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References to the I, L. Oe V

Proceedings of the Madras Chamber of Commerce for the year

be r ﬁocemnded that no delegatef should be sent by the
Govermuent of Imdia im view of the existing financial strimgency.

* ) * *

'#a Hindu of le6ed4, the May 1934 1ssue of the Insurance and
!‘Mh m. ﬁﬁ&tm, and the Planters' Chronicle, Madres,
datedé 1661934, publish the views of the Enployors ! pederation of
13&1@& the items on the agenda of the last I.L.Comnference. Their
11.'5‘? were comminicated by Mr. H.P.Mody, President of the FPederse
tiomy to Mr. Easturbhai Lalbhai, the Indian employers' delegate to
the éom‘.'erenoo.

(For a 1list of other papers which published the views of the
Federation, vide page 7 of our May 1934 report).

‘ * » o

The May 1934 i1ssue of ¢iw H.E.H.the N.3.,Railway Employees’®
Bulletin publighes a commmnique issued by this 0ffice on 9«5«1934
on t'»lie Blue Report on Reduction of Hours of Work.

(For a iint of other pﬁpers which published the c‘onmunicme
vide pages Se6 of our May 1934 report),

» » T
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The Hindu of 16«34 publishes a commnique 1issued by this Offiee
4 on the Report of the Director to the 18th I.L.Conference
(Ffr a 1list of other papers which published the commanigue

vide e 6 of our May 1834 report).

* » »
Tﬁb Hindu, the Hindusten Times and the National Call of
8abed i the Statesman, the Times of India and the Amrita Bagar
Patrilp of 9e6ad4, the Leader of 1l0-6e34 and the Indian Labour
Journdl, Nagpur, of 10461934 publish a Reuter'!s cable dated 7«Ged4
fpneva to the effect that Seth Kasturbhai Lalbhai, Indiem

from
Emplogjera' Delegate to the last I.L.Conference, declared that a
40-hfur week was impracticable in India and that Mr. Jamnadas

2 %0 the effect that India should be the first country

that puch reduction w"“{d not adversely affect industrial cenditions

to ﬁzzeh the Genmtim shmld be applied and Ba XS fEREL REmREFy
A

in Ilﬁi‘o

’The Indism Labour Journal of 17-6-1934 publishes an editorial
arti%‘le under the heading "Working Hourss Forty Hour Week" condemm~
ing ;he attitude of the employers and supporting the plea for a
redueétion of hours.

» * »

The Amrite Bazar Patrika of 13-6«34 publishes a long editorial
artiele underbthe caption "Forty-Hour Week" in which it adversely
comments on the statement on the subject made by Seth Kasturbhai
Ialbhei at the last I.L.cénrerence and strongly supports the plea
for reducing hours of work 1#- Indisn factories,

* » *
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Th{ Statesman, the Himdu and the Nindustan Times of 9«64;’;4,
the Amri il Bazar Patrika and the Natiocnal Call of 10e6«34 and thé
Leader lle6e84 publish a Reuter's cable dated B8«6a34 from Geneva
to the ¢ffect that the Employers' group in the last I«.LeConference,
with th§ exception of the Italian representative, was presenting a
united pppositiom to the 40-hour week Proposal and thes& they |
déclingil to partiecipate in the Committee on the question.,

THe Financial News, Bombay, dated 16«Ee34 » Publishes an edi toe
risal ndte critieising the arguments of the employers in genérll
and th‘t of the Indian employers' delegate in particular against
the miheur week and enters a strong plea for the adoption of the
pra@esél.

» * »
?e Hindustan Times of 20-6~34, the Indien Labour Journal,

Ragg i of 24«8«34, x the Awrita Basar Patrikas of 24%8-1934 and the

Indil.ré Labourer, Madras, of 28e6-1934, publish the full text of the

speeeé of Mr. Jammadas Mehta at the last I.L.Conference Pleading
for tﬁ adoption of a Convention re . 40whour week for tnéustries,
* ® *

*Commerce", Calcutta of 23m6=~1934 publishes a few short notes
under the caption "Forty-Haur/ Week" , summarising the prénouncement;a
of the Indian /’npleyers' and workers' delegates and the report om
the subject sulmitted by the I.L.0. to the Conference. Reference is
also mede in one of ..the notés to vthe speech made by Mr., Jamnsdas
Mehta in the p» course of the disocussion on the. Director'_s ‘Report,
Goverﬁmnt of India have only recently made the

.

-
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Trade Di tes Act a permanent measure, and that improvements on

the prespnt Act are contemplateds In view of these, the notey¢
pointy

t, Mr. Mehta's complaint loses force.

* * *

e i

llarce‘, Calcutta, of 16«6=1934, publishes a long edi torial

articld on the "Forty Hour Week" ~summarising the various arguments
in favfur of and against the propesal and states that the proposal

is n‘p}actieable in Ind a at the Present stage of its indus trial

develc%ment.
'ma Pimes of India, the Statesmen and the Hindu of 25-6-1934

tha mita Bazar Patrika et'!w:*md the Leader of 27«66«34 publish

a mkr's cable dated 23«6e34 from Geneva to the effect that

the ﬁ% TI.L.Confereonce concluded 1ts session on 23-6e34 after

adopig.ng a resolutin referring the 40~hour week proposal to the

Goveniqing Body for & inclusion in the agenda of a future Confe-

rencé.

The Statesman of 26«6«34 commenting on the postponement of the
_ iy !
40~-héur week proposal for future consideration etasse that opinion

is divided on the proposal, It saysi«

The chlef argument at the moment, however, is that fewer
hours will reduce unemployment by spreading the work among more mene
And that ean be fallaclous unless wages are reduced proportionately.
For industry in general it is truer that work makes work, that the
more & man produces the more wWork is provided for others in CONSO
quential processes. It is for this reason chiefly that opinion 1is
hardening against the 40-hour proposal, There is, however, the
opposite point of view that the more leisure workers have the more
commodi ties they consume, and So the better indas try flourishes,

If geneva can find the meximum optimum between the different views
the world will take a long step forward,

* * »




jeader of 17#6=1934 reproduces asm an editorial note tie

4 axdx oditorial comments made by the Economist on the

"rtiis, of course, fallacious to argue that shorter hours are

in the long run to reduce unemployment by “sharing work".
The amognt of work to be shared is limlited only by current maladjust-
ot dd is in the long run indefinitely expansible.. A reduction
of hour§ would comsequently mean a retardation in the rise of the
world'sjstandard of living. Nevertheless, shorter hours are

soeiallf desirsble in themselves, and they may even be effective,

as 8 shprte-run remedy, for reducing unemployment. But the dilemma

about whges remains, If wages are reduced, the burden of proffiding
for uneployment will simply be transferred from the taxpayer to
$-oarner, and there way even be some temporary reduction of

drs! expenditure as a result. If wages are not reduced,
#1111 be raised."

* » )
Qhe Hindu of 15-6#1934 publishes a long and apmeclative
e@ite;;ax arid cle reviewing the Direetor's report. Pointed attentl on

is di a cted in the course of the review to the remarks of the
Direc‘ir on the need for economic planning and intermational economic
co-epir’atim.

“’ " . .

;rhe Statesman, the Hindustan Times, the Natichal Call and the
Hindu of 15-8-1954, the Times of India and the Amrita Bazar Patrilke
of 1@«6=1934, the Leader of 17«6-1934, the kamdmx Labour Times of
18-6-1934, the Tamil Supplement of Labour Times, Madras ,-of 25=-6-1934,
the Indian Lsbour Journal, Nagpur, of 24-6-1934 and the Indian
Labourer, ladras, of 25-6-_1954 publish a long Reuter's cable dated
14-6=1934 from Geneva giving a summary of the speech of Mr. Jamnadas
Mehta on the Director's Report.

Phe Hindusten Times of 27-6-1934 publishes the full text of Mr-

Mehta's ,épeech.
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The ffimes of India 18e6-1934 publishes a note from its Simla
Correspongent critieising Mr. Mehta's statement that the Indian
Trade Disputes Act is a dead letter, It is stated in the note tmt

only 24 pPlications were recel ved under the Trades Disputes Act

to consideration various aspects of individual disputes

and not §0 as Mr. Mehta has stated, and that the Govermment Iave
to take ‘

which arg the subjects of applications before granting or rejecting

such ap ‘ ications and therefore the Govermnmsnt cannot be blamed for
the larie Proportion of applications rejected,

‘fhf Leader of 1B«6w=1954 publishes a long editorlal article
under tée beading "Plain Speaking at Geneva" on Mr, Jamnadas Mehts's
speech ind characterises it as " remarkably outspoken". The article

}hs 46 45 & mistaks to urge Indias to resign her membership

of the } Y W) 9.&139&@ the I.lh.Conference Prof#ides an excellent platform

for veytilating Indla's grievances. It sayss-

fhere is a class of labour leaders in India who have been
expres§ing the opinion that Indla should cut off connection with the
Internftional Lebour Orgenisation and cesse to send her represen-

6§ to Geneva, which is intended to subserve western capitalist
intereptse. Now we are by no means satisfied with the positiom which
is allbtted to India and other non«European countries at the Y.L.O.

Ant that Indian labour should be more ademately represented on
the Ga¥erning Body of the Organisation, thet a larger number of
Indian® should bs employed on the Intemmaticmal Labour Office staff,
and tt colonial labour should be directly remesented at the
meetings of the Conference. It is a great pity that these smd other
demands have not been conceded, but we fall to see what purpose
will be served if India, as advised by the extremist patriots,
decides to boyeott Geneva, where at present she is afforded an
invaluable opportunity for ‘drawing the mention of the world to
the wrongs which are being inflicted uponA" '

The Times of India of 16~6~1934 Publishes a short editorial
note criticising Mr, Hehta's speech. Characterising the speech as
"unmitigated twaddls,"the peper observess

“le»‘have been provided wlth tragic evidence of the travesty
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of labour Beadership in this country during the Bombay mill striki.

‘Both that Bnd Mr. neht-a's rerformance are symptomatic of the

position a whole“.

The Jational Call of 16+6-1934 also comments edi torlially on
¥r. Mehtgd's speech, applauding his outspoken exposition of real
Indian cgﬁditions.

Fe ’rated India, Madras, of 20-6~1934 commenting efidtorially

on MNr. hta's speech praises Mr., Mehta far exposing the truth

fearleagly.

T? Statesman, the Hindus tan Times, the National Call and the
Hindu Ji‘ 16+6«1934, the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 17«6+1934, the
Times ff India of 18«6-1934, the Indian Lsbour Journal, Nagmr, of
mﬂéﬂ the June 1934 issue of the Union Herald, Bombay, and the
Leadeg of 20-6-1934 publish a Reuter's message dated 15-6-1934
from ;aneva summarising the speech of Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbha.i the
Indiaﬁ Employers' Delegate to the last I.L.Conference, in the
cours§ of the discussion on the Directar's Report to the Conference.

irhe samé message also sentains the announcement that the
Committee on Hours of work adopted & Convention far a 40-hour week
end tmat the employers' delegates were not mresents.

The Indian Labour Journal, Nagpur, of 24-6-1934 publishes an
editerial note expressing satisfaction at the adoption by the
Commi ttee OBIRO&IQtim of Hours of work of the Draft Convention
recommending a 40-hour week for indistry. The same note conidemns the
opposition of tie employers'! group towards the measure,

* » S
Thé statesnm,_the Hindu, the Times of India and the National

call of 18-6-1934 and the Hindus tan Times of 19-6-1934 publish a




Reuterls éablo dated 17-6-1934 from Gensva summaris ing the speech
made by s% B.N.Mitra on the Director's Report, in the course of
which he tes the allegations made by Mr. Jammadas Mehta,

Rue ;tatesmn of 19-6-1934 publishS an editorial note pointing
out tmt§S1r B.M.Mehta was able to prove by statistics that Mr.
Jcmadasglehta 's statements regarding Indian conditions wére a
"travest? of facts",

Th{ Hindus tan Times of 19«8-1934 pabliahoi a cartoon rigarding
the exciﬁnges between Mr. Mehta and Sir B._ff/.litrl under the heading
The Bof Who Spoke the Truth."

Tl;e Amrita Bazar Patrika of 20«6-1934 publishes an editorial
note a@laué;ing Mr. Mehta's speech in the course of whioh the

. :g rjeia;dz enlivening stories of India's préerity only in the
speecips of Finance ors, ox-Finance Members snd people of their
like, * But Indian economists and industrialists, many of whom have

nothif to do with what is lmown a3 political agitation, have &
diffedent, and a much more deleful)tato to tell."

» * »

The Leader of 21«6~1934 commenting on Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai's
conmé,iint at the last I.L.Conference regarding the difficulties
experienced by British Indian manufacturers owing to non-ratifica
tion of I.L.cbnventicns by Indlan States, sayss-

"We too have drawn attention more than once in these columms
to this undesirable state of affairs, and we are unable to under=
stand on what reasonable ground the princes whose representatives
have been taking such prominent parts at the deliberations of the
league Assembly can object to the application of the conventions
and recommendations of the Labour Conference to their territories."

The artidle also refers to Mr. laelbhai's plea for increasing
the number of Indians on the Staff of the 1.L.0., and for appointing

Indians to higher posts in the Office and askss
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"If t§o Geneva authorities fail to redress even such,compa-
ratively speaking, minor grievances, what hope is there of their
ability ta solve the much more serious international problems
eonfrontige the world for which the League was brought into

existence

“m » * *

Ve

"c rce," Calcutte, of 23-6-1934 publishes a long editorial
article iader the caption "Economic Planning®", The article refers
to ¥r. 411“': speech in the course of ths Al socussion on the
B&reetoﬁ's Report snd instances the series of confgrences and
enquir:lés which have been held recently to co-w the economie
aetivitges of the country, as proof of the Goyernnnt's bona fides,.
WW«». The article also summarises the item in
the Neé Bulletin regarding "Planned Economy'}

* * *

0 Sk

Qc Statesman and the Hindustan Times of 4-7-1954, the Leader
of 7»7%-1954 and the National Call of 9-7-1934 publish the press
conmm}ique issued by this Office on the Uirector's speech in reply
to the éisoussion on his Report.

(A cutting from the 1ssue of the Hindus tan Times containing
the cemmnique was forwarded to Geneva with this Office's minute
H.2/1256/34 dated B«71934).

» ) *

The Hindau, the Hindustan Times snd the National Call of
29=6-1934 and the Amrita Bazar Patrika and Leader of 30~6«34
publish a commnique issued by Mr. R.R.Bakhale, Genmeral Sacretwj)
Natismal Trades Union Federation, to the effegt'tl:nt Indian
and Jepenese labour M ve secured seats in the enlarged Govera-

ing Body of the I.L.0s &nd thet Mr. N.M.,Joshi has been elecjed

to the new Governing Pogy.
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The %ader of 1le7-1834 publishes a 1éng editorial article 10
congratulgting Mr. Joshi on his electimn, 2though it took the
cenevea horities more than a decade to méake up their mind to do
the righ¥ thing", ind deplores the fact Shat India is not similarly

aeeeréeda seat on the league Council.

ThAmrita Bazar Patrika of 1-7-1934 publishes sn editorial

note e;’ ratulating Mr. Joshi on being elected a member of the

s
2
#

§$ Statesman of 97-1934 publishes' a communique 1issued by

* . * *

this Oifie‘e on 6e7-1934 giving further details regarding the
elqetiég of Mr. N.i Joshi to the Governing Body of the I.L.O,

‘ * * *

*’ Stateaman and the Hindustan Times of 20-6-1934, the Amrita

Baznrgfatrika of 24-6+1934 and the Times of India and the Leader of
25-;6-5,934 pablish a Reuter's message dated 22«6+1934 from Genewva teo
the é‘foet thet the I.L.Génfemnee adopted a resolntion inviting
the United States to joln the Intematlmal labour Organisation,

* * *

The Statesman and the Times of India of 8-6-1938 publish a
Reuter's message dated 6~6«1934 from Geneva to the effect that Lord
and Lady Willingdon ldnched with Mr. H,B.Butler and that Sir B.N,
Mitre was giving & tea party on the 6th June 1in honour of Lord amd

pﬁdy Willingdon.
* R #*
The following messages regarding the activities of the I.L.O./

emanating from Reuter or other European news agencies)were published
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4n the In Press (the reference here is only to Indlan papers

recelived this Office) during June 1934.

1. AjReuter's message from Geneva dated 6-6-1934 regarding the
lunch glven by Mr. HeB.Butler to Lord snd Lady Willingdon.

2. N Reuter's message from Geneva dated 7-6-1934 regarding Mp.
Kasturbhai Lalbhai's speech ageinst the 40~hour week at
the 18th I.L.Conference.

3. | Reuter's message from Geneva dated 8~6=1934 regarding the
attitude of the Bmployers' Group in the last I.L.Conference
444 %re 40<hour week.

4,)A Reuter's messgge from Geneva dated 14-6-1934 summarising
Mr. Jmma%ech on the Director's Report. '

54 A Reuter's message from Genova dated 15-6-1934 regarding
! Mr. Emsturbhai Lalbhei's speech on tle Director's Report.

6] A Rowser's message from Geneva dated 17+G~1934 regarding
8ir B.N.Mitra's speech on the Director's Report.

# o e aaiaes TP GASOYS dated SE<$<1904 regerding
H the resslution adopted at the I.L.Conference inviting

&

DR o
B §

ia’ A Reuter's message from Geneva dated 23-6-1934 regarding the
; postponement of consideration of the 40-hour week.

tt will be noticed that, except the firet message, all the

nssées refer to the last session of the I.L.Conference
) »* *
' phe following is a 1list of papers and journals which have
the June 1934 issue of

either reproduced items from/the News Bulletin (sent with Geneva
minute No.S.429/160 dated 4-5~1934) or commented editorially on them.
(The 1list is not exhesustive and 1s made only from journals received
at this Office). |

The Amrita Bazar Patrika of B=6-1934 reproduces the 1 tems
"phe June Conferences Forecast of the Agenda", B

The May 1934 issue of the Insurance and Finance Review, Ca]cut%z

reproduces the items: megardinmg "Planned Economy", "Unemployment




Insurance" nd "Social Insurance in 1933",

The ters' Chronicle, Madras, dated 16~6-1934 reproduces

the item:"fPorecast of the Agenda",
"ynifed Bengel", calcutta/dated 235-6-1934 reproduces the item

% Japanesef Competition" .

The Following items were reproduced in "Commerce and Industr;‘}
Delhi, dfted 1246+1934: "The Director's Report = A Bird's Eye-view" |
"Wages ajd Unemployment", "Planned Economy", "The Social Consequences

of the Hponomic Crisis" and "Reduction of Hours of Work". The issue

W

"
of Qo ce and Indus try dated 19«6-~1934 reproduced the item "“Phe
United Jtates and tie I.L.O."
Indian Lsbour Journal, Nagpur, dated 3-6-1934 reproduced

T

Labour "Qx"-gaai‘svgg;.ogi Character of Annual Conference" ami "The June

from the News Bulleting "The Intermational

Confe ;'nces Forecast of the Agenda" -5 The 1ssue of the journal
deted ga«-&tlm pablishes a photograph of tke Director and the
felloz g additional itemss "The I.L.Conferéncez The Director's
Raporr- A Bird's-Eye View" and "The Reduction of H‘ouz:b of Works
Some iecent Developments

fhe Amrita Bazar Patrika of 1=6-1934 published an editarial
artiele undéf the heading "Planning " summerising and commg‘j?n
item:"Planned Economy". The issue dated 3-6=34 of tle same eper
pablishes & short editorii,l note on the agenda of the last I.L,
conference and declares that there can be no solution to the unem~
ployment problen without dragtic reductims in hours of work.

The Hindu of 16~6-34 publishes a long edl torial article under

the heading "India end the Geneve Labour Conference" based on some
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of the itews ef the News Bulletin. The article gives details regard-
ing the vafiaus items on the agenda of the Conference and states
that sevex?l of the items are not of interest to India., It says:-

"we Jave few workers engaged in sutomatic sheet glass works,
cases whePe women work at night in Indla are very rare. In the
maintenange of the acquired rights of workers at their transfer
from one Pountry te amother we csn have very little interest, for
few Indish warkers with such rights dransfer their scene of activity
BEven the much talked of forty-hour week, in support of

§ Indian worlers' delegate at the Conference, Mr. Jemmadas
bks with such warmth 1s not of practical interest to us

4 at sny rate for the time being, Our workers may require

- mgenents regarding rest amd work, but in the present

& rnv'q Mr weeks It bas been felt bey haders of industry in
ajd by not a few lsbour leaders that comditions of work amd
Jia differ so much from those obtaining in Western
pigtint methods devised to safeguard the interests of Euro-
riers will be of little evail in the matter of protecting the
rding the welfere of Indian workers, Seth
the adoption of a forty-hour week on the
ground that 1t will tend to reduce the emoluments of the
®1rgs but the public will oppese it om otker grounds. More often
then npt, measures t to safeguard the worlers in Rurope ohly
#, vhen applied to Indian conditions, as a handicap en
! 1nd.uﬁ try and impalr its ability successfully to compete with
sopodn rivals. either the agenda of the Gereve Conference
p discussions thereat have served to dispel the fears of the
Indisg public en this ground., It is eloguent of the lack of confi-
dence!of Esstern peoples in the lLesague ‘orence that not leng ago,
leadeps of Labour in the Orient resolved to form am Orgenisation
of théir own - the Asliatic labour Congress, The proceedings of the
Genevp Conference do not show that it is alive to this development "

The National Call of 4-6-1934 publishes a lomg edltorial article,
favoyrably cmntmg on the suggestions regarding"Planned Economy"
contained in the Director's Report and deploring the absence of
any such scheme for Indis.

The Times of India of 9«6-1034 publishés a long edl torial
article under the eading "Working Hours". It is srgued that tie
problem in India is not so muchbne of xxex unemployment as of

securing & higher standard of 11v1ng for the employed. An increase
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in cost of production will be entailed if hours of work are lessened
and Indian industries are, due to severe competition from ou£side ’
not in & pesition to afford an increase in the cost of production.
For these reasons the paper 1s of opinion that & reduction of hours
of work 18 not practicable in India at present.

Ine Sind Observer, Karachl, of 3-6-1934 publishes an articls
contributed by Mr. Gurdial Mallik under the heading "The World's
Labour Phrliament" describing the michinery of the I.L.Conference
and giving detalls regarding the subjects which have been placed
on the Sgenda o the last Conferemee . |

The United India and Indian States, New Delhi, of 9«6+1934
publishes a long editorial article under the caption "Intemational
Isbour tonference®, The article is based on information supplied im
several items ineluded in the June 1934 issue of the News Bulletin,

* * »

The June 1934 issue of the Indie&n Review, Madras, publisles
a short note deseribing the main features of the recent I.Le0e
mblieation’lntermtional Survey of Social Services",

» » »

The Sunday (magazine) editlon of the Hindustan Times, dated
4461934, reproduces the review of the I.LY. publication "Intema=~
tional Survey of Social Services" published in the dally edition
of the peper issued on 14=5-1934.(Cutting of the review from the
Hindustan Times of 14-5«1934 was forwarded to Geneva with our
Minute H.1/977/34 dated 17«5-1934). |

) | . #

The Serveant of India of 31~§~1834 pablishes a long and appre=-
: =cisa tive
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review, contribkted by Mr. V.V.Giri, of Dr. R.K.Das's article on

"Child Labour in India".
* * »

Federated Indi e, Madras, of 50=5«1934 publishes an appreciative
review of Mr. BeB.Butler's article on "The Course of American
Recovery® published in the Jamary 1934 issue of?’{[ntemﬂon&l
Labour Review,

* ) ®

The Statesmsn of 10«8-1934 publishes a short review of the
April gssue of the International Labour Review, It is remarked that
“"ag uswal it is filled with matter which is interesting in itself,
theugh;.rthn reader sighs far 2 somewhat brighéer apmarance in the
sétu;g." '

3 * »

The Amrita Bazar Patrika of 5«6-1934, the June 1934 issue of
the Umlon Herald, Bombey, the "Indian Labourer", Madras, o 15-6-195}
the May and June 1934 combined issue of the Trade Union Record,
Bomb#y, snd tke May 1934 issue of the H.E.H.the N.S.Railway
Empleyees' Umion Bulletin, publish the proceedings of the 1st
Asiatic Labour Congress held at Colombo in May last,

(For otler references in tle press to the Congress vide pages
led4 of our May 1954 repért).

The same 1ss{1e of the Unilon Herald also mablishes an ‘editorial
article bringing out the salient features of the Congress.

* - * * |
The Hindu of 25=8-34 publishes the statement issued to the

press by the Director of this 0ffice on the significance of tie
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Asiatic Labour Congress.
(For a 1list of other papers which published the statement, vide

/
page 4 of ocur May 1834 report).

* L *

Phe Leader of 1ll«6«1834 publishes an editorial article under
the heading "Asiatic Labour Conference" in tie course of which,
after referring to the remarks on the subject in the Director's
report %o the last Conference, and to the Asimtic Labour Congress
held at Coelombo in May last, it is remarkeds-

"Ap 1t makes mueh difference whether a conference 1s being
held uﬂar the suspices of the Gemoeve Orgsmisation £m or some other
body, I n and other Asistic labowr leaders are most anxious that
an Asi@tic conference must soon be supponed by the Geneva asuthori tiesl
If the Colombo comfercnce bad been held under the auspices of the
I.k.0..1t Would LAYS Dasn attended not omly by the mpmunuﬁna
of the—w , 89 the present confermce was, but also by the
mprematiws of Govermments and employers, which would have been

ne Orester importance would be attached to resolmtions

gégpt ¢ a conference composed of the representatives of all the
three &n‘faes concerned than to resolutions passed by a gatilering of
merely/workers, Why the authorities of the I.~,0, have not beem
able to make the necessary arrangements for summoning an Asiatic
conference we are un&ble to understand, It has some tizmes happened
that the Intematimal Labowr Conference ms met at QGeneve twice in
the course of & single year, once in Mey or Jure, and agein im
September. Why is it that between 1931, when the resolution was for
the first time adopted recommending the convening of an Asiatic
Conference, aml 19384 the Geneva authorities have not been able to
summen even & sessien of such a conference? 1Is it that the
Europesn powers which dominate Geneva fear that their influence .
will be undermined if an Aslatic Conference comes into existence?
if net, why bas there been so much delay in summoning the conference?
At the Colombo conference also & resolution was passed urging the
I.Ls0e to expedite the holding of such a conference under their
suspieces. What action do tho Geneva authorities propose to take on
the resolution?"

_ * *» *
The Hindustan Times of 3-6«1934, publishes an edi torial
article on the Asiatic Labour COnference which was held at Colombo

in May lest. In the course of the article, the paper observes:

"The League af Nations and the Internatimel Labour Office, till
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recently, were preoccupied with European problems, and it is only

during the last few years tmat the I.L.0O. has recognised that the

peculiar conditions of workersim in Asia needl special treatment."
* * * 7

Phe June 1934 issue of "India and the World" publishes an artie
cle on "India and the I.L.0Os Some Aspects of the Proposed Indian
constitution" contributed amonymously from geneva. The article
reviews the pfovisions made i1n the proposed Indian Consti tation
for associating Indism States with India's obligetions towards the
I.L.0+ The writer adopts an optimistic view regarding this subject
and abeut the future of labour legislation and ratification of
I.L.Conveptions under the reformed constitution.

ﬁ » * *

The May 195¢ 1ssue of "Advance India", Madras, publishes an
article on "Settlement of Indus trial Disputes" conbributed by Mr.
A.G.Venkatachari, The article reviews the movisions in vogue in
India for settling industrial disputes and complains that the
I.L«.0. has not so far taken any action on tl®» resolution moved at
the 11th and 12th sessions fof the I.L.Conference by Dr. Michelis
and piwal Chaman iall respectively advocating the placing of the ;
subject of settlement of trade disputes on tle agenda of tle
I.L«Conference.

* * *

The Hindu of 2 and 4-6-1934 and tle Servant of India;Pbona,
egii‘:ne-l%‘} publish two articles contributed by Mr. C.W.Jenks of
the I.L.0ffice under the headings"Social Insurarce in India"

directing attentimm to the inadequacy of provisions on the subject
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in the White Paper.,

The Eindu of 4«6~1934 publishes a long editorial article commene
ting on Mr. Jenk's artieles) in the course of whiech it saysse

"It s true there are advantages in giving the provinces a
certain measure of freedom in the matter of the form and degree of
soclal service they may wish to undertake, but the Constitution
should s¢e to 1t that this freedom does not lead to chaotic
conditioss in the sphere of industrial activity in the provinces.
It is lgi fair that in order to promote harmonious and well-ordered
development of the mtiom at large, the Central Govemment shanld
be vested with powers of control over the provinces such as are
necessa®y to enable it to ensure the cCo-ordinmetion o provineial
activitfjes. There 1s also another reason why the future Indian
Federatiop should be empowered to undertake social insurance legise
lation. There are several thousands of Indians laboaaring in
foreign countries. It is to the interest of India that these
should be guaranteed minimmm stendards of social insurance, This
can be best done by India agreelng to the intemational labour
cenventl ons which she can do only &f her Central Government has the
suthort ty to ratify them @and enforce them by undertaking the neces~
‘ plation, The White Paper is defective im that it has not
e Fredersl Goverment with adequate powers in this

* - * *

The Indian lLebour Jounal, Nagpur, of 24-6-1934, publishes an
article by Walter %.,Citrine under the capticn "ﬁorm Trade Unionism:
Its significance to the vk)rksm; in the course of which it ia
mentioned that an 1mportmtmalb%uf§1 trade unions could
co-operate 1nt'g1)(9&kbionally'for the development of their programmes
is throughvthé I.Le0o and its annual conferences. The functims of °’
the I.L.0. &nd the I.L.Conferences are also briefly described in
the article.

. * *

The Indlan Labourer, & new Tamil bi-monthly of Madras, dated
18-6-1934 and 28-6-1954 publishes & famil trenslation of an article
contributed by the Director of this 0ffice on the subject of the

"world Unemployment Problem". The article deals with the main
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features of the present unanploymen")\and the efforts that are being
made, especially by the I.L.0., to solve the problem.
* * *

The May 1934 issue of "Jamia", organ of the Urdu Academy,
Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi, publishes the Urda translation aof an
article contributed by the Director of this 0ffice reviewing the
efforts made by the I.L.0s to combat the unemployment menace.

* * *

Federated India of 6-6=34 publishes a summary of tle communique
on the world unemployment sitnatlion i1ssued on 4«5e«34 by this 0ffice,

(Por a list of Xa other pepers which published the communique
vide pege 8 of our May 1954 report).

. . .

The Times of Inda of 29~6-1934 publishes in the "Readers'!
views" column g letter from an anonymous contri butor under the
caption "Inddan and Jaflenese Textile Inaus try" in which 1t is
claimed that conditiems of labour in japen are not mueh better then
those in Indla as 1s generally supposed and states as an instance
in support of this contention, that Japanese workers' delegates
have complained at the I.L.Conferences that xlabour un:fons are not
allowed to exist in Japan. It xx also points ouﬁfﬁan's refusal
to ratify the Washington Conventions regarding conditions of work
of w0men‘and childfen as s-ignificant.

* * *b

In the course of a speech on the occasion of laying the

foundati;»n stone of the Sri Sardda Mills, Podanur, South India,

Sir R.K.Shanmukham Chetty, Fresident, Legislative Assembly, made a

»
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a reference to his connection with the I.L.0. and sald that as a
result of his experiences at the various seésions of the I.L.
conference which he had attended, he was of opinion that the Indian
}fapitalist was not so hard-hearted as the weatern/o'apita]ist.

* * #*

In the course of a joint statement issued to the press by
Messrs N.M.Joshli and R.R.Bakhale on the recent Report of the
Depertmental Enquiry on "Wages and Unemployment in the Bombay Cotton
Textile Indus try", certain statements made Mr. H.B.Butler on thx
wages amnd purchasing power in the Report presented by him to tle
17th T.L.Conference (page 43 of the Director's Report) are quoted,

The joint statement was published in full in the Statesman of
26e6+1854 and the Jervant of India of 2@eéw34. Other papers
published short summaries of the statement.

* #® *




Heurs of Work im Jute Mills.

Working Time Agreememts im 1 9 3 3, é
®
Several references have been made inm previous reports of this

office to the variocus decisions taken by the Indian Jute Mills
Msscciation, Calcutta, since 6«11-1928 to the close of the year
1932, with regard to hours of work in the Jute industry (vide pages
20«84 of July 1931, pages 3133 of the August 1932 and pages 28«2%
of the Jamuary 1933 reports). The c¢risis in the industry, which
necessitated such measures, did not abate during 1933. Iam 1833,also, '
therefere, measures had to be talemn for curtailment of hours of worke
A brief review of the measures taken during 1933 is given hole',
snt"fop informstion is teksn from the Report for 1930 of the !
comtm af tho Indian Jute Mills Association.

ements . « During the year under reviev the h-u'a
1% &t the mills in the mombprship of tie
bhave n subjeet to three separate agreements, namelyse
'ndisn Jute Nills Association Working Time Agreement of
“locmh (2) The Porms of Settlement with the Cutside Mills
sdopted on 27619323 and (5) The Terms of Agreement with the Outside
Nills Gdopted en 21-1-1033. In secerdsnco with the terms of tihwse
s, the working arrangements throughout 1933 have been

} '!‘b mills in the membership of the Association —with the
exc ‘mentioned below— have worked for forty heurs per week
with 36 ct all looms sealed, the looms so sealed being hessian
looms of 40" reed space or overj

{b) Craig, Waverly, Megna and Nuddea Mills - which are members
of theo Association -~ have worled for forty hours a week but with a
full capplement of machinery, in accordance with the special treate
ment &fforded to them in 1932 under Clayse 7 of ths “Terms of
Settiement with the Outside Mills“; and Premchand Jute Mill, also
a member of the Association, was aecorded the privilege « given to
it in 1932 - of working for fifty-four hours per week with all
looms in operation;

(e¢) The five "Outside Mills% nmly,”rdamjee, Ag@rparl
Gagaldbhai, Ludlow and Shree Hamumen M1lls, have worked for fif ty-
four hours per week with a full conploment of machinery.

Asseciation's Current Working Time Agreement. - The terms of

kb8 $SERTORBNEE:§~£87eR. TRESOEL HRs BR4 CBIRIER MM A 1 TR 1 G0SNE
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Agreement dated 6th Ootober 1931, and apart from these relating to
wérking heurs. The principal provisions of the arrangement are as
follews- (B) The Agreement came into mmge operation from 1-7-1933
and is to remain in operstion for an indefinite period and is to be .
terminated by six months' notice Which may not be given prior te
30«6+1934 (2) The Association 1s empowered, on a majority votes of
members, to release from seal gradually, after giving adequate notice,
the looms under seal. (3) There 1s to be no increase in productive
maghinery on the part either of the Association mills or of tle
eutside mills. The total number of working looms represented by
the Assoeiation is 48,856, giving a total of 52,317 looms workhg
subject te the terms and conditions of this agroemt. (4) Inspee-
tion of the mlills regarding productive machinery and hours of werk
by the imepeeting staff elther of the Association of ef the l'tehrlu
Department of the Govemment of Bengal,

H _a Leem. -Towards the close of the year under mvic! the
suggesthon was @mde to the Committee that, having regard to the
ox:ating ataet position, steps should be takca under the provisioms
of this clauss to relesse from seal a percentage of hessian looms
and to seal up im their place a correspomding number of sacking
leoms. The Committee decided that for the present no chamge should
be made, snd it will be a matter for the incoming Committee imme-
aaug tm; agsume orfieo to rtv:lew the pesiﬁcn in the light of

i

{mriud from pages 24-28 of the Report for 1933 of the
H90e of the Indian Jute Mills Aaonntim ,0aleutta),

Fastory Administration inm Burma, 1953‘ v

fz.;,bor of Factoriea e Aecord.ing to the Anmtl Ropert on the
Workisg of the tOriés Act in Burma in 1938 the mumbder of establishe
ments fcgilborod as factories under the Aot iam Burma, inclnding the
Northemm Shan States, at the end of the ‘yoar 1933 was 1,010 as
against 1,073 in 1952, The decre&se was the result of a careful .
serutiny of the registers from which all factories which seemed
unlikely to recpen were deleted. The nmumber of factories working
during the year was 942 approximately the same as im the mevims
year in spite of the continued depression. Of timse 942 factories
253 bave been classified as peremnial and 689 as seasomal, During
the year 11 mew factories were registered and 74 deleted.

Bumbor of Operatives, ~ The total mumber of persoms employed
in fa€vories, as obtsipsd from the smmual returns sent in by

“""'Eﬁ’i’! Keport omn the Working of the Indlam Factorl es AcT 1I91T,
in Burme for the_year 1933. « Ramgoons Supdt., Government Printing
and Stationery, gum 1934 - Price R3.2 = 38, = pp.2+ 32,
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pocupiers, was 86,6& a3 against 90,078 in 1932, the mest impertant
decresses being under the heads of eny.noerms md rice mills, The
decresse undoer engimeering was mainly due to the closing of cme of
the large engineering and shipbuilding works in Remgoon, whi le the
decrease under Rice mills may be attributed to the more ‘extended
setson which resulted in work being carried on at less pressure,
The total mumber of wemen empleyed in factories during the year was
returned at 10,377 as against 10,281 in 1932, More than half were
employed in rice-mills which for the purpose of this report are
#reated &s seasonal factories. The only other industries im whiech
the empleymesit of women 18 of importance are the téxtile imdustry,
ineluding henlery ,» tnd mteh-making. Female factory labour in
Burms 18 predominaantly Burmese, but male labour is mminly Imdian.,
child-1sbour in Burme is umimportent as according to the robuma‘»(?
less timn 300 are omployed im the Provimce.

Rousing

ng of :nmmn Lebour ,
the

5 $1a (3 “8 1] uye.
yoar. W factories v mn working at a peﬂ.t and little
money WS been avel lsble for improvements or extemsionsy the gereral
nmtug conditions of the lines have however been maintained.
Sanitary comditions in factories remained fair on the whole. The
dust nnce in rieo-nllll has mot yet been overcome and as many
ai m;: sSpmEr to bm mmg 2t & losa it has not been possible

alnitatiol and Health, -

_repert of the Chief Medical Officer of the Burma Corporatiom
shows & satisfactory | of affairs as regeards lead-poisoning at
nnhn m usn -of kﬂ-ntu&ut&m or lesad-impregnation came to
light and only 287 cases of lead-absorpéion.

:,l and 6010_1'&1 cuditiens. - Wages have dropped still

furtk aring €. . Gid in 1932 as 1s evident from the
ronﬁag ﬁbh er "!" fa opsratives in eertain seleeted cooupe-
tionsg
, 19352 1933.
Trade ‘
v per month, r month.
Rice amd gew Mills - Rs. Ae Rse A, Rs. Af. RS. A
gine drivers .o 24 0 to 58 8 21 0 to 54 0
Pire amd ollmen . 18 0 te 28 0O 14 0 te 26 O
Beltmen 19 0 tod6 o0, 17 0 to 27 oO.
lill-—hlnés(-eni-lkillod) 15 0 tolo3 8% 156 0 to 18 0*
Stone dressers. .o 20 0 to 47 0O 20 0 to 42 o
Sawyers and planers.. 18 0 to 46 o 14 8 to 80 ©
Coolies .o 13 @ to 38 8 9 0tod30 O
general Bagineering -
Mechaaies ' oo 30 0 to 85 o 30 0 to 76 ©
Fitters & Turners... 26 0 teldb O 18 0 te228 O
Blacksmiths oee 37 8 tolS0 O 30 0 toled o
0 20 0 to 80 O

Moulders _ oo 20 0 toloo

*rhe Report for 1933 points out that the high wage figure shown
in the tables for 1932 is to be esuprioed to mis-classification.
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1%
general %neerigﬂg - (contd). 3&3& .].';9..3._5.:
o ‘ Ra. A. RS« A. "Rse A. Rs. A.
Rmtﬁetl wiremen.. 3 O to 106 O 30 0 to 9 O
garpenters. ee 45 0 to 120 O 30 0 to 96 O
Niscellameous. -

Book-binders oe 12 0 to 50 O 12 0 to 50 O
Fressmon e 18 O to 45 o 156 0 to 40 O
Gemposi ters se 18 O to 60 O 20 0 te 60 O
Patinters ee 30 O te 75 O 22 8 to 87 O
Tinsniths e 456 O te 9 O 43 0 to 80 O
Folishers ee 456 0 te 60 O 36 0 to T2 o
Masons ee 37 O to 1086 O 35 0 to 96 O

l';&l of laemm. - According to the report, maintemmce
by igers ol racte of adequate femcing was very slack, Due
to the 1M tod number Q! inspecting staff, cases ecould mot be
promptly doteocted. Se far as was possible mnagers and attemnding
operatives have been impressed with the mecessity of maintaining
adegquate fencing.

Aled, =

rhe mha relating to white-washing amd to

g the yoar emd ap improvement in the
- aa of 488 =y i» expected. The Mateh Pastories
Hﬁlés fére under roﬁ.nlan “but the alt;rttions were not gazetted im
the mro t. A od deal of time was spent on draft

< l% ?“ . 5 ethyl petrol but as under the mii:giu
P111 mow before the us&ﬁntiw Assembly rules for dangerous tredes
will be mmde by the Centrel Govemment it is unlikely that the
drafts will be proceedsd with im the form of local rules.

ts &lﬁ msawtien-. e The total number of workers

xilé FITINGE By 3 during the par was 1,407 as against
1, 668 :ﬁa 1382 ruromial raetomos accounted for 1,436 injufisd
percm including 9 deaths ami seasomal factories fnr 61 imjured
peragss.mi th 10 deaths,. The differemce in the ratios of fatal te
non~fatal accidents in peremnnial and seasonal factories seems
extraerdimary but agrees with the results of previcus years. To

some extent the differenée has beem accounted for by the faot

that comtract labour 1s largely employed inm rice-mills and ascidents«
e Af mot fatal « may easily escape the motice of the mmager.

' [hg | ' [§ eonvietion ' the result
of 14 proaoeutiens as ugainst 19 oonvict:lons as the result of X 3
prosecutiocns in 1982, _ _

ncom énta.ena of tim Imtlo Cem:luicn. e Purther time
has Do pe A g 3 ™. ilons, although no more
dreft mlss arising out of them have been gazottéd for oriticism.
It is remarked that it has mot beem found possible to take action
on all the recommendations of the Commission. ILack of momey
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has in some cases stood in the way, In other cases it would appe ar
premature to lagislate aince only few people would be affected amd
more impoertant matters require attention,

uam&ﬁ;a. « Due to lack of adegquate staff only 328 factories

out m were imspected during the year. A suggestion
to mlgmto Factory and Boller Inspection Departments was
comnsidered, but foumd, in its original form, impracticablej it may

however h’a} pessible to make use of the Boller Imapectors as

Additional Inspectors of Factories amd this proposal is under
examination. The sppeintmemt of selected Health officers as Addi-
tiomal Inspectors is reported to have worked well and there has been
noticed an improvemsnt in the sanitary comdition of factories im
distriets where these officers have been so appointed,

Fhe lphom l‘t&ﬁl ‘Prohibitian Act of 1983, = Ko irregne

(Pactory Administration irn Burmé during 1931 is reviewed at
pages 23e24 of the Jume 1932 report and for 1932 at pages 19«20 of
the July 1983 report of this O0ffice).

it in the Bembay Cottom Textile
L in Labour Office Report . ~

References were made at pages 20-21 of February 1934, pug.ﬁ |
1617 of March 1934 and page 23 of May 1934 reports of this office
to the specilal enquiry into wages and une-plemnt. conditdions
prevailing in the cotton textile industry of Bombay Presidency ordere
by the Govermment of Bombay. The enquiry wes comducted by the
Labour efﬂéo, Bombay, sad the report submitted by the .0ffice has
recently beei pablished by the Government. The report mmkes mno
specific recommendations a&s the enquiry was confimed only to
collection of faets and figures regarding wages and unemployment.
The report is divided into six parts; Part I gives a brief review
¥ Tabour 0fTIce - Governmnt of Bowbay = Wages and Unemployment 1n
the Bombay Cotten Textile Industry - Report of ths Departmental

Enquiry ~ BombaysPrinted at the Govt. Central Press. 1934, =Price
R8.1=3 or 28, » Pp.220,
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of conditiens in the textile industry of the Presidency since 1926
and is followed im Parts II, III, IV and V by a detalled examina-
tion of the present wage and unemployment pesition in Bombay City,
Ahmedabad, Sholapur and in other textils centres of the Presidency,
while the last pert summrises the conclusions srrived at by the
Labour Office as the result of the enquiry. Abundent statistical
éaba}amo:g othors, rogard‘?{) changes 1in the bé.a:lc iatoa lnd
allowances in individual cotten mills in Bombay City, (2) average
earmings of cotton mill workers Aa the different centres and (3)
working class family budgets in the different textile centres

of the presidency, are also included. A brief summary of the wages

and employment conditioms in Bombay City, Ahmedabad and Sholapur is

y ¢® 1926, = In the past eight years

! ; 218 industry in the Bomday Presi.
dency s temded to ahift from Bombay to Ahmedabad amd other parts

of the Presidemcy. This is apparent, mot omly as regards the

nusber 6f mills but also &s regards the mumber of operatives employed
ir thems In Bombay City the umnit 1s very mich larger than ¢ lsewhere,
except in Sholapur. In 1926 Bombay had 78 mills working, employing
on an average over 148,000 operatives daily. In Ahmedeabed dari:

the same year nearly 66,000 persons were employed and in other
centres over 41,000, making a total far centres outside Bombay of
nearly 97,000 or over 61,000 fewer them in Bombay. The number of
mills working in the other centres was 84, In 1933 the nuwmber of
working mills in Bombay had dropped to 66 employing aboyt 105,000
hands, The figare for Ahmedabad had risen to 75 mills employing
over 82,000 hands and in other centres the rumber of mills was 32
employing 45,800 hands. That is to say, the number of cottom mill
workers outside Bombay was actually 22,000 more than in Bombay City
as compared with 51,000 in favour of Bombay in 1926, In the same
period the mumber of working mills in Bombay had fallen from 78 to
66. In Ahmedabad the inocrease was from §9 to 75 and in other cemntres
from 26 to 52. That $3 to say, Bombay City had 12 fewer mills
wornm Ahmedabad had 16 more and otker centres 7 more., Im March 1934
when 8 enquiry was atarted, Bombay's position had worsened still
further. Only 65 mills employing 95,637 hands were working as
compared with 79 in Ahmedabed; employing 80,866 and 32 in otler
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centres, employing 42,216. In other words, 27,455 more people
wore workiemg in cotton mills outside Bombay City than in Bombay
City as compared with the 61, 386 difference in favour of Bombay in
1926,

Pindings of the Committes. - Below are given the findimgs upon

the terms of reference. The following general remmrks are mades
Perhmps the most important feature of the enquiry is the wide
variation in conditions in the different centres. The cotton textile
industry in the Bombay Presidemncy 1s composed of different units
which, so far as we ean ueertain', do not actm together in any
particular, except, perhaps, im their demend for protectiomn. There
is no common labour pelicy and therefore no wage policy; still less
is there any common sales policy, &nd goods produced in one centre
are sold in another although the same article i1s being made locally,
Bath m and wmeds differd in a striking way and each centre s
its oWwn charecteristics. In fact, it is difficult to find any onw
matter 1n comnnection with this industry upon which it is possible

to gemeralise, so that a comsideration of the Textile Industry,
from whatever aspect, must be by centies, each of whioh mast be
considered separately - a circumstance which obviocusly involves
diffieulties when the needs of the industry have to be comsidered
from the point of view of public policy." ‘

(a) Wage-Cuts., - As regards wage cuts, these have been most
numerous #nd greater in extent 1in Bombay City. Next comes Sholapur,
them the Southerrm Mahratta centres, followed by Khandesh., Ahmedabad
stands out &s compared t0l926, by shewimg an all-roundx® average
increase of Just over § per cent. This centre, however, differs
from the others in that there was a post-war wage cut of 15 /3 per
cent in this centre in 1923. The cut in wages has not been uniform
as between centre and centre, nor has it been uniform as between
different units in ths ssme centre. This result is bound to ooccur.
because wages are not standardized im any centre of the industry

except im the case of spimners iln Ahmedated., The result is that we
find wide disptritiea between the wages psid for the same kind of
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work in the same industry in the same town and in the same province,

enjoying the same protection amd to a large extent serving the
same markets.

(v) Rationalisation. - As might be expected, rationalization
has followéd an equally irregular path. It has made the greatest
progress im the centre where the biggest cuts in wages have been
mede, but where rationalization has not been accompanied by wage
cuts, the workers today are earming 50 per cent more tham they dd
in 1926. In other ceses rationalization has meant more effort but
not more pay. These remmrks apply to the system of rationalization
which has taken the form of employing fewer men for the same mumber .
of machines, Where rationalization has mainly taken the form of
specding up mechinery, introducing new types snd increasing the
efficieney of the machine, the tendemcy has been for the employers
to get tho greater part of the monetary bemefit. The net result of
mtiontkz&tion or the employment simation has been practically
nil, beemuse reduction in complements due to rationalization has
been off-set by some mills working double shifts and thus absorbing
the displaced labour.

mtj.lg gu;m aud mo r‘.lu of Ahmedsbad, and the establishment of
nen milie in the mefuseil. The employment posttion in the industry
has not materially deteriorated, although tie progress has not beem
as stesdy as might have been oxpec’eed even allowing for the gemeral

: There appears, however, to be

: : ) TG  § 5TWéen low wages and lev labour costs,
for althaugh Lhmdabud 1s Paying the highest wages, the labour cost
per 1,000 spindles and per 100 looms would appear to be less there
than in Bombay CAty.

il. T

Sholtpnr, reduc'cions in vuges have takem tle rorn of eutt:lng down
the dearmess allowance, which has been im existence for a good

many years and in Bowbay took the form of amn additiom to basic rates
of 70 per cemt for time-workers amd 80 per cent for plece-workers.
The effects of these reductions are as followste

(&) In the case of Bombay City wages were lower by 16.94 per
cent in December 1933 as compared with J‘uly 1926 and by 21 per cemnt
1a April 1934.

(b) In the case of Ahmedabad there has been no reductiomj om
the contrary, thers lms been an 1imcrease of from 5 to 6 per ceat
owing to imcreases of 8 per cent and § per cemt respectively given
to s'pin.ners snd weavers in 1930.

(¢) In the oase of Sholapur the reduction has been sbout 17
per cent including the 1232 per cent out im wages from January lst,
1934.
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In other centrea, owing to the absence of comparative wages
for 1926 and 1933 it is mot possible t# give an all roumd percemtage -
figure of imerease or decrease., Detalls of wage changes are given
in the repert for each centre.

2. 'hother Thaso Reéactieu have beem Uniform in the Cottom

] at ¥ 30 ‘ ustry. - No, except In the case of
AFiNe r reductions have been mors or less uni-
fél"ll 1n nlls aff:lnated to the Ahmedabad Millowners' Associatiom,
but not as regards mom-Association mills, In Bombay the reeéwmction
has not been uniform, ovem among mills belonging to the Bombay
Millowners' Association, because the Association permitted its
members to make such reductioms as imdividual mills comsidered
necessary.

't.her tho cest of Living of the Workiang Classes has
oriod and Mt Extent., = The cost af

j?'ng & the workim Judng this period in all
the cemtres eenr.d by our enqniry A8 regards Bombay, the cost of
living imdex mumber in December 1933, as compared with July 1926=
100, was 72 and 1a April 1934, 71 a fallax of 28 and 29 per cent
reapectively.
In Abhmedabad the cost of living index, on base August 1926=
100, was 69 ia December 1933, a fall of 31 per cemt.

in the ¢ase of 3Sh ur, on base Febsuary 1927= 100, the cost
of 11VviNg imdex in Decenber 1963 was 71, a fall of 29 per cent,
and in Februsry 1034 was 72, a fall of 28 per cent.

¢ ‘For the other centres , for which zmx cost of living inmdex
numbers are not aviilable, wexk are not im a position to say to wm s
extont the cest of living has fallen &8s compared with the year 1926,

4. that ms bcen the average Riae er Flll in Rual ln

;-_ g s ‘- V , : ‘ 3 Ihoas LTy . - ovi.n;
. o ey TR - e . v,,,,,_,,__m of

the eent«ms, we can only give real wage ﬁguros for Bombay, Ahmedsbad

and Shelapur. In Bombay City im February 1933, the month before

the cuts in wages started, it was 131j inm Doeenber 1935, 118

in April 1934, 1l1l. That is to say, the real wage index at these

different dates was 31 per cemt, 16 per cent 11 per ceni highsr .

than im July 1986, In Ahmedebad the real wage index in Decembsr 1933

stood at 154, an increase of G4per cent as compared with August

1926, In Sholapur, as compared with February 1927, the real wages

index was 130 @ in December 1935 and 115 in February 1934, an

increase of 30 per cont and 15 per cent respectively. In the case

of Ahmedabdd , whers a minimm standard of living appears to have

been accepted as ome of the principles underlying the fixatiom of

wages, we find that the minimum budget accepted by the Umpire in

1930, which &t tlat time cost R8.49«13-6, would at the presont

level of prices cost R8,39-15-5
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6o Whore Wage Reductions have been effected or Are Gontempla-
therefor. « Tho reasom mos gonera ' 7

8
Erade o Other reasons varied with the eontcm. In Bombay
it was stated that it was Recessary to reduce the cost of produc-
tion, and labowr costs were those most capable of reduction, as the
fall in the cost of living would enable the workers to maintain the
standard of life they had in 1926 s> 0Von after wages were reduced,
A8 regards Ahmedabad, while there has been no general reductiom in
wages, such & reduction is comtemplated, the mincipal reasons
given being reduction im wages in other centres, amd diminished
prefits. Im other cemtres, wages have been reduced becmise Bombay
and Sholapur reduced wages and at onme centre the reductions have
been effaeted tn view of the probable coming into opsratiem of the

' asking operatives to mind
more meachim o r T bhas » greatest progress in Bombay
City. Im Ammedabed retionalisation has been particularly directed
towards improving the effiociemey and types of machines used. The

' 2 8 varies from mill to mill. Ia
R BAS Not been accompemied
gotting about 850 per cent more than
Was introduced. Where retiomalisa-
S 5y Wage cuts, the wrkers are not eamming
=y t the extra retes given for minding more
machines having been meutralized by reduc tions in wages, usually ia
the form of cuts im the dearness slliowmmce, The effects of rationalie
sation em the conditioms of work bave been beneficial either beeause

beon remdored oasier. I Bombay, ome of the retiomsliszstion metheds
is giving & weaver four looms Instead of two. In Ahmedabad this
system has not been adopted, but double side working in the Prame
Department is develeping, and detter mixings and the production of
finer eloth has progressed rapidly. Where operatives are attending
moere mashines tham formerly, the workers have usually been given
58 to 60 per cemt more wages in ring spinning, and 850 to 75 per cemt
more on the speed frame. But some bers fit from the inocreased
efficieney of the plamt hes beea Passed on to some worlwrs in the
form of higher earnings on those machines. In other cemtres there
have beem very few changes in machinepy or methods. The goneral
effect of rationalization, in so far es one s able to generalise,
has been bemeficial to the workers,

b - no agenocy,
34 ¢ » 8 of unemployment, we find 1t
difficult te arrive at smy estimate of the total number of unemployed
in the cotton mills of the Bombay Presidency. We bave, therefare,
had to restrict our enquiries to the investigation of the mumber of
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eperatives who have been displaced owing to the total or partial
closing of mills, setting off against this figure those empleyed
on night shift. On that basis we find that about 28,000 persons
have lost their employment in Bombay City.

A8 regards Ahmedabad the volume of employment in the imdustry
hes oomsiderably increased since 1926, and in 1933, 26,551 more
operatives were employed than im 1926. 1In Sholapur the employment
situatiom has been practically stationary, although 389 fewer
persons were employed im 1933 than in 1926, In two centres in
Gajarath and in two im the Southern Mahratta country, we find that
there was a seareity of laboury while im Poona, owing to a fire
whioch prectically destroyed the mill therse, sbout 1,500 persons were
throwa out of employgient.

Soen after the publication of the Report Messrs. N.M.,Joshi smd
R.R.Bakhale jolmtly issued a long statement on the report ia which
it 1s shown that the Enquiry Report proves the workers' comtemtiom
of uncalled for wage cuts etc. and suggests to the Bombay Govermment
te appeint & gommittee to formulate spocific remedies and recommendae
to wage cuts mnd other matters dealt with ia the

Labour O0ffice Report. It is umderstood that the Local Governmment
is studying the Report with a view to taking werly decisions on
the subjeet. In this comnection much significamce is attached to a
recent visit made by Sir Frank Noyce to ’Bonbay and to the talks he
has had at Bombay with the representatives of varicus imdus trial
interests. According to a confidential loti;er roeo%vtf?n this
office from Mp. N.M.Joshl dated—6~¥=~1934, the Bombay Government is
mot willing to appoint a Committee to make definite recommendations
on the Labour Office report but is comsidering the appointment of

/
an officer as a sort of Protector of 1abour.
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general Wages in the Bombay Presfdency:

Details of Government Enquiry. v

Reference was made at page 20 of our February 1934 report to
the decision of the Government of Bombay to hold in 1934 a generel
wage census covering all factoktes in the Bombay Presidency excluding
8ind., It is now understood that the co<operation of the Bombay
and Ahmedabad Millowners' Associatiens, the Bombay Engineer Employ-
ors' Federation and all the factories themselves has baen secured,
and officers of the Laheur 0ffice have visited every peremnial
factory in the Preaidemey ainee the beginmming of the year.

The number of factories to be covered is 750 and the number
of persems employed is over & milliom throughout the Presidency,
oving %o the strile ia textile mills in Bombay and Sholapar it has
not been found possible to cover the mills in these centres for
May 1934, which was the month sedected for the census. With regard
to thess centres ths census has been postponod to a later date.

The sugar faetories, mostly closed in the middle of May, and for
them the month is Merch 1934, and the same month has been talen
for eensus purposes for the mateh factories, which were closed in
April. Th. Census infommation is expected to be available by
the end of tm.a yoar,

After the complstion of this inquiry, it is understood, the
Labour 0ffice will take up similar enes in connection with seasonal
factories and later on with regard to wages paid in nom-industrial

occupations.,

(T,® Times of India,25=-8e1934).
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Railway Labour Supervisors

Post Made Permanent. N

Refercnce was made at page 15 of our February 19:.":4 report to
the sanction accorded by the Standing Finance Committee for Railways
to the proposal of the Railway Board for making permanent the tempoe
rary posts of employment officers in certain Indian Railwdys. At
a meoting of the Standing Committee held on iSxid 18+6-1934, the
Committee sanctiomed the proposal of the Railway Board to make
permanent the present temporary post of the Supervisor of Rallway
Labour, @nd also special -tuf; for the preparation of a mamual of
rales on establishment matters applicable to the rallway staff,

The Committee was informed that a Supervisor of Rallway Labour
was necessary bo give offect to the I.L.0.Cenventions regarding
hours of work and weekly rest., The Hours of Employment Regilations
which implement the Conventions have so far been extended only to
North woilsorn, Bast Indian, Eastern Bqnggl and Great Indian Peninsula
Rallways. It is expected that the Regulations will be extended to
other Railways in due course, One of the duities of the Suporﬂlor
of Railway Labour is to submit an ammual Report on the working of
the Hours of Employment Regulations. The latest issue of the Report

3

was reviewed at pages 26«31 of our April 1934 reporte.

(The Times of India, 18«6s1934).




Wagos €59 Unratiomalised Occups tiomssMimimun Rates

Pized by Bombay Millowmers Associatiom.

Decisions safeguarding time-workers in the Eombay and Coorla
mills against amy decrease im wages on the imntroduction of the bt~
hour week, and increasing the wages of & large nuwber of time-workers
imn various oecupatioms are amnounced in a statememt to the Press
1ssued im the first week of July 1934, by the Secretary of the
Millowners' Assoclsation, Bombay. The following is a summry of the

statemen ts~

Twe months before the commemcement of the last strike 1im Bombay,
the Govemmment of Bombay hed imstructed the Lsbour Office to umder-
take a departmental imquiry into the cotton mill wages throughont
the Preotidemoy, (Per summary of the Report see pages

nomt) and thn Hlluurn Association, Bombay had pmnanod
m- 2SY 00-01W i SR sssistamce. aﬁtnzseqﬁ-ﬁ other
information aiﬂlur to that submitted by mills to the Lsbour Office
was also collected by the Assocliation from all the Bombay mills, sad
& speuinl 1 ¢ waz appointed by the Assoclation to examime
the data smd tc mwt on the mtter, so that the Asscociatiom might
be in & positim to deal with the iR Lebour office Report with tie
least éslay after 1ts pudblication,

, ges, -~ The strike imtervemed befwe

EDow 3 Bciuded 1ts examips tion of the preblem, but
1n oréer ﬁut the find:lngs of the Labour Office should mot be
vitiated by amy further adjustments im wages, the Assoclation gave
an umdertaking to the Govermmwent of Bombay on behalf of its members
that #6 change would be made im comditiams of work and wages inm
member mills until thg report of the departmental imvestigati
had been published. he report of the Lebour Office was publshed
on 2)st Jume 1934, The Committee of the Associatiom have carefully
sonsidered the report im conjunctiam with the recommendati cms mmde
by their owa subecommitteo, mmd taking imto comsideration the
imminent iatroduction of the shorter working week, have coms to the
following musky declsioms in so far &8s members of the Asscciation
in Bombay City aamd Island smd Coorla are comcerned,.

wagos of Timesvoriess. - (a) Wages of time-workers im all
unration d occupations in all mills shall be comsolidated.

(b) The comsolidated :eales- of pay for time-worlsrs im all
unrationalised occupations im all Bombay and Coorla mills shall not
be less tham the wagu specified for such occupations by the Xxxxm
Association,
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(e) Whtre the wages mow paid by any mill for particular eccupte
tioms are below those specified by the Association, they shall be
Jg:gged to those specified in the schedile mmd gi vem effect te from

iy 1.

(d) Wages not lower tham those specified in the schedule shall
continue to be peid in unpations lised coccupatioms in 2ll member
mills in Bombay even after the imtroductiom of the 9-hour day.

wages of Plece-worksrses (a) In the case of plece-workers
in wm%gwﬂﬁaoa eocupations, the dear food allowances to bs peid
by all mills from July 1, shall mnot be less than 36 per ceat.

(b) As and from the date of the imtroductiom of the bé-heur
week, the dear food allowamces to be pmid to piece-workers in umw
rationalised occupations shall not be less than 40 per cemt.

Effect of the Dec¢isioms. « The effect of these decisioms
will Do that time-w rs 11 ve safeguarded against any decrease
in wages en tlw introductiom of the S4-hour week, smd in addd tion,
wages of large nusbe rs of timsewori®mrs im various occcupatioms will
immediately be raised im a mumber of mills o As regards plece-warlsrs
the effect of the Geeisions of the Assoclatiam will be that the dear
ywance will ¥ imereeased in & mumber of mills,
s In sfly, the positiom will be that the

IMERre Soneeiid -pates of pay for time<workers and an incresse
in the dear feod allowances for phdce-worlers, and lay down standards
of wages below which Boxbay and Coorla members of ths Associatiom
will mot be permitted te geo.

Wages in Ratiomallsed Occapations. e A special sub-comm ttee

of tho Association has beem appoimted to comsider the positiom &s

regards rationalised occupatioms.

(The Statesmam,l0e7-1934)
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Textlle Strikes.

At pages 34-37 of our April 1934 snd pages 25-28 of May 1934
reports were given details regarding the progress of the Bombay textile
labour strike (which was started on 23-4-1934) till the last week of
May 1934, On 30-5-1954, the threatened lock-out by the employers was
started by three mills belonging to the Sassoon group which were working
with a partial complement of workers. During the last week of May, '
the moderate labour group of Bombay, led by Messrs. N.M. Joshi and
R.R. Bakhale, offered to co~operate on certain conditions with the
Joint Strike Committee in the matter of carrying on.the strike. One
section (the representatives of the Girni Kamgsr Union) favoured the
inclusion of Mr. Joshi's group in the Cormittee, while the communists
of the Young Workers' League, who were in a majority) bfposed 2% to it.
Af ter g#heated discussion,the resolution recommending the admission of

Mr, Joshi's group was rejected. In addition a resolution was passed

. against importing moderate opinion into the Committee (Times of India,

2-6-1934).

A meeting of the Strike Committee was held on 3-6-1934 to re-
consider the decision but it terminated in a free fight between the two
sections of the Committee. (Times of India, 5-6~1934). In view of .
the controversy which thes® proposal had occasioned, Messrs. Joshi and
Bakhale withdrew thelr offer of co~operation. Soon after some leaders
of the Indlan Natlonal Congress, notably Messrs. Bhulabhai Desai and
KoF. Nariman, began to interest themselves 1n the settlement of the
strike. Mahatma Gandhi aiso sent an enquiry to Mr. H.P. Mody regard-~
ing the situationiat that time. In the meanwhile a sub-committee
appointed by the Indian Merchants' Chamber, Bombay, and the Mayor of

Bombay, started negotiations for a settlement.
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While these peace efforts were going on, picketing of mills and
arrestfof workers went on unabated, but from the last feﬁ days of May
the newspapers began to note a dally increase in the number of workers
who attended the mills until, on 6-6-1934 the number hnd»increasmiyﬂgﬂ
29,000 on 31-5~1934 to 37,400, On the strength of this indication
Mr, H.P, Mody is said to have declared that fhe strike was fizzling

out. Mr.Mody's remark caused a great deal of resentment to the strike

leaders who refused to lend their support to the peace negotiatioms,

declaring that it was thekr intention to prolong the strike till the
millowners granted all their demands. In spite of this threat and of
sporadic acts of violence and intense picketin%)mill attendance rose
steadily and on 13«6~1934 the figure stood at 60,500. On 11-6-1934

the split in the Joint 3trike Committee was further widened by the
Bombay Girni Kamgar Union deciding to secede from the Strike Committee
snd to organise a strike committee of 1its own, Two days later the
“"Roy group" (followers of Mr. M.N.Roy, the Indian Communist) in the
Committee also resigned,forming themselvesvinto a "Militant Workers'
League™. An effort was made on 16-6-1934 to compose the differences
between the various groups and to reconstitute the Joint Strike
Committee., This meeting was attended by Mr.N.M. Joshi, but all efforts
proved futile and on 23-6~1934 the Bombay Girni Kamgar Uﬁion decided ta
call off the strike as from that date., The strike in the Bombay tex-
tile mills thus virtually ended on 25-6-1934,

The same day Sir Frank Noyce, Member in Charge of Industries and
Labour Department with the Government of India, visited Bombay and had
informal talks with representatives of employers and labour and with
Government officials, It is understood the topic under discussion was
the Bombay textile strike and that the Government are contemplating the
setting up of a Board of Enquiry into the question of wage cuts.

(The Hindu, 26=6-1934). '
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Workers' Orgenisations.

/ .
Auditing of Trade Union FundssPunjab Government's Free

Audit Scheme, /

In the course of tﬂ‘lﬁ report, the Royal Commission on Labour
in India pointed out that at present registered trade unions have to
meet the cost of the obligatory annual audit, and the qualifications

of the auditors are prescribed by Government. It was remarked that

it was not possible for the smaller unions to meet the cost of employe

ing properly qualified auditors and, as a result, Government has had
te permit their accounts to be audited by persons with no qualifiea-
tions 1in accountaney. The Commlssion recommended that all unions
should be able to secure free of charge the conduct of their smdit
by efficisls of Governuent., Government Mms already accepted respon-
sibility for the audit of the accounts of co-operative societies in
some prétﬁneos. Tha provision of auditors for trade uniens,it was
pointed out, should cost little teo Government, while it will relieve
registered trade unions of a considerable dharge on thelir funds,

At present the larger unions are required to employ auditors who are

suthorised to aadit the aeceounts of companies under the Companies Act,

and any union which desires to employ such an suditor should remain
at liberty to do so. But unions which do not desire, or are unable to
engage, aullltors of this class should be given the alternative of
having an officlal audit rather than of employing other persons as
auditors. The reportskf the official auditor on tyede union audits
and investigations should be made available for the public as well as

for the union. (vide page 331 of the Whitley Report)e.
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The Punjab Government have recently ammounced that they have,
in accordance with the above recommendations of the Whitley Commission,
made arrangements, &s an experimental measure for three years to

start with, for the audit without charge of such trade unions in the

Punjab as may apply for 1t to the Registrar of Trade Unions a:tﬁ the

province.

(The Hindu, 28w5#1934).

Sth HAAf-Yearly Meeting of A.I.R.F. with the

' Bailway Board,12 & 13+7-1034s Ttems on the Agenda, -

Liféiii‘aingfe A& press commniqué issued by the Assistant
Seeretary; 4sli-Indie Railveymen's Federation, the 8th half-pyearly
meeting between the Rallway Board and the All-India Railwaymen's
Federation will be held on 12th and 13th July 1934 in Simla, The
following subjects have been placed on the agenda of the meetings-

(1) Revision of Leave Rules affecting daily-rated smd inferior
service staffy :

(2) Bnquiry Procedure required before imposing puhishments;

(3) Housing allowance or Free Quarters for low-paid staff;

(4) Concession in wage-cuts for those who have already suffered
loss in their earnings due to retrenchmontj

(5) Wrong classification of certain staff as "menials® for
exclusion from Provident Fund,

(The AmPita Bazar Patrike,268«1934),
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Cengress emd A.I.Socialist Partys
Congress Ropudiates Class War Jdea,

Detalls regarding the programme and policy of the All Inmdia
Socclalist Conference which was inaugurated at Patna on 17«5«1934
were given at pages 44-46 of our May 1934 report. The progreamms of
the organisation was discussed at a meeting of the Working Commlttee
of the Imdian National Comgress, held at Bombay on 19-6-1934, and
the follewing resolution was passed by the Committee.defining its
attitude towards the policy of violence advoeai:od by the sccialistss

"Whilst the Working Committee welcomes the formatiom of groups
representing different schools of thought, it is necessary, im view
of the leese talk about the eemfiseation of private property amd

necessity of class war, to remind Congressmen that the Karachi
xnohtm‘ & ﬂnll; uttled hg the A..x.c.c. at B«bav xn Augunt

cant a8 i° 3 "ty ¥ithout junt cause or compensation,
nor mqv e.f c&&u war, The lerk&ng Commd ttee is furtler of
S anik olass war are contrary te the Congress
eed of mon-vielemce. At the same time, the Working Committes i
of the opinion that the Congress does contemplate wiser and juster
use of m preporty so as to preveat it from exploiting the
landlesa poor.* (The statosm,%u.lﬂa).

In the course of a press statement, Mehatma Gendhi while
weloceming the rise of the Socialist Party in the Comgress, deelared
that We could not agree with the programme of the Party. He saids

"It seems to me te ignore Indian comnditions and I do not like '
the assumptions underlying many of its propositions which go to
show that there is mecessarily anSagonism botween classes and masses
and between labourers and capitalists such that they ecam never wark
for mtual good. My own experience covering a fairly long period is
to the cemtrary. What is necessary 1s that labourers ar workers should
imow their rights and should also kmow how to assert them. Ahd simce
there has mever been any right without corresponding duty, in my
opinion the manifesto is inecomplete without emphasising thc necessity
of perfermance of duty*.

(The Hindustan Times,15e6e1934).
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Economic Conditions.

All India Crop-Planning Conference,Simla,June 1934.,.”

Refersnce was made at page 63 of o% April 1934 report of this
office to the decision of the Government of India to hold a Conference
of provincial officials in June 1934 with the object of di scussing
questions relating to crop planning in order to adjust produstion of
sgricultural produce te demand, The coenference is the result of the
Provincial Economic Conference, which was held in New Delhi in April
last. The Central Government, in a resolution published on May §

(vide pages 89«83 of our April 1934 report for & summary of the
Reselutien}) after eutlining the steps to be taken to improve the
marketing of Indian produce, observed that an essential complement of
any progréime of marketing mast be the regulation of production in
adjustment to the demand. Hence they conslidered that steps should be

taken®te cowrdinate a plan of agricultural production for India as
a whole® and announced that they wers, thgrofore, proposing ﬁ‘b,' e ~
earliest possible date, thereshowld-be a conference of the provineial
Directors of Agriculture and land revenue -of‘ficeri “fo discuss what
measures 6en be taken in this direction"., The All India Crop Planning
Conference was beld at Simla on 8 and 9-6~1934 under the presidenta-
ship of 8ir Fﬁzli-nunsain, Member in Charge of the Department of
Education, Health and Lands of the Govermment of India. This Conference
represents the firét attempt made in this country towards adopting a
co-ordinated plan of agricultural productioﬂ for Indla x as a whole.
séne of the subjects o the agenda of the Conference weres (1)

consideration of the question whether there was mf over-production of

rice and wheat in Indiaj if so, the remedies thereforj (2) a general
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review of cotton, sugarcane and jute production, and (3) development
of oil-seeds and oil-erushing industries. The following 18 a brief
summary of the proceedings of the Conference.

Rice. - Representatives of Madras, Bengal, Bombay, Behar and
erissa,mnited Provinces and Assam said that there was no over-
preduction in their respective provinces and that they wewe actually
importing rice, chiefly from Burma; members from the Punjab and Sind
said that they were mot interested in rice which was a luxury orop for
them, while those of the Central Provinces said that their province
was self-supporting amd that there was very little over-produc tion.

As regards Burma it trans red thet ths province produced about

7,000,000 Sons of rice per anmum and exported, chiefly to India, abous

half of that smount. Restrictiem of the area wnder rice in Burma, it

was said, was net possible for want of good substitute crops, Imt

that, in view of the very lew priéice of rice, efforts are being made

to bring part of the ares mow under rice cultivatésm, under sugar crop.

A resolution em the subject, 50 the effect that in view of the

present world conditions im the matter of rice production no provin-

cial government should ordinarily offer any stimalus Se an increase

in the presemt area under rice, was discussed by the Conferencs. In

i ot nt opinions which were expressed by the various
Siveaysi l-foBussain suggested a modified

e

i la mf, mm world conditions in the matter of rice produce
tion sheuld be beymo in mind by provincial governments which may be
ontempisting sn fnereass in . present ares under rice. This modi-

econi iating en SRCYOAN
fied proposal was carried by a majority of representatives.

Provincial representatives interested in the subject also
suggested the removal of the present export duty on rice as soon as
fineneial circumstances permitted, but no definite conclusion was
arrived at on this peint. The Rallway Boaxd agreed te comsider the
lowering of railway freights of certain agricultural commodities in-
cluding rice. '

Wheat, « On the questiom of wheat it was admitted by the
wheat gRoWIhg provinces that there was omer-production but it was
declared that 1t was not possible to curtail production for want of
suitable aubstitute crops. After a heated discussion the Conference
adopted the president's formala "that the present world conditions in
the matter of wheat production and that the Wheat ImportyDuty Act is
an annual-medsure (mot permanent) should be borne in mind by
provincial Governments which contemplate schemes involving extension
of the wheat area% The conference further recemmended the creation
of a Steanding Committee on Wheat of the Advisory Board of the Imperial
Council eof Agricultural Research. ,

ottom, ~ The Agricultural Expert with the Imperial Council
of Agricultur Rfesearch explained that the Central Cotton Committee
had appointed & sub-committee to deal with the question of an increase
in the total area snd selection of varieties to be cultivated., That
sub-committee had recommended extémsion of a certain type of ecotton

which was geown in the C.P. and which had proved successful both in
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Indian mills and in theu;%the United Kingdom. The C. P, Agricultural
pepartment had adepted the scheme and were pushing it this year. A
second suggestion was that Sind should grow long staple cotton with a
visw to replacing the forelgn cotten imported by Indian mills. 3ind
could produce 2ll the 180,000 bales needed for the purpose. Sind had
already made considerable progress in that direction.

Jute.- As regards jute, the conference left the matter untouched
as it dId not concern other provinces and has X already been under
inquiry by a special committee in Bengal.

’ Discussion on the question of
groundnuts eon red round the proposition that there was room for
csutious expansion. As regardas linseed it was pointed out that there
was a great export market for linseed and that two million acres more
could be brought under Ainseed crep. The Conference approved of the
proposals that the British Govermment should be approached with a
proposal to impeose an import duty on all foreign fats, oils and oil-
seeds which complete with oilseeds produced in the Empire.

gugsrcane. « As reogards sugarcane, the representatives of the
United PFe §C65 end Bihar and Orissa maintained that their provinces
were the tﬁe.t mw prmug ones and that othexrgdshould not launch
Representatives from the other

- suggestion. No specifie recommenda~

tion was Wﬁ 'ﬁ the L‘ﬁfix‘ﬁnﬁo.

pos - The epinien was expressed thmt it was necessary
P & light veriety of tobacco sultable for cigarettes and 1t
wasg deciéeé to increase the acreage of tobacco by 30,000 acres.

pairy Preduce. + The animal usbandry expert with the Imperial
I of \ aral Research said that India produced 5,000 te

eea of utlltena of Rupees worth of dairy-products and impérted.
abmt R8.10 millions worth from abread. %0 amount imported could also
be supplied in India, ss Imdia hed ample dairy products if only they
could be tramaported to big cities by some orgsnisation. He said that
the exchange made it practiecally free entry for Austrdlia and New
gealand. 3Some dairy products were dumped into India at uneconomic
pricesj further India used only a 5 per cent area for fodder crops as
sgeinst 30 per cent in the United Kingdom. After further discussion
1t was agreed that the Conference should recommend that ths questiom
of a protective duty on 8ll imports of dairy products should be
examined by the Tariff Beard.

etber Suggestiona, = Among the other suggestions adoptod by x
yre that Madras could increase the area under Cambodia

cotton by 50,000 acres and put another 50,000 acres under sugarcane

in three or four years so as to be self-supperting in regard e

sugar, Madras, which had already increased the ares under fruit by

14 per cent could further inerease it if transport facilities were
granted by the ral lways . Bombay could increase the area under sugar-
cane ,m mengoes, pldntagns and pineapples. Bengal had further scope
for sugarcane production and could also increase the area under fodder
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crops. The United Provinces had room for a high quality of barley
suitable for malting and could also increase the area under linseed
with proper rust-resisting varieties. As for the Punjab a suitable
subatitute orop was the soya bean and an experimental consignment of
suitable soys beans should be sent to England. Sugarcane was the
enly alternative orop for Burma which could increase its area under
this crop te 100,000 acres., Bihar and Orissa could increase the
sugarcane area and could expand linseed and fodder crop. The Central
Provinces could increase the acreage under linseed, groundmuts and
sesamum. Sind should have a programme of expansion of cotton, rice
and linseed.

( The Statesman, 9-6-1934)

( The Statesman,l0-6-1934)

Ratiemalisation of Indian Railwayss

- cg-,utn.'a Second Report.

References have been made in the previous reports of this Office
to the Government of India's obtaining the services of Mr. F.A.Pope,
an officer of the Donden Midland and Seottish Reilway, during 1932
in order ke Beld san onguiry into possible économies in the working of
Indian Railways (vide pages 84-55 of December 1932, pages 32-35 of
May 1933, page 62 of December 1933 and pages 43«45 of February 1934
reports of this Office). Mr. Pope held the enquiry along with a few
officers of Indian Rallways from December 1932 té F;iarmry 1933 and
presented & report in February 1933 (vide pages 54-56 of our May 1933

report for Summery) in which the main recommendation referred to carryw .

ing out of "Job Analysis" in each railwey system. In view of the

akn satisfactory results obtalned, Mr. Pope's services were again
secured during the winter sesson 19335-34 to carry out with his former
cblloaguon & more detailed investigation into vpossible economies in
the stute-hnaged railway systems. He has recently submitted his

second report in which recommendations heve been made, the adoptien
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of which are expected to effect a saving of Rs. 4.3 millions anmally.

ee-ertunation md co-oporatien eet' Aetivitiu to be Effected. «
Mr. Pope 1 06 cou 3 .

pearallel and eemoqnently redundant orglnisatiom are ninuinod

by different railways at points of contact where the companies eould
pool their resources and co-operate. Instances mms given are the
running of separate printing presses and the maintenance by the

B.B. and C.J. and G.I.P. Railways of parallel workilp shops in one
and the same locality. "Economy by reduction of staff and enlarging
the field for mechanical electrical appliances would undoubtedly
result if certain large blocks of clerical staff engaged on routine
work in the Chief Accountants' Offices of the two State railways in
Ccaleutta were amalgsmated.' Similarly it is suggested that there should
be increased amalgametiidm of the booking, parcels and information
offices run by different raillways in variocus parts of Calcuttas,
Madras, Bombay and Délhi. The committee 18 dissatisfied with ths
present orgenisation of the Rallway Accounting Branch and stresses

the importance of hasteming the formatien of a Railway Accounts
Service.

—

pgu;epmnt of Commercial Side of Railway Administration.e
Y 8 ¢ L mportance 1s net always attributel
to the administration., Effleiensy in operee

T & & mma ti"ﬂ&isaey on the business side. The

1mrmce of salesmenship, commercial research and advertising and
blise. -is stressed and & mumber of proposdls for imcreasing earm-
ings a¥e put forward. Under the heading "Rates and Fares®, the

Conmi ttee comments on the existing basis éf passenger fares in the
lower classes and suggests an alteration. The possibility of increas-
ing certain freight rates is also referred to. The Committee recommends
that the commercial organisation and personnel of each rallway should
be overhsuled and that an intensive campeign should be orgenised to
attract traffic to the rsilways, bearing in mind the well proven
principle that "facilities beget traffic", The Committee also recom-
mends that a commercial research unit should be formed on each railway
and that railweays should be associated with the ecomomic investigations
now being carried ocut under the auspices of the Central and Provincial

Governmontsa.

Development of Industries as Help to Railways, -~ The Committee
suggests any Government policyojorganisation which will assist
industries in India to develop, or which will assist traders to find
markets for produce requiring tréensport, will be amply repaid by the
increased railway revenue payable to the State."

(The Statesman, 14-6-1934).
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Werkiag of the C.P.Debt Conciliatiomn Aect during 1’3&3@-\/

The main features of the Central Provinces Debt Conciliatiom
Act,1933, vere givem at pages 45¢46 of the Jamuary 1934 report of
this O0ffiee. In order that an idea may be obtained of the practiecal
results aehieved by the Act and of the extemt of relief secured for
debtors, & summary 1s appended below of the Government review on
the working of the Act during 1933, published in the Central Provln-‘
ces gasette éatod R966«1934:

The Debt caneination Act was passed in Jamary 1933. It was
éees.ded,t«o begin with two boards only in areas where indebtedness
was heavy and the chances of séttlement were favourable. One board
was accordingly established at Kimrai in the Ssugor district on the
35 July 1933, and the other &% Seoni of the Chhindwara district on
the 21st July 1933, Later a third board was established at Balaghat
and @ fourth has reeently been started at Narsinghpur. Two boards
have also startsd work in Berar during June 1934. It is remarked
shat it 1s too early to form any opinion on the working of the last
four boards, but reports have been submitted far the period ending
the 31st March 1934 by the chairmen of the Klmrai and Seoni boards.
The uggest:léu made by them for improving the law and procedure are |,

under considiration o

. Board. « The board worked for 192 days. The number of
applic 8 recelved was 1,970, involving debts amounting to
Rs.2,382,800. Of these, 178 applications involving Rs.156,800,

wore dismissed under section 7(1l) of the Act either in default of
the applicaats or for non-payment of process-fees or for other minor
reasons. 268 applications involving Rs.390,800 were also dismissed
under section 14, as no settlement could be arrived at with the
creditors. Certificates under section 15(1) declaring that the
ereditors had unreasonably refused amiecable settlement were issued
in 208 cases, involving claims amounting to Rs. 408,255. Agreements
under section 12(1) were executed in 498 ecases for debts aggregating
to Rs .440,579. These were conclliated for a sum of Rs.239,711,
which works out to 54.6 per cent of the demand. 1,042 cases involve

ing
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Ra 1,380,000 were pending on the 31st March 1934, Many fresh applie
cations are not now expected. In the settlemsnts by this board the
principeal Mas generally been allowed and reduction made in the
iaterest. An instalmmt does not generally exceed the anmual reat
paid by the dedtor and the total mumber of instalments does not
excoed twenty. ’

Seonl Board. « This board worked fer 167 days. The mumber of
applicttidhs presented was 1,402, involving debts te the amount of
R8.1,894,700. Of these, 89 applications, involving Rs.318,600,
wore dismissed under sectiom T(1), and 27, involving Rs.72,800,
under section 1l4. Certificates under section 15(1) were issued in
respect of Rs.42,800 in 29 cases. Agreements were executed ia 317
cases foy debts amounting to Ra.389,400. These were coneiliated
for Rs.884,600 or 66 per oent, A mmber of cases conciliated by
this board imeluded mortgage or decrotal claims. 989 eases, invelv-
ing Re. 1,180,600, wore pendimg at the close of the period umder
review. There has been & falling off in the number of fresh appli-
cations tewards the close of the pervied under review. Basy instal-
monts hw%’ bosn fixed, and, exsept in & fow caaes, no intereostx is
to be paid

‘. Govermmont. « The boards have not been at work
,  Su&Dls GOVeMMNNG Lo arrive at defimite conelusions
ot o Ak WE0EE oF WS EiE 16 10 present form. It still remsins
to be seem how the inetalments fixed are peid up by debtors snd what
resctians will follew on the grent of fresh credit to these who
creditems are in many cases apathetie, particularly thess whose
debts are secured, mmd whe can afford, therefare, to refuse to
listen o any compromise., A large number of debtors im the Kmral
area is reperted to have refreined from applying, owing partly to
the impression that the board with 1ts limited powers would be
unable te help them offectively and partly to fear of retaliation by
erediters and the stoppage of further credit. It has accordingly
been suggested in some gquarters that no distinotion should be made
between secured smd unsecured Gobts and timt the voluntary primeiple
on which the Act is besed should be replaced by ome introducfing

an element of compulsion. Government is mot yet prepared to
abanden the voluntary prineiple after so short a trial and wemld
prefer to gaim further experience before taking action in this
direction.

Progreas of Joint Stock Conpax;ios in India,l%o-él‘.\/

Nain Features of 1930-31.- In the year under review the mumber

of newly registered companies (both public and private) decreased

¥ Department of Qommserclal Intelllgence and 3tatlstlics,Indla. =
Joint Stock Companies in British India and in the Indian States of
Hyderabad, Nysore, Baroda, gwalior, Indore and Travancore 193031 e
Published by order of the Governor-General im Council « Delhis
Manager of Publications 1934 - Price Rs.2¢10 or 4s.9d.- pp.x1+166
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by 12.9 per cent as compared with the previous yesr. The suthorised
capital of the newly registered companies, as compared with the
preceding yesr, also decreased by €5.5 per cent snd the peid-up
capital by 66.4 per cent. The number of private Uompanies registered
in 193031 was 366 as against 301 in 1929-30.

mpenies up to 1930«31l, = The total nmumber of com~
penies XEed by shires, VHICH were incorporated in India up teo
1903031 ler the laws relating to the registration of companies,

was 16,100, 0f these, 7,580 companies or 45.5 per cent of the

total mumber registered were werkimg at the end of the year 193031}
the remsinder weyé either woumd up or discontinued, or mever GoMmORe
ced business. All the companies registered im India have & rupes
capital. The number of companies at work snd tls capital invested
im them stood as follows at the end of each of ths last three yearsfe

1928+290 1929+30 193031
gmtgg (¥umber) 6,350 6,919 7,328
Anthepreas (R.1,000) 6,414,010 6,699,800 6,586,330
Pesdwmp vepttal (R.1,000) 2,783,081 32,063,308 2,826,847

o8 Quring the Year, « The principal changes during

(1) 751 new companies, With an mthorised capital of R.215,6
millicns and & peid wp eapital of R, 8.3 millions were reglstered;
1 company with an suthorised capital of Ra. 100,000 and & paid-up
capital of Rs. 14,000 was restored. _

(8) 292 compenies, with am suthorised capitel of R.378.4
millions and & pitdeup capitel of R+111:2 mtilttons consed to do
business and 32 companies with an suthorised capital of R. 6.6
millions and paide-up capital of R. 1 million ceased to do business
in previeus goars but reported during the year under review,

(3) The suthorised capital of 73 companles was raised by
R. 66.8 millioms amnd that of 28 companies was reduced by R. 13.2
milliems while the paid-up capital of 1,247 compenies was imcreased
by R. 112.8 sillions and that of 148 compenies was reduced by

provipeisl Distridmtion. - The provincial distribution of the
7,528 COMP& 4t wo Mag 195031 is given below. The figures
in brackets show the peid-up eapital in thousands se '

Madres - 800 (Rs. 149,833); Bombay - 989 (Rs. 977,426);
Bengal - 3,682(Rs.1,116,918) ; United Provinces - 224 (R8.114,776) 3
punjab « 386(Rs. 36,666)4 Burma «288(Rs. 265,549)s Bihar amd
orissa ~ #(Re. 185,503); Central Provinces and Berar «54(Rs,10,603);
Assam » 166 (Rs.9,71€)j North Weat Frontier Province =8(R8,1,046)
Baluchistan « 1(RSe ece)} AJmoreiforwara « 22(Rs. 3,6816)5 Delhi «108
(R8+10,668) ; Bangalore (Civil & Military Station) -8(Rs.1,226);
Coorg - 5(Rs.181); Hpderabad State « 40 (R8.17,528)3 Mysore State
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121(Rs .14,762) ; Baroda State = 62(38.15,241); gwalior State - 36(Rs,
51,089)3 Indore State « 11(Rs. 18,714); and Travencore State 403
(Re .16,8866) .

Total Companies « 7,328

Total Pald-up CRpital = R8.2,865,368.

mat,;ut;on ueerd.a to Class of Companiess- Banking, Loam

; 0% ald-up eapital Invested In Bi'gﬂng,

fment amd tmt nidhla sand chit associatioms and

hmmn« nupun:ln wutod R to Rs.280 millioms, of whieh 36 per
cant was in cempanies rogistered in the Bengal Presidency, 25 per
cent in the Bombay FPresidency, 16 per cent in the Madras Presidency
and 7 por eant in tie Gwalior 3tate. There is & striking comtrast
between the suthorised and the paid-up capital of imsursnce compeniess

ma&l}m Transport, « Trensit and tremsport companies
& pald-up espital of over Rs.210 milliens, of whiech
Rl. 160 ﬂlnm, or 70 per eemt, Wwere imvested in railways and
Bowbey emmum about Rs .83.4 millioms or 66 per cent

and Beaghl Re, §5.6 milllons or 44 per cent, of the total oapital
nmatoi in mei amd trammays,

T inge - Trading and mamufacturing .
comps Ssup capital of Rs, 980 millienms,
of = A% per cent, were imvested in

: pe o shout

. ‘ 88 Rs. ‘!’f $ millions in tmius Ra. 49
un&m sn chy. atm, coment, lime snd other Building smd ocone
prd - nterkales-fine 468 militons in ¢ rings Re, 43,3
g; ons 4 oc figers, eote.) iﬁs. $1.9 millions in irem,
steel mmd :hipmﬁﬂng; Rs. £9,8 millions in printing, publishing
and stetionery and Rs. 23 milliens in chemicals snd allied trades.

Mills and m”. « Nearly ono-»faurth (Re .677.5 milliona)
of the &gy bo { &= ocapital was invested in mills and presses,
chiefly for w ?mg or pressing cotton, jute, wool and silk. Bombay
had nearly 48 por eemt (Rs. 282,.3 nllions) of the total investments
under this head, most of 1t being employed im cotton mills, silk amd
woollen mills amd presses and Bengal sbout 36 por cent (Rs.244 .4
millions) mostly invested in jute and cotton mills snd presses.

planting. - In tea, coffee, and other plantations, a paid-up
capitel & R9.156,6 millions was invested, and of this amount
Rs .113.9 millions were held in Bengal, the majority of the tea
companiss owAing gardens in north-eastern India being registered
in Calcutta, ,

|+ § ;. and ia e = The paid-up capital of mining and
quarryi e 8,988.1 millions of which 24 per cent
(ls.ﬂ.ﬁ millions) m hvoatod in companies registered in Bemgal ,
most of it representing capital invested in coal mines. Paid-up
capital smounting teo Rs. 106.9 millions was invested im ironm ore
and Rs. 36.2 millions in petroleum companies, the former working
meinly in Bombey and the latter in Burms,

(The Report on the Joint Stock Companies im British India
during 1929«30 was reviewed at pages 46«48 of our Jamary 1933

report) ..
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Large Industrial Establishwents in India,1031.*

The following table shows the number of establishments and the
operatives employed in each indus try in British India ard Indian

States (including French Settlements) during 1931s-

British Indlia grand Total for British
) India & Indlan States.
!o Qef Im GEEEEI nﬂ. Oi 000 ﬁ uS 3 of [} 0 - O
establishments. persons establishments. persons
.o 469 653,028 561 714,677
ingineeringe. 715 210,646 770 221,162
Metals. 91 47,352 103 52,187
od,Drink & TebaccoZ, 524 173,578 2,687 178,176
Themiskla ,Dyes etce 47, 468 55,268
paper & Printing. 365 42,642 394 44,995

:pocessss relating to

wood,stone & glass. 329 586,443 440 68,114
Processes connected
vith skins & HMindes. 29 5,030 60 7,671
¥ins & Presses 2,019 154,105 2,778 , 209,546
fiscellaneous 123 30,898 S & ) 44,662
rotal 7,063 1,400,003 8,404 ‘ 1,896,417

* pDepartment O omnercla nte gence & Statistics, IndTa - Large
Industrial Establishments in India ,1931-Published by order of the
governor-General in Council ~Delhi$ Manager of Publications ,1934 e
pPrice Rs.3~10 or 6s.3d. PP.X1 +129
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nglen Bamking Enquiry Commission,

Rues tionnaire Issued., -

Recently the Ceylon Govemment appoimted a Banking Commission
with Sir S.N.Pochkhanwala, Managing Director, Cemtral Bank of
India, Bombay, as the Chairmsn with the following terms of references
To ingquire into and repert upon the existing conditiomms of
banking sad credit in Ceylom and to comsider the steps, if say,

that are fessidble md desirable in respect of the provision of
banking and eredit facilities fors

(&) Agrioulture, (b) Industry, (e¢) Trade; and also to make
recommendations regerding the ées;tnbilihy of esteblishing a State-
aided Bemk and sound local banks."

The Commission has issued & questionnaire which covers a wide
range of subjects, including:(l) Banks and Credit Facilities for
tﬂﬁe and llj.n imtriu, (2) & State er State-aided bank. (3)

ag Regulations. (4) Savings and investwents. (5) Beaking

on; (@) Pinsnee end Qurreney, (7) Co-operatiwe Credit Banks

and Laand Mortgage Banks, (8) Agricultural Finanece, and (9) small
industries and retall trade.

ustries and Banks. - The Commission particularly seeks

informetion to ascertain the approximate amount of local and foreign
capital invested in Ceylom 1n. tea, rubber amd cocoamat, and othler
impertant indus tries and 'int the principal industries in Ceylon !
owned or run by Ceylomese and non-Ceylonese are which suffer at
present for want of credit facilitlies. The Commissiom further
wishes to kmow what special credit facilities should be provided for
piomser industrial undertakings such as cement, soap, sugar,‘ bricks,
tiles, paper, matches, biscults, plumbago, ¢igars and eigarettes,
caxining_and food praaerv-atio.n an& wood distillation and industrial

nlooholQ
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retion and Rural Indebtodmsa. « The questiommaire

refers to the Co-opsrative Credit Banks end land mortgage banks amd
enquires in minutes detall so as to see how far it would be possible
to lightem the burdem of rural indebtedness and how far the oulti-
vator could be saved from the clutehes of the momey~lender. The
Coumission also tries to ascertain whe ther any substantial advance
for financing achemss for lmproving waste lands for cultivation |
is needed snd what should be the peried of sach loans, whether it
is neocessary that Gevermment should condiet rurel ecomomic surveys
and if so on what limes.

(The Hindu, 26+6-1934),

i¢ Survey of Ceylom: Scheme Contemplated. .-

It is understood that an ecomomic swvey, covering the whole of
Ceylen, on limes similar to the India survey by Dr. Bowley and Mr.
Roboertsen, will be undertalen as seon as the Benicing Commission
to which reference hms been made in the previcus item has finished
its task. It is expected that the survey will supplement and
round off the work of the Banking Commission. Enquiry 1s being made

in England and Indla to find & sultable officer to take charge of

opaerations,

(The Hindu, 25¢6-1934)

¥
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_gth Conference of Departments of Industriess

A Conference of Directors of Industries of Provimcial
Governments in India is to be held om 9-7-1934 and 1s expected
to last for three days. The Conference has been convened at the
instance of the Provincial Govermmentsx and is intended to review
how far the general conclusions arrived at the 5th Comference
held inm July 1933 (vide page 42«43 of our July 1933 report) have
been Worked out by the reapsctive Provinces. The other items om
the agenda of the Conferemce are (1) the establishmsnt of a Central
Iadustrisl Intelligence and Research Buresuj (2) the utilisationm
of the ammusl great of Rs» 100,000 for giving effect to approved
sema of serieultural researchy and (3) the utilisation by distrie
bution among the provinces whioch jut forward scceptadble schemes, of
the annusal grant of about Rs.500,000 for the development of the
handloom industry. ,

It is propesed to start the Induatrial Intelligance and
Research Bureau by November qf this yearﬁ‘:{; to be placed under
the Imdian Stores Department. The 1dea of affiliating the contem-
plated Research Bureau with the Stores Department seems to have
originated from the belief that the Stores Department, belng the
biggest composite matoier of Indian mamfactured goods, is the
fittest bedy to give such selentific help and adviee as will be
sought by the industrial concerns mg for cheaper production snd

:lnc_rouod consumption of their articles,

i
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It 1s believed that the Conference will draw up a general
scheme for the proposed Bureau in its broad outlines, leaving the
details to the Executive, which will be recruited from England,
It 13 understood that the selection of the staff has already been

made, subject to the fimal approval of the Govermment of India,

(The Statespan, 20 & 24+61934).
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Employnent and Umemployment.

Relief of Rurel Indebtednoss and Unemployments

Beng_gl Governwent 's Scheme., .-

Ascording to a press note issued by the Government of Bengal
early this month, they have worked ocut an elaborate programme of
rural recemstruction. The setting up of the Board of Economiec
Brnquiry and the appointment of the Rural Development Commissioner
to which referonces were made at pages 52-54 of our becember 1933
and pages 68«69 of our February 1934 reports, are only perts of this
elaborate plan. The W important amongst the problems which
have been engaging the attemtion of Govemment are the incidence of
rurel indebtedness, middle-elass unemployment and the revival of
4he cottage industries. -rhw the activities of the Govermnmnt inm
balf will mednly be “érootod by the Rural Development

srsgr

this
Commissioner acting under the guidance of the Economic Sub-Commit tee

" of the Provincial Cabinet, each department of Govemment will

eontribute thelir quota to the success of this plan of reconstructiomes
Accordingly}the nation-building departments have each under comsi-
deration how they can, by their activitiles, Mther the economic
recovery of the province.

Rurel Indebtedness. « Consolidation of the Co-operative

movement in the province and the eetablishment of land mortgage
banks, will, it 1is expoctéd, 56 & long way towards the solution
of these problems. Simple methods of rural insolvency and debt
liguidation, consistent with the interests of all eoonozdc units,
are also under ‘considoration. It is being felt that in an agri-

cultural country like Bengal, these alom® will not give the peasant
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the ataying power which he so much meeds in the economic struggle

of today unless he 1is shown better ways of agriculture. Accordingly,
important researches in agrieulture are being carried on under the
suspices of the Imperial Coumeil of Agricultural Research in Distriet
Agricultural Parms. Te popularise $he improved varieties of crops,
seeds are being distributed from the District Agricultural Farms,.
Attempts are being made simultanecusly to improve the breed of
cattle.

néd;g Class Ux}ommRt and Cottage Industries., « In the

Industries Department, attempts are being mmde to tackle the problem
of tiw middle-edass undmployment through a revival of cottage
industries. It 1s felt that in attacking this problem, two of ths
existing fustars should be taken inte consideration, namely, the
pn‘u‘;ﬂ.ty’ of capital snd opportunities on the one hand, and the paucity
of and hence the demand for skilled labour, in dhe cottage industries
on the other. Accordingly, while ambitious schemes will be beyond
existing mmreel,' the revival of cottage indus tries provides the
best alternative. Am attempt is being made to make it possible for
young men with small ecapital to take to these industries, and se
earn a decent living, the State Alid to Industries Act making aveil-
able to them whatever further capital they may require to supplement
their own resources or to give them a start when they have mno
resources of their own. At the same time, researches are being
carried én in the fnduo tri‘al Research Laboratory for discovering
improved methods of menufacture. Important results in tanning,
pottery, mamufacture of bell-metal wares, soap-making and umbrella
making have already been obtained. To make available to the young

men the results of these researches and to show them how small
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industries on these lines can be started, demonstration parties are
being sent out into the interior. Classes in these industries mve
been opened and the results are reported to be very emecouraging.
Extensive propeganda is being made also through cinema parties,
lectures, exhibitions, etc, to popularise the results of researches
already made., A touring exhibition van which had just completed its
tour of #he four districts ;e the Burdwan Division also did valuable

/o o
prppaganda, 1ts exhibitions being attended by more them KV

people.
Other Programmes, - The Local Self-Govemment Department

have & five years' programme of road development and i1t is hoped
that tith:;u short time, the facilities @r transpord and comminication
in the provinge will be considersbly increased. The Public Health
neﬁrﬁunf have il divid.d the provimnce into 600 health cireles
with their equipment of preventive workers through which they mesn
to work to rid the province of malaria, cholera and smallpex and
other preventible diseasea. Recently, the Irrigation Dcprmnt/h
collaboration with the Padblie Health Bopvﬂmt, had fiood trrigation
done in some &reas of Midmapore District., As the results seem to
have brought down the incidence of Qalaria in these places, this 1is
going to be tried extensively in other districts. In tho sphsye of
education, attempts are loonrbc made to extend wee educational

facilities to the rural people in as large Xx & measure as possible,

(The Hindu, 4«6=1934)




Public Health. S_‘?

Leprosy in Bengal Jute Mill Areasg

Action by Indian Jute Mills Association. .~

In the Amnual Report of the Committee of the Indian Jute Mills
Association for the year 1932(reviewed at pages 58«59 of our Jamary
1933 report), 1t was mentioned that on the advice of the B.engal
pBranch of the British Empire Leprosy Rellef Association, leprosy
clinics had been started in most of the jute mills in the membership
of the Association and that Dr. B.N «Ghosh,M.B. - the Leprosy Pro-
paganda 0fficer who was responsible under the direction of the
calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene for carrying out
the leprosy survey of the jute mil]l areas during 19350-1931 - would
visit these cliniecs, when ﬁh‘cy had been pmv;éod with a suitable
supply of medicines and appliances, to start eff treatment where
1t had not already been begun and to demonstrate practically to the
mill doctors the me thods of treatment to be adopted., Dr,. Ghosh duly
carried out his proposed tour of the juté mill leprosy clinles
during June and July 1933 and he submitted a report dated 591933
which contained suggestions, both general and detailed, for the
1nyrovement'af the present methods in use for combating leprosy
in the jute mill areas. In the course of correspondence exchanged
between the Committes md the mills with regard to Dr. Ghosh's
visits) the suggestion was,»put forward thet government should
participate in this work by commencing treatment in Municipal and
other dispenéariee and by cg-operating with the Assoclation in the
formlation of a complete and detailed scheme to be followed by

all mills, In this connection Dr. E.Mulr, the Honorary Secretary of
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the Bengal Branch of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Associatiom,
in inviting the jute mills to appoint a representative to serve on
the Committee of thmt body, made a similar suggestion, namely,
that a meeting between the representatives of Government, the jute
mills and other interested parties should be called to diseuss the
pointo raised by the mills, On & review of the whole position in
the 1ight of Dr. Ghosh's report and of the various suggestions men~
tioned above, the Committee agreed that before taking smy action
in the matter, these points should, in the first place, be disecussed
with the Association's representative at tis next ensuing meeting
of the Bengal Branch of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Associa-
tion; At the close of the year no information as to smy further
sstion baving been taken kj that Association had beon received,
Towards the end of the year there were distributed to members,
at the request of the Chairmsn of the Bengal Branch of ths Byl tish
Empire Leproey Relief Association, copies of & memorsndum entitled

"organisation of a campaign against Leprosy in a rurel area",

(Report of the Committee £mx ke pf Indian Jute Mills
Association for the year 1933),




Women & Children.

g;!inia>A$n Reformatery Schools,

Presidemcy, 1932- 33%

8“’9@#“97‘1 School, Yorvada, = At the commencement of the year
there were 202 boys on the rolls of the school. @uring the year
under report, 123 boys were admitted, one of them being readmitted
from the Central Hespital for Memtal Diseases, Yeravda, and 101 boys
were discharged. Thms at the end of the year there were 224 boys
(202+123-101) in the school. The average strength of the inmates of
the school was 219 snd they were distributed in the warious industrial
classes as followsse 34 were tamght earpentry, 19 smithy, €2 tailorimg,
a7 beg&-Mm iﬂr agriculiuve, 37 gerdening, while 3 were working
in the Scheol dispenséery as compounders, From the statement showing
the after career of bayc discharged from the school during the
previous three years, appended to the repoert, it is pinam seen that,
out of a total number of 149 boys, the number of wntracesble boys is

56 and that of boys on whom reports have not been received is 14. of

" the remeining 79 boys, 1l are occcupied in agriculture, 8 10 in trades

taught, 19 in trades not taught, 9 are with parents or relatives and
2 are attending schools.

David Sassoon Refermatory Institution, Matunga. - The mumber

of admissions during the year 1932-33 was 99 as against 112 the |

previous year and the number discharged was 79 as against 127 in the

previous er, The number of boys in the Institution on 31=3-1933

* Iy mﬁ;; Heport of the RePermatory School, Yeravda,for the year
ending 31let Merch 1935 - Bombay:Printed at the Government Central Press
1933. Price Amna 1 or 1ld. pp.l12. (2) Annual Report of the David
Sassoon Industrial and Reformatory Institution, Matunga,for the year
1932+33 - Bombay: Printed at the Government Central Press 1933. =

Price Annas 2 or 3d. - DPpP.23.
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was 371 as against 357 on 31-3-1932. Technical education provided
during the year to the 79 discharged boys weres carpentry (9 boys),
Black-smith's work (5 boys), Fitter's work (4 boys), Painting and
polishing (7 beys), spinning (36 boys), gardening (3 boys), Cane -
weaving (5 beys), Tailoring (6 boys) and Motor mechanic's work

(6 boys). Of the 445 beys who were discharged during the;yeara
ending 31e«3-1933, 16 were in business or trade taught at the insti-
tution, 23 im business or trade not taught, 5§ in schools, 149 had
left for their native plyaces, 1 was dead and 205 were sent to [Ko

Sheppard Aféhr-caro Auxiliary He,e.
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Agricultural Statistics of Indlen States,1930-31, v E

A review of the Agricultural Statisties of British India
during 1930-31‘was glven at pages 61-65 of our August 1933 report, %
The corresponding informationza for the Indian States which is given
below is taken from Vol.II of Agricultural Statistics of India, o
1930=-31, recenti:} issued by the Department of Commercial Intelligence’
and Statistics of the Government of India. This volume deals with
statistics for Indlan States as far as reported. As in the previcus

issues, summary tables have been inserted to show the total figures

relaﬁing to area, the classification of area, and the area under 1
crops for each State or group of States, and thé totals for all the
reporting States., These statisti;s are defective for comparative I
purposes, as additions have been made in the number of reporting |
States from time to time. It should be noted that the agricultural
statistics of Indian States are incompleté. They are also of fap

less accuracy than those of British Provinces published in Volume I

As these Staﬁes comprise one-third of the total area of India, the
lmportance of the statistics relating to them can scarcely be over-

es tim&téd.

Area & Population of Indian States., = The botal area of

Indian States is 457 million acres (714,000 square miles), with a
population of 81 millions according to the Census of 1931. These
States are divided, for purposes of agricultural statistics, into two

main claSSeg,.namely, (1) States Within}the Jurisdiction of Local

# Department of Commercial Intelligence and StafEtistics, Indla =

of Area, Area under Irrigation, Area under Crops, Live-Stock, and
Land Revenue Assessment in certain Indian States, - Published by

tions 1954. Price Rs.5-4 or 8s.6d. - Pp.v+ 564,




Governments and Administrations, and (2) States having direct poli-A
tical relations with the Government of India. The total area of
the States coming under the first category is 90,715,000 acres, with
a population of 17 millions. The agricultural statistics dealt with
in this volume relate only to 31 States in the Bombay Presidency, |
the Punjeb, and the United Provinces, for which alone informetion is
avallable. The total area of these 31 States is 78-,'701,000 acres
and the total population 2,005,000. |
The total area of States coming under the second category 1s
366,012,000 acres with a population of 64,197 ,000. Returns were
received from only 39 States in this catenory, éiav1ng a total area
of 250,947,000 acres &wnd a population of 55,545,000. »The total area
of all the 70 reporting States AxEYRELAE coming under both the
categories amounts to 259,045,000 acres with a population of 55 mil-
lions., These States, therefore, contaln about 57 per cent of thé
total area, and eéfper cent of the total pobulation, of the Indian
States. From the total area of all the 70 reporting States

(259,648,000 acres), deduction must be made of 117,897,000 acres,

' comprising chiefly unsurveyed arsas and lands held dn privileged

tenures, for which statistics are not available. The net area
actually covered by these statistics is, therefore, only 141,751,000
acres by professional survey or 141,930,000 acres according to

village papers.

Classification of Area, = The area of 141,930,000 acres
is classtfteujfvrfpurpcses—vf—agricul‘ural statistics, as shown 1in

- the table below:=
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Thousand Per cent. [ §J

acres.

Forests. o ese 17,238 2.1

Not available for cultivation 26,220 18.5

Culturable waste other than : |
fallow. 17,538 12,2

- Current fallows oo 11,017 7.8

Net area sown oo 70,117 49,4

Total., 141,930 _353~_-

This net area sown, however, excludes areas sown more than once

. in the year. If areas sown more than once are taken as separate

area for each crop, the gross area sown in the year of report amounts
to 73,686,000 acres,

Irrigation Statistics. - The total area irrigated in the
reporting states during I1930-31 was 9,854,000 acres, as against
9,763,000 acres in the preceding year. Of this 5,165,000 acres
were irrlgated from Government canals, 961,000 acres from private
capals, 1,557,000 acres from tanks, 2,432,000 acres from wells, and
the remaining 1,741,000 acres from other sources of irrigation.
These figures, however, do not take into account areas sown mors
than once during the year with the help of irrigation, but indicate
the extent of land actually irrigated. If areas sown more than once
are counted as separate area for each crop, the gross area of irri-
gated crops amounts to 10,244,000 acres, of whic¢ch 8,714,000 acres
were under food cropss.

Classification of Area Sown. - The gross area cultivated with
crops in the reporting otates was about 74 million acres in 1930-31.
The different classes of crops and the area occupied by each, so far
as details are available, are shown in the table below:w

Thousand Per cent

‘ acres of total.

FOOd-gI‘&inS ‘ e o e e 50 ,923 ) ' ' 6967
Condiments and spices b 382 ' - 0e5
Sugar e e ’ eee 192 0 3
Fruits and vegetables eve .. 934 1.5
Miscellaneous food crops 71,657 2.3

Total food crops. 54,088 74,1
Oilseeds : o oo 6,187 Beo
Fibres L 2 ' L 2 W 6’980 9.5
Dyes and tanning materials 4 -
‘Drugs and narcotics cee 417 - 06
FOddeI' CI'OPS oo oo 5,928 7 504
Miscellaneous non-food CrOPS e 1,417: : 1.9

Total non-food crops. o 18,936 i ; _ 2559
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Statistics of Live-Stock, Ploughs and Carts., = The total
number o e ve-3Tock o e bovine class ulls, bﬁllocks covis
buffaloes and young stock, 1.e. calves and buffalo'calves)-iéiéao ’
47,590,474; of the ovine class (sheep and goats), 32,122.397: ang
of horses, mles, donkeys and camels, 1,625,426. The numbers of
ploughs and cartsidre 5,847,176 and 1,841,504 respectively.

Area and Yield of Principal Crops in Indla, 1932 « 1933% .~

The following information about the estimate of area and vield
of'principal'crops in India for 1932 « 33 is taken from a publication
issued on the subject by the Department of commerciallxntelligence
and Stutistics of the Governmenit of indiao -The crops dealt with are
rice, wheat, sugarcane, tea,,cotton,»jute, linseed, rape and mstard,
sesamm, castor seed, groundnuﬁ, coffee and rubber. The estimates
for tﬁese crops in the forecasts for earlier years did not rélata to

all the producing areas in India, but bnly to thoé:b tracts where

the respective crops were grown on an extensiwve and commercial scale..

Practs of minor importance have been added gradually. At present

the estimates for cotbon, wheat, castorseed (in the case of castor=

seed, no estimates are framed for the mixed crop of the United Proe

vinces), and Jute, as also thog_® for tea, coffee (in the case of

coffee, estimates were hitherbo framed for plantations having an

area of 10 acres or more; but from 1951V-32 stafistics of smaller

‘gnd r@bber relate to all the tracts in India where these crops &re

‘plantations h3V1ng an area between five to ten acres are also 1ncludé®

,ThirtYQFifth‘Issue ~ Department of Gommercial Intelligence and
Statistics, Indla - Estimates of Area and Yield of Principal Crops

in India, 1932 - 333 Published by Order of the Governor=-General in
"&‘:C;ungilo Delhi: Manager of Publications. .1934. Price RSe.le4 or 2s. .
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grown to any extent, excluding certain unimportant outlying tracts
such as Baluchistan, Kashmir, Nepal, and Sikkim. For other croﬁs, i
however, the estimates relate to all the British provinces where
they are grown to any considerable extent, but exclude Indian Stétes,
except certain Feudatory States in the Central Provinces,'ﬁhe Rampur‘
State in the United Frovinces, the States in the Bombay Fresidency,
the States of Hyderabad, Mysore, Baroda, and thre Alwar and Kotah 4
States in Rajputana in certaln cases.

- Rice « The provinces to which the estimates for rice now
relate a¥e Bengal, Bihar and Orisse, Burma, Madras, the United Provine

ces, the Central Provinces and Berar, Assam, Bombay (including Sind),

and Coorg. The Indian States for which estimates for rice are .
prepared are Hyderabad, Mysore, and Baroda, and the Rampur State in
the Unlted Provinces, certain Feudetory States in the Central -
Provinces and the States in the Bombay Presidency (including Sind),
These tracts comprise about 9% percent of the total rice area of
Indla, The total area under rice in all these tracts in 1932-33 was
reported as 82,518,000 acres, as compared with a record area of
84,374,000 acres in the preceding year. The condition of the crop
was, on the whole, falrly gocd. But the crop was affected in Bihar
and Orissa and in the United Provinces by insufficlent rains. The
total yleld was estimated at 31,002,000 tons, as ageinst 33,001,000
tons 1n 1931-32, To this figure should be added about 1,057,000 tons
in respect of other tracts (Punjab, North-West Frontier Province,
Ajmer-Merware, Manpur Pargena, and certain Indien States) having an
area of about 2,814,000 acres for which no forecasts are made. ‘

Wheat - The provinces and States to which the estimates for
this crop reélate are the Punjab, the United Provinces (including Xk8
Rampur State), the Central Provinces and Berar, Bombay (including
Sind), Blhar and Orissa, the North-West Frontier Province, Bengal,
Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, Central India, Gwalior, Rajputana, Hyderabad,

~

~Baroda, and Mysore. These tracts contain & little over 98 per cent
-of the total area under wheat in Tndis. The total area under wheat

in 1952-33 was reported to be 32,973,000 acres, which is less than
the area of the preceding year by 2 per cent. The condition of the

_erop was reported to be fairly goods The total estimated yield was

9,440,000 tons, which is § per cent gréater than the yield of 1931-32.
An addition of some 161,000 tons should be made to this estimated
yleld In respect of some other tracts (Burme, Madras, and the States

~ of Kashmir and Benares), having an area of about 563,000 acres, for
which no reports are made, ' .

Sugarcans - The 2 provinces to which the reports on this =

ju~:¢POP,r61€f6 are the United Provineces, the Punjab, Bihar and,OriSSé;»';'
- Bengal, Madraa, Bombay (including Sind), the NortheWest Frontier
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Province, Assam, the Central Provinces and Berar, and Delhi. -éégea%e
Reports are 8lso received from the Rampur State in the United ‘
Provinces and the States in the Bombay Presidency and from Hyderabad,
Mysore and Baroda. These tracts contain & little over 96 per cent :
of the total area under sugarcane in India. The total area reported
under sugarcane in 1932-33 was 3,305,000 acres, as compared with
2,971,000 acres in the preceding year, The condition of the crop
wag reported to be good. The estimated yield amounted to 4,670,000
tons of raw suger (gur), wWhich exceeds the last year's record crop
of 3,975,000 tons by 17 per cent. To this figure should be added
approximately 147,000 tons in respect of other tracts having an area
of 104,000 acres for which no separate estimates are made.

Tel, = The provinces where tea 1s grown are Assam, Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces, the Punjab, Madras, Coorg,
and the States of Tripura (Bengel), Travancope, Cochin, and Mysore.
In Burme, tea 1s grown principally for consumption as pickles. The i
total area under tea in 1938 was reported to be 807,700 acres, as |
compared with 806,800 acres in the preceding year. The totael produca
tion of manufactured tea (black and green) was calculated at 433,300 |
1bs,, as against 394,083,500 1lbs.in the preceding year. 3

Cotton. « Cotton is grown in all the provinces. The totel:
reported area under cotton was 22,545,000 acres in 1932-33, as against
23,722,000 acres. in 1951-329 The condition of the crop was reported
to be fiair. The totel estimated outturn was 4,512,000 bales of 4001bs
each, as compared with 4,007,000 bales in 1931-32, or kX an increase
of 13 per cent. The table given below compared the estimates of
vield for the years 1830-31 and 1931-32 with the sum of exports and
internal consumption (in thousand of bales). The figures of mill ;
consumptlon are those compiled by the Indian Central Cotton Committes,
Bombay, and refer in the case of mills in British provinces to Indlen
cotton alone., The estimate of mill consumption in Indisn States
refers to all cottone.- ' :

1931-32 193031 .
- - (1000 bales) (1000 bales)
ExXports cen 1,582 5,729
Mill consumption ... 2,346 2,271
Extrae-factory consumption |
. . (conjectural) : 750 750
Approximate crop .. 4,678 - 6,750

Estimated in forecast 4,007 o 5,226

~~ Jdute. = The provinces where it is,grown are Bengal (including |
Cooch Behar and Tripura States), Bihar and Orissa, and Assam, It is

- also grown to a small extent in the Nepal State, but no reliable |
~information 1s avallable from that State except the figures of exporte
vThe,total area under jute 1in 1932 was 2s145,000gacres; which is 1

.15 per cent greater than -that of the preceding year, and the estimated
.yield 7,072,000 bales (of 400 1lbs each), being about 28 per cent =

&bsggu'than that of 1931, The area and yleld of jute in 1933 are
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- Bombay (Including Sind), Bihar and Orissa, the Central Provinces and

- - was estimated at 1,602,000 acres and tke yleld at 149,000 tons, as
- against 1,583,000 acres with an estimated yield of 146,000 tons last. -
- year. The condition of the crop was good. ‘ SRR

3

estimated to be 2,491,000 acres and 7,908,000 bales, an increase of
16 and 12 per cent respectively, as compered with 1932,

Iinseed. = The provinces to which the estimmtes for linseed l
relate @Te the Central Provinces and Berar, the United Provinces,
Bihar and orissa, Bengal, Bombay and the Punjeb. Reports are also ;
received from Hyderabad, Kotah (in Rajputana), the States in the ‘
Bombay Presidency, and certein Feudatory States in the Central
Provinces. These tracts comprise 92 per cent of the total area

under linseed in India. The total area under linseed in all the
reporting tracts in 1932-33 was 5,250,000 acres, as against 3,309,000
acres in the preceding year. The condition of the crop was reported
to be falirly good. The total estimated yield was 405,000 tons, as
against 416,000 tons last year. To this figure should be added some
34,000 tons for other tracts, having an area of 276,000 acres, for
which no reports are made,

Rape & Mustard. « The provinces from which reports are received
are the uUnited Provinces, the Pungjab, Bengal, Blhar and Orissa,
Assam, Bombay (including Sind), the North-West Frontier Province,
the Central Provinces and Berar and Delhi. Reports are also received
from the States of Alwar (Reajputena), Baroda, Hyderabad and from the
States in the Bombay Presidency. These tracts contain about 96 per
cent of the total area under rape and mustamd in India, The total
area under rape and mustard in all the reporting tracts in 1932-33
was 6,079,000 acres, as against 6,220,000 acres in the preceding
year. To thlis figure should be added some 48,000 tons in respect of
other trects, having an area of 275,000 acres, for which no reports
are made,

Sesamime. = The provinces to which the estimetes for sesamum
relate are Burma, the United Provinces, Madras, Bombay (including
Sind), the Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar and Orissa, Bengal,
the Punjeb, and Ajmer-Merwara, Reports are also received from the
States of Hydersbad, Baroda, Koteh (Rejputana), and the States in
the Bombay Presidency. These tracts contain & little over 88 per
cent of the total area under sesamum in India. The total area under
sesamum reported in 1932-33 was 6,025,000 acres, as against 5,639,000
acres in the preceding year. The condition of the crop was good.

The total estimated yileld was 547,000 tons, as against 476,000 tons
in 1931-32. An addition of approximately 64,000 tons should be made
to this figure in respect of other tracts containing an area of about
710,000 acres under sesamum, for which no reports are made.

castor Seed. - The estimates for the crop relate to Madras,

Berar and the United Frovinces. Reports are also received from the |
States of Hyderabad, Mysore, Baroda and those in the Bombay Presidency.!
These tracts contain practically the whole area culiivated with - :
castorseed in India. The total area sown in these tracts in 1932-33 |
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groundmut. - The estimates for the groundnut crop relate to
Madres, Dosbay, Burma, and the Central Provinces and Berar. Estimates
are also received from the Hyderabad State and the States in the
Bombay Presidency. These tracts comprise sbout 94 per cent of tie
total area under grewndmut in India., The total area under groundnut
in these tracts in 1932-33 was reported to be 7,005,000 acreas, which
was 38 per cent greater than that of the preceding year. The estimated
yield (2,934,000 tons of nuts in shell) was also £9 per eent greater
than that of the preceding year. The condition of the crop was report-
ed to be fairly good. :

coffee. - The crop is practically confimed to southern India, .

dras gidenc c ) } States of Mysore

B 200 acres, '?fé’?ﬁ%"&ﬁ%ﬁ“&%ﬁ” &2‘}3 Vo being estimated
at 33,734,500 lbs., Hitherto statistics of plantations of less than
ten acres were not taken into account; but this incompleteness has
to some extent been remedied by the inclusion, from 1951-32, of
astatistics of plantations having an area between five and ten acres.

Rabber. = The provinces where rubber 1s cultivated to an
appreci@ble extent are Burmae, Madras, Coorg, and the States of
Mysore, Travancore, and Cochin. The total area under rubber in 1932
was 180,100 acres, as against MQ,gog‘acres in the preceding year.

21 yiold of dry rubber was 6,381,400 lbs, as against 20,117,100
1851, Tha !  fall iﬁ&iil‘! etion i- seegtam to the
general slump in the rubber market. '

T¥hs satimatea of area and yleld of principal creps in India
during 18350-31 were reviewed at pages 34-37 of our April 1932 report, &
during 193132 at pages 70-74 of our May 1933 report)zmi durimg

v | |
Development of Indian. Sugsr Industrys Central Sugar

Research Institute to be Established at Cawnpore. ¢

An 1mpoftant feature in the industrial development in India

during recent years is the rapid development of the Sugar indus try

durtne-the last few yesns malnly as a result of govemment protection
afforded to the industry. The following figires regarding the number
: l 1932

of sugar factories and persons employed therein diring 1930-3& will

give an idea of the development of the industrys
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9930 1931 1932
Ne. of Factories. 48 119 166
No. of workers 15,203 18,380 34,259

It 13 understood that the Government of India have decided to
establish very socﬁ?bentral Sugar Research Institute for India at
cawnpore. The idea of & Central Institute was mooted in 1920 by the
Sager Industey Committee &;hieh.poinm o\:::‘/'( t:‘,f no progross in the
metter of sugar produetieq(1%%3&f§%—53ﬁiiil"Tﬁiﬁfgagngi__?i%a,with
modifications sulted to Indian eonditiqns. The Tariff Board, which
at the imstance of tke Imperial Council of Agricultural Research
examined the caséﬁzg protection for thé Indian sugar industry in 1930,

endorsed the view of the Sugar Committee of 1980. Acting on these

,ii‘fiﬁéiﬁ~9‘niikﬁt‘ of the Counell last year approved
of the principle of oaidbliahing a Central Research Institute, and
recommended that -the Vice-Chairmen of the Council should appeint a
sub-committee to oxamine the matter. Thia‘sub-committee proposed
two alternative schemes, the cheaper of which has boz;::eooptod. .
The programme of work of this Institute will includes (1) R
Research in Indian sugar factory problems and sugar techmology, with
specific referénce to Indian conditionsj (2) Research and utilization |
of the hy-praéﬁcts of the sugar industrys (3) Provision of scientifie
assistance to factories, engineers and chemists; (4) The carrying
out of extended tests in new varieties of canej (5) The collection
and tabulation of scientific returns from facfories; (6) Advice to
Indian factories where neededj (7) Censtant study'of the working of
sugar factories and comparison of individual factory results with the

results obtained in other countriesj (8) Demonstration of new and




improved plants and processes; (9) Trailning students in all branches

of sugar techmology; (10) Short refresher courses for men already

engaged in the sugar industry.
(Statesman, 30-5-1934).

v
Impetus to Indian Dairy Indus trys

Institute to be Established at Bangalore.

The Government of India have recently decided to establish at
an early dato?éaiiy institute at Bangalore, Mysore stato.‘ The animal
Imsbandry wing of the Board of Agriculture, which met in New Delhi
on February, 1933 recommended the creation of a dairy institute

7
v gbaffod and eguipped to deal with the problem of preduction

of dairy products, their bendling and transport. The Standing
Committes on Dairying of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research,
which met in March, 1934, emphasised the 1npertance}from a practical
peint of vi.e' ofcffunctiom which such an institute could perferm.
The decision of the Government of Indis is & result of theao recommen-
dations. Rx.perts are of the opinion trat Indian milk ecould yleld
butter snd fat cheaper than the m 3% fr%esgfﬁﬁ%d cattle and 44
with proper domlopﬂnt and organization the Indian dairy indastry
could compete with any other countrye.

The Government 's decision is to expand the Imperial Institute
of Animal Husbandry and Dairying by the addition of a creamery ‘and
c% 1aborafory scocmmedation and bygrovision of a farm for dry stock
MM Béngé.ioro. The total cost of the scheme

43 estimated at Rs,.400,000 with & recurring expenditure of Rs50,000

per amnum. (The Statesman, 30-5-1934).
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Marketing Problems of Indis:

Scheme Dravn up by I« Ce 4« Re \//’

Reference was made at pages 61l=62 of our May 1934 report to
the decision of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research to
appoint & qualified marketing expert in order to undertake the
investigation of the marketing problems of India and exg=8s& sultable
recommendations. The expert has already been appointed and a draft

research
scheme of marketing/on the basis of central co-ordination rEsEEEEk
drawn up. The scheme falls into two parts; (1) investigation and

(2) development.

Investigation., = This work consists in the execution and

compilation of marketing surveys which will present & detalled picture

of existing conditions in regard to each commodity. These surveys
should enable conclusions and recommendations to be made for improvea
ments in marketing and should point to the nature and form of any

organisation, or legislation which may be necessary to give effect

to the desired improvements. The onus of this work, particularly

' so far as the compilation is concerned, will fall mainly on the

central staff since the surveys will cover not only provincial trade
but inter-provincial)inter-State and foreign trade as well.

Development. This is to be accomplished by demonstration,

standardisationﬂ and organisation. Demonstration: This work will

consist in practical demonstrations (at agricultural shows and other

suitable Places) of the cOnClusions and improvements suggested by the

: ,_marketing surveys. Standardisation-' This will consist in securing

v§ ,the observance by the parties concerned of eny standards which.may

f,{be adonted and.will involve also a measure of supervision in certain .

f
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gﬁ s“ Jau *%though the standards adopted may be purely voluntary.
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(Standardisation would cover also adulteration). Orgenisations This

may consist in the promotion of relatively small local co-operétive
grading and packing stations or may be designed to secure the market-
ing of a product by & wider and more comprehensive form of organisa-
tiony Development work will probably in the main fall on provincial F
marketing officers who may howevef expect the fullest possible
assistance from the central staff. As this stage may be reached at

a comparatively early date, in the case of some commoditles, it is
desired that there may be no undue delay on the part of the provinces
in drawing up schemes for the appointment of the necessary marketing

staff to deal with development work X as 1t arises.

(The Hindu, 30-5-1934),
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Migretion.
¥ * \/
Indien Emigration to Malaya & Ceylom 1933,

The follewing information regarding the migration of Indians
to Malaya amd Ceylon and the generel conditions of labouriX in these
countries is taken from the Annual Report em the working of the
Indian Emigration Act, 1922, in the Madras Presidency for the year
1933, submitted to the Government of Madras by the Commissioner of

Iabour, Madres.

Aesording to the Report, emigration for unskilled work was
permitted enly to Malaya and Ceylem during the year as befere.
Mdras and Negapetam wore the perts of embarkation for emigralts to
¥alaye, énd Tubicorin and Dhamashkedi were the ports of embarkation

;L&s te Ceylon, There was ne emigration through Taticorin

eylen during 1933 but 27 indigent immigrants (14 males and 13
rmlmi who were repatriated, returned by that route.

J8, -~ The suspension of

d assistance to nea-noemi.ted

B th& yeor. Dyring the year

Seoudgrante (Whe were Sependonts of labosvers of
Klnya) ugh the port of Negapatam, the corresponding figures

for the proevious year being 2 and 186, 29 non-emigrants wemt through

Madras, As & result of imerease in the price of mbber, some of the

estates in NMalaya begen tepping and all able-bodied men were retained

in the estates and umhealthy and unwilling hhmtra were mptrhtod
to India.

Te Ceylon. - There was & further fall in the number of

g FeNeesing to Geylen during the year., 9,275 emigrants and
235,625 non-emigrants went to Ceylon during 1933; whereas, inm the
previous g;-, 19,143 emigrants and 31,726 non-emigrants went to the
Colomy. e figures for this year are the lowest so far recorded,
The “aﬂue is attributed to acute trade depression leading to a
suspension of the recruitment of labourers by the planting industry
in Ceylomn. There was heavy repatriation of labourers from the estates
during the § major portion of the year. During the latter half of
the yeer, the priee of tea showed signs of increase as a result of
which, thn estates wanted to strengthen their labour force. From
September te December, 18,700 labourers (emigrants and nen-omigrant-)
woere despatched to the Celeny.

Anmal Romt on the working of the Indien Emigration Aet, 1922,
for the ysar 1933 - Bangalore: Printed at the Mysore lnideney Preas,
and Published by the Mapager of Publications, Delhi.1934 - Price,
€ annas or 8d. - Pp.18.
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331 tmont. « There was no recruitment to Malaya
during the | ¥y WL n the case of Ceylon, it was prectically
suspended since the beginning of the year till the middle of September,
Daping this pericd, 3 only labourers who were not new to the estates
and whe had crodentials from the estates concerned signifying their
willingeess to re-empley them were assisted to emigrate. In the case
of mow emigrants, the arrengements made by the Emigration Cemmissioner
with the conocurremce of the Protector of Emigrants was that labourers
net yecruited em licenses might be permitted to emigrate omly in
eertain well defined circumstances. 2,842 recruiting licences which
were current at the bdeginning of the year were all formally cancelled
on 31«1-1933 and reecruiting under licences was stopped from that :
date, Only five licences were endorsed in May for reeruiting labourers
for salt pans. 1,266 licences were endorsed since September when
recruiting was resumed. ‘here was no recruitment on 577 of these
lleences. During the period of 372 months during which there was
recrulitment, three licences were cancelled for 1llegal recruitment
on the recommendation of the Protector of Emigrents and 84 for other
ressons. ©f the emigrants whe went te Ceylem, 3,330 were men-
recruited emigrants snd the remaining labourers were recruited by
the Xanganies,

Recrul

o8 Yor 6,431 086 smigremta respectively
re on of thex assisted return emigrants prior te

i teh totﬁn;ir homes. The dopots were kept in go9d samitary

(b) jagepatam, « The depot at Negapatam itself was the only
place of sccSMmOGilIion licemsed by the Protector of Emigrants during
the year. The few labourers lodged in this depot were, &s wsusal,
inegunlated with anti-chelera vaccine and were well-.attended to. The

jatsted return emigrants were detsained inm the place of secommodation
enly for a day £ or fer a shorter period before they were entrained
to their hoges. The sanitary conditions and feeding arrangements in
the depot were adequate and satisfactory.

(e) Dhamwshkodi. - The Ceylon Labour Commission had agencies
in 19 placed 1A the Fresidency (including one m in the Pudukottai '
State)where the emigrants were selected and registered before despetch
te Nandapam. These places are not formally declared as places of
accommodation under rule 18. The arrangements ef the Mandapam Camp
(wvhieh is the notified place of accommodation far labourers going to
Ceylon under rule 31) for the reception, lodging and feeding of
emigrants were efficient. .

Health and Comfort of Emigrants - pccording to the statement
showing the eauses of 1llmess and mortality in the places of
sccommodation at the ports of embarkation, there were en the whole
132 eases of 1llness at the Mandapam Camp attended by 4 deaths mer
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82.

as against 190 cases of illness and 3 deaths during 1932. 1Im the
port of Dhemushkodi, the Restdent Medical Officer and his assistamt
loeked after the health of the intending emigrants, During the year,
31,459 porsoms were treated for hook-worm. At the instance of the

otsctor of Emigrants, 2,015 persons who were found ill-clad were
supplied with clothes free of cost, .

Transpoert &r@ monts: Malaya, - There were only fortnightly
sailings iyR, WWO 8 FIps of the British Indian Steam
Navigation Co., running as mall steamers altermatively. The number
of ocutward veyages was 26 as in the previous year. The embarkation
and disembarkation arrangements were, as usual, satisfactory. The
total number of inward voyages was 26 as against 35 in the previous

yo&re.

m. - Intending emigrants to Ceylon who along with -Ghe-
passengerd underge quarantine at Mandapam Camp are taken by & special
train from Mendapsm Camp te Dhanushkodi where they embark om the
Seuth Indian Railway ferry steeamer for Talaimannar (Ceylom).

Clasaification and Se3 ay8, - In consideration of
the fact TIAG there was mo recrultment and emigration of assisted
labourers to Malaya, the temperary exemptiom of the Colony from the
operation of the sex ratio rule was extended by the Governmment of
Indtas t1il the end of the year umder report. iag

o e

(b} ée 1621. -"i‘hs emlgrants for Ceylon were, as usual, drawn

chiefly frow the @gricultural classes in the Tamil districta of
trichinepoly, Salem, Tanjore,Nadiire, Seuth Arcot, Rammad, North Arcot,
Chingleput . Tinmevelly and the Pudukottal State. As usual, emigration

to Ceylon §as generally in femily groups. The labewrers going to
work in salt pens were single men, but thelr emigration was only

seasonal for about 4 to 5 months in the year. The percentage of

feméles to the total number of emigrants was 37.5. It was 38.79

in 1932 and 39 in 1951 ,

Wages and General Conditions of Labour (a) Mala o » The
actual eaynings of the 1s S on the estates were satisfactory
during the second half of the year, as the Labour Department in
Malaya effected an increase in earnings immediately the price of
rubber improved. The earnings of the labourers employed By Govern-
ment departments, manicipalities, and otier employers of labour were
consistently satisfactory throughout the year. The cost of living
in Malaya for a South Indian labourer was 30 per cent lower then what
i1t was when the standard rates of wages were prescribed in 1928,

The average price of rice on the estates was $1.76 (3traits Dollars)
or Rs. 2.72 & bushel. When the price of rubber improved, some of the
estates offered work for such of the o0ld labourers as had been in
Malaya who preferred the conditions in Malaya and embarked at their
own expense. Puring the greater part of the year, the demand for and
the supply of labour in the Colony were in equilibrium,

(v) -co§ lon. « The minimum cash wages in Ceylon as they stood
at the beginning of the year, were 2s underi-




HE+4s ’
Men Women. Children./y %

Rs. A. P. Rs. A, P. R8s Ao Po ~
Lowscountry estates 0o 6 7 0 & 3 0 3 1lo
Mid-country estates 0 6 11 0 & 7 0O &4 O
Up«eountry estates 0 8 8 0O 6 11 0o 5 1

owing to centinued trade depression these wages were further
reduced as shown below with effect from 1l0th May 1933,

Men Women Children

Rse Ae Po RS, Ay P. Ree As P,
Low-gountry estates o & 7 0O 4 6 0 3 2
NMidecountry estates 0 6 11 o 4 11 0 3 4
Up-eountry estates o 6 7 0 &5 3 0O 4 O

At the same time, the cest of 1ssue of rice was reduced from
RS .4-12-10 per bushel to Rs.4 per bushel, Those who were not satis-
fied with the reduced wages were given the option of free repatria-
tion. After the resumption of recruitment in September last, some
estates have inereased their rates of wages from lst November. At
the end of the year the authorities have been considering the question
of restoring the wages to the rates protnil:lng before the reduction

made in May 1933,

mma.m children), 1n the mﬂm&
1 of emtgrents who left for Oeylen during ths ssme
4,129 (2 227 men, 986 women and 916 children) as against
. 4 e W women and 1,287 children) in the previocus
yo preportion of nevw emigrants to old emigrsmts returning to
Geylon izﬂng the year under roview was 100:80.20.

patr s o ants. » The following are the statistics
disn emigranvs iT'e repatriated from the Celonies during the
yoar xm: ?m Mth Africa « 548 onigrant“ from PLji - 1143
from Nsuritius « £9; from Malaye - 9,350 and from Geylon - 48,445,

&nlhd ;@b mr. -~ Thore was no emigration of skilled labour
through Po. ‘ ras, T2 skilled labourers emigrated through
the port of ngapam to Malaya and 279 skilled workers proceeded to
Ceylon threugh the port of Dhamushkodi. The sorresponding figures
fer the previous year in respset of the last two ports are 310 and

242.

Auaxated Ell ) ation from Smxth Africa. -« There was a marked
fall in the numbé rrived frem South Africa
during the yoar. 559 eni.granes rotumed to India of whom 548 landed
at the port of Madras and 11 returned via Bombay. The corresponding
figures for the year 1932 was 2,478. The health of the return
emigrants was, on the whole, good., 17 of the emigrants were classified
as decrepits éno to 0ld age mostly. There was no complaint from any
one about want of sttention on board the steamer. There was one birth
in transit and & case of eénfinement on landing.
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"R HIs L&RQIAG ead a minor £10, All were
iﬁ te ﬁtﬁ&iﬁs& imiry regarding their plans for settlement
wnt They were paid small sums accordiag to the needs
é sesh cave and the balsmce was retéfmned in the office of the

- §poeial 0ffiver as doposits by the emigrants. All the emigrants

ware provided with reilway tickets to their destinations. The decrepits
were sent with escorts., Thoy were advised to apply for repayment of
the money deposited by them after they found a safe investment. The
ixvestuents were genereally mads in purchase of lands or om mortgages
of lands with pessosaien. Those whe did not find any seope for such
mmn wore advised to deposit the amounts in banks through the
Special offiser, The total amount paid in the year te the
emigrants tewards bouus smd the savings brought by them
4 b¢ £2.120,130, Nost of the repatriates belonging te the
m Presideney sre agricultural labourers. Out of the 548
emigrants vhe returned in the Jear, the male adults fit for Work are
sbout 210, The agricultursl laboupers aAnongst them mambering 137 wilkh
Sheir fomilies nm ut«m in the villages. The mumber whe elected
htt&ti;ﬁh by of Indran 40 1Y, S8teps are taken to ssttle
pen M ccording to their profossion. 59 applications fer
] hoos from eld repatriatos were received and attended
@fficer, mx ymen

1ves of zg: conenuea at
turned tc Eun. ‘
kT peralit 1

P ' "Gt Rs.6el0-8 por memth to
triates recm by the Special O0fficer. There were
: n all. :

a the vorking of the Indisn Mgrationﬁa‘c‘t hrug the
1930 1s reviewed &t pages 64e70 of the Jume 193}

mg 1951 at 72.78 of the July 1932 report and mring

2 at pages ?MO of our Jume 1933 report).






