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AITUC'S APPEAL ON MAY DAY, 1985

On the occasion of May Day 1985, the AITUC sends warm
fraternal greetings to workers and trade unions of India and
of all other countries BRroughout the world.

This vear all progressive mankind throughout the world
will okserve a historic anniversary: it is 40 years since the
victory over Hitlerite fascism and Japanese militamd smy

In the course of the Second wWorld War, more than 60
countries on all continents were affected. Over 50 million
human lives were lost, of which 20 million were of Soviet
citizens alone.

It was the workers and the common bpeople who, as always,
suffered the heaviest losses in the war. That is why the working
g4ass has always been and still is in the forefront of the
struggle for a lasting peace. Without peace, there ean be no
social Or economic progress.

The defeat of fascism ushered in a pew era iy the history
Oof mankind. It led to the emergence of a number of socialist
countries, It led to a period of upsurge of national liberation
movements when one country after another was liberated from the
colonial yoke, beginning with our own country in 1947, It led
to a consolidation of the workers' mosvement in all countries -
in 1945 the World Federation of Trade Unions was formed, the
tirst powerful united international organisation of the working
class throughout the world.

A new stage in international relations came into being.
With the emergence Of a number of socialis* countries, a new
set Of economic relations based on equality between the socialist
countries and the newly liberated countries seeking cooperatieon
in all fields of economic and socisl SRRV R S TSR o1 el by i & o e
non-aligned movement, the ideas of Bahen "Shagil Woedams an pitat Sorm
for fighting against the forces of wor 1d reaction and neo-
colonialism, against the forces *cf war and for a New International
Eeonomic Order. 4 :

In these 40 years the countries with = socialist system
Nave made great strides in economic and social Progress “Cii o
_ . in eradicsting unemployment and illiteracy, poverty and
squalor. The trade unions and working class have also partici-
Pated in full measure to this development. On this May Day we
send Qur warm greetings to the workers and trade unions of the
Soviet Union and other socialist countries and wish them further
sugcesses in their task of puilding socialism, in their struggle
for a lasting peaee.

The second world war resulted in the weakening of imperialisi
and the dawn of independence of our country. Thirty eight years
have gone by. Progress has, no deubt been registered in some
fields of our economy, in education, the fields of science and
technology. The public sector has come to stay. In the last
year, however, events preceding the assassination of +he late
prime minister, Indira Gandhi, and following it, have witnessed
increasing activities of divisive, communal and sevaratist forces
aided and abetted by forces of reagtion, beth interwal and
external., It is to the credit of the workers of Lifeicemnt ry
that they have not falled victim to these forces.
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Theyshavelisteddiimtiin ‘defenee 0of thenatienal ‘unity of the
country, and understood that while fighting for their just demands
they should be in the forefront of the struogle in defence of
national unityv and national integrity, against divisive and
communal forces,

The activities of US imperialists and their allies, around
India, in the Indian Ocean region, the arming of Pakistan with
most sophisticated arms pose a serious threat to India's indepen-
dence and sovereignty, and peace in this regiocn.

The economic crisis in our country is growing more acute.
Year after year, prices have been steadily rising, uhemployment
has reached alarming proportions. Ever increasing numbers are
being thrown out of work as a result of closures, lock-outs ectc.
At the same time, morc and more concessions have been given to the
monopolists, multinationals and the exploiting classes, parti-
cularly so in the recent budget. New burdens are being imposed
on the working people. United actions of the working class have
also been growing. It has become imperative for the workers to
forge greater unity and act in unison against the attacks on
their working and living standards, in defence of their limited
gains, and for defending their rights.

The last year has witnessed further escalation of the arms
race gy the US imperialists, their allies and the transnational
corporations who seek to garner super profits through the armament.
industry, seek™to unleash a war which would mean the end of
mankind. The depleyment by the Reagan administration of the
Pershing missiles. in Western Eurepe, the infamous "star-wars"
programme, the building of nuclear bases all over the world - all
these pose a grave threat to our country as much as any other.

At the same time the forces of peace have been gathering
strength. And today the peace proposals put forward by the
Soviet Union, the new initiatives being taken, have been welcomed
by all peace loving forces,

We, in India, caonot remain silent spectators. The demand
for disbanding the US nuclear base in Diego Garcia, for declaring
the Indian Ocean as a zone of psace today assume added urgency.

The questions of employment, of defending working and living
standards, of achieving all round social and economic progress,
are inseparably linked with the issue of peace. In this year of
the 40th anniversary of the victoryedrfascism we call on all
workers to intensify their actions for

M defetice 0f national unityiand hational lintegrity:

= denunciation of the use of nuclear arms.

- disarmament and a total ban on nuclear weapons

SnamneciaT osglutton iof allkimilitary "bllocs

-~ a ban on the militarisation of outerspace _

- the use of resources now being devoured by the arms race

for peaceful and creative purposes in the workers' interest

matibetter T Id el for all workingiveople
= an end te high prices and unemployment
- defence of the public sector

.

——— ——— — -
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All -State Committes Secretaries & Working Committee members
Dear Comrade,

The working committze met in New Delhi om 12«13 1985 and took certain
important decisions. We are giving below details of the decisions and
request all state committees and members of the working committee to
take immediate aetiom to see that the decisions are conveyed to all
affiliated umions amd action initiatied to implement the decisions.
1. MAY DAY this year is to be observed as a day observing the 40th
agniversary of the victory over hitlerite fasiism and Japanese
militariem as alsoc a day of protest against the anti-people's budget.

The May Day appeal was handed over to the members of the working
committee for immediate translatiom and should be distributed or as
wide scale as possibles The resolutiog of the working committee is
also enclosed amd state committees should in a planped manner take
up the eelebratioms of the 40th asniversayy also with a view to educatirn.
the younger gemeratiom on the lessons of the second world war and the
importampe of the struggle for peaee im. the present context.

The resolutiom on the-budget proposSals contains guidelines om the
eontent of the eampaign to be condycteds Gate meetings and general:
- Rody meetings should be held as on wide a scale as possible to prebare
for the May Day and-aetioms against “the reaetiomary aspects of the
budget amd-in defemce of the public seétor, J

Thgse Fpo campaigns should continue throughout the month aof Mays

Trade unions should participate jointly also with the AIPSO and
other. organisations ir observing the 40th anniversary of the viotory
oyer fascism, B

42¢ The national eampaign committee has decided to observe May 15 as

¢ "day" against elosures and lockouts. The ALTUC units should take the
initiative to get in tcuch with state comstituests of the NCL and make
this a suegeasful eampaigm. It should be followed by preparations to
hold state conventions to be completed by August 1288,

3, Stats eommittees should take steps tc ensure proper reprssentation
at the conventiom planned by the Natiomal Campaigme Committes on the
Bhopal gas tragedy to be held in Delhi o 84 fMay 1985, Further detail:
will be sent as: soom as the NCC esircular is ready,

4. The working committee decided that the AITUE should hold a convent.
with reprasentatives o all pyblie segtor unions in the last week of o
at Hyderabade The details of dates, ‘arr smarmts, etc., willl-be intime
as soon as the final preparations and Pinal dates are defided,

8. State committees should examine whaf gan be further done to take up
the prolem of ths unorganised workers. Conferences were held last year
but followeup action could not be planned due to the parliamentary and
state assembly sleetione, State committess should now take the issues
of minimum wage, stc. at the state leyvel and inform the centre of the




steps being takene )
6o It has been decided to collest a Building Fund for the AITUC. State
Committees should immediately discuss thé issue in their working
committee meetings and come with comerete proposals at the time of

the general counecil meeting which will be held at Hyderabad immediately
after the convention of public esmtadr unions,.

7o AITUC Samvad has not been taken seriously by all state committess
and unions in the Hindi speaking regions. The matter was discussed and
it was decided that a drive should be undertaken to enrol subscribers
and by the end of the year a sum of Rs, 30,000 should be ensurede The
content of the journal is also to be-oriented more towards problems of
the working class and toiling masses.

8. All state committees shauld immediately undertake the tesk of
ensuring that allyannual returns are properly filed by the affiliated
unionse. Steps should be taken also to see that affiliation dues are
sent to the AITUC centre without further delay.+ In those~-states where
dues for 1983 are still pending these should alse be sente Though there
has been some improvement in payment of affiliation dues for 1983, a

great deal still remains to be done to see that this aspect of "organisai.-
is streamlined.

The issue of verification is still under discussion with other trad.
uniom centres and the gevernment., The AITUC state committees should
proceed on the agsumption that at” any given moment. we shoyld be fully
Prepared with all details for verification. This is a task that °
should be given sxtra attention_in’the oerganisational wdrk of the state
committeed,~ Unioms should also be alarted to be prepared for ballbt
if required., Agricultural workers! unions- should be helped to file return. .
$. Apart from one or two state committees -the practice Bf sending -
reports of activities regularly has yet to beeome a regular feature.

We request all state committees to make a real beginning with their,
reports of the ebservance of May day and details.of work being planhed

in respee®-of unorganised workersy ’ 3 *

The resollitions of the working committee are epclosed for information and
aptiom., Your attention is also drawn to the resolution on ohservance of
the 40th anniversary af the WFTU. - State committees should come to the
general council with details of their plans fgr October 3, and throughout
the year after that. Schools should be planned to inform particularly

the new entrants into the movement of the WFTU, its history and activities
and steps being taken for unity in actjong i

‘With greetings, - y BRI
: _ ; : :
. Yourg frategnally, A > . -
; Pc\,e,ao.lo{w' ’iﬁ:’i/f if--e-’l-'-"‘ X % ; 1 '
.--:-"""-'___-—__‘——-#—‘ v - 3 ¥ » ®
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RESOLUTIONS OF WORKING COMMITTEE
hela in New Délhi, 12-13 April 1985

N8 da

I. ON THE CELEBRATION OF 40TH ANNIVERSATY 07 THE VICTORY OVER FASCISM

The working committee of the ALTUC hails the great historic victory
sver fascism in the second world war 40 years ago in May 1945, The aim
of world domination-of Hitler Germany, Mussolinifs Italy and militarist
Japan was shattered.

This historic victery, the sescend most important in world politics after
the great October revolution and the coming into being of the first socialist
state in the world, changed the correlation of forces on an international
scale in favour of peace, freedom, democracy and socialism. It inaugurated
a new epoch in the history of mankind. R a

It was the Smviet Union, and its heroic Red Army, that bore the brunt
of the Nazi attack, went through untold sacrifices, displayed unparalleled
heroism and broke the backbone mf the Nazi war machine. The unforgettable
victory of the Red Army at Stalingrad thwarted the Hitler-Tojo plans to
Jjoin forces on Indian soil and was the turning point in world war Il, 20
million of: $he 50 million who died in the war were sons and daughters of the
Land of Lenin, The glorious heroes and heroines of the USSR who laid doun
tneir lives in the partisan war, the saga of the immortal defenders of
Leningrade, the workers of industry and agriculture who achieved feats of
productfon in the rear, all wrote a new chapter in the history of human
heroisme Entire progressive mankind pays tribute to the glory of ths first
socialist state and tc the indomitable working people of the Soviet Union,

The wecrking masses of Europe and Asia and the partisan resistance
movements led by them made great contributions to the defeat of the
fascist Axis and their bourgecis-collaborationist atliss. Thez reinforced
the world liberationist role played by the Ped Army.

The AITUC, the united organisation of the Indien working class at that
time, mobilised ths working class in solidarity with the Soviet unien in
the anti-fascist ware The Indian national movement took a firm stand in
suppart of the Soviet Union against the fascist axise

Even after the second world war, the imperialists never abandoned their
old objective of wiping out sacialisme, On the very morrow of the end of the
war, they launched a cold-wer with Churchill's infamous Fulton speech and the
John Foster Dulles policy of "econtaining communism",

The first united trade unicn-world centre, the World Federation of Trads

. Unions was formed in October 1945, But the US imperialists saw to it that the

WFTU /was split after the announcement of the Marshall Plan.

The defeat of fascism led to the establishment of a number of socialist
states and to the tremendous weakening of world imperialism, resulting in the
collapse of codopialism as a system on a world scale. The independence of
India attained in 1947 was an integral part of this revolutionary process.

The 40th anniversary of the defeat of fascism is being celebrated in an
actually grave and dangerous international situation. Determinmed to turn back

‘the wheels of history and in a futile bid to achieve world demination, US

imperialism in the recent period has stepped up the nuclear arms race and is
set on the path of militerisation of outer-space. The Reagan administration
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has unleashed a policy of'military confrontation against the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries, It has set in motion a frenzied crusade of antie
communism and anti-Sovietism on a global scale in order to cover up its
drive towards world domination. It has embarksed upon a policy aof stats
terrorism, of political destabilisation and military-interventicn against
independent states of Asia, Africa and Latin Americas

The policies of the Reagan administration above all the perilous - — P
"star-wars" plan, are threatening to lead the world to a nuclear holocaust Z
which will mean in today'!s conditions an end to the survival of mankind itself.

3

In such a situation, the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact countries have
put forward repeated constructive initiatives to check ths nuclear arms racs,
to prevent the militerisation of outer space, to banish nuclear weapons
altogethser and totally eliminate the danger of war, They have taken
historie unilateral steps such as "no first nnrclear strike", proposals to
have a total freeze on nuclear weapons and their testing, proposals based on
& Yal security for both sides and aimed at achieving total disarmament.

These initiatives have been further strengthened by the decisions of 3
the community of non-aligned nations, India has been playing a positive roie
at the head of the non-aligned movement against the danger of a nuclear war.

The proposals made by the New Delhd Summit of NAM with Indira Gandhi as
chairpersom and the six-mation appeal made by the recent Delhi Summit have
given a new dimension to the struggle for peace. The Soviet Uniocn and oth.
socialist states have fully supported these proposalss

In the recent period, under the impact of these developments, the anti-

war and peace movement throughout the world has risen to a'qualitatively
higher level, 3 -

The deployment by the Reagan administration of Pershing and Cruise
missiles in Western Europe, his infamous "star-wars" programme, his build=-up
of nuclear bases all over thuw world, have been opposed on an unprecedently
Mass scale by peace forces throughout the world, including the USA itself,
in which the working class have participated in ever increasing numberse.

Foreed by the pressure of this worldwide anti-war movement, the
Reagan administration has been compelled to return to talks with the Soviet
Union at Geneva on an integrated basis of ending the-nuclear arms race on
earth and preventing the militarising of outer space. But even while the
Geneva talks are-going on, under the screen of these talks, the Reagan
administration is fevetshly stepping up its military programme. More
missiles ars being deployed in Western Europe, the star-wars programme
is being forced on other NATO powers, more US funds are being allotted for
MX missiles and the policy of building up a NATO bloec in the Pagific region
together with mititarist Japan and South Korea is being pursued,

The urgent need of the hour in such a situation is to unite the warking
class together with all other peace forces throughout the world in order to
actively combat the Reagan administrationts dangerous policiese. At the
same time, the peace initiative and proposals of the Soviet Union and the
other Warsaw Pact powers, as well as of the non=aligned movement, and the
six-natiom Delhi declaration, must be popularised on the widest scale and

backed ug_by mass actione

The nuclear war danger has come tao the very doorsteps of India. US
imperialist conspiracies against the security of this sub-continent and
against the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of our country
have reached explosive proportions,. The deliberate fomenting by US imper-
ialist agencies of communal, separatist and terrorist forces inside the
count®y is past of the efforts For fthe destabilisation of India, All this is
accompanied by a fullscale attack on India's fareign policy of peace, none= .-
aligmment and friendship wikh the Soviet union and other socialist countrigs.

e e A o T N i Nl

The trade unions must undertake the urgent task of strengthening Indoe~
Soviet friendship and cooperation, of defending India's sovereignty and of
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independence and territorial integrity, which now acquire supreme importan-

Steps must be taken by all ynions to observe the 40th anniversary on *7 .
biggest mass scale, rousing every section of the working class to sese the
dnager of nuclear war and go into action to fight against its They must act
to back up the peace proposals put forward by the socialist countries and by
the non-aligned movements TYhe AITUC will mobilise the people to act in def-
ence of India's sovereignty, independasnce and territorial integrity. The
month of May must-be dedicated to observance of the 40th anniversary of the
defeat of fascisme May Day this~ysar hes to be ohbserved with renswed actions
in the noble cause of world peaces

Trade unions should also combine with all other organisations and forces
such as ths AIPSO, the ISCUS, the Kisan Sabha and the BKMU in.having united
programmes. Particularly on 9 May 1985, the anniversary of the day when
Hitler surrendered to the Red Army, wide | celebrations on a mass scale-
should take place in all major working class centres and cap;tal cities,

11, ON THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE
WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

On 3 October 1985 the world trade union movement will mark a historic
anniversary - the 40th anniversary of the foundation of the World Federation
of Trade Unionse. The WFTU was formed as a result of the efforts of trade
unions throughout the world translating into action the sentiments of the
working masses for international unity of the working classs

The founding congress of the WFTU, held in Paris, in which the AITUC
alsc participated in full measure, also gave a resounding call to the working
class of the world to mobilise their forces in the global struggle for peace,
against militarism and war, for upholding trade union rights and democratic
liberties and to act with determination in favour of social progress,

i e - =

Four decades have gone by since that historic svente In this period
the imperialist forces, defsated in the second world war, have step by
step unleashed an unprececented arms racee. They seek to put nuclear war on
the agenda. The Reagan administration has gone so far as to amnounce a "star-
wars" programme". Recognising the force of the working class they sought to
divide us on a world scale and succeeded in doing soe.

However, the WFTU and its affiliates have throughout this period upheld
the cause of working class unity and at svery stage have taken measures for
unity in action. In one world congress after another one has witnessed the

presence of delegates from independsnt unions and unionts of varied affiliatic:
The task is yet not finished.

The AITUC calls on all its affiliested unions to chalk out a programme
to observe the 40th anniversary, to give full pyblicity to the work aof the
WFTU in the last 40 ysars in serving the interests of the working class, in
the campaigns undertaken in defence of workers rights, in defence of the righ
of all -peoples to independence, and for peaes, The AITUC calls on all unionc
to take forward the movement for mational ynity, national integrity, in cef.

of sovereginty of the country and against all divisive, communal and an®i.-
national forces, '

Let all our activities in this year reflegt the spirit of dnity and
unity of action of the first world trade union eongress in 1945, Let us
strive toe strengthen every sffort for trade unio= unity and for unity of acti

of the working class of our gountry for pease, socjal progress and national
self-reliances
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III. ON CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 1985-1986

The working committee of the AITUC strongly condemns the philosophy
and proposals of the central government's budget for 1985-1986 as being
retrograde, anti-people, blatantly pro-big business, and subversive of the
hitherto accepted national principles of planning for social and economic
justice based on a strong and expanding public scctors The monopolists and
transnational corporations have, not surprisirgly, hailed the budgete

The budget's basic philoscphy of "spare the rich, soak the poor and
freeze the public sector" is fully reflected in its various specific
Pproposals,

The net addition to the tex burden is Rs. 433 crores, in which the
centrets share is only Rs. 311 crores. Th this has © be added the increase
in railway fares and freight totalling Rs. 495 crorese This relatively
small mobilisation of additional resources has been made possible by limit-
ing the public sector plan ocutlay to an increasse of only 5.75% over the
1984~1985 figures. A wide variety of subheads in the central sector inclu-
ding programmes for rural development like the NREP, "Khadi and village
industries, agricultural financial institutions, etc., self-employment
schemes for educated youth, village and small industries, telecommunications,
petroleum, fertiliser, coal, lignite, drugs-and pharmaceeuticals, housinc.
welfare of scheduled castes and tribes, etce. have received lower allotmon®.
than the previocus years

Clearly, this is a shift away, a retreat from, the idea so long
prevalent in our country since independence, that central planning ocutlzy
and public sector growth constitute the engine of self-reliant developm~.

Instead, the theory has been advanced that a lowering of direct taxes t©.
"reasonable" levels will discourage tax-svasion and ensure better complian.e
while it will stimulate production by leaving larger investible funds in

the hands of the corporate sector. Apart from this wishful thinking, there

is no other concrete proposal to combat the "parallel" economy of black
money {§

However, the relief in direct taxes, while undoubtedly benefitting the
upper middle class and the better off sections of the white-collar employees,
will mean nothing to 99% of the 350 million @ncome earners in our country,
because only 4 million of them are tax-payers, out of them, onfe million will
go out of the tax net and 3 million will pay less than before. ' g

The existing eeiling of Rse. 750 for entitlement of bonus has been
raised to Rs. 1600 for purposes of calculation but the ceiling of bonus
paymefit has not been increased which depreives a section from getting due
bonus. On the other hand, the prices of =all essential commodities are
bound to rise steeply, hitting the working massese.

It is the industrial hoses which will benefit enormously. Not only
has the tax on company profits been reduced by 5& but an assurance .
is given that after two years the surcharge and surtax on profits will
alsc be discontinued. The benefits from the high level of subsidies will
also accrue to the industrial producers and the rich farmers.

On top aof this has come the raising of the exemption limit for
MRTP companies from 20 crores to 100 crores - an unexpected windfall
for the beneficiaries. Of the 101 companies which were under the purvieu
of the MRTP Act, 49 will go straight sut. This is an open invitation to
big business to amass mode assets and profits - in -+ blatant viclation of
the directive principles of the constitution, Article 39(c), against
concentration of economic powerse

The working committee of the AITUC calls upon the people to protest
vehemently against these and other fiscal propcsals which are meant to
lead not to more equitable but to more ineguitable distribution of wealth




and incomess The disparities in the countryside will be further aggravated
and further concentration of wealth will generate dangerously reactionary
political pressures. There is no mention anywhere of completing the un=-
finished land reforms, without which a stable growth of food production
cannot be ensured, i

The frightening prospects of inflation arise cut of the obviously T
deflated estimates of the infla net deficit of Rse 3,349 crores for 1585-86.
More likely, this figure will go up toc about Rse. 5,000 crores, taking into
consideration the borrowing requirements of the central government in the
current ysar, the higher interest rates on commercial loens from foreign banks,
the repayment of the IMF loans, the shrinking of long-term concessional
loans from interenational institutions, the worsening balance of tradse
defiecit, the enormous defence expenditure, and the heavy non-plan outlay
on subsidies for fertilisers and food, This huge uncovered deficit will
have dangerous conseguencess :

While a substantial part of this critical situation is undoubtedly
due to the highly unfavourable external environment created by the present
international economic order which expleits the developing countries, this
does not make the crisis less severe in its impact on the economy and the
people,

Unprecedented concessions are being given in the budget to the private
monopoly sector, while opening new doors for the penetration of multinationals,
on the plea of acquiring "high technology® for modernising the economy.

Thereby, the public sector is downgraded, and reliance for growth placed on

the private sector despite its past record of feeding like a parasite on a
protected market, heavy subsidies and public fundse Basic economic goals of
self~reliance, social justice, and state control over the commandirg heights

of the economy are sought to be drastically diluted while heaping new burdens on

on the common man. Even the small scale sector of industry is exposed to
fresh dangers,

The AITUC considers the shift in the budget in a reactionary direction.
The AITUC demands that the economic policy should be reversed in the direct-
ion of self-reliance, strengthsning of the public sector, curbs on monopol-
ies and TNCs and welfare measures for the pecplses.

The working committee of the AITUC calls on all unions and workers to
undertake powerful :campaigns against the budget and for a drastic change
in economic policies in favour of the common people. The AITUC calls on
all trade unions to undertake the widest possible united campaigns against
price rise and for extension of a public distribution system and steps to
curb speculation and hoarding in foodgrains and other basic necessitiese

The working committes of the AITUC calls on all trade unions to
initiate this campaign on May Daye

IV, ON THE RAILWAY BUDGET

The working committee of the AITUC notes with concern that without
increasing passenger amenities and facilities to other rail users, the
passcnger fares and freight charges have been increased by 10% in the
railway budget of 1985486 to enable the railways to clear in full the
dividend liability of Rse. 512 crores. On the other hand, the burden on
the railway budget on account of social costs is increasing every year,
which should rightly be subsidised from the geneal revenues. The Working
Committee strongly opposes the increase in passenger fares and freight charges
end demands that the dividend liability should be adjusted from the loss
suffered by the railways on account of social costs,

The working committee also notes that acquiring of new assets like
wagons anu coaches has been kept at a low level during 1985-86e. The
inadequate number of coaches results in oveccrowding in trains and passe
engers are compelled to travel on roofts of coaches even on long distance
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mail and express trains. This roof travelling has recently resulted in ths
ghastly accident resulting in the death of a number of passengers on the
Saharanpur-Ambala section of the Northern Railway. The inadequate number of
wagons results in non-=lifting of freight and there is a serious complaint
that even such an important commodity such as coal is not being lifted by the
railways from pit=heads.

" The working committee further notes that though much is said about the
modernisation of railways, the. modernisation scheme for railway workshops is
hanging fire since long. In the meanwhile, high interest charges are being
" paid on the unutilised loan granted for this purpose by the World Banke
In the name of economy, there is a ban on recruitment and vacancies are not
being filled, resulting in increased workload on the railwaymen, which affects
maintenance of track, rolling stock, safety in operations very seriously.

The work of track maintenance hitherto being done departmentally is being
allotted to cont.actors which is neither economical or conducive~to the
safety track, though it could lead to corruption on a wide scalees

The working committee demands that all steps should be taken to improve

the efficiency and safety of railways without increasing the workload on the
railwaymene y

Vs ON DEMANDS OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

The working committee of the AITUC notes that there is great dise-
satisfaction among the central government employees due to delay in payment
of second instalment of interim relief and no indication as yet of early
submission of the report of the fourth-Central Pay Commission, appointed
by the government more than a year agos

_FUrther, the instalment of DA which has become due from 1 January 1985
has not yet been paids The formula of bonus to central government employees
other than railwaymen is yet to be finalised and the payment of the balance

of bonus for the last two years has not yet been made. The ban on
recruitment and non-filling of vacancies increases the workload on the
employess, Nearly 20 important awards given by the Boards of Arbitration

set up under the JCNM have not-bsen implemented by the government and the
JCM has virtually broken downe

The working commitiee demands immediate payment of second instalment of
interim relief to the central-government employees and settlement of other
demands without further delaye The IV Pay Commission should submit its
report early. The ban on recruitment should be lifted. The pending
arbitration awards should bz implemented immediately.

The working committee calls upon 2ll the central government employees
to close their ranks and prepare for united struggle if their demands are
not mets The central government employees have the full-support of the
AITUC in their just struggle for achieving their demands.

VIS ON THE STRUGGLE OF KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION EMPLOYEES

The working committee of the AITUC held in New Delhi notes with shock
the manner in which the government of Karnataka let loose repression tc
the indefinite strike of 40,8C0 KSRTC employees. The management of Ko<~
and the representatives of the KSRTC Staff and Workers' Federation had
reached an understanding at the behest of the government of Karnataku
14,10484 whersby it was agresd that a) the charter of demands of the
federation would be settled by 31.12.84, failing which interim relief uwcu.
be announced and b) to arrive at a settlement before the Labour Commissior.
to decide the mode of recognition of trade unions and c) settie all the
victimisation cases sympathetically within a month from 14,10.84.

Inspite of the persistent reminders from the federation, when the
government of Karnataka did not take steps to implement the terms of the
understanding, having no further alternative, the fedefation was compelled
to call for an indefinite strike from 20 February 1985,




o) (]

*'The wbrking committee unequivocally expresses its strong condemnation
of the repression leét 1loose on the workers.b§ the stats governments Several
hundreds of peaceful workers and cadres of the federation were taken intao
custody and false cases have besn foisted on them. Hundreds have been
served with orders of suspension, .still more dismissed, chargeshseted or

transferred for having participated in a peaceful strike to demand-the
implementatinn 6f the uncerstanding arrived at with the governmente.

The working committee demahds of the.government of Karnataka that,'ih
order to restore industriasl peace the government take immediate steps to

a)_wifhdraw all the polides . cases foisted on the KSRTC employees in
“connection with the-strike action

b) all removed apprentices, casual and badli and probationary employees
and dismissed o . workers be reinstated

c)revocation of suspensions srders, withdrawals of charge shests,
shdw cause notices and other measures of victimisation i
g) immediate steps be taken to implement the understanding reached on

VI. ON THE STRUGGLE OF MYSORE WIRE AND METAL INDUSTRIES, BANGALDRE

The"wﬁiking committes of the AITUC took note of the ,long drawn odt
strike of “the workers of the Mysore Wipe & Metal Industriés;_aangalore,

The wdrking committee learns that the chisf minister, Shri Ramakri i
Hegde, had given.an assurance to the workers of Bangalore that he would

personally interveneand settle the matter after the elections "to the stat
assmelye : 1 PR

The working tommittee urges .upon the ChieF_Mining} to intervene and
bring about an honourable settlement in order to provide relief to over
400 striking employses and their families-who have been on strike in support
of their just demands for oven six monthse iy P
VII. On LOCK-OUTS AND CLOSURES

The wo?kipg conmittee of the AITUC notes with concern that there has
been a steady increase in the number of closures and leckouts in the country
and particulariy so in the jute, coiton textiles and engineering industries.

This has resul?ed not only in throwing thousands of workers out of employment
but also constitutes a threat to the eco:.omic and social progress of ouxr
counirye:

The govermsent had receantly stated during the meeting held by the
Labour Minister with representatives of central trade union organisations
that "industrial sickness which is inevitable in the process oi industrial
prozress and technological shifts cannot oe totally eliminated"e From this,
one can adguce that, far frem intending to take effective measures o

prevent closures and lockouts the goverument expects workers and the toiling
masses t0 learn to "live with ii™.

The working committee is of tae confixwed opinion that tne avove theoxy
is fallacious and unacceptablies ihe crisis in tne economic sphere in our
countiry is the crisis of capitalism and cannot be solved by the governuent
granting ever gieater concessions to the monopoly houses or placating tae:
corporate sectors In tne recent budget, the private sector hasjﬁggﬁted
iiberal terms, as also forsign multinational concems, and the latter in
terms of importing the latest technologiese i

A perusal of government statistics furiher shows that there has been &
continuous pandering the to the private scctore For instance, loans advanced
to sick units, boih large and suall scale, numbersd 78,363 at the end of
1983, The amount of these loans showed o sharp increase since 1980«

While the amount at tne end of December 1979 stood at Rss 1623 crores, atb
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the end of 1983 the figure nad increased to Rse 3101 crores which was an
increase of nearly 91%e Government which finds one excuse after amother 1o
avoid taking over of sici uniis and munning them efficilently does little to

monitor the running of the sick units to whom these liberal loans are handad
out by governmeatal financial institutionse.

There have been critical conditions in the juie and te cotton texitile
industry for some years, the position worsening with every yeare (Crisis
exists also in the o chemical and pharmaceutical iundustry, in the
engineering and counstruction industriess In vital public sector indusiries
such &s petroleum the private sector is being allowed to entere. Crisis
can be ssen also in other public sector iandustries such as fertiliser,
coaly lignite, iron and steel, Out lays on these industries have been

drastically cuty and in some cases, [rozene

According to official fisures the total number of sick and closed
units have reached the alarming proportion of 63000 This is a conceried
attenpt to attack tie life and living conditions of the working peoplos It
is cliear that this will seriously affect theeconcmic progress of thae
countyry as a wnolee

Phe working coomittee points out that the theory of inevitable
sickness in the procsgs oi industrial progress is a bankrupt ounee The
steady progress of all socialist countries in the world after the end of
tne second worid war has illustrated beyond doubt that basic structural
changes can crcate conditions of uninterrupted progress and developnente
Particularly so is the example of the Soviet Union which suffered the
zreatest losses both in men and material in the course of the war and
has since made rxemarkable sirides in industryial, economic and social
progresss

The working coummittee of the AITUC calls on all unions to participate
fully in the call zgiven by the national campaign committee to observe
15 Hay 1985 as a day against closures and lockouts unitedly with all other
constituents of the national campaign committeee All affiliated units and
state committees should take effective steps to prepare for statewide
conventions en this vital demand of the toiling mnagsese Workers have
to be mobilised tov go into action to bring about a reversal of government. '
policies to serve the mneeds of national development and strengthen self-
reliances.

ViIiie ON CLOSURE OF WAGON FACTORIES

The working committee of the AITUC notes with serious concern that
the railways, the single largest undertaking of the government, have
reduced the orders for production of wagons thus sexriously affecting
the lives of thousands of workers, while also increasing tne shortage of
WaZ0onSe:

Fhe railways already suffer from the malady of shortage of rolling
stock dincluding wasonsSe The inadeugate allotment of funds for the
development of railways in the seventh Iivewyear plan thus affect not %
only the railways themselves but also the industries wh:.ch arg feeding
the railways Dy producing wazonse .

The working co:mittee demands that the government of India should
take immediate steps to increase the allotment to the railways for
the purpose of development, and especially for manufacture of wagzonsSe

The working committee calls on all unions to undertake a campaigh on
this vital issuee The working committee particularly calls for united
action by railway workers and their brother workers in tne engincering industrys
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IXs: RESULUTION ON THE ASIAN AND OCEANIC PHADK UNIUN COHFERENCE
ON THE N&W INTERNATIONAL ECONOmIC ORDER

The working commnittee of the AITUC expresses its appreciation of the
holding of the Asian and Ocecanic Trade Union Coaference on Jevelopment and
the New International Economic Orders The first of iis kind at which
representatives of the WFIU, ICFTU, WCL as well as independent organisations
such as S0HYO clearly provided an opportunity to trade unions of Asia and
Oceania to discuss issues of common inteyest vital to their countfrie se

The documents adopted at the conference show beyond doubt that there

is the possibility for the trade unions to act together against the
exploitation by transmnational corporations, the heavy debt burdens being
imposed by such financial institutions as the International Nonetary

Fund and the World Bank, and in support of all actions by govermments

and countries for the establishment of a New International Economic Ordexr,
The possibilities also exist for concerted working class action in
defence of peace and for disarmament.

The working committee calls on all state committees and affiliated
unions to give the widest pessibie publicity to the decisions of this
important conference and undertake a systematic campaigzn throughout the
country to educate our workers on the issues discussed in the conference
and for implementation of programmes of action wnich would be drawn up
by the coordination committee set up at the conferences.
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