, that we want to see what our mistuves were, Io lose sizht of this
major faet, s to lTorget its rmurpore.

Those who aay that "we are all reformiets”, and think that that is enough, actually
pave the way . the worst corpromises with reformise, 5Since if all were reformists, why
fight or erltici!se anyone, This is nnt the way, we can elininate our mistukes,

There is Chhatisgarh »¥ for instance, The ruailway workers of Bllaspur, want to go
inte a selidarity action in sunport of the siruggling wiegxiz electrie workers. But we
their leaders hold them bhack 3n the name of the bilgger strike to come, The kisans of
Hahasamurd on two occasions lawnch a struesle. Put we withdraw it, on the rlea that we
wi1)l be suppressed in imolation, and so let us try legal vrocedure for redressing grievan ces
In Rajnandgaonsm workers face bullets und 2 are martyred, But we tell them te disperse
and not fell a preg to provecation, ¥e must see these various ways in which our reformis
understanding und practice is expressed.

Only about railway, I think the repert needs to be rewritten,

About the points which Keshav made out and which are not there in the report, I dom
not think they are necessary, or they add anything to the report, That nay, on the
contrary, give a wrong idea to the ranks about the central point in the repert. The report
does mention, how reformism in organisational nmatters, leads even to factional prejudices.
It is not a guestion of any particular "vicilousness” on the part of the POC eomrades. He
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He has a right to send them to the PB if he thinks that desirable. let hin do it.

Balréﬁ:

My frank reaction to the discunsionis, that comrades do not yet realise how serious
the crisis, the state of af.(trs in the Party really is, <nd which the MR document now
helre us to go inte and £icht ont. How can anyone make Incidental sug; entions and anend=-
merts, »hen the main Jjpb 43 to first »ake a total break with the entire past T In a
welter of mistakes, listed and sorted ont, some comrades would like everyone to forget
vhere the actnual disease 1s, what its raots are, what are its sviptoms and how to eli-
minate it. Let ms 1llustrate. If we take the report serisusly, the guestion arises that
people 1like ¥,0, znd Sdam, o Ingtance, not only should not be in any lezding posi-
tions, but actually, 1f they have to rechabilitate thelr position as Party merbers even,
they will have to try'har‘, ghew thelir worth through narticipation in rnoncrete actions
and so on, The Amraotl DC will need to he dissolved, while other D,C's w41l have to be

radically reorganised. A new leadership, with different clas~—comnnsition will have to
be painastakingly evolved.,

Prom the highest committee down to every Fariy wmecber, we have therefore to wage a
very serious strugrle to "dig out reformism by its roots”. And if we have to auccessfully
and persistently conduct this Tight, we must baslcally alter our abtituds towards inner-
Party struggles., ¥any comrades fight shy of inner-Farty struggles, They think there is
something wrong In this, Actually, exverience shows that as the strugile intensifies,
the clasz-enemy tries to desiroy the Farty, to deprive tle resolution of its general staff,
through allen influencaes, ideolopies, and trescherous elements, That neans continusus
vigilance, and a sharp struggle against all such alien influsnces have to be waged, Ihuas,
it iz a4 matter of oblipation to struggle apainst such trends, In the pagt we exactly
emitted this task, The resilt wae that we lost ourselves in "petty squabbles", I thiuk
the prescnt repcrt is a beginning towards serious inner-Farty strygules znd it must be
continued in an uncompromising spirit snd the entire ranks should be drzen inte it, It
is in this connection, we rist realise the gipnilicance of the mandatory %task outlined
in the veport, for the future vin. "review all actions®, lie ixx rmust realise at least o
new that "reviev" for us Conmunists, is not Just a matter of routine, It is the exmaect way,
we carry on the fight againet every manifestation of mistakes and deviatiens, learn f{rom
experience how to correct thewn, test the worth of our cadres a nd of owr leadership and seo
on. if the purrose of this revort is grasped, it will bHe easily seen, why henceforward
this should be an gblipgatory duty of every Perty functionary and unit,

Then take the case »f the tesks mentiened, in order 4o implement the slojgan of
"proletarianising the Farty” and so on, Ig it an seccldent that ro camrade aven mentioned
or discussed the tashs, or dreww proner conclusions from them 7 Is it an acecident that
they are sa ' isfving their conscience by either adding +n the list of miectakes, or explain-
ing them away 7 I 3 mgt confesse, that this betrays an improper aporeciation of the
roots of sur majer errors, and a bypass1ng of the ways anﬁ mame to fisbt ther,

Cha'too even remarked that the tiuskes on eaeh front are not glven, He of courso
doep not gsee a list of "do's and don'ts" after each front, #ell,;if that war ovr concept
of political and organisatinnal leadership, "1t must now change. That was . typical
Josnita way of acturlly avolding Aving any real lead to our cadres, of not ensuring against
mlstakes sinee thelr undergtanding remained where it was - only tips being given teo
them, and of aprearing clever towards the end, What else does the report do, than re-~
oréentate our wnderstanding and yractice, and consequently, to indicate wiat we must
do in the present situstion ? loes it not L£ollew for instance, that in sweepers, we
mist organise and develop their strigzple concretely against the Serwabe Award and so on ?
Does 1t not folliow that henceforward none must dare withhold any aetion by palaing off
slanders on the masses, or -wider othcr pleas ?

Therciore, I cannot agree to the guggestions and amenduents put farward, They are
besidos the point, If vrs are merious about eliwinating reformiasr, we mist concretely see
it in Itz various forms, and not Jjust refer teo it in general, or confliuse the issue., He
shonld of zourge rewrite the rallway section, not tecause the draft alleswdly under-
estlmates railway, In relation to ‘texti'les, The textlles arae dealt #m that detall, for
that is where, the drpth of the erisis, the worst Zorma of reformism inside our Party -
to the point of open betrarysl, was erpra=zsed, ¥e rmuagt elakarate the railway section,
for we are confronted with that as sur major respsnsihility and that ie vhere the majority
of cur cadres will be tested, Te have therefore %o ensure ~mwaelver against any out-
5tarding devlation belnrehand, teo sort of foresrm our cadres, ™1t for that, we must have
detailed rerorts too,

It is all right to say that the work of 2,0.'s must be reviewed ton, Mt where are
reports, iAnyway, {iret 1ot us gt into the raillway stmuzgle and »lay owr role there,

Let we not worry aboul produeing "reporta® and so on, ﬂn“ aftew the other, If of course
any i‘C does so, the I'C can help them, however mueh it can.

About Xzrhav. In the name of being objective, efforts are being made by some to drag
in every mistake which he committed, and on the nther hand, he {s talking of heing a
"revelutionary fighter", as against the rest, I cannot agree to elther of thils, nor let
it avpear as if the purport of the report is to give a "certificate” to him, On a
munber of major issues, he has undoubtedly been right. But then there are othersd toe =
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while they were ripght on 3 major occasions, capfitulated to reformism, on 4 others,
Feshav meanwhile was in jail. A day before the Provincial Conference, in the Nagpwr DC,
Keshav maintained (and I agreed with him then), that it is wrong to say there are
any major tremds as such - vhether reformist or otherwise, in any of uws. It is only
tuatty tiourgeols instability” all round., You cans see,that is not a far ery from the
gtand taken in the "Note on Mote-W" (June). Ubviously, it is with swh an understanding
we could neve~ wage 2 battle against reformism, and blwred ower every demarcation,
By the time Keshav wrote his Mote, there were 2 or 3 more, who wure waking to the reali-
sation about mur mistekes, And if today, we are righting them, it is thanks to the ¥B
document, lherein lies the historic worth of this docusent,

After this, all the comradas in this proupn, amounced their basic agreement vwith
the report, It was agreed that the repori be adopted, and the same drafting cormdttee of
3, be asked to make the factual corrections, and rewcrite the railway section alore, on
the basis of further reports to he spplied,

# #* »
GROUF 1T

The dfacussi-na !n the seccnd group were attended by the following comradest ¥.D,
Deshpande, Sudam Deshrukh, S$.%, Veshpande, Kathalkar, Azad and Balram,

~ Com, M,D, suggeste? that bhefore proc-eding to discuss the self-eritleal report,
he would f£irst of all like certain questions ¢ be clariiled, on the hasis of the under-
standing given hy the I'B document. The major queastions, together with their answers are
given here, in very brief:-

H.Dt- BHow do vou think that the Lllichpur struggle should lave teen intensiflled, or
carried to higher forms ?

Balramt

The strusgle of the Ellichpur workers (in whieh 1700 workers have been on sirike
for more than 2 months, ab~ut 200 of them going te jail, 50 ‘acing prosecuntions, nassed
raics by Gurkha soldiera on workers' mohallas etc,), have belled all prognoasticatinns
abont the alleged "limited endurance power” of these workers, of their ipabllity te fight
a battle on their own, urless the entire province Iights.

#e should have, from the day we gave notice of & strike, orzanised a real Hass
Strive Committee (and rot lust a Iormal one; with mohalla ramisicatlons, ¥ith no less
thap 100 advanced mili:ants, the Mams Strike Comittee, coild then have taken the lead in
organiging resistance to poilce terror, utilising the forms to which workers spontaneously
reswted viz, "cherans", demonstrations in defiance of 144 ete, - m the inltinl days, and
which we nrevented from bteing carried on, as well as using other Zorms of ighting poliece
and a hendful of TETVC stonges, The point was ta allow free spcope to mass Inftiative in
this respect and heln deoparygtmpcdix in organising it.

Incédentally, that i1s not only the way, the Ellichnur workere would have shown the
way to the workers all over the rrovince and brought them out on stricgle teoo, where they
were not already so, ut at the rame tine, that alone wonld have rallied "pnblie suppert?
(about which, much wes sald)-of those sectisns whe réally matter, and who seeing the
bold fight of the workers against bourgeois terror, would have come Torward too,

Incidentally too, we must not look mechanically at the “Torms of strupgle”, viz, thatd
at this or that stage, this or that form should always be used, Actually, a combination
of forms have to be used, derending on the concrete class-relations and the needs of

DY AVGIEREER AHER Baccecd in intensifying the strike in Sagpur ?

Balram!

The Nagpuwr strike is a typilcal example of a spontaneous long~drswn out strugyle of
the workers, despite their reformist leaders. However, at no stage, could our Party really
effoctively intervere in the struggle, and rally the workers tehind it, beyond expdsing the
relormists'role, and exhorting workers to hold on. %e arc a very ssall force. That 1s one
thing. irue. But (hat by fteclf does not cxplain owr failure, Take one instance. Digillusic: -
REFX ed by the treachery of thair erstvhile lewilers, 150 mllitant, workers, near stout the
first veek of Janmuary came to attend a UTWC neeting, scheduied to tuke place in & library
hall, in the bipggest workers' locality in 0P - Phankheda, it the 11tk hour the police
warned the management of the libr ry, and threatened prosecution fer holding an 1llegal med-
ing, Our comrades then ashandoned the meeting, It is easy to sec that ha? they hwld the muet-
ing fespite the Yan, the tempo would have been ratsed, and rad the rolice intervened, thzt
would have trought net only Thanvheda, vt all the textile-vrorkers into action, with the
UT%C in the van. dut this only viay tren of defying restriction, whieh the workers would
have understood and sugperted, wus sbandoned., The workers went back 'n discust and to the
next meeting only 4 or 5 turned up., NHaturally, what lead could they expect by ceming te ovr
meetinga, Later on, towzrds the end of Jamuary, our comr des swidenly came out with 2 call
PEreak 144", as if that cun serve as a rallying slogan. and when the sceptic workers, who
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had secen us run away before, nodded their head and yet did nothing, it was declared that
they are "demoralised", To avaold the concrete steps of develoning the straggle and leading
14, and then come out with a narently radical slngins ~ such 4s "petty-bourgeeies revelu-
tionism®, Tt 1llustrates, one of the nist.ken ways, which prevented our coming ferward as
tha leaders of the strilve,

~after thias, the discussion an the gelf—erd tiont report sbarted, Balram [irst read out.
the nminutas of the dircussions in Group I,

¥, :
T It is said the report is baced on the FB document, But i1t is not so, Its basis 1
Keshav's note,

First of all, I an in agrecment «ith the estimates abomt myrelf given by the rCS and
others. Before the Conference, I had on sever=il oce sims malntalned that £ I have Yo be
seved, I must not be included in the P0C, But in Detober, I did not pross for my exclu-
sion from the '0C panel, as Ram ¢id, for 7 then felt that if there ias such a break in the
leadership, then evervthing may get Jdisorganised, I accept that thers rave been antl-
strugple tendencies im we, But this report gives a completely unobjective and disruptive
picture of sverything, ¥y attitule in the sweepers' strive was not known beyond & small
circle of PCM's outelde, aa Ram sald, even PiMsg in Jail, held sinilar views, and Brabhe
also wanted to erfect a coupromise, 1f possible with Rulkar's help. now ean you wXulain
that after shat you call an upsurge amoangst sweepers, there hae followed compiete slugna-
tian in that front 7 :

Keshav wants to assert that he !s always right. He at lesst is =making an effort to cladm
g separate calevory by himself. Put I muat here and now warn the PCC against thils danger teo
Keshav, if 1t does not save him in time. Tike ¥ote, he claime tn be the only Marxist
amongst us, I do not deny that he should be in the PNC, but he would go the ¥ote way, if
he 1s not mude to see hix errors self-eritically, Fle retty-bourgeois arropance (as seen
during the Party Congress, when he ever talked of preparing an alternaté Uraft), and his
ristakes - atout impatience to court arrest, abont his pact with Ruikar, should be nalled
down, Note mist alse be taken, that »n 3 occasions, in the midst of declsive atrugiles, hel
kept sway from his post on some pretext or the ther - once by going to Deszwada, then to
the Calcntie Congress Just on the eve of 16th 2arch, and now, in the midst of a decisive
workers'! strike,

In Oetober, Balram bimself proposed Sudam'’s nawe for the FOC, even though Sudam was
not alected to the Amruoti NC, on the plea that"he is {improving”. A month later, he
changed his views, Such vacillations of Balrwum are typical of his students' lederation
daye 4nd st lso be nailed down,

fe. 16th Mureh strike, it is alright to have struggles, Put «hat about preparcations 7
Can we afford to neslect them ?

The fmracti C has been criticised for its errcrs, regarding the textile strile,
First cf all, what is the explanation that all our leading mass workers - Sudam, Kashram,
Piranjee and Srishtidhan are hardened reformists ? Have you ever helped them out ?
Seecondly, do you take inte acceunt the difficulties of the amraoti G, when you get out
to ceriticise it ? An wnsympathetle attitude to cadpes, ean't help at all,

Mention ie made of Balram's firat letiter (dated 12th Dec,) and the direftives of the
FGS and the textile #mexikeerwixxy Fr, Secretary, that was the position then 7 8 comrades
vere arrested in ikola, ami & number at Dadnera, Ve estimated that strike was not possikle,
That, vus the background te our declsion, Do you toke account of that ?

On the 29th Uec, Balram addressed a seceond letter. Fhat was the circumstance which
promprted th him to do that ? 4 few days ago I had met him, He had not even mentioned all
that he svbsequently vwrote, and then all of a sudden, he writes to the C like that, That
ic why T objected to this unhealthy mathod.

‘e should also tzke note of the failure of the Provineial Textile Yractlion, which
never coneretely helped the various units. In the days of the court procesdings - June-
Decexzber 1947 -~ Keshav was revnresenting 211 the 3 Berar unions., He was directly in
charge of the Akola imion, Iet what wus his contribution to their growth and work 7 Zeiro .
Later on, when Palram was the iFr, Secretary, the rOC decided to hold the Berar Textile
Cenference %o build an "aliernative leadership in the ;rovince", yet what posi:iive help was
given by the lex, Fr. to the Lerar comrades 7 Nothing much, (Balram intervening pointed
out incldentally, thatw the 1C never talked of =n "allernative provincial lesdership' evelv-
ing out of the Berar Yextile Gonlerence, That w».s perhaps, ¥,D,'s own interpretation of
the I'C resolution). You say there were 5 FiC members thers., But did you not know who they
were and all that 7 ¥

Finally, 1 smat point out that merely by writing manifestoes. good reports and resalu-
tione you cannct build the Farty. That is not the way of leading the Farty, as Stalin hag
pointed out, :

>eginning we had no perspective of building struggles, That is true, I only
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k:;x that our ztrategic alogan was the building of the lemocratic Front. As 3 qtep to-
wards that, in oriler to c¢reate an "auxiliary force® from amongst the workers, . looked
at the Ferar Textile Conference., “ut I was disa pointed 4o ses, thet not one of the
centres outvide Jerar sent a fraternal delesate, Por this, why should =t the (la

of those cmntres bte criti~isged, just as =uch as the Berar MiNs ? For the above reason,
and the wrong stind and attiiwvde of Sudam and Meshram, that Conference was not a success,
in as much ag 41 did nat vield results, For the wrong attitnde of these comrades, we
eriticised them in the Amracti "C. Tt is not therefore carrect to say that none fought
relarmiam Iin Arracti,

After this Conference, we wasted about 2 monthsz, in the Yote-l.) controversy, Dis-
trict and Provincial Conferences, I say it vas the V0C and 1,0, who a.c responsible for
the stagnation in work during these months, for they gave us the above jobs.

Both in the Septamber and Hovember tex, fraction meetings, we were of course
criticised for not leading the “"partial strmigsles”™ and so on, 1 confers that even now,
I am of apinien that we should rnot have "departmental strikes" and all that, unless it
is the entire mill which can fight "Uepart=mental strikes" lead only to a loss of cadres.
That really is reformism,

After the arrest of nany militants in Akola, there was a dsbacle, Even handbills
zent from the Provineial headouarters could not he disiributed ti1il 13th, ¥hati then
could we have done ? True, my previons estimates were more optimistic, and I had given
them in the Ir. meeting. But these were later on misunderstocsd by Keshav and Balram,

I am saying all thisz to give the backsrovnd to what haprened in Berar, This
shone that there was no intentiosnal reformism there.

£8 to rest of revort, I think razilwav shonld te elakorated,; and the other 5C's work
should also be revieved,

Suda::

An atiempt s made to show that while =ore were reformisis, there were others whe
were not sn», who made no rmistakes, Well, there can be no nistikes, where there is nothing
ka: vening.

In Elljchpur, this is the first time we have fought a long drawmn out and single-
handed battle, lepression vas all concentrated -n »wa, Tn the imracti 00 meeting of 1lth
December Kathallar had of coursge sald that we must surpass Amalner. Sut 1 confess, I
was unnerved at the prespects, I was never confideat wlso, that in Nagpur, we will be
able to lead the working class. That also made we hesitate.

Mn the 16tk when I heard that Auiker has withdrawn. I of courze began thirking of
withdrawing, Fany comr.des did oppose. They alseo raid, "#hat will happen to theose whe
are arrested 7% I replied, "¢hat will hapen to the arrested people, where there is no
strike now 7 lLet vs withdraw organisedly, 25 that we can later on counter-attack,”

You must realise that for the debacle in Aksla ete, you are responsibile, since in
Magour you are unable to overthrow the reflormists, Unless you understand this, you do
not underst:nd the pheychclog of the textile-workers' movement in owr province,

Of course reformism has to be fought and eliminated. But you cannot do it all at
once, By nere eriticism, vou don’t help. As Tor myself, I am wiliing to tuke the punish-
went that is due Lo rollormism,

¥athalkare

after the Tex, Frl meeting in Novemher, we started our agitation for the sirike o
bonus ete, in ulliohwur. ™it on 11th Deec. vhen the Amraoti 'C, the first guestion posed
% s Bust there he a contimicus or a sne~day gtrike ? T wax our{rised liow conuld we
discuss about thjq, when we had alrewly decided that this tive me {ight it eut - ne
retreat and so on, T sa2id the Lll4chmyr workers can =ake an amalner there. I uvheld the
Frov, Fr, decision, ™t T was alone. Pack at “Ylichour, the Frov. i'r. decision was not
even reportad, Only the Arrzsoti D'z declision was corrunicated. ifany congtades even
then opro=ed,

n the 16th 1 returned to L1lichour with Balram's letter. BDut aiready then Sudam
was wilting posters for ithﬂwawal I guarelled with him on this, Sudam jas heen 3 years
in the trade union movement, hut he hag nedther faith in the workers' organisation, nor
in the class strmerle., He also oes not think 1% necessary to congult the Fariy. FHe has
a contem~t Tor that . Bn 17th, hecauwe of pﬂliﬂ#—rotdq eTc., I eft “llichpur l'er reporting
ta ¥,u, and the F.L, Tn Hngyvr T met M,D., Boshav end Balram. But when I returned, 1
heard vhar the strike wie withdriown, Incrsased wark-load notice had been put up and nene
released, but still Sudan took this ste;, Of course, after a day or twsn, workers again
come out. lure [ must mention, that till today, »~e had fought no serions strugile in
Pliichpur. ‘mn-day protest strike and court-work - caspromises, that is «ll. But clase
struggle, never,

; ig the course of the strike, m I #% had discussions with SK and Swlam, They said
b ¢ ) ¢4


i3er.iT

e A6 :

S : ' -8 -

workers qre Fetting "tercorised”. I replied, "ot they, but you are geliing terrorised",
Sndam =38’ even worried ahoul the existence o the Undon, which he Laad laboursd teo build,
Fe conld not sce that when the werker is strug:ling, no repressieon can smash his union,
Pe was I think, alsn a bit concened of his ieadership. :

it the same time, I mist &iso point io the shortcomings of Lagmuor.

In a Magpur NC meeting (held in Jan. end) which I atiended, Dashettar «nd Sharma
end sthers talked of breaking 144, T said how 7 They said, let us lring out 2 hundbill, I
laughed, "Can vou break 144 xith kandbilla™ I offersd to get 200 workers from =llichpur,
if they could mobilise 3000 lneally. e conld then march even ta the Secretariat, but
they would net accept my ofler. ‘e saw what vas the result of this siogan., I agree that
here you expose the rofornists effectively, Bit, arganisation of strusple ~ rothing !
I can guite uwnderstimd, why Sudanm thereiore Jdoes not listan to your advice, and disregards
it completely. He ‘= richt in that, teo some extent,

I think, ths repert should eriticise the other ,0.'s ulso, not just the Aaranti °C,




. PIRSS COLFIAEN E OF THE Co.b. & BXRAR PROVINCIAL CONITTRE
A ¢ [H:. COISMUNIST (ARTY OF INDIA

Dear Comrades,.

This 13 the Tirst Confzrence of the srovincisl Committ . of the
Party. We sare holding ihis Conierence under c.ndliiong of ng-r*ible_
repression end virtusl illeg-1ity. &1l the ssme, we are huiding this
Conference because witheut it, the inner-party crislis in the luadership
of the rarty and also the loc;«i rarty costdtiees whivoh has vitirted the
entire developwent and growth of the movement ol the working :eopla of
ghe Frovince and the elass, cannot be restlved, the devistlons neiled
dosn and the wverious anti-Prriy tendencies reoted out,

The primary objset in holéing thils Conferctnca i¢ to understsnd our
own shortceaings end take organizstionsl steps to eradierie them,

The Party crisls ia the srovince originates [rom the inner F.0.0s
erisls,

It is common lmowlcdge to you, comrzdzs, how thé leadershipy of the
Frovineisl Party had made the erisiz = famlly sffair of their own, how
the Provinclisl Committee dild not move ge s teem snd guide the moverent
of the Irovince, how the Ceniral Commiitee had wmany reasons to intervene
=nd even dizsolve 1¢ though 1T rmust be zaid thet the Central Cormittee
also 1@ not go to the roets of the crisis in the lesdership of the C.F.
ené Berar Ferty and give 2 proper understending te the renks,

The historie C.C, decwient of Decr,l947 mmde a turning poini not
merely in Lhe 1life of the CFI but neant a great deal for our rarty, It
is this document which had neiled down the reform st mistskes of t}

C?I which zade en abjective dincussion of the crisis in the Frovinelal
leedership, posaible. The Jonuary '48 resolution or Ferty Crigsnizetionsl
erizis was the first conscious a ttenmpt made by the leazderslhip of the
Frovircizl fapty to undergtand its own nistakes, Though the Jammary
resolution suffers from many shortcormings, in thet the resolution was
besed on compromise, thrt the diffcrent camracdes had different
arierstanding of the resclution, it must be sald that this resolutizsn is
of grest sigrificance in omr 1life for while railing down the mejor

trends in the leadership of the Ferty, 1t decided to solve the erisis
outside the "Family" by taxiag the entire ranks into confidence,

The general offensive agzinst the Campunist rarty by the Hehrum
Government, the 16th Merch strike which preeigiteted repression in our
Frovinee, yut obstacles in the way of im lementing the decisions of the
Jemuary resolution, nemely holding of a rrovincial Conference in May,
M ith the first whoulessle zttsck on the rarty all the wesknesses of the
Party came to the fore , the erisis in the F.0,0, further deepencd,

The rrovinelsl Org, Committee in 1ts tpril meeting took orgenisatione
al steps in the Ince of the offensive of the CGovernnent ang certain
comrsdes of the FP.0.0, dropped from the F.0.,0, and new comrades added,

In the June mee‘tin% of the FOC the rOC decidac to circulete to the
ranks notes of Moie snd ks ranjpe snd 2 note on them by the FOC,

In fugust mecting, on the btazls ol dl:cussions of th se notes by
comrsdes ané ithelr resctiocits, the irovincirzl Comrldttee passed s
regolution expelling iote anc Faranjje from the Farty, It passed a
resolutien on fl.i. abd ulso a resolucion on Com B.M, on their feilings
and thelir trepds, In a further resolution, it was deciced to hold 2
Frovinelal Conference in Cctodbzr to finaliy thrash out the ergenizstional
erizls in our Provinee sand eledt a new Frovineilsl Committes. The FOO
vap Meliped in thiz decision by the discussions thatl were leld on the
various notes ospocially in Negmur and Jubbulpore distrista.

Hote here must be made of the [Historiesal resolutish of the
Cosinform on Yugoslav Commtndst Farty lesderaldp - Tite and Lis
It 1¢ thie pesolution which Bes given a tromendou- lmpetus to the
Communist Farties to re-examine itself , itz rect end neil down a
trends in the renks of the revolutiicnary karty of the Froletari
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eriticiem and self-criticiam, the chief weayon of Lolding high the bann.
of democracy and intermationalism with which every "arty e.g.French,
Bulgaria - re-evaluation iiself,bas made deep impression on the POC
comrades and made tham tske a sali-critical attitude. ;

It is in pursuance of the deciaion of P0C in its Aupust meeting we
are holding the Coni'=rence, to exemine our past and take organizational
steps 1o re-organige the rarty life.

It is in this spirit that the report will endeavour to throw light
on the spsclal ! eaturea of our Party, to hLelp the comrades to imderstand
the root causes of the Party erisise The PGC has been exsmining the past
in the couree of the last few months and 1t 1is the conclusions that the
POC has reached being placed befora you. It 1a not the intentiom of the
*0C to give a history of the Party. The fact 1s that placed as it is
the POC with all its present limitations, 1s neither in a position
to write & history of the Party im the Province, nor will it be correct
thing to do ite The Cemtral Committee alone is the most competent
authority to write the history through a Commisaion. All the same, the
special features of our Perty life which are being placed hefore you
corrades as they csme out sharply dur the varicus periods in the
histery of the Party will give you sufficient understanding to come to
definite organizational conclusions to eradieate the various anti-Party
tendencies in 1831-36 peripds

It 4s true that the specific political and economical features of
the Province have their effect on the development of ita aocial movement.
But it would be abgolutely untrue to say that our 'rovince is backward
as a justification for tha wesk growth of the Party.

In our Province alsoj,as in other parts of our country, the impact
of world though and larxist Ideology found its expreasion 11; the wake of
the world economic crisis of 1920 and the following years,which hdt the
working people in the form of wage cut, retrenchment, in low priceg of
the agricultural products, hitting the joor peasantry.

The working=class and specilally the textile workers of the Province
fought back the effects of the economic crisis through spontameous
strike btattles. The G.I.P. workersa' sirike also cams 1in the same perilod.
The world Marxisi. thought was having its effect on petty hourgeels
intellectuals who were getting disillusioned about capitalism, especially
since the world erisis. In this period we see JuywantgyAelkar and
Marathe participating in the strike battles of the textile workers.

Though no Farty nucleus or group was formed at that time, yet it
was the beginning of Zocialist thought in the irovince. It was a period
of struzgzle of the working people which afferded opportunities o
orsanize the workinge-class wmd bulld the Party by drawing in of the
nilitants thrown up in these strike battles t1l11l }934. But lack of
congecious effort in this direction by the individual comrades who owed
alleziance to the C.P.I. santrusted theleadership of the working-class
in the hands of reformists like Ruiker, Fulay =mnd Lalappa.

In 1934, Mote and Kolhatkar came to Nagpur when already Jayawant,
Marathe and Kelkar and Bhailyaji Kulkarni were working at different
centres of the Province in the working-clase. They instead of forming
& Party zroup, resisted the very iformation of the Party. The stiempts
of other comrades to form a Party were thwarted by iote in those dayse.

They started work in the Nagpur Textile Umion. But the main
characteristic of their T.U. work was one of lop menceuvring sometimes
in alliance with ktuikar 2nd cometimes in alliance with those who oppose
Ruikar, like Chanekar, Jagam etce. They neglected the spade work
amongst the workersg and drawing the militants inslde the Perty,for
thie slone could fight Suikar's reformism and lead the working-class
forward. They persistently refused to form the Party and Lkote never
nade a secret of this. He had his differences with the Centre. He
reaisted and even saboteged the formation of the 'arty because,
according to him, he had suspicions that the Party will be used against
him by the centre.
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This resistance of lYote to the formation of the Iarty continued
right through upto 1939 and even later. It was when student intellectusls
sorker militantas and others were coming on iheir own towards Communism
that the Central Committes gave a mandate to Mote and Kolhutkar for the
thrmation of a Party Committee with the break of Werld War IIs Yet
this Party Committece which was formed aftsr the start of the
Second Yorld Var, Com.Mote wanted to make it indizenous snd bypass it
by the formation of another Communist arty ef irevincial without
alleglance to the CeF.I., gection Communist Intesnationsl,ostensively
on the plez= of drawihg in of the Left nationalist elements of the
Red Army and the Soclalist Party.

It was precisely the period when, as in other Parts of India
our ¥rovince also reverbersted with snti-imperdialist upsurge. It was
a peried when tgzut,):a.s were getting disillusiomed about the parlismentary
programue of natiopal leadership and lookimg te building up a
broadbased anti-&mperialist front on the nasis of the independent
organization of the working-cl:zsa and the peasantry. The peace
froni for peace and rreedom of the world people agailmnst Fapscism found
ite expression in the urge for building a wide National Front for
freedom in our country.

It wus the period when working-clasa leuizht many battlea,when
411-India Kis:n Sebhe was formed, whemn A.l.C.F. was organized which
developaed a militamt anti-imperialist student movement, when States'
peoplecs came to the forefront againsi autocracy, when Socialist
Partly waa formed.

The reflecticn of this was =seen in our Province in the peasant
marches in Berar and Nagpur, the growth and development of a wide
student movement,in the Jormation of the Lociallst Fariy and the Red
f*’nmyo

But griraarily becsumse there was no Party Committee to discuss and
consclously eerry out U.l.f. line of the C.r.I. in theeontext of the
snti-dmperialist upheaval in the Province, & basieslly wrong line was
formulated by Mote which sought to create a Left platform in the
rovince, without consciously workin; inside the Congress andi influenc-
Ing the healthy elements and without bulldineg up mass organizations

of the working peopls ~ the working-class end pessdantry which alone
coulé be the cora of the Umited Nationel Front.

‘he wrong approach to UNF fetics is further revealed in this
that the Party even faiiad to lead the partial strusgles of the
workers and peasatits such as Khempgaon sweepera' strike and Umrer
Kisan satyagraha and kisen movement which,vhile initiated by our
comrade,vas civen a3 a gift to the Soclalists.

It 12 the rgsult of the same polley of net building the VTarty
and folloving a wrons UNF line(build a Left platform)that we see that
the circulation of Party literature was scrupulously avoided in
Hagpur on the plea that they were not newspaper agents,that comrades
from different centres were asked by Com.Mote to come to Nagpur and
concentrate on the textile.

It is natural for the comrades to put the juestion - Why is that
other comrades did mot fisht the anti-Partyy attitude of Com.kote.

“he angwer to this is that the other comrades suffered f{rom
inferiority commlex dorm of their lack of proper understanding of
Marxism and its orgenizstional principles,they were lefi-mationalist
bourgeoie inicllectuals with weak or no workling-class base were
taken in by ¥Mote's absiract criticlam of the National bourgeoisie.
fcelleetusimoct o siomnenn In the absence of theoretical
groundings these comrades found escapes on wany oceasions in this period
hy taking up different work at different timea,it is this lack of
theoretical understanding that seeds of factionaliem were growm as we
w1ll see in the subsequent hiatory.
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Period 1939 - June 1941

“ith the outbreak of World II,there was tremendous urge in the peogk
fr a final show down with imperialiasm through mess action. In the face
of the mass upsurge of the peopls, the bourgeois leadership of the
Con:;recs and other Left Parties stood unmasked In that they shuddered
at the mass upheaval. Conscioug effortie were made by the bourgeois
leacarship to sabotage the zrowing upsurge of the toiling people in
the couniry. It 1s in this perilod, thse CFI through 1its conaistent
attitude towards mass action against imperialiem and leading the
working-cjase in the partial economic struszles for D.i. atc. in gpite
of heavy repression came to be recognized as a genuine anti-Imperialist
force amongzat the student intellectuals and working masses.

In our Province, in Nagpur in this period started the textile
workers® strike for D.i. intl-dmperialist youths and masses were in
syrpathy with the struggle of the textile wosrkers whicn,however,
frightened fecformist Rulkar and he tried from the beginning to sabotage
the strike. Unable to fight reformism of Ruikar,through concrete
exposure, through mecbilization of the workers for the intensificstion
of Lhe struggle , wa came out of Textile orkers' Union and asked
about 40 of our supporters to resism from the Unlon G.Council.

This complstaly isolated us from whatever little mags contact we
had in the textile workers,giving Ruiker a biz handle to slander us.

This isolation from the working-class in Nagpur resulted in
frustration of the left nationalist elements(Soclalists and Red Army
wallag)who see that CeF.I.(C.P.& Berar) cannot lcad and they take
to individwal satysgraha call given by the bourgeols leadership to
sabotege mass movement.

It 48 this 1sclation from the vworking-class in the wake of the
8plit that the pro-Party sroup censisting mostly of atudent youths
o few working-class elementsynow look to the ifermation of the Party
and sguidance from the cemire.

The a4.l.S5.F.Conference in Nagpur gdve us the {irst opportunity te
establish direct links with the Centre. All earlier efforts were
condciously sabotaged by Fotee In 1940, after the formation of the
Party, Hote and Mukherjee were aent 0o Bombey during Foona AICC to
ost&biish links., MNukherfjee was sent badk by Mote :mé he came with the
"news” that "the Centre has collapsed.”

Even after the formation of the Party with young enthusiastic
student youths who were actually at that time bearing the main brunt
of imperilalist repression after the brutal suppression of the working=
¢lass in the inixial days after the start of the Second Porld var
Mote gave the adventurous c¢all of a political confarence to sive iaad
t0 the C.P.I. by giviny the slogan of evolving an organ of struggle
for capture of nower by the working-claas,

There was heated discussion in the Pariy on the textile situation
and politieal conferencs, Com.¥.D. vigorously opposes the slogan,
supporied by B.N. But their opposition comes not from a correct
understending of the problem but ae a raaction to ligte's attitude
towarda sabotaging building of the Party,from the reformist angle-
build orgonizatien befora we give any call for struggle. It 13 here
that cationaliam enters in the Party. M.Je. and B.H. on one side with
Mote and Vyas on the other. Mote carries the comrades with his call
for political conference. The queation of orzam of strugilse was
referred to the Centre. The C.C. severel]ly criticised Mote's contention
about orgsn of struzzle and his entire attitude towards Partyj,textile
aplit 2te. which umnerves liote and astren;thens M.De and B.N.
reformist attitude of build the organisation first,

After the political conference, YMote was arrested. “.K.went to
work In other Frovince as U.G. and li.D+ back Lo Berare.



There 1a again another wave of working-clacs upsurye im the Province
an th: queetion of restoration of wage-cut and N.A. uch was the intensl
nd width of the upsurge that Ruilkar was forced to form a Council of
Aetion for ithe whole Frovince to lead the battle of the workers.lt ia in
the background of this spontanecus upsurce that we form unions at the .
three textile centree of Barar and raise ocur effective voice in the
Council of Action(ippointment of Jays Hatmam Committee).

In June 1941 came the dasteapdly liazi attack on the Soviet Unionsy At
this time the organizational poaition of the Party in the frovince
con be suumed up in this that we had student orgenizations in Nagpur,
Asraoti and Jubbulpore with good young student militzmts in the Party and
near the rarty,with 3 textile unions in Berar and with practically no mass
workin;-class huse in Nagpur.

The Fazi attack oem J.U. invigoreted theoretical discussions in the
Party rankse. The litersture had started coming from the centre after the
Aelslel's Conference in Nagpur. There was no unanimity about the Perty
line in the renks,yet it did call forth & tremendous urre zmonz the young
student ranks tfor the defence of ths I.U.

The Patna gession of the AISF with the changed Party line of
People's var showed iremendous loyalty of the Party cadrea to the CPI amd
the Soviet Umion.

Such was the enthusiaam in the student youthsthat in Naggr without
& working~clees base,the small Party was able to rally sbout 4000
people in the Anti-Fascist Conference. In Barar slso in the same perioed
we had a biz kisamn and Anti-*ascist rally in Amraoti.,. KXisan work was
started on the question of contrel of prices,mostly amongst the
agricultural labour section imnediately after the conference.

Anamst 1942:

{hen came the fateful ~Aupust resolution of the Indian Nationsal
Congressy and the national crisis,with the war ton repression by the
imperiallat.

The small Party without any effective work insicde the Congress,
without mass base especially in Nagpur, with young student cadres ,had to
face thia erisis. It must be saild to the credit of the youmng Party yvouths
thnt they ste=dfastly atood the ground against bourgeois netionelist
oppoaition.

ust '42 to the Dissolution of the Provincial Committee in Oct,.'44 by
C«Cs

The couregeous siand taiken by our comrades in the face of iupust
strusvle enabled us to consolidate ocur ranks and absorb all the student
militants inside the Partye.

BN was arrested. HK took over the Party sSecrataryship in consultation
with Mote« Party was legsliged. Party formes begem fwnetioning which was
hithsrte absent.

Com.3ardegai come to explaim thepoliticel line of the rarty. In his
report he pointed out the weaknesees of the Perty in the Province - such
as incividualism,locslismyete. and disepproved of the formation of the
Berar PTUC by ComeM.Ds and Faranjpe. He gave a eriticism of Ruikar's
reformiam snd impressed on work in the textile.

sardesai's eritieism of our Frevincial work was not corrsctly under-
stood By comrades. Com.HK wemt to Amreoti amd critiecized M for his
individualism and loculiam before the ranks. N¥D retorfted and charged
Mote and Vyas of facilonaliam snd resioned from the POC whereupon he waa
expellad from the Party.

Textila work was started in Nagpur by FK. DJ came and Jjoined in the
work afterwards. (m the question of memorandumsbizs mobilizatiom was being
mde by our comrades. Then came the lat Party Congress with its

"Production Policy amd no strike". This led to cur giving away of the
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texiile workers! agitation which was initieted by use. This wrong attitude
on our part ot leavin; the workera to their own fate and relinguighing
all strugzles 8111 the end of war.,has affeeted a great deal in our work
in the texiile workers,ziving a handle in the hamds of the reformista te
Gigseredit us amongst the workerse

Cutting himself off from direct mzss movement,Vyas began to ape the
Farty forms at the "H. and insisted on functioning or forms which in the
absence of line touch #ith the mass movementi,became only mechanienl znd
burcaucratic.

The Party Secretary's Job becume that of orzamization of sale eof
Piyquotas (or funds,commune and simmature campaisn for Congross-league
unicy.

In the name of centralization of Party leadership,counune was
built upe Com.Paranjpe waa called back from akola where he had
developeé the movement of the textile workers,te stay im the commune.
Rejurwale was sent to "zllarshah and then (0 badnera, K to Akola and
Bardhsn was uprooted fram the student movement - a movement which was
most disruptec becouse of "August struszle" and was sent round as an
orz;snizer to ikola and Tllichpur.

The functioning of forms without direct touch with the maszes and
especiaully the working-class,became lirsless,turnimg ihe Party function-
aries as bureaucrats. ¥Yhen BN was released in '43 end,he was sent to
imraoto as I'C Secretary. The kilsan movement which waa develeping in
Berar pot ®estiricted in the Yew villages in Chandur taluk under the
8lozsn of "function the forms." BN as District Secretary in Amraoti
was doing the seme as Com.HX in Nagpur.

To what ridiculoue extent the Party funciionaries eut themselves
orl from the mess movemsnt can be 3een Iram one single instance of 76
days' strike of the texiile workers im April ‘'4«.

The Provincial Ceeretary left Negpur for Berxwada in the face of
the impending atrike. This was one of the iirst miliitant setions of ’
the dopking-class for the betterment or thelr economic conditvion in the
later days of the war,when Fascism was already on the run. ‘he Zarty
should have partlcipated and led this etruggle of the textile workers,
but nechaniecally repeatésly "Production and no strike” for the
anti-"ascist war we not only did not Jjoim in the sirike but opposed 1ite
The Party 3ecretar{ leaves Nagpur giving the directive for oppesition
of the strike to the younger comrades for Bezwala Lo hear PG's
report. 1t is wrue our wrong approach had iis root im he night-
reiorniet deviation in the Party line adopted in the “lret Pariy
Congresg,yet it throws a conalderable light how calloua the Pariy
lesdershin in the ’rovince had become to Lhe intereais of uhe
rorking-clacs.

This mechanical funciionong of the rarty ferme and “he bureaucra=-
tle attitude of Vyas and the other functionaricecs ol the district led
to complete stagnation in the growth of the Jrriy amd inner-fsrty
crisice

Mote reinmrnaed Trom Bombay h QOctobaer '44. He took initiative im
organising removal of Vyaa from Furty Secretaryshipe. BN and Bardhan
Joineé Mote. This attack on Vyas wus Initialed by lcle,not as
correcting things in the Frovince and removing Vyas {rom his
responsibility but aguinst the lemtral Comulttece and especievlly
ag=inst Com.BTR. Accordimg to iote, Vyas was dcing all thimes in
Nagpur on inztructions {rom 3Te Com.BK, Bardhan and iarathe fell
vietims to Fote': revolt against the Central Commuiittees

the CC imtervened,censored Lhe action oi L and Bardhan as
highly disruptive and anti-Party. kiota refused to accept the CC
resolution and was expelled from the Party. HZ.5. was debarred from
holdiny smy responsible peegition in the rarty, the PUC was dissolved
and co-ordination commitice was formed.

. The main point in the CC resolution was that with the absence
of any mase work on the Party of the poC teas
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of eny maes work on the Part of the POC leadership which consiated of studest

ad ex-terrorist and ITU eadires,y, all this rfactlimalism,bureaucratism ete.have
g% and 30 ‘;'tihilﬁ'f diaaolvén'v the roC ta Bks8 were glven'to each comrsde

tlhie maes Iron.. B wor f%hnonijat congrasomengR-texiile Nagpur and
Bardhan -studenta. ]

Blection and Afler and le-organization of the POC_

Then ceme the releame of Congress leaders,onti-Communiat demagogy and
the alections. The Co-ordination Comudittee did not lunctiom.’X ¢id not
return and MD weg in Amraoti,both these comracdes vere the [oint convener
of theCo~ordination Comnittee. The need for putting up our candidates
causc to malntain our besee T.U. in Jublulpore «nd kissn 1ln Chandur taluke.
The Magpur comrades discuseed mnd ceme L0 the conclusion that we must put
up our candidaves and the €.C. be moved Ior peconstitution of itha rOC.

cece gsamctioned putting up the candidatesie put up our candidates in
the sbove two constitucncles. UJC. sent back DJ snd Mote on our repeated
demand in spite of Lhelr not approving of the idea.(Nagpur DC resolution).

In spite of cur defezt in both these constituencles,the elaction
campaizn not only dié noi revitalize our own ramks but gave n wids base in
both these constituencies.

This was precisely the period whem the posi-war upsurge of the toiling
people came.iIt was in thid period that every section ¢f the toiling people
was coming up for eoriyamizetion and fight for their demands.

Com.B+i'. came in May '46,important comrades from the distts.wsre also
called. & new Frovincial Committee of l& was constituted with mas: leaders
end every comrade in the POC was linked up with direct masa movement.
Importance of nailway Front was impressed and aggarwal semt to Itarsi.

From July '46 to April 47 was the neriod when there were innumerable
strike setions ¢f the various seetions of the workers.It was in thie period
that meny uniona wevre orpganized znd the defunct unions revived.

In Jubbulpore there were orgonised as many as 18 unions.

In Raipur alse ihe sponLaneous upaurge resulted in the organization
of many unions.

In Nagpur alse the same happened.

This period is characterised by the strike actien 1n our "rovince of
the Prege workers,Msis clerks(Jubbulpore),Post and lower Grade Stalrl
(Jubbulpors), swg.gge’;‘s,almoat in all the distis. Hang Karkhana, 3lase
Factory workera(Jubbulpore) Cheprs workera,teachers{dub.),Provincial
Sweepers and the textile workers.

It is this period that the growth of the rarty was noticed and new
grounds were dug im the fGallway unione at Itarsi,iardha,Badnera,Nagpur
union wrested from “alappa,work im Ralpur,iondisa wee staried.

But the crisie in the “rovincisl Comrittee remained unselved. When
BTR cume the Party crisis wes one of the agenda before him. B.N.,Mote and
D.&. were aligned in one bloc at this time and there was a bitter attaek
on the W.J. comrades by them(B.N.'s report to the district cemmittee on
commume )e Com.B.T.:. had nailed down the mistakes of all comrades. Com«B.N.
had proposed Com.liote aa Seeretary of ths Party but that was not accepted
elither by B.T. or the comrades.

The F.0.C. was conztituted at a time when there was a veritable
upsurge of the vorking-class and the pessantry. It was periocd when much
headway could be made =nd Party developed in the Province but POC itself
wz8 a house Aivided with no mutual trust and with each ome for himself
attitude. Instead of studying the ;roblems and assimilating the experiences
of the strike battles of the working people and especially of the ¥.C. in
the light of the C.C. regolution for "Fimal Bid for rower”,the PUC in ite
very Iirst mecting beceame again the arena of mutuzl squabbles. The
éiscussion war initiated by ¥ote om Unity oi the Farty, he attacked the
worzing-class comrades. They resented =znd rafused to participate in the
meeting . P.N.cshowed his inability to take up the responsibility. Undsr such
eircumstances,the question of sccounts of election also ceme.B.N.asked the
PeOeCe to apnoint a Control Comnission on Dej.'s putting the question in

the P.C.Ce
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In shori,the POC ceared to have any meanings for the guidence and
development oi the working-class movement in the Province.

A realstance developed in Comrades L.N.,H.K. and the working-cizss
comrades in discussiona of political problems a8 a reaction Lo ths negative
attitude of ComeNole,raranjpe and also Huddar to the problem cof Party
or;nnization in the Province.

The result of this waes the development of autonory in the Jjurlsdictien
¢f each POC Comrade. Each comrade became very touchy to any criticlam.
There was self-righteous attitude in all the comrsades. fmraotil hecame a
unit by itself. Similarly wae Hagpur under H.K.(Dange's tour,cultural squsd
programme yDef."8 report in the Amraoti Distt.Committes)e.

It wae in this stete of rarty organizationsl crisis that the attaek
on the Porty came in December '46. Leading members of the POT were clapped
bebhiné the bars and warrants were lssued against othars.

In spite of this attasck on the Party,tremerdops initdative wes shown
by the ranke in conductin: the strike battle of the sweseperse. This only
speaks how healthy the Tarty reanks are smd what great potantislitles are
there in the Province.

After the withdrawal ¢f the strike o#nd the release of the jailed
comrales,the POC meetling wis helde On = very 1lowhé on the agenda - raview
of the sweepers' stirike and tasks,textile work, T.U. work end kissm front,
financeyetc. thare wes unenimity in the comrades except M.s whe '
differed on the aweepers' sirike estimation. It locked asg 1f we have got
over irom the inner-Psriy(PoC) erisia and that with the new undorstanding
and unity forged through the strike battles of our ranks the leadership
will also lsarm and ca:ry the things forwarde.

2ut aguin the lsssons of the strike action, haalthy splrii of the
renka were lost on the leadersghilp. In less than two monihs aguin the
erisis appeared agsin. ‘he Faranjpe episode 1: well-known te conradas,
needingz its mention agaln. ¥.0. refused to take up any work feor some
monthse feslgnation of Paranjpe,iote and Huddar's eontinued imactivity
all thaso are two zlaring episedes to recount heres

All the evemts In the Pamy life shovwed total inability of the
Provincial Committee and = specially of ‘he rFarty Secratary Lo underatand
the problema as a whole to zulde amd develop the movement Deyond a certain
8taise
Congr

e33 Znlivena joner-Party

atorie C.C.0ocument @f ece'
scuselons.

Tha historic C... document of Uec+'47 wag not marely a turning point
in the nistory of our All-India "arty = in that 1t nalled down our refermist
mistakes,but was one of great significamnce for our Party. But for this
documert, a sclf-critical attitude in our Provincial Committee of the Party

would not have developed. The attitude of "each for himself® which had
vitiated sny discussion in the #0C with the rasult that groupings of
conveniences had tecome ihs recurrent feature would have remained and
objective relationshiip,based onr the principlsea of Warxiam-Leninism ef Party
comrades snd fizht for such relationship both in the leadere and the ramkse
would not have developed.

Ag a first step to fight to eradicate inner-party crisie,ths January
resolution was passed. This reselutlion as has been sald before suffaered
from meny dafectse It had enly superficially touched the problem. It did
not nall down the mistekes o individuxl comrades,the orisin of thair
shortcomings andéd thsat there was no uniform unleretanding about the
resolution.tnxxhedr The diffetent comrades intarpreted the resolution in
their own way and foumnd thelr own justifieztion In the resolutien.

ComeBa.ie interpreiing It as a censure azelnst lote and Fole and
Paranjpe taking it es a censure ageinmst B.¥. ond U.E. and other comrades
taking it in self-righteous spirit. Sudsm and Bardhan ~ both the sections w
wanted to eacape from the impli€ations of the resolution.B.X.'s attitude ¢~
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relinquishing the responsibllity of the Tarty Commitiea. Kote and DJ's
astitude since March 18 omly aspeak of this.

16th Earch and After

The 16th Karch and efter brought a severe repression against the Party,
the Pariy becsme virtually 1112gs1. This c¢reate? enormous dg;ficulty in
carrying forward the Jlscussion which was initiatied in the Jenuary
re¢selution and which with-the Party Congress lessons would have gone a long
way to hielp us to understand ocur falllngs and re-gTou» ourselves equipped
wiith the lesscoms of Party Cohgrese to face the coming struzgle for the
building of the Democratic ront.

The ecrisis that faced the Party with the wholesdle attack was atill
further deepened b:cause of Mote and Pararjpe who not only refused to take
ugeany regponsihility to salvage the Pariy from this attack but actually

1ped In getting the Party amash up.

The Aprill meeting of the POC organized itself. "he subsequent develop-
ment revitalicing of the units,digring of new grounds(mine workers,
Bllaspur railvaymen),advence in the Chhattisgzarh , textils workers,Nagpur,
Berar textile werkers relly amply Jjustified the steps taken.

The divcuscions on the tote of ¥Mote and Paranjpe and the P00 document
have enlivenec the I'arty and the Party a8 « whole is in a betier orguniza-
tional position than it wee on the 16th larch =né even betfore.

It {8 in ihie context thot the conference is meeting. The primary task
hefore the conlerence 13 to settle accounts with bour eois reformism ingide
the Prariy so that it is able to earry out the tesk of the period - building
up the Democraiic Front under the hegemony of the working-class - in the
Province .

Communict conscicusness isnot bornyit has 1o be inculcated through
undapstanding of Marxiasm-leninism in sctual practice and through eriticism
and sel{-criticlam.

The figsht against bour eols reformism inside the ‘arty is not overyit
has %0 be contiruad. The Party leadarship and =2lse the ranks are not imsume
as yet irom ita influenca.

Evaluation of P.G, + _and the Comrades.

The P.0.C. evaluated 1tsell and 1ts members galf-eriticzliy. In this
report we are giving the evaluation of each comrade so that it lhelps the
comrades concormed to iI'ight out the aiien tendemciesynailed dowmyand the
ranks to be vigilant sbout these temdencies,

1. ',= Coming from the pelty bourgeols terrorist movement,drawn towards
the Partiy in the dsye of U.K.T'. Petty bourgeols radicslism makes him an easy
prey to lpte's antl-Centre attitude. “orks in the student rovement and
Congress ranks which strengthens his Left nationalism. From the very begin-
ning ne contaet with the working-class. fetive durding Fengql esmpaign,iseenily
tlection campaign and anti-riol cwmpaigm. Ideoclogiecsl weukness and fallure

to aasinllate the exmperisnces of the working-class stirugyle ecreates in him
feeling of inshility fo puide the rarty and inveoives in faetional Tights
firat with M.D. against Eote,ithen with Mote sgainst Vyas and then Vyas
against lote and rarengpe. Overvhelmed by senwve of inability eften reflected
in himi?ﬁ hiez trying to 7ind escape from responsibiliry. Initolerant teo
eriticism.

2. B?L. Jtudent intellectmal drewn towards Marxism in the duys of UNPe
gets into factional Tight in ithe early stages of the Party. after '42
placed &t the helm of the Party affairs,opportunist careerist tlendencies
crop up. Lack of touch with the working-cless wcvemen! turns him o
bursaucrat wnd u {ormalist. T1lia recent actliop befors and after the Party
Congress sueh as pact with Ruikaryhls tetal indifference to the
organizational tacks after having given 16th Farch strike. His insistence
of coniinmous sirike, hls surrencer to the police in apite of great Party
reasponaibilities show him as a typicel petty bourpeols radical in talk and
right opvoriuniet in action.
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3. s = Peilty bouryeois intellectual drown te Werrism but ideologieall
weuk. Segine his {igh. against keote'e anii-centre atiitude with bousgeois
liberal concaption aboug orpunizetion. Takeas faetional anproach towards
Party. Individuealism and localiet atiitude develop in the early stagee
(Berar PTIC formation). isiusal to lead the strurvle on the plsa of
orgsnization asakes his uppreach basicanlly anti-strugple and panicky
as #as eviient in the sweepers' strike. Heiusal te see his mlstakes and
drawbacks objectively made him sreapje into pneriods of inactiviuy.

4. Pl darathe~ lLack of sharp underatanding and with a compromising
attitude he has trailed behind economic und politie2l upsuryse bui never
led it. Often changed his front ~ textile, bidi, xisesns.

Ee ggrdhgg« Student intallectual drawn and doavaloned towards the Party
in the student movement. lerusal to take up mass cempalyn himself.
Betirays indgividualist and agotist temdencissydeveloped a lisht hearied
attivude tosards the Party and 1ita forms. Inlolaramt of criticism.

engardgal, Student intellectual takes to V.T. work in tha early
daya, ut remaina essentinlly e trade unicnisie. Zent to Itarsi - develops
trade union bul refueecs Lo undertake political worke Intolerant/triticisme.

Te 2 er-kao Dis - Coming irom the Upper-clasze .aratha landlerd

family has in nim sti the vieas of the clesa. Laeck of political
seriousness,individualict and subjeetive,lapses intlo reriods of imactivily

Be E.E.Mukberlee snd Nagurkar- are new membera of the POC.

The FOC meetiny in sapril removed some o1 iis members of the POC
and 2 velustion of these comradcs is alse zlven here.

1. qnggg;- Coming ag he does from the L5C he continues to b ave the feudal
ideelogy even today. His approach to protlems is subjective with the

gtamp of bourgeols mysticlsm,rsrbed in Marxian »hraaﬁmcnkerin, In the :
name o3 ‘mily limdtations,hie remaine inactive. o

"nters into factional grouping with lpte and Parsn)re and attacks L
bour;ecie rerormism of the CC a8 a smoksscreen to hide nis own inactivyte.
2. Zudem Ceshmukhi~lailism,economism, intolerant to criticismyne 7aith in
the vorking-cléss and venity.

3. HNoshreme The game traits as o1 vudam.
44 Dre.lewanjee~ A Gandhian indivicdualist,tailing behind spontaneity,

abgsence o1 serious politieal understanding,touchy to critieism.

Ee Lelsimkher ee-Ideolagiﬂally weak,not able to get over his famil
attnc, ment,absence of nolitleal aeriocusness snd sense of responsibi 1ti
- gseen at variocus ph1iod-. T1laring instances sre-l) ohsence for s whole
month on the eve of the Provincial sweepsrs' strusgle, Trailing behind
goontaneity.
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