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For favour of publieation: \//

HANDE _OFP INDONESTA TaY O 18th JANUARY.
Shrd Seae Uange,¥eP.,Uoneral Secretary, A1 india Irsde “nien

Congress has lssued the following statemsnt to t'e preasi-

" deroic and firm resistance by tle pecjle and “overnsent of
indonesia against the intrigues of ixitoh colomialistes to sieze

parts of Indonesia ruch as *est Irisn and thus hors the national
sovereignty and independence of the lndonesian Repubtlic degerve full
support frow the Indian pecple. The iutoh colonialirts sre being
helped by the WiTU powers in order to weaken the state of Indonesia.
Tre intervention by HiTO powers in the internal affuirs of Indcneslan

republic dexunds severs condemnation by all peace loving people.

in stcordance with the decision tuken at -the 25th geseion of
AITUC recently held at Frnaknulam, I call upon all the unions to observe
Saturday,the 18th January,!1958 ag 'UANDE CUFF INOCRESIA4 DAY' by
appropriaste forms of deronstrationg §{n cou-operstion wiﬁf all the unions,
to express solidarity with the workers and pecple of <ndonesia in
their fight sgainst utch and such other colonial powers who want to

intervene in tleir support.”

(K.G.S}iwuetava)
fSecretary.

To:

ine iditer, , WEW DELHI,
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For favour of publication:
HANDS OFF INDONESIA DAY ON 18th JANUARY.

Shri S.A. Dange,General Secretary, AITUC has
issued thd following statement téd the press:- -
/KA—"L" i

" Heroic and firm resistance by the/people and Govt.

of *ndonesia against the Jintrigues of Dutch imperialism to the
national sovereignty, secnr{%5f3hﬂifie_peeco—lavéng~pelicy.of.
Indonesian Republic deserve full support from Indian people.
At_the-seme—time’““intervention by NATO powers in the internal

affairs of Indonesian Republic demands severe condemnation
by all peace loving people, '

In accordance with the decision taken at the 25th
session of AITUC recently held at Ernakulam, I call upon all
the units td observe Saturday the 18th Januray,l958 as ¥ e
" HANDS OFF INDONESIA DAY" by appropriate formsof H&ds—actions’
in co-operation with all the unions, ixrespeetive—of affiittatior
to express sclidarity with the workers and people of Indonesia
in their fight against Dutch and such other meoriaiist power¥s,
who want to intervene in their support, "  &v7%
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. February 21, 1958

NEWS RELEASE

The All-India Trade Union Congress has deputed
¥rs Parvathi KErishnan and Shri Md. Elias, both Members of
Parliament, to visit the Chimakuri mines, where

explosions have taken place killing 180 miners.

(K.G.Sriwastava)
Secretary

To
The FPress Trust of India,
New Delhi
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PHESE CCMMUNI UK

Ehrd S.aDange, ¥.F., Ceneral ‘e«cretary, Ali-lndis Trede
Unien Congrees, has sent the following meseags to the Frerident,
all-Indiae Fort & Dock Workers Federstion, on the sad dexise
of Cosxrade Le¥ello, the Federation's CGemsral lecrstary!

“I Sust heard the shocking newe of the cad death
of Comrade Ue¥ello &t Calsutta. It is a grest loos rcr'. the
trade union movement. For the littlo time I had xome contuot
with him, I always found kix to be a leader who had & grasp
of the problesr he was handling and well knew how to bring
about settlemsntc as well a¢ to conduct struggles in
defence of the intsrests of the worksrs.

"Flease convesy the condolencer of the JITUC to
his faxily.®

vl

{§.G.5rivastava)
Lecretary
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DEFUTATION WoTE PRINE MIHIETER O

IRCH & STEEL WORKZRL!' MRMNDD
Now Delni, March 24.

A deputation an tshalf of Jemshedpur Masdur Union snd
the Unjited Iren & Steel workers Union, Rumpr, under the
leadervhip of Shri S.4.Dange, K.F., 28t the Prime Hinister
today at the Furiloment Houes.

The derutaiion whigh aensistoed of Shrimets Bemu Chaltravartty,
“ef ., Ehyd Kedar Uus, M.ldk., from Jumehedpur and Shrd Al Amjad,
pressad apon the attention of the Prisn Sinister the tremendous
rive in the cott of living in Jusshedpur, as 18 admitted in the
'Zcomomic furwey! lild on the tsbly of Parlisxzawt by the Finawe
Finduter.

The deputsticnists wlsc lupreased upon ala the necessity
for appointment of a Tribunal te go into the guestion of revision
ol prades, which hes nut undergoRs any ohange sines it was
Tixed last ton ysars sge. They sleo domgnded that the question
of rescgnition of trads unjon de settled through a ballot
of tha wgrkers,

it war 2iso pointed oyt that the st.ike nolice which
wad L garlisr declded upon by the Jaushadpur and Zurmper werkers
was daferred %o try ot a lact chanes for settlaswmni of the
grievancet of the workers.

The Uriow Hinister gave 2 patient hesring and sesured
scnalderation of tha problowme raisad.

-~
(X.G.Briviastava)
feoratary



~ v A1) \
Cable : “AITUCONG m In-{af"q gg qﬁ-qq $‘fﬁa Telephones : 48771
T. U. LAW BUREAU : ~ 43414
.+ L. TRUST BUILDING,
55, GIRGAON ROAD, ALL_]N“]A T 4, ASHOK ROAD,
BOMBAY 4 (INDIA) : NEW DELHI.

Président: V. CHAKKARAI CHETTIAR, M.L.C. (Madras). J'
General Secretary : S. A. DANGE, M.P.

March 2, 1958

PurLy C

Shri 2.A.Dange, K.F., General Secretary, All-lndia

Trade Union Congrers, has issued the following statement:

*The nullification of the Journalists hWage Hoard Award
by the Supreme Court judgement i an attack not only on the
working journaliste but will becomo the basis for attacke on
the vorkers in other induetriecs alec.

"Thue Sudgement whioh goes against the workeras' legitimate
intorests and defende the multi-asilliomaires is another proof
to ahow that the desend made & in the Parliument and outeide by
the AITUC that Covermmer®t should undertake legislation to taks
all trade union matters out of the purview of the Suporme
Court i= thoroughly justified.

A1l trade unions maet mobilise against the effects of

thir judgement and in defence of the journalists and themselves."

S
e A
(K.G.2riwvastava)

Secretary
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va

Shri J.A.0ange, M.F., General Secretary, All-India
irade Union Congress, has lasusd the following atatemeont:

"The AITUC gurongly cordesing the attack of the
soondas on the workers of the Premier Automobiles in
igmbay. It is deeply grieved at the death of
coarade Deyanand Suvarna who died fighting against
the soondes, in defence of the trade unlons' and
workers' cause, _

it 4o strange that che attack should have taken
siace in broad daylight arnd lod to the murder of one of
our good workers, right in the prescnee of the police
who have been posted at theo works,

*The owners of the Premier Automoblles sre well-
nown for ahady Cinanclisl cperations and making prolics
at the cost of evorybody includins the country. It is
#ell kunown that they have recelived crures of tupoas of
234 from the Finance Corpeoration and they received oriers
a2 fron the Cefence Hinistry for sup;lies of vehielecs for
«hieh fantestic prices are chargedi., 7The Compary does not
aven hesitote to sup:ly defective supplies vo the country's
defence and when caught in this act, dares to dlacharpe
workera who expose these shady activities,

"Since the Company ls maintained on Lovernment
ordors and Jovernment loans, it is ths duty of the Governmeont
to see that the workera' intaerests are protected.

“Jorters ore being taught about the Code of Disci-
aline but the Frecier Autcmoblles and {ts management
in this cass have violated every prinelple smuiciated
in the Code.

"4l trads unicns should express thelr solidarity
<deh the strugcle of the workers who bave been locked sut
by the emplorers, wnd send sessagss of sympothy o the
sind Hazdoor 2atha to which the union in Premier Auscuobiles
is affili.ﬂ?,ed.“

iy L N -
“r  faaaos AT

————r

(KGoariwastava) | “
Secretary
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PRESS RELEASE /
j Vv

Shri S.A.Dange, M.P., General Secretary, AITUC, has
issued the following statements

"The workers in the steel works of Jamshedpur of the Tatas
and of Burnpur belonging to Martin-Burns, have long been agita-
ting for inprease in the ‘dearness allowance -and dasie wages.

It was admibted By thd Government that the ¢ost ©f 1iVving

in these places, particularly in Jamshedpur, has been rising
sharply. Wage ratées in these industries also_Have not under-
gone any revision for years nor has any Wage Board been appointed
despite the promises of the Tripartite 15th Indian Labour
Conference,

"Representations by the unions affiliated to the ALTUC
have been made to the employers and also to the Government.
I myself went to the Prime Minister and the Labour Minister
with a delegation of the Unions to impress upon them the need
for their intervention in favour of the workers, since the
Government gives crores of rupees to these companies from
public funds with which they reap huge profits. But our
representation had no effect. Hence the workers had to give
the notice of strike,

"It is then that the Martin-Burn Co. announced an :
increase of Rs,10/- in the dearness allowance and some ipncrease
in the rate of production bonus.,.

"But the Tatas have remained adamant and have only
threatened reprissals with the help of the Government.

"It is surprising that the Bihar Government has hastened
to help the Company by declaring even a one-day protest strike
against rising living costs as illegal. '

"The AITUC fully supports the resolution of the workers
of Jamshedpur to carry out a one-day protest strike. It hopes
the Tata Iron & Steel Company will see reason and meet the just
demands of the workers and not allow police measures to harass
the workers,

"The strike is perfectly legal., It is called mainly on
demands not covered by any agreement. The agreements made by
the INTUC have long ago been repudiated by the workers, in a
memorandum signed by the overwhelming majority of the workers
and hence are not binding on them."

Secretary



The AITUC greets the working class of the world on this
international day of festival. The workiné}?iothe worid today
is faced with the problem of banning of atomic bombs which
can be secured by the summnit talks. proposed by the Soviet
Union and other countries. e hope the working class and
the people will succeed in bringing about by their effnnts
the holding of the summit meeting and save mankind from
horrors of war.

There is one more urgent task before the workers.

In the capitalist countries, after a long period of boom,

the workers are suffering from the usual crisis of capitalism.
Even a déveloping economy like that of India is feeling the
effects of .the crisis. The unstinted help which the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries have given to India and

are giving further will partly help to modify the effects of
the capitalist recession. The workers in Indialand in other
capitalist countries will however have to struggle hard to
protect their standards of living against the attacks which the
employers will launch to preserve their profits,

Fortunately the working class of the socialist countries
in contrast with the capitalist world has no fear of such a
recession. Their solidarity with the workers of the world

will be a great asset in théx struggle for socialism.



ALL-INDIA TRADE UNIQN GCONGRESS
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May 15,1958

Comrade S.A.Dange, M,P,, General Secretary, All-India
Trade Union Congress, has issued the following statement
on the Jamshedpur strike. '

: " The one=day protest strike in the Tate , Steel Works
in Jamshedpur was a complete success. The pubiicity
agents of tHe Tatas have tried to hide this fagt but they
themselves kngw that the strike cslled by the Jamshedpur’
Mazdoor Union and the AITUC was . complete despite the
efforts of theCompany, the INTUC and the Gevernment.

" The main issues in the strike were the demands
for revision of wages and dearness allowance and the
recognition of the AITUC Union, as the INTUC tnion had
ceased to have the support of the workers,

" The success of the strike shows, first,that the
workers keenly feel oh these demands and are prepared for
struggle, Secondly, the strike 'serves as a clear pallot
of the workers in favour of the AITUC Uni.me

. " We would ask the Government and the Comparny to draw
»thase lessons from the strike and change their pollcjes

gccordingly. ' . Vi L i o A

W The AITUC union is the only force:how that gay

deliver the goodss What is the policy of the ALTUC on. . .
this? It is prepared to enter into collective agreemerjts
on the issues in the dispute, and fulfil norms of
produfition that will be mutually agreed upon in a
democpatl ¢ way and not dictatorially imposed on the
workers by the Company and dittoed by the INTUC, The
+ITUC has already declared that it accepts its duties for
the fulfilment of the Plan in the steel industry of the
country, provided the rights and needs of workers are also
fulfilled.,

" But the Tatas want to carry on a political and
personal vendetta against tho AITUC workers and Unions, callin_

it as a "battle against Communism", We, however, &re not
prepared to take it as a battle for or against éommunism.

" We want correct and democcratic labour-management
relations, Today they are not so in the Tatas, despite the
advertisement made by the Government, the Company and the
INTUC, We want collective agreements to be sanctioned
by the vote of the workers, because those made by the
INTUC are against the interests of the workers and are
repudiated by them., We want Union recognition t¢ be
determined by a secret ballot of the workers because the
INTUC 1roll of membership and its subscriptions are all
‘false and are made by and with the help of the Company.
We want the Ynion executives to be elected demo¢tatically
wherein," at least 30 per cent of the workers must vote and
not in the waK the closed-door meetings of the INTUC do
where even a hundred workers are not presetite mecadership

must be sgv¢
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must be welected and not imposed by a caucus of the
Company and the Ynion bosses.

" Our fight is for all this., In union agreements
and its relations with the Company, fulfilment in the
matter of collective agreements, we have nothihg to do
with such questions of-<darge policy as to whether the )
have american capital and technicians or any other capitalj
provided they all behave. These policy questions are '
dealt with elsewhere, Hence, the AITUC once again would
ask thefompany and the Government to recognise the LITUC
Union and méke new collective agreements on wages and Di,
If they, however, pursue a policy of arrests, wictimisation,
vendetta and gangsterism, then the AITUC will not . be _
responsible, if industrial peace is not guaranteed and if the
Tripartite Conference agreements on Code of Conduct and
other relevant questions are not observedes The violation
of these agreements arc solely at the door of the Company
and the Government,"

A2 a g e
' / =
. (K+G.Sriwastavy)

SECRETARY,
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ahri S.A.Dange, 11,P., General Segretary, AITUC,
who has just returned from Hainital, is hmrlng for
Jammhedpur by air tomorrow (Friday) morning.

At Nainital, Shrd Dange informed Shri Gulmarilal
Manda, Union Labour Minister, on the situatfon in
Jamshedpur and had an s.nmview with him, A represens
tation {rom Jamshedpur workers which was specially
brought to Halnitsel by & comrade from Jamshedpur
Basdoor Union was submitted to the Union labowr
Minister i<t ceourse-of _tho-intopwiew,

Shei Dange had gent the follo telegran
to the Chief Minister, Government of Uiharj from
Nainital yeaterday ovening:

"ONCE AGAIN REQUEST YOU APPOQINT QR INDICATE
TRIBUNAL IN JAMSHEDPUR AFPAIRS AND DEMANDS IN
g%ég %TERESI‘ OF PRODUCTION PEACE AND WORKERSZ

D,

In a Wwlogrom to Shri Kedar Das, MiA, General
Secretary, Jamshedpur Masdoor Union, Shri Dange saidy

"MEET YOUR CHIEF MINISTER AND ASKX TRISUNAL FOR
DEMANDS AS ALSO OTHER INCIDEBNTS STOP APPEAL
WOREERS NOT GET INTO PROVOCATREURS TRAP OF

CLASHES STOP CCUPLETE UNITY, STRENGTH OF
SUFFERING AND PEACE wILL WIE, ¥

B Tt o — &k ¥

L/Z./’Z/r flM:_»-/(y\’./\-’
w/'_j b
(K 3 erimﬁmvg?
Heeraotary
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must be elected _and not imposed by a caucus of the
Company and the Union bosses,

" Our fight is for all this. In union agreements
and its relations with the Company, fulfilment in the
matter of collective agreements, we have nothing to do
with such guestions of large policy as to whether they
have iAmerican capital, and technicians or any other capital,
provided ‘they all behave. These poligy questions are
dealt with elsewhere.. Hence, the.LITUC once again would
ask theCompany and the Government to recognise the AITUC
Union and make new collective agreements ‘oni'wages and Di,
If they, however, pursue a policy of.arrests, bictimisation,
vendetta and gangsterism, then the AITUC will not be
responsible, if 1ndustr1al peace is not guaranteed and if the
Tripartite conference agreements on Code of Conduct and
other relevant questions are not observed, The violation
of these agreements arc solely at the door of the Company
and the Government." b

—— - ——

—
(KeG.Sriwastave/)

SECRETARY,
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PRESS RE 3B
this morning
The AITUC regrets to announce the sad demise at Madras/
of Shri Chakkaral Chsttiar, veteran leader of the
Indian working class and its lormer President.
The AITUC has sent the fodlowing condolence
telezram to the bereaved family:
"CHAKKARAI'S PASSING AWAY HAS PLUNCED ENTIRE
H#ORKING CLASS IN DESP GRIEF, HIS DEDICATED SERVICE
FOiL 4 GEMERATION AND DEVOTION TO THE CLASS WILL BE
CHERISHED FOR ACES, CHAKKARAI LIVES FOR EVER IN
QUR LEARTS INSPIRING US ONH}.XRD".

s

G
(K.,G,5rivastava)
Secretary



ALL-INDIA TRADZ UNIOHM CONGRESS.
Camp: Dar jeeling .

June 1, 1958

PRESS RELEASE

The Working Committee of thae AITUC which 13 meetling
here since May 29 in a resolution condemmned the policy of
the Tata management and the Bihar Government in vioclating
its own conventions adopted by thie Bihar Iavour Advisory
Board 1in 1952, regarding nepotiation with the registered
uniong ané taking tallot of worlers to determine recognition
of uniona. The regolution added that the Bihar Government
ceme to thie help of“Tatas by resorting to ruthless repression
including firing and killing workers and handing over
the law and order situation to the mlilitary troops.

The resolution pointed out that calling in military
troops In commection witl: an industriel dispute, as was
done by the Bihar Govenmnment in Jamaliedpur, waas unprecedented
and the Government has not given any reason or stated
a single instance where the State was 1n danger, nceding
help of the army.

The Working Coumittee demarded release of arrested
workera, withdrawal of clmrgesheets and susgpension orders,
and an impartial judicial inguiny into the filring. The
Committee called upon its affiliated unions to rally
béhind the Jamshedpur workers by holding meetings, passing
resolutions in support of the demands of the steel
workers and collecting funds for their defence.

At the meeting itself , the donatlion to the Jamshedpur

Fund totalled Rg.300, inltilgted by Working Committee members.
The Jalpaliguri Zilla Cha Bagen Workars Union donated

Ras.100. It was declded at tlhie meeting that important

trade union leaders would vislt Jamshedpur shortly.

Another resolution adopted at the meeting viewed
withh concern the recent fascilst coup in Algeria by a section
of French militerists. The Committce directed affiliated
unions to asgociete themselvesg with the Algerla Aild Committee
and exmxegs their solidarity with the freedom struggle
of the Algerian people.

The Wokking Ccommittee declded to hold four regional
trade union schools in the month of October 1958. The
four schools on a zonal basls would train about five hundred
trade unionists from all States in India.
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\ Cou. S.Ar Dange General secretary, All India Trade Union

Congrecss hgs issued the following statements

“Mr. thentilal shah, the Labour Kinister of Bambay has
denounced the proposed general strike of 25th July in Bombay as =
"politicpsl strike«® He is right in calling it aJ political strike
because it ig egainst the reactionary policies followed by the
Iebour Minister 4n Bombay and hig subportergs in the Central
Govemment o

"The strike of 18th May last was postponed at the requeat
of the Central Lsbour Minigter, Mro Nanda who thought that the
solution to the problem of Textile elosures and the deadlock in the
Premier Aut omobiles could be found by discussiong at the Naini Tal
Conferences The Conference did digcuss the problemg. X Bat vhat
is the nect outcome? ©Not a single mill hag been reopenede On the
cont rary more mills have closed d own and the deadlock in ¥remier
continue ge

"Bmboldened by Government *s ghielding of the capitalist
ey offengive and frauds against the workersy, the mill owners have
now agked for g wage-cut in all the millse

*In view of thig, the workersg have no alternative but to
try to halt this offensive of Govermment and the employers by a
geries of determined strikesgo

"Making excuse of the Middle-East crisisy, the gpeculators
and profit hunters of India have raised priceg and begun hoarding.
That shows how patriotie, democratic is our capitaligm and how
socialist and planned ig our economy. The only thing that the
Central Govemment did was to asgk Mre Morarji Desai to address
moral germon to these maneegters in our economy. Smons to
mgn-eatersg and bullets x for workers is the policy of Mr. thantilsl
chah and hig INTUC supporters. The workers must fight back this
policy. If it megns peixxk politics, it has t© be so. The Bombay
workers must unite as a class, irrespective of trade or Farty or

Union affiliation and defeat the policies of thig Govermment by

clags-unity and clase-action.®




AITUC Statement

KERALA : ISOLATE THE PROVQCATEURS

At Chandanathope, near Quiion, in Kerala, on July 26, 1958,
two workers were killed in police firing, the first time such
an unfortunate incident book place in that State under its

Communist Ministry.

The Kerala Government has xppmiwtead ordered a judicial

inquiry into the firing and also for payment of compensation

to the families of the killed.

While the findings of the judicial inquiry are awaited,
it is a matter of grave concern to find that trade union,
kisan and political leaders who support the present Government
in Kerala have become subject mf violent attack by certain
vested interests and anti-social elements and that unions
belonging to the INTUC and the UTUC are indulging in practices
contrary to the Code of Discipline and Inter-Union Code of
Conduct.

Com.S.A .Dange, M.P., General Secretary, AITUC, in a

statement issued on July 29, 1958, said:



The All-India Trade Union Congrecs has received the

following cable from the 90-miilion etrong World Federation

el

of Trade Unions, Prague, on the Chinaluri colliery disaster:
"DEEPLY GRIEVED AT SHOCKING NEWS OF TERRIBLFE
DISASTER AT CHINAKURL COLLIERY AND AT CENTRAL BHOWHAH
AND MAHALBANI COLLIERIFS STOF KINDLY CONVEY OUR
SINCERE HEARTFFLT CONDOLENCES TO SEREAVED FAMILIES
AND DEEP SYWFATHY T0 INJURED STOP REUEST FURTHER

INFORMATIOR ON DISASTER —— WFTU SECRETARIAT® 7

A’-\ b‘ - &/ {/J: P Lt ¢ - _
| 6 *;v 2

(K.c .Srimtmr
Secretary



For CEC Members

Following is the text of Com.S.A.Dange's interview to the

Times Qf‘Iana correspondent. on June 27, 1958:

I can urderstand some people disapproving of the execution
of Imre Nagy on the ground that they dislike all such executions
and the like. But I cannot understand some Congressmen and PSP
people getting hysterical over the matter. 'I have yet to see
them getting very agitated and threatening over the shootings
of innocent workers that took place only two weeks ago in Madras
Port strike or over the despatch of troops to suppress an ordinary
thing like the strike in Jamshedpur.

Why should the moral indignation of these gentlemen be
reserved only for some happenings in Socialist countries is worth
inquiring. s :

Some critics forget that there is a host of counter-
revolutionaries out to overthrow the Socialist regimes and re-
establish the old imperialist order. And everyone knows that the
imperialists and their agents cannot be silenced by mere prayers.
They killed twentythousand Hungarians and every Communist they
could get hold of before they were repulsed.

Capitalists the world over are everyday planning to over-
throw socialism where it exists or stop its coming where still it
does not exist. And they do this by the most cruel and violent
killings of the working class. So the socialist States have to
be vigilant against them.

We must understand the Hungarian events in the context of
this situation.

I have heard some Congressmen and PSPers saying that Imre
Nagy was shot for ideological or political differences. And
one prominent Congressman has even lectured us a sermon on
Indian culture and Congress tolcrance. As regards culture, I may
remind these critics that in Indian traditions, even differences
on philosophical questions was visited with the punishment of
death and many philosophical pakhandis of our ancient or medaeval
history were burnt alive for ideological views. Even Buddhism
and its great message would have found difficulty in spreading if
it had not been backed by the Kings of Rajgriha and the strong
armed might of Asoka. So let us not go into that. Imre
Nagy was not shot for political or ideological views.

Yet, having said all this, I feel that there can be an
opinion that the.exccutions were not so absolutely necessary
at this stage, though punishment was necessary. ¥t would have
been better if it could have been avoided.

I am giving my perscnal reactions. As for the Communist
Party, it will, if necessary, take up the matter in the meeting
of the Central Executive Committee when it meets next month.

To all those honest men who feel disturbed about. this,
I would say, by all means express your dissatisfaction but
do nog allow the die-hard reactionaries who were silent when
the imperialists organised a rebellion in Sumatra or invaded

Egypt to utilise this occasion for their game against the forces
of Socialism.

RSO
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On the 29th June, the Timgs of India published the interview
as follows:

NEW DELHI, June 28.

Mr.S.A.Dange, leader of the Communist group in the Lok
Sabha and a member of the eight-man Secretariat of the C.P.I.
conceded here today that "it would have been better if the
execution of Imre Nagy and his three associates had been avoided."’

In an exclusive interview, the Communist leader said: :
"There can alsc be an opinion that the executions were not
absolutely necessary at this stage." Punishment, he, however,
added, was "necessary". ' ' -

This is the first time that a responsible Communist leader
has expressed his views, though in his personal capacity, re-
garding these executions. SA

Before granting the interview, Mr.Dange is reported to
have consulted a few other members of the C.P.I. Secretariat
who were available in Delhi. - C

He, however, hastecned to clarify these were his own _
personal views. So far as the CPI was concerned, its executive
would consider the matter, if necessary, some time next month.

He maintained that "Imre Nacy was not shot for his poli-
tical or ideological views."

Mr.Dange, addressing those who "feel disturbed about
these executions,” said: "Express your dissatisfaction by all
means,'" but "do not allow the diehard reactionaries, who were
silent when the imperialists organised a rebellion in Sumatra
or invaded Egypt, to utilise this occasion for 'their game
against the forces of socialism.”

Some critics, Mr.Dange said, forgot that there was-a host
of counter-revolutionaries out to overthrow the socialist regimes
and re-establish old imperialist érder. And everyone knew
that the imperialists and their agents killed 20,000 Hungarians
and every communist they could get hold of before they were
repulsed. AR

Capitalists the world over, he said, were every day plan-
ning to overthrow socialism where it existed. And they did this
by the most cruel and violent killings. of workers. So the
socialist States had to be vigilant against them.

The Communist leader declared that "we must under stand
the Hungarian events in the context of this situation.”

He added: "I can understand some people disapproving of
the execution of Imre Nagy on the ground that they dislike all
such executions, and the like., But I cannot understand some
Congressmen and Praja Socialists getting hysterial over the matter.
I have yet to see them getting agitated over the shootings of
innocent workers that took place .only two weeks ago in Madras
or over the dispatch of troops to suppress an ordinary.thing
like the strike - in Jamshedpur.”

"Why should the moral indignation of these gentlemen be

reierved only for some happenings in socialist countries?" he
asked. "y '
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
L Ashok Road, New Delhi

July 29, 1958
PRESS RELEASE '

Shri $.A.Dange, M.P., General Secretary, ALTUC, has issued
the following statement:

"The All-India Trade Union Congress regrets that the police
in the Kerala State had to resort to firinz in which two workers
were killed and six wounded.

"The AITUC notes the fact that the Kerala Communist Ministry
had succeeded in governing the State for the last sixteen months
without resorting to the use of police force and in rendering
relief to the exploited people.

This success of the Ministry, in sharp contrast with the
failures of the previous Congress and PSP Ministries in Kerala
has enraged the leadership of the Congress and the PSP-RSP in the
Kerala State.

"They have long been hatching schemes of vilification and
violence against the trade union, kisan and political leaders who
support the Governmental policies. Some workers and students
have fallen into the trap of their own enemies and have towed
the suicidal line of the Congress-PSP-RSP alliance.

"The AITUC calls upon all workers in Kerala as also students
and democratic minded people to isolate these provocateurs from

their misguided followers, in the interests of peaceful development
of the State.

“The ALTUC calls upon all its unions to organise workers'
own democratic initiative against the provocateurs and isolate
the evil elements. Only such initiative can keep the popular
Government in saddle and enable it.to do constructive work for the
masses. While this particular firing may not raise the question
of the Ministry's resignation or stability, the failure to
mobilise and move the masses will help the provocateurs to canvass
support for a demand for resignation. The AITUC warns the trade
unions of Kerala not to be complacent about the situation but
mobilise mass initiative throughout the country.

"The AITUC notes that the Government has appointed an

Inquiry Committee. It requests the Government to give compensation
to the families of the killed.™
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/
Com.S.A.Dange, M.P., General Secretary, AITUC, has

issued the following statement:

"The All-India Trade Union Congress regrets that the
police in the Kerala State had to resort to firing in which
several workers were killed and wounded.

"The AITUC notes the fact that the Kerala Communist
ministry had succeeded in governing the State for the last
sixteen months without resorting to thse use of police force
and in rendering relief to the exploited people.

"This success of the Ministry, in sharp contrast with
the failures of the previous Congress and PSP Ministry in
Kerala has enra§ed the leadership of the Congress and the
P3P-RSP in the Kerala State.

"They have long been hatching schemes of vilification
and violence against the trade union, kisan and political leaders
who support the Governmental policies. Some workers and stu-
dents have fallen into the trap of their own enemies and
have towed the suicidal line of the Congress-PSP-RSP alliance.

"The AITUC calls upon all workers in Kerala as also
students and democratic minded people to isolate these provo-
cateurs from their misguided followers, in the interests of
peaceful developkent of the State.

"The AITUC calls upon all its unions to organise workers'
own democratic initiative against the provocateurs and isolate
their evil elements, Only such initiative can keep the popular
Government in saddle and enable it to do constructive work
for the masses., While this ?articular firing may not raise
the question of the Ministry's resignation or stability,
the failure to mobilise and move the masses will help the
provocateurs to canvass support for a demand for resignation.
The AITUC warns the trade unions of Kerala not to be complacent
about the situation but mobilise mass initiative throughout
the country.

"The AITUC notes that the Government has appointed an

Inquiry Committee. It requests the Government to give compensa-
tion to the families of the killed."



@ae /mz»}%

W Abas U,

%w(/uu'e e U ler ety

e HAITUC

![ki'ﬁ »‘h” )‘. )



o g hn —~od—T -
m‘« /éwﬂ—t/&/:/t/j«/

(4444)

D [N Crigpe
3 = i

k psp-RsP
/W ///“/LC



-
{ -
>

~
Nl

LA~ & NANED

AN







()zq_ MATVC_ ’W—%
Mt 4wt ks,

w-j_ : | C,Mf S
) & e L

'xz/z'%t.r}\.,n.) “‘Z
/(.{ & Pl Cacerv it

h—(_ri: /'{3\
Elrvod Mo ol linat,
bt Aewrttas,

Wﬂ; 7 PP = P



Shri A« Dange Generxal Ssmceretary of ths 4ll India Trade
Union Congross has issued the following st atement on the Boek
workerg' strikes-
*The AITUC gtrongly eondemns the firing on the Foxs and
Doek workers in Nadras resulting ip soveral being Eilled and voundsde
*Me all India Trads Union Congrecs svupports the domands
of the Fort and Dogk workers' Federatficn and their decision to strike.
*The & royly of the Oovaersmment of Indis ¢0 thely domandg ip
a very @ame document. The Chaudhary report has hi‘u before GQovernmment
for over nine monthee. QGovernment' g etutent 10n that thay otuld nog
accept It yax without gtudying ity offecrts n all Aty five million
employses i totally migplaced batause each induatry undar the
Goverament has t0 have ity Ooun variations in certain .eaJ-n-Of
vages and working comditiong suittadle to itp o:n. plage in the
national economy and Lty productivity, exeept om certain very
eonmon mat tere suoh ag dYagie ninimum wagaes and hours of work ate.
*iven o0 their own plea, it ip strange why the FProvident
Pund demand could uct B oonceded bBacause Jovermnmsn$ have already
accepted this demand in their labour Conference and have gocoptea
modification of the Frovident Fund sct t0 permit higher oontridbutiom
‘there vage thug no Gifficulty {n accepting ths Frovident
Aund demand at laast, vhen the workern deputation mgt My, 3.8, Fatile.
*Jt wag algd a provocative aet on the part of Government
to have callsd the Jederation leaders to Inlki foy talks and then
to have gpumaarily diemiesed the mosting with the vagus statanent %
that they would bs e¢alled again. ¥hat gaarantes Wag there Shat the
July meeting would come to positive results and nod be an abortive
one again. the trade union leaders eannot ascoept the position of
heing ;iioro on the whins of the Govarsment. If aftar eizht ysarg
of Ylanning, Govewnuent cnanot brimg about #ome bLetterment and
uniformity in working conditiong and wages of thelir vast number of
emiloyee s iR a Plannsd manney, then it eananot Inzsncesrsaxgptas
blams workers for going on strike.

TR
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*The AITUC wisheg $0 bring to the attention of the public
an {ni;tence how pighe eldly Government hehavese. W8 goked for a
ocopy of fhmwily Chaudhary Report in oxer t© advice cur union en the
matter. The Govemment replied to us that ths Report was “secret®
(o), In gpite of the faot coples of the report ware given te
soversl unions snd offfcers $n the various Sateg and even s press
sumaary Of the Report hod Deen Lesied YW Govemuent itsslf. Now
sick. o TepOIt wag A *ge0rel* for the AITUC slens 1g inecmprolisngible.

*the AITUC gtringly digspproveg of the readiness with which
the Govermuent is now uging tho ayny %0 bLresk strikXeos or terrorige
the wo ke ¥se

*It wap done in Jamghedpur to help Xkx a pPrivate company
and now it ig deing done in the dockgy. I€ Government persists in
the uge of such vioclgnt forves te swprees st rikee, it will lesd toO
strious repurcugesions in the wyholeo ladour mowument.

*The AITUC strongly confems Govermaent' g move to prevent
the Dock workerp from getting the support of the intemational bodiey
and the vorking olagse. It 4is inherent right of the wo Rers to
ssek international golidarity and thers is nothing wnpatwiotic adout
1t, 1f ths Fe & Be Foderstion asked uniong in other ecuntrien %0
suppoxt them, If the Goverament can use intermstional forces for
it o own purposeg whby ocannot the workers 4o the mme? Qur
internationsl solidarity is neither agaimmt the country nor the
Goverumental ruls ag sich but purely a matter of trade union
nolidarity against the omployers' attaek on the workers' elaimg and
right s,

*The AITUC arreals $0 the Govarsment o0 eoncede the
ninimum demandse at leagt in the intarest of nsﬁmd sconomy and
the slan and Pprove their own patriotign algo te the pecpls, instend
of casting reflectiong on workers' patriosi gu.*

ALL 1¥pIa TRADZ UNION CONIHESS

- Telaphones T1l8s
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The E2dfter, Jm;. un,.lgw. o Bonday 4
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Dear &r.

Fleass publish the sbove statemsat in the ool
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
L4 Ashok Road, New Delhi

4

August 1, %958

Shri S.A.Dange, M.P., General Secretary, All-India Trade
Union Congress, has sent the following telegram to Shri N.Srikantan
Nair, President, United Trade Union Congress, Quilon, Kerala:

"AS WE ARE ALL PARTY TO CONVENTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
ADOPTED IN TRIPARTITE CONFERENCES IN DELHI AND NAINITAL
REGARDING CO:DUCT CF DISPUTES AND INTER UNION RELATIONS
I REQUEST YOU,IF YOU DO NOT MIND, TO LET ME KNOW IF THE
U.T.U.C. UNIONS IN KERALA AS WELL AS THE EMPLOYZRS AND
GOVERNMENT HAVE OBSERVED THEM OR NOT IN THIS AND
OTHER DISPUI'ES. REPORTS ALLEGE THAT YOU ARE NOT CONDUCTING
YOURSELF Or THE BASIS OF THOSE CONVENTIONS, HENCE
THIS REQUEST

- DANGE, GENERAL SECRETARY, AITUC,W

The following telegram has been sent to the President,

Kerala Branch of the Indian National Trade Union Congress,

Ernakulam, Kerala:

"AS JE ARE ALL P»RTY TO CONVENTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
ADOPTED IN TRIPARTITE CONFERENCES IN DELHI AND NAINITAL
REGARDING CONDUCT OF DISPUIES AND INTER UNIOW RELATIONS,
I REQUEST YOU,IF YOU DO NOT MIND, TO LET ME KNOW IF THE
I.N.T.U.C. UNIONS IN KERA4ALA A4S WELL AS THE EMPLOYERS i4ND
GOVERNMENT HAVE OBSERVED TnEM OR NOT IN THIS AND OTHER
DISPUTES. REPORTS AL.EGE THAT YOU ARE NOT CONDUCTING
YOURSELF ON [HE BASIS OF THOSE COMVENTIONS. HENCE THIS
REQUEST .,

- DANGE, GENERLL SECRETARY, AITUCY

Heaeaie e vie

Shri Dange has addressed the following letter to Shri U.N,
Dhebar, President, Indian National Congress, New Delhi:

Dear Shri Dhebarbhai,

I have seen reports in the press that you are worried
about the situation in Kerala, especially about its law
and order. -

I am not writing to you with regard to the general
problem of law and order, as you pose it, but about certain
specific aspect of it 'in relation to trade unions and workers.
The INTUC as a trade union body receives its guidance from
the Congress and is also organisationally connected with

the Congress. Hence, I am writing to you as well as to
the INTUC about it.

v+v.. One of the



One of the frominent Congress leaders, Shri P, Govinda
Menon, who was the Chief Minister in the Congress Mlnlotry in
Travancore Cochin, suddenly interested himself in the
grievance of some four workers in the Sitharam Mills and
developed a situation of satyagraha and widening the
dispute into one of political battles.

Now you are aware that in the matter of trade
union disputes, there exist the Tripartite Conventions
of Delhi and Nainital which are agreed to by all trade
union organisations, employers and Governments. The
AITUC unions are always asked by the INTUC and the Congress
Governments and employers to observe these conventions
even though they themselves may not do'so.

1t would be pertinent to ask if Shri Menon and
the INTUC leaders in Kerala are abiding by these
conventions.

It would certainly be relevant to put a counter-
question also - whether the Kerala Government had
observed these conventions. The LITUC feels that in
the matter of the Seetharam Mills the Government as an
employer did everything within their power-to carry out
the spirit of the convention and hence we did not support
the agitation as a trade union.

The question is, will you as Congress President, ask
Shri Menon for an explanation and, secondly, ask the INTUC
union leaders there whether in their relation with the
Government or the unions of the AITUC, they are observing

the Nainital and Delhi Conventions (1ncluding the one on
inter-union rivalry).

Very much was heard from the Congress leaders and
Government in Bihar about the Conventions when the Jamshedpur
strike took place.

Is it not strange that nothing is mentioned about
them in regard to disputes in Kerala?

I would request you to give some attention to
this aspect of the matter.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

S. 4. DANGE

NOTE: A copy of the letter to Shri Dhebar has also been
forwarded to Shri S.R.Vasavada, General Secretary,
INTUC, In his forwarding letter Shri Dange wrote:
"May I put the same question and problem (raised in
the letter to Shri Dhebar) before you, for your
consideration also?'

Secretary
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE :
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The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has

issued the following statement:

"We are surprised that in his understandable anxiety to
disclaim the increase in the membership of the AITUC, the President
of the INTUC should rely more on slanderous statements than on-
hard facts.

"The debacle faced by the INTUC in its efforts to impose
itself on the Indian working class, despite all official patronage
and active support, has been widely discussed in the press and
it needs scarcely be reiterated here. No amount of slander on
other central trade union organisations, which the INTUC leaders
might sedulously spread, can hide the reality.

"As to whose membership has erred on exaggeration, it is
common knowledge that not only the AITUC, but the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha and the United Trade Union Congress has time and again conde-
mned the official boost in membership given by the Government to
the INTUC in the past years, through an arbitrary method of veri-
fication. It was not surprising that the INTUC which was borne
in 1947 with the patronage of the then Deputy Prime Minister and
other ministers of the Union and State Governments, not to say of
big employers, should be bestowed officially with inflated member-
ship. -

"In the recent past, however, the struggles of the working
class for its legitimate demands, which were consciously opposed by
the INTUC, have torn to pieces the highly inflated claims of the
INTUC, so much so that even big employers have expressed their
extreme annoyance over their investments yielding poor results.

But the Government obligingly "verified" their membership figures
as the largest.

"The AITUC did not submit its figures for verification by
the Ministry of Labour, in the last two years, as a protest against
the policy of discrimination followed by the Government of India.
The AITUC, however, welcomes the fact that in the 16th Indian
Labour Conference held at Nainital in May this year, a new
Frocedure of verification of membership has been devised.
iccording to this procedure, the right to challenge inflated
figures in membership has been espressly provided. It is because
of this guarantee against arbitrary procedures for verification
of trade union membership that the AITUC has decided to submit
its membership lists this year.

"The AITUC expects that an impartial scrutiny of the member-"
ship of the central trade union organisations would take place
and hence, at this stage, when such a scrutiny has already
begun, we feel it umnecessary cithecr to reiterate our claims cr
refute the claims of other organisations.

"One thing more. We stand for the unity of the trad: uniorf
movement and abide by the Inter-Union Code of Conduct evolved by
mutual consent at Nainital. We are therefore desisting from any
effort at mutual recriminations which would lead to further
intensification of inter-union rivalries.

. "The reference made by the INTUC President to the Jamshedpur
strike in the context of the Code of Discipline, we wish to
point out, is rather wide off the mark. The Code does ‘not ban

B i e
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strikes and whatever has happened at Jamshedpur on May 12,
can happen everywhere in the same circumstances.

"In fact, Shri Michael John, a Vice President of the INTUC,
had to call a strike in the Telco Works, Jamshedpur, on August 3.
The INTUC unions are also very much in the picture as far as
the current Calcutta tramway strike and the token strike on
Septemper 15 in W.Bengal plantations, are concerned.

"The Ministry of Labour instituted an inquiry, in the
context of the Code of Discipline, regarding the Jamshedpur strike.
We have pressed the question as to what was left undone by the
AITUC union to get the demand of enhancement of D.A. fulfilled?
After the strike, now even Shri Michael John has raised this demand.

"Je stand by the Code of Discipline and the Code of
Conduct.

"Our experience of the last few months is that the employers
in the private and public sectors are not honouring the Code in
the letter and spirit in which it was adopted. It is normally
not our job to find out if the INTUC has been following the Code
of Discipline or not."

e p— as
(K.G.Sriwastava)/‘g//x/J
Secretary
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Ready gram declinad by a rupee

liry. Business to tune of 2,006
2,500 bales of superfine Bengal
eshi (new crop) was reported on
ations of Abohar and Sriganga-
igar lines.
Staple cotton (new crop) at-
acted inquiry from Bombay mer-
ants. Mills generally did not
iow any interest.

OMBAY COTTON

Weather Repori‘:s B
Depress Futures .

FROM QUR BOMBAY , OFFICE
BOMBAY, Sept. 15—Cotton futures
ymmenced lower and declined fur-
ier on heavy bull nqu!dation and
sar sales following Teports of very
wourable weather = from ‘all. over
1e - cotton belt. The weak . trend
'as also partially due to_the widely
old belief that cotton —crop' this
:ason would be. much higher tha.n
arly anticipations., 1
Jarilla March opened ]ower at Rs
58.50., From Rs 659 it dropped. on
eavy liquidation to Rs 655 and clos-
1 at Rs 655.50, The turnover was
itimated around 10,000 bales.
In the ready section, trading was
all, Business was negotiated in

ts like Bagalkot, Akola, Amugotl,
handesh, Berar,  Jaydhar, Punjatr
arati, Moglai and Porbundar.

ELHI BULLION s

Prices Tend To
BY m—FD'uumcH*Ynm%ﬁ“

Steadier conditions were noticed |.

the Delhi bullion market on
onday. The turnover, particulariy
silver, was good with wide fluc-
ations,

Early in the session . silver lost
ound due to selling pressure
ompted by heavy arrivals, But
wards close there .was a smart
lly thanks to fresh support. In-
ease In badla charges in favour of
:yers aided sentiment.

The session-end quotations were
ound the day’'s highest levels and
!d and silver futures disclosed
iins of 9 nP and 19 nP, respective-
. over the day.: Offtake in' silver
1s reported to be about 35 bars
;ainst a better inﬂow of about £0
\TS.

Increase In Area
Under Potatoes

According to the Directorate of
onomics and Statistics, the all-
dia second estimate of potatoes
c 1957-58, placed the area ' at
6,000 acres, against the corres-
nding adjusted estimate of
0,000 acres for 1956-57. , This
ows an increase of 66,000 acres
9.4 per cent in area as compar-
to 1956-57. The extent of the
ea sown as given in the second
timate is correct up to the end
May, 1958.—P.T.1.

Late Quotations

Following are Monday’s latest
auotatione.
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3 .By' A S(aﬁ Reporter

The President of the Indian National
Trade Union Congress, Mr. G. Rama-
nujam, on Monday demanded an in-
quiry . to” determine the source of the
“huge funds” with which, he alleged,
the Communists were financing their
trade union activities.

\

Addressing a press conference, Mr.
Ramanujam said that he had receiv-
ed reports that “the Communists arc
makmg ydetermined efforts by throw-
ingin'a ]arge number of full-time paid
workers in all industries and 'in * all
centres. ¢ This will, naturally involve
considerable - cxpend:ture and it s
obvious that the amount collected from
labour ‘alone will not be: sufficient to
mect a fractlon of tlns expendmne =

He*tefened‘ to - ihe allegatnon made
by “the -President of the Kerala Pra-
desh''" Congress  Committee that  the
Communist Party had already collect-
ed about Rs. 75 Jakhs. This allega-
tion " was demed by, the. Secretary of
the Kerala" “Communist Party. But,
Mr, ‘Ramanvjam said: ~ “A  probe
into the sources of the Communist
Party’s financial 'position will be not
' | only revealing but alsolis called for.”

The INTUC chief  said he was
convinced that the claim made by the
All-India Trade Union Congress that
its membership had increased to over
17 71,000 was exaggerated. He said

sear the A-ITUC claimed a mem-
bership of :only. nine lakhs, Hence,
it could not be true that its strengin
had increased by over five Jakhs in the
last. 12 months, he said. “The
A-ITUC's  claim of about 2,70,000
members in Kerala alone is surprs-
ing. It is doubiful whcther the

“HUGE- tFUNDS” |

strength oE mdus{naldabour in Kerala
is that much,” he'added, -
" He, however, reaffirmed the INTUC's
claim of a membership of * 14,25,000.
“] believe if the machinery for scru-
tiny will go intc the details of the
claims of both thoroughly, the INTUC
is" sure to'be found to be. the most
representative organisation,” he said.
~Mr. Ramanujam charged that in
Kerala® Communist upions were vio-
lating the terms of the Naini Tal
code of conduct in regard to -inter-
union relations by indulging in vio-
lence “with a view to terrorising la-
bour from joining the INTUC unions.”
In Munnar (Deviculam) he received
complaints that waorkers, who came
from estates fo attend® the meetings
of the INTUC unions, were assaulted.
He was, therefore, surprised that Mr.
S. A. Dange should have. accused the
INTUC unions of violating the code.

He said that in Kerala workers ow-
ing allegiance to non-Communist trade
union organisations lived“in a “State
of insecurity and “there’ appears to be
little chance of free trade union move-
ment functioning if the prcscnt slate
of affairs. are allowed to - coni@ue.
This_is more particularly - so in the
case of plantation ' labour: as. plagta-
tions are generally far away om
cities and are’in the midst of “jils.”

He claimed that the INTUC was
today ‘the! strongest organisatign '
the textiles, ‘ plantations, 'jute, écment,
iron and stecl, coal mines and motor
transport industries. In view of the
growing importance of the 'uublic sec-
tor the INTUC would take steps 1o
organise workets in the public scctor
effectively,

Referring to the food sitna‘ion, he
deplored attempts of the Ceairal and
State  Governments to disown = ces-
ponsibility. In the process, the peo-
ple. particularly the wage-earners,
suffered. 1If this position continued,
it might seriously affect’ the produc-
tive effort of the workers. It was ne-
cessary for Government to take m-
mediatc  steps fo supplying food|
grains at subsidized prices in all work-
g class areas, Aic said, ]
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" DANGE'S ILINESS ®

T , _

Shri K.G. Sriwastav, Secretary, 4ll India Trade Union
Congress in a press note says:-

" "Our attention has been drawn to a write up in a Bombay
Weekly on Com. Dange's health. The writer has exercised his
fertile imagination to spin out stories based on the fact that
Com. Dange was not keeping good health before he left India.
Therefore we are giving below his present condition:-

"Com. Dange left for Moscow on 10th Sep tember 1958 along
with his wife who has been 111 for the last two years, for her
treatment.'.“cbm. bange himself was suffering from diabetes and
low blood pressure in the last few months and was adviced complete
rest. In Moscow, Doctors adviced him immediate treatment for his
low blood pressure and diabetes. Accordingly he was admitted in
the Hospital and the treatment continued till 24th October. He
has progressed well and is now out of the Hospital. We learn
from his letter and from the friends who have rebenfiy'mct'him that
he has progressed well end he is likely to g to a Sanatorium for
convalescence."

The Editor,l,u

Dear Sir, &

Please publish the above statement in the coluims of

your esteemed papef and oblige.

g e

/
S SBCRETARTY.

Yours. fat thfully,
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

4 Ashok Road, New Delhi

October 24, 1958
PRESS COMHMUNIQUE .

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has

issued the following statement:

The AITUC fully supports the demands put forward by the
plantation workers of Kerala, who are on strike in Devicolom
and Peermade plantations since Cctober 4.

"The policy of the plantation owners, led by British
planters, in refusing to concede the legitimate demands of the
workers, has led to disastrous consequences and the AITUC takes
a grave view of this situation.,

"If the plantation workers in Kerala are forced by the
employers to.go on a united State-wide strike from tomorrow
onwards, the unions in the plantation industry all over India
are considering steps to express their powerful solidarity
with their brethren in Kerala,

"The unions affiliated to the Indian National Trade Union
Congress and Shri B.K.Nair, the State INTUC President, are in
the United Action Committee, along with the AITUC and UTUC
unions, for conducting the State-wide strike in plantations
contemplated from tomorrow. The strike in Devicolom estates
which began on October L4, was also jointly called by the AITUC
and INTUC unions. All these clearly give the lie to the propa-
ganda of the vested interests that the plantation strike in
Kerala is politically motivated.

"In this connection, it is also relevant to point out that
the efforts at conciliation made by Shri T.V.Thomas, Kerala
Labour Minister, and his proposal to pay Re.20 lumpsum, to
avert the strike so that production does not suffer, has been
turned down by the employers.

' "Thus the united move of trade unions of all affiliations
1s against the stubborn and provocative attitude of the planters
in relation to the workers' long-outstanding demands. '

"It is strange, however, that the President of the INTUC,
Shri G.Remanujam, camping on the other side of the Ghats,
should indunlge it Grivicioms of the just struggle of the planta-
tion worhers and the helpful attitude of the Kerala Government,
in tune with the British plangers. This is perhaps the INTUC
way of observing the Code of Diocipline and ?nfor-ﬂnion Code
of Conduct!

"Shri P,Ramamurti, Vice President, and Shri K.T.K.Tangamani
M.P., Secretary, of the 4#ITUC, are now in Kerala for an on-the-
spot study of the situation there."

b)

Ul firrdoS

(K.G.Sriwastava)* £
Secrotary, AITUC
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

4 Ashnk Road, New Delhi

FOR FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION October 21, 1958

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has issued the
following manifesto on the occasion of the 38th Anniversary of the AITUC:

OBSERVE THE 38TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AITUC!

INTENSIFY STRUGGLE FOR BUILDING WORKING CL ASS AND TRADE UNION UNITY!

October 31, 1958, will mark the 38th Anniversary of the birth of the All-
India Trade Union Congress. This is a historic’' occasion for th- sntire working
class of our country, irrespectiv- of pr-s-nt-day affiliations, b-cause it
commermorates the founding of th-~ first central trad- union organisation ever
to be =established in our country.

Through what trials and tribulations, what vicissitudes and conflicts, what
dictories and setbacks, the Indian working class movement has had to pass in the
last four decades is well-known. This history is at th~ same timr essentially
the history of the AITUC, and there is no section of trade unionists in our
country today which has not at somr p-riod or oth-r bren associated with the
AITUC and identified th:ir careers with its fortunes.

That is why the AITUC itself is history. And on the forthcoming 38th
mniversary of its birth, we can rightfully exp ct th~ working class to pay
due homage to its proid traditions, its glorious record of struggl-s and sacrifices,
and the innumerable rartyrs who have given their all to de~fend and build it
through thick and thin.

Since 1947, the trade union mov-ment has bsen disastrously split among
~ssentially political lines. Whatever the verdict of history may b-, it can nav--
place the burden oI responsibility for this disruption on those who remained
loyal to the AITUC and to the principles of demccratic functioning. It was the
lsadership of the Indian National Congress and the.Socialist -Party which deli-
berately chose tc break awgy from the united trade union centre and to form their
INTUC,/HMS, ther=by bringing grist to the mill of the bourgroisie.

The AITUC remained faithful to the ideology of class strugglc, of firm
defence of the workers' int-rests, of uncompromising r~sistance to the onslaught
of the capitalists, both Indian and foreign, upon the workers'! living standards.
And because o its stand, the AITUC becams th= main target of the wrath of the
ruling class and was subjected, in the years from 1948 to 1951, to th~ eoncentratec
fire of repression. Any other organisation, in similar circumstances, would
either have collapsed or abjectly surrender~d. But the AITUC braved the storm
in conditions of virtual ill-gality, with many of its unions crippled, its
leaders and cadres imprison-d, its members shot down, ‘beaten and tortured,
its legal rights brutally violated, its normal functioning dislocated. Still,
the enemy failed to crush the AITUC.

In the last six yrars, what a different story has unfolded itself! Despite
Severs handicaps, despite the hostile discrimination practised by the Govern-
ment and the employers, despite the common weakness of disunity in the general
movement, the AITUC has steadily grown in strength, in mass influence, in orga-
nisation and in effective lead~rship until today it is once again bidding for
recognition as the country's premier trade union organisation with an affilia-
ted membership of over 14 lakhs, thereby challenging th~ claims of the officially-
sponsorad INTUC itself. ' )

This story of growth and developm-nt is by no means fortuitous. It is the
outcom of the AITUC's continued and loyal adherence to all that was historicall,
best in its traditions ~ the struggle for unity and for united struggl~s of the

. . . working class against the
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The AITUC appeals to all its affiliated units, to all its friends
and well-wishrrs, to all its brother trad~ union organisations and to all
fraternal mass oreanisations of other secticns of our democratic people,
to join with it in country-wide observance of October 31, by organising
commemmoration rallies, meetings and demonstrations, cultural performances,
exhibitions, symposia, and so on, and thus to make this historic day of
our working class movement a real pepular celebration.

The AITUC calls upon its units to pl~dge before the workers on this
day that we shall, as ever, stand unflinchingly beside them through all
trials and struggles, and shall always try to help the great working class
to unite itself in its onward march to prace, democraty and socialism.

LONG LIVE THE AITUC!
LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE INDIAN WORKING CLASS!

LONG LIVE THE FRATERNAL ALLIANCE OF THE DEMOCRATIC MASSES!
LONG LIVE WORLD PEACE! /

WORKERS OF THE WORLD — UNITE! /
/ A.I.T.U.C. SECRETARI AT

C/K:é /‘W'—“”‘“g
(K.GsPWETtava) 0
astav ] /’Q‘__

Secretary



ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESZSS
L Ashok Road, New Dedhi

i

PRESS COMMUNIQUE October 21, 1958

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has

issued the following statement:

"The AITUC expresses its regret over the unfortunate
firing in the plantation area in Kerala, resulting in the
death of two workers and injury to some others.

TAlthough the exact circumstances in which firing was
resorted to are not yet known to us, we have no hesitation
in demanding that the Government of Kerala should appoint
a judicial inquiry into the firing and pay compensation to
the injured and the families of the deceased."

U, oS
il /m
(K.G.Sriwastava)2/)y)

Secretary f il



4LL-INDIA TRADE UNTON FTONGRESS

L, Ashcok Road, New Dalhi

FOR_FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION . "October 21, 1958

The Secootariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has issued the

“ollowing me1ifesto on the occasion of the 38th Anniversary of the AITUC:

QESERVE THE 38TH ANNIVERSAFY O HE ATIUC!

INTENCIFY STRUGCGLE FOR DUILDING "ORKiNE (7 ADS AND) TRADE UNION UNITY!

Octor-r 31, 1958, wil: mark the 38th Anniverscry of the birth of the All-
.~dia Trare Union Congress. This is a hisltoric occasion for th- ~ntire working
lass of our country, irrespsctiv- of pr-s-nt.day affiliations, b-cause it
.ommemmorat-s the founding of th-~ firs: central trad- union organisation ever
.o be =ss.ablished in our country.

Th-ough what trials and tribulations, what vicissitudes and conflicts, what
“irtcri s and setbacks, {ne Indian working cless movement has had to pass in the
lest feur decades is weli-known. Thishirtery is at th~ same time essentially

e i tory of the AITU(, and there is no section of trade unionists in our
ceonty - today which has not at som p-riod or othrr beeon associated with the

AITUS and identified tl:ir carsrrs witli its fortunes.

‘hat is why the .ITUC itself is history. And on the forthcoming 38th
fnmiaversary of its bi th, we can rightfully exp ¢t th~ working class to pay
wu= liomage to its prcid traditions, its glarious record of struggl-s and sacrifi o=
:nd “he Innumerable rartyrs who hav~ g ~~n their all to defehd and build it
“heeagh thick and th n. ]

Since 1947, th~ trade union mov-m»rt has bern disastrously split among
~sgentially politi al lines.. Whatev-r the verdict of history may b-, it can nev
Dlace the burden c: responsibility for *this disrupt’ on on thoss who remained
lLoyal to the AITU" and to the principles ol « »mccre .ic functioning. It was the
.»aderchip of the Indian National Cong:'ass e o! the Socialist Party which deli-
herate~ly chese tr break awgy from the nnitec trad» union centre and to form thel -
INTUC, /HMS, ther by bringing grist to the r 13 of the bour groisie.

The AITUC ' emained faithful to the~ i ~ology of clavs struggle, of firm
“afence of the vorkers' intrrests,.of urocnpremising resistance to the onslaught
of the capital: ‘ts, both Indian and fo =igi., uor the workers'! living standards.
And because ol its stand, the AITUC Y:camr th-= -w@in target of the wrath of the
ruling class 1.1 was subjected, in ta~ yrzis [ om 1498 to 1951, to th- concentrot-
f'r~> of rep- s ion. Any othar o ruaisation, - :. 3ims ar circumstances, would
~ither hav: cc .lapsed or abjec’..y surr-rd-r-J. 3But tre AITUC braved the storm
in conditfins Hf virtual ill-ality, with :ary of its inions crippled, its
lenders ¢ .d cadres imprison~d, its memhe:c shot down, beaten and tortured,
its lege’. rights brutally violated, its rormal functicnirg dislocated. Still,
v~ enery failed to crush the AITUC.

7. the last six yrars, what a different story has unfolded itself! Despite
“mw=r hahdicaps, despite the hostile discrimination practised by the Govern-
1. nd the employers, despite the common weakness of disunity in the gene.al
wvem nt, the AITUC.has steadily grown in strrngth, in mass influence, in o pe-
~we2toon and in effective lead~rship until today it is once agein bidding for
r-rognition as the country's premier trade union organisation with an affilia-
v~d w=rbership of over 14 lakhs, thereby challenpgine th-~ claims of the officially-
sponsor:d INTUC itself. ’

This story of growth and development is by no mrans fortuitous. It is the
9utcoyn of the AITUC's continued and loyal adherrnce to all that was historical®
best in its traditions - the struggle for unity and for united strugoles of lhe

. working class against the



-2 - ‘ -,

working clas: against the constantly intensifying attacks of the bourgroisie
Th~ AITUC hLzs play~d a l-ading rol- in the overwhelming majority of the
mighty striks struggl-s waged by our workers, from 1953 onwards, for higher
wagz-s, security of s-~rvic~, th~ right to bonus, rxtrneion of trade union
rights, and cgainst retr-nchm-nt, rationalisstion, wage-cuts, victimisation,
and une~mprloyment. And throughout thrse struggles, whether conducted =mimmk
singly o joirtly, the AITUC has st iven to forge a unitel front of all wunicn:
jirespecrive ¢ affiliation, and ha also repeatedly made unity proposzls

and app-zals to the other TU Centres.

A% the same time, what has pariicularly distinguished the AITUC -rom
other :entral orgenisations in this pericd has bee~n its acwive concera for ti-
cause of world prace and anti-colonialism. Rejecting the alse ideo..ogy
that trade nnions should hold thems-lvas aloof from "polit:ics', the .ITUC
Las sought to eduzate the workers on their obligations as part of “he
international movement against inperiaiist war plots, milita:y blocs, and
the threat of nuclsar aggressicn and for the peace, disarmamsat, Afro-

Asian solidarity, -rlendshlp and cooperation with the countri.s of Socialirm
and thal trade union crganisaticns and the dafﬂlcﬂ of thn ne ional indepe :~
dence oI all peoplrs. F

Th» application of this correct working class policy has “tself dew.lop-c
the ATTUC's maturit;- and helped to extend greatly the scope of its activ.-
ties and organisaticn. The AITUC hac penstrated into mw secto-s of industry;
it has organis~d vast "backward!" sectionz in the plantations an. mines as welil
as the more "advancei" workers of th- steesl mills and the new S-ate-owr=d
indus ri=s; its repiesentatives in varicus States have won stri'dng victoriez
in th> 1957 General Rlections to Parliament and the ltate legis.atures: its
nmass dase among the working class of Kerala is on~ aof the most ‘olid pillars
of th= new, demccratic, Communist-l-d Ministry thers; it has es=ablished nev
and “ruitful contacts with the international working class moverent and
be. i a worthy detachment of the great World Feaderatign of Trade Unions.

The AITUC can ro longer be ignored by its enemies and detracuors. Its
prestigs today in tt- eyes of the workers and the democratic publi-: is
unrivalled. Its rignts to recogaition and representation, th-ugh %ill
curbed, are being increasingly wiested from the uhwilling hanis of :he
Central and State G:vernments and the employers.

Today, the big:zest task still facing th» workers of India is the over-
coming of the divizions within their ranks and the forging o their :lass
unity both in strusgle and in organication. So long as disription remaing =
major force, the working class can never win even its minimm rights &nd
Jemands, can never be sure of those already won, and can ne-er play its true
role in the great struggles for genuine national reconstruction and independent
development of the national economy, as a stepping stons tc¢ the goal of sociul.
Unity is all the more urgently necessary because attacks aixd burdens upon
the working class ave intensifying daily, due to the deepering crisis o7
the werld capitalist rconomy and of cur own Second 'Five Year Plan,

The AITUC has dedicated itself to the central task ol developing workers!
unity in action, and of taking every possible initiative for strengtheni-g
fravernal ties between itself and all non-AITUC trade union organisatione
without distinction. At the same tire, the AITUC must.work tirelessly to
st.réngthen itself, to expand and perfect its own organisation, to
accelervate its own development activities also - because every advance
registared by the AITUC means an advance for the forces of unity.

It is with this outlecok and in this. epirit that we should celebrate
the 38th Anniversary of the AITUC on October 31. This is an occasion for
exyre ssing pride in our past, enthusiasm and class fraternity in the
rrec-ut, and confidenc~ and determination for the future.

PTO
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The AITUC appeals to all its affiliated units, to all its friends
and well-wish~rs, to 211 its brother trad~ union organisations and to all
fraternal mass orecanisatior® of other =~cticne of our democratic prople,
to join with it in countrv-wide observance of Octobsr 31, by organising
commemmor ation rallies., meetings and demonstrations, cultural performances,
exhibitions, symposia, and so on, and thus to make this historic day of
our working class movement a real peopular celebration.

The AITUC calls upon its units to plrdgr before the workers on this
day that we shall, as ever, stand unflinchingly beside them through all
triale and struggles, and shall zlways try to help the great working class
to unite its-1f in jts onward march to prace, democraty and socialism.

LONG LIVE THE AITUC{

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE INDIAN WORKING CLASS!

LONG LIVE THE FRATERNAL AL LIANCE OF THE DEMOCRATIC MASSES!

LONG LIVE WORLD PEACE!

WORKERS OF THE WORLD - UNITE!
A.I.T.U.C. SECRETARTAT

Ul fote S
(KG—SW

Secretary 71
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGR E S S

l, Ashok Road, New Dedhi

PRESS COMMUNIQUE i October 21, 1958

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has
issued the following statement:

"The AITUC expresses its regret over the unfortunate
firing in the plantation area in Kerala, resulting in the

death of two workers and injury to some others.

Although the exact circumstances in which firing was
resorted to ére not yet known to us, we have no hesitation
in demanding that the Government of Kerala should appoint
a judicial inquiry into the firing and pay compensation to
the injured and the families of the deceased."

e, JQM.\,,..,-GLS
(K.G.SrTwastava) /5,

Secretary . &



Cable ; “AITUCONG" Telephones : i}i
ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
T. U. LAW BUREAU :
R. L. TRUST BUILDING, - 4, ASHOK ROAD,
5,?6.%’;{%’*92“(,}339,{’,- NEW DELHI.

President : V. CHAKKARAI CHETTIAR, ML.C. (Madras).
General Secretary : S. A. DANGE, M.P.

Sept 2@, 1958
FOR FAVOUR OF PUSLICATION

Corrade Md, Elias, M.P., member,
dorkiny Comminrtee, ALTUC, has arrived
in Belhi {rom Prague this morning.

Coni.Elias went to Burope in the
middle of July in connaction with
Warld reace Con-ress held in Stockholw
and to atuon! Lal exiraoriindry session
of dorid Yedezration of Trade Jnions
on Middie Hasy :nﬂ 4100 Lo atbend
the third International Conference
of Metrl & quxneeri,g dorkers held
in Prague Traa 2ist o 25th 3zotember.

LR VRS

1y - - Y
[YPRS I J7 ToTlstava)

Secretary



ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

k Ashok Road, New Delhi

PRESS COMMUNIQUE November 5, 1958

The Secretariat of the All-India Tracde Union.Congress has
issued the following statement:

"According to reports received from Jamshedpur, the condi-
tion of trade unioniste who are in jail s« nce May last, and facing
trial in connection with the Jamshedpur steel strike, is causing
grave anxiety, and ore ¢f them, Shri Kalindi died on October 29.

"Shri Barin Dey, a leader of “he Jamshedpur Mazdoor Urion (AITUC),
and one of Ui under-tricl prisonnrs, ccllapsed in jail due to
high blood pnressure. No proper medical attention was given to
him. Even the jail doctor certified zhat 'there is a likelihood
of his getting a shock endangering his life' and urged expert
medical treatmznt, 8hri Dey's blood pressure had shot up to
273 points.

"Shri Jagir Singh, another trade unionist, is suffering from
serious illness, suspected to be tuberculosis.

"The tragic death of Shri Haridas Kalindi, who was earlier

injured in the police firing on May 20, has shocked the trade union
movement.

"Shri Barin Dey and Shri Jagir Singh, in their critical condi-~
tion, were removed from jail to hospital at a very late stage.
Instead of giving them urgent medical attention, they were subjected
to further harassment by the police., At one stage, it is reported,
even the medical authorities protested at this inhuman attitude
of the police, when a sergeant tried by force to hand-cuff Shri
Barin Dey chaining him to the hospital bed-frame. This was done even
when the hospital premises wero heavily guarded by armed policemen.

« "The bail petiticns moved on becnalif ¢f these under-trial
prisoners were rejected by the Patna high Court. The Jamshedpur
Mazdoor Union had appealed to the Government to release the ailing
prisoners for proper medical treatment but the Bihar Government -has
so far not moved in the matter,

"The AITUC strongly protests at this criminal neglect of the
health and life of these popular lcaders jailed in Jamshedpur and
wishes to state that such an inhuman treatment of under-trial priso-
ners is indeed an affront to civilised society.

"The AITUC therefore demands that the Government authorities in
Bihar should immediately release Shri Barin Dey and other under-
trial prisoners who are seriously ill, on humanitarian grounds, so
that proper medical treatment may be arranged for them. The Altuc
also demands that the Government should immediately improve the
amenities for the trade unionists in jail and stop all harassment by
the police and jail officials.

"The AITUC calls upon its affiliated unions and the working
class to protest against the inhuman treatment meted out to the -
Jamshedpur trade unionists in jail and press the Bihar Government to
secure them human conditions of life and speedy justice."

Ue pmwﬁxs 1
(K.G.smagm/

Secretary



|

(1)

1% SEP 195%

STATEMENT BY SHRI G.RAMANUJA, PRESIDENT
OF THE TNTUC, AT TH: PRESS CONFERENCE ON ]
15TH SEPTEMBER 1958. e

Membership Claim.

We have been hearing recently about growing influence of

.the communists among labour in this country. I have eseen the claim

made by the AITUC some weeks back that its membership is now over
14% lacs while the INTUC's claim is just about 14% lacs. The
AITUC's claim last year was only a little over 9 lacs. If the
present claim of the AITUC is correct, it should mean that within
the last 12 months their strength has increased by over 5 lacs,
which, however, cannot be the case, The AITUC's claim of about

2 lacs and 70 thousand membership in Kerala alone is surprising.
It is doubtful whether the strength of industrial labour in Kerala
is that much. And then there are claims of the INTUC, U.T.U.C.
and other trade union organisations in Kerala, It would also
apprear that similar claims of the AITUC of increase in membership
in the States of Madras, Andhra =2nd other places are alsoc highly
exaggerated. On the other hand the INTUC's claim is solid and
steady and does not give‘room to any exaggeration. I beliecve if
the machinery for scrutiny will go into the details of the claims
of both thoroughly, the INTUC is sure to continue to be the most

representative organisation.

Need for a Probe.

I am also getting reports that the communists are making
determined efforts by throwing in a large number of full-time paid
workers in all industries and in all centres. This would naturally
involve considerable expenditure and it is obviocus that the amount
collected from labour alone will not be sufficient to meet a

fraction of this expenditure, It should be interesting to know

" wherefrom the huge funds for financing such a programme are received,

In this connection it is worthwhile pointing out the allegation made
by the President of the Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee that the
communist party had already collected about 75 lacs of rupeecs, which,

however, has been denied by the Kerala Communist Party Secretary.

‘l".'ll20



Shri Ramanujem's Statement
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A probe into the sources of the communist party's financial posi-

tion will be not only revealing but also is called for.

The Nainital Code at Work,

Some time back there was & complainf by Shri S.A. Dange,
General Secretary of the AITUC, stating that the INTUC unions in
Kerala have not been honcuring the Nainital code, which governs the
conduct of unions in their inter-unim relations, I was myself
in Kerala when this complaint was made by Shri Dange and 1 was
greatly surprised. The fact was that it was the dommunist.unions
who were violating the terms of the code by indulging in violence
with a view to terrorise labour from jcining the INTUC unions.
While I was in Mumnar (Deviculam) I received complaints from local
INTUC unions that normal trade union activity was made impossible
by the violent tactics adopted by the communist union workers.  Even
the workers who were coming from estates to attend the meetings of
the INTUC unions werc assaulted and prevented from attending the
meetings. It was clear that it was the AITUC unions who were
violating every provision of the code., The code so far as the
communists are concerned was still born for it was killed in
Jamshedpur by the communists at the very moment of its birth in
Nainital. 1In the face of these facts, when we received a complaint
from Shri Dange that the INTUC was violating the code, it only
appeared to me to be in conformity with the set pattern of the
communist trade union activity and that they were not really
anxious to honour the code. On the other hand the INTUC unionc
have always been respecting the principles underlying the code,

even before the code was formally adopted.

Labour in Kerala,

Labour in Kerala owing allegiance to non-communist trade
union organisations are in a state of insecurity and there appears
to be little chance of free trade union movement functioning if

the present state of affairs are allowed to continue., This is more

101.0-34



Shri Ramanujam's Statement.

particularly so in the case of plantation lafour as plantations

are generally far away from cities and are in the midst of hills.

/

United Fronts.

There was recently a call by Shri Dange to the so-galled
Leftist trade union organisations in the country to dissolve them-
selves with a view to form a leftist united trade union organisation
to meet the challenge of the INTUC., It is one of the perfected
techniques of the communists lo invite other parties for a united
front, for out of all such united fronts, the communist party has
always emerged stronger and the other components always the weaker,
that is, if they are still left to maintain their identity. Usually
the united front is started by the communists to swallow the smaller
elements in the opposition. In the past there was a lack of ade-
quate realisation of the dangers of the united fronts by the HMS
and other organisations, but they now appear toc be alive to the
dangers inherent in this process. This awakening is reflected by
the re;action of leftist parties in Kerala when invited by Shri

Dange for forming a government of the united front there.

INTUC and Public Sector.

INTUC was formed with a view to organise labour in the
country on the lines of the Textile ILabour Assdciation, Ahmedabad.
During the last 11 years it has concentrated mostly in the private
sector and today it is easily the strongest in textiles, plantations,
jute, cement, iron & steel, coal mines, motor transport, etc. But
then in a country committed to a socialist order of society-the
public sector is bound to go on increasirg and govermment will come
to be the biggest employer in various forms. The INTUC is conscious
of this fact as well as the need for organising the workers in the
pﬁblic sector, which should be the beginning of the second stage in
the work of the INTUC, The INTUC is, thefefore, taking steps to
organise the workers in the public sector effectively. The achieve-

ments of the INTUC in the private sector will be a pointer to the

0.010504-
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\ ////éhri Ramanujam's Statement.
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workers in the public sector, that similar achievements will be
possible if they rallied round the banner of the INTUC,

The INTUC has already made its position clear that there
should be no discrimination whatever between the Wworkers in the
privaete sector and the public sector and programme of work in the

public will be based on this principle.

Food Situation.

The Government does not appear Lo know its own mind on this
most important problem. The State Governments appear to be pointing
their accusing finger towards the Centre and the Centre in turn is
trying to shift the responsibility to the States. In the process
it is the people generally and the wage earners particularly, who
are the hardest hit. Food has been a chronic problem with us; and
the Governments, whether at the States or at the Centre, must have
had sufficient experience by now to tackle it intelligibly instead
of groping about. The increase in the cost of living in conse-
guence of the present food situaticn, coupled with a poor percentage
of neutralisation of the rise in the cost of living by means of
dearness allowance, has affected the working classes adversely. If
this position continues it may seriously affect the productive
effort of the workers. It will therefore be necessary for Govern-
ment to take immediate steps for supplying foodgrains at subsidized
prices in all working class areas either through workers' co-
opgrative stores wherever they exist, and where there are no such
co-operative stores, by asking the District Co-operative Central
Stores to open fair price shops and supply foodgrains through them.
This, however, is only by way of immediate relief. On a long-term
basis the problem cannot be satisfactorily solved unless the land

reforms are expedited and a better incentive is provided to the

actual tiller.

Working Journalists,

The INTUC has been taking active interest in protecting

l...'l|50



Shri Ramanujam's Statement.

and promoting the intercsts of the working jourmalists, even though
the working journalists' organisations are not affiliated to the
INTUC, The INTUC has always been voicing their feelings because
their cause was just. Justice delayed is justicec denied; and the
feeling of dissatisfaction and resentment prevailing émongSt the
working journalists is quite legitimate and I hope that atleast the
present action faken by the Government will lead to some early and
fruitful results, not only in respect of the future but also for
that part of the past they had been victims of the delaying tactics

of the employers.

—— e ——
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INTUC PRESIDENT DISFAVOURS STATE TADING IN FOOD —- DISPUTES

AITUC [IRMBERSHIP CLATMS —- STRESSIS NEED FOR BUILDING ORGAGISATION IN KERALA

Mew Delhi, September 15.

Sri G, Ramanujam, President of the INTUC, said in New‘rr Delhi on Monday that he
did not believe that State trading in wholesale focdgrains, as suggested by the
Congress torking Committee would not solve the food problem, because even then the
retail traders will be free to fix whatever prices they decmed and hence the prices
vould not coae down. lHe wanted food;rains te be subsidised and sold-through co-
operative stores.

The INTUC President, who was spcaling at a press confercnce said that his orga-
nisation held that it would be unfair to have a fixed wage while prices are fluctu-
ating. He suggested that either the wage schedule should also be allowed to fluc-
tuate with the price level, or alternatively, the vrices also should be fixed as
the wages.

s Fair price shops ;co sell foodgrains at subsidised prices were suggested by Sri
Ramanujam as short tern measurc to necet the food situation, while long term measure
like irmediate land reforms were also urged.  fAccording to him, though eleven year
have passed since Independence, the Government has not been able 0 give any mater-
ial bencfits to the actual tiller, nor the minimun wage for agricultural labour has
been fixed, though the Statutory provision was made long ago.

Membership Clains

.-

3egarding membership, the T4 wewident alleged that the AITUC's claim of a
nmembership of 1y lakhs 50 thousand is surprising, because last year they claimed
only 9 lakhs and in the course of onc y2ur they would not be able to reach the pre-
sent figure claimed through ordinary rcans. Sri famanujam said that the figure of
2 lakhs 70 thousand for Kerala was astounding, and thought that the "two lakhs was
bogus, while 70 thousand needed scrutiny!,

He added that last year while the AITUC clained 9 lakhs nerbership last year,
but the Union Labour Ministry accepted only 6 lakhs. Asked whether there was any
difference in the claimed and accepted fipgures of the INTUC last year, he said that
the INTUC claimed 1k lakhs, whilec the accepted figure was only 9 lakhs.

die INTUC President admitted that there has been a fall in the membership of h:
orgar.tacion in Kerala, but did not know whether this was cluc-to fright on the part
of the workers of being represscd, or the workers are thinking that there is no use
for any trade unions. B did not know whethcr those who defected the INTUC joined

v
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the AITUC unions.
Sri Ramanujan said that the tinon-Corrmunist trade union organisations (in

Kerala) are in a state of insecurity" rc there vas nlittle chance of free trade

i i was normalc
union movenent there'. Tn the urban oreas, according to him, there was 7 ¥ s

but in the plantations, the Communist workers are terrorising the INTUC workers -and
actual rurders have taken place, too.

Thourh he did not tvouchsafe" for the KPCC President's allcgation. that the
Comrmnists have alrcady collectec Iis. 75 lakhs, he had grave doubts tbat they were

getting funds from extraneous sources. Te fact that the Communists have put out .

so many paild full time workers in every nlace shows that they are spending money
lavishly, and the President of the IINITUC did not think the workers contributed all

the noncy. it denmanded a probe into the source of the Cormunist Party's income.

oreach Of Code Of Conduct

Asked to expand his denial of the allegation by 7:» AITTC General Secretary,
,v-”Sfi'é:K:-banée, that the TNTUC in Kerala is breaking all codes of conduct accepted
B at Maini Tal, Sri Ramanujam said that the code itself was still-born, because even
at the time of Sri Dange signing the code, it was being violated by them at Jamshed-
pur. He made a counter-alleration that the AITUC workers in Kerala were terroris-
ing INTUC workers, which is against the code, which puts that peaqeful conversion
by persuasion only can be sought “ronm oo union to another.

Deprecating the united front call by Sri Dange, Sri lamanujam said that when-
ever xre was a united front, the Comnunists always emerged out of it stronger,
whils .. others were the sufferers, He said that what was needed was a unity of
all demecroatic trade unions., The INTUC Iresident said that this unity was to be

w211t up froa the bottom and added that if only same top leaders signed an agreement

and said we have united, it will not strenothen the movement, but only weaken it.

The INTUC President clainmed that his organisation was the most independent
trade union organisation and quoted as proof the fact that Congressmen and Pradesh
Congress Cormdttees'! labour wings are organising rival unions against the INTUC. As

fh-uxﬂnpluiwha'Imuhidﬁ?tmmantjﬂnpd w2 Y1 and Nationgl -Press Workers Union in
Hadras, which is organised by the labotr v ol the-tikiras PCC, but not affiliated
to the INITUC. There arc also unions affiliated to the PCCs! labour wings.

Asked ¥ o the demand for the recognition of a union can be counted as a le-

: githna?e_demagd, Er% Jamanujan said it was. However, he udded that the demand for
recognition of a union was an outmoded one, because nowadays any registered trade
umion can raise a demand and ask the labour department of the Goverment to inter-
vene, Whlch would lead to talks with managenent or to adjudication. Recopnition
d not do any particular good in thesc days, Sri Ramanujam said, these ara
‘ ) g a : ; 5 6 da
when they talk about labour participation in managenent. ' i

. The TITUC also'supported the working jowrnalists demand for implementation of
uhf}r award, and said in this connection that he was not against compulsory adjudi-
cavion, because today in India, the corpulsion was always on the ranagement. ( IPA)



ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
L Ashok Road, New Delhi

CIRCULAR No,STUC/8/58
: September 11, 1958

To All STUCg /
n_~ Sub: TUI Agri al & Fore
Worke Bucharest, O -

Dear Comrades,

Ref: Our circulars dated June 10, July 26 and
August 16, 1958

Due to financial stringency, it will not be possible for the
AITUC to subsidise any amount in the fare of comrades attending
the above TUI conference.

2 o The fare from the following important centres to Bucharest
are given below:
R . - .
Bombay to Bucharest (also from Delhi) Rs.3024 approx.
Calcutta to Bucharest Rs.3528 "
Madras to Bucharest Rs.3407 "
3. Comrades should therefore be informed that each of them will

have to collect the above amount and get passport in order to be
able to go to attend the conference. The inconvenience caused to
them is very much regretted,

L. Re. the passport, we have written to the Government of India
and are pursuing it.

5 In the latest arrangements, the amounts need not be remitted
to the Central Office. State TUCs in their stations can make
direct arrangements for booking.

With greetings, Yours fraternally,

&Y 4 fzhhﬁﬁiahif.

(K.G Sriwastava)
Secretary
CIRCULAR No.STUC/9/58 September 11, 1958
Sub: Functioning of Works Committees in Private Sector

Your attention is invited to our Circular on the above subject
printed on page 7 of TRADE UNION RECORD dated May 20, 1958.

2. Very few unions have sent the information on the required pro-
forma, though we know there are many more cases which comrades
would like to bring before the Ministry of Labour.

3. The Ministry of Labour is now in a hurry to close the receipt

of further cases so that they can start examining and categorising
them for necessary action. ‘

Comrades are therefore requested to send more cases, latest
by the end of this month on the form referred to in thg TUR of

May 20, 1958
[ ,~ﬁ-&m£;
.G.Sriwastava

Secretary
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